
Caldor Fire Impacted Recreation Residence FAQs  

 
Click on the links below to jump ahead to the selected section: 

Lot Access and Fees 

Phase 2 Lot Cleanup 

Lot Evaluation and Rebuilding 

 
General 

Can recreation residence permit holders’ access and use their cabins now that the Caldor Fire Forest 

Order has been lifted? 

Recreation residence permittees may access and recreate at their cabin if their permit was not placed in 

non-use status due to damage from the fire (refer to Use of Lots below).  Permit holders should be aware 

of on-going work within and adjacent to the fire area. Utility line restoration, roadwork, and hazard tree 

removal projects may result in delays or disturbance near the lot. Additionally, permittees should remain 

vigilant of the hazards posed in a fire area, such as fire damaged trees and flooding or debris flow 

potential during wet weather events. 

 
Can a permit for a destroyed cabin be transferred/sold? 

No, only permit holders have the option to rebuild. Permit holders are not authorized to sell cabin 

remnants, foundations, or cleared and restored sites for rebuilding purposes.  

 
Can I revegetate the burned area within my lot by planting native plants? 

The current priority is the cleanup of the destroyed recreation residence cabins. The requirements for 

revegetation of recreation residence lots will be communicated at a later date. Currently, revegetation is 

not authorized.  

 
Where can I find more information for USFS recreation residence permit holders impacted by the 

Caldor Fire on the Eldorado National Forest (ENF) or Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit (LTBMU)? 

For additional information and resources regarding damaged/destroyed Recreational Residences in the 

Eldorado National Forest and Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit visit: 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/eldorado/home/?cid=FSEPRD952172  

Permit holders may also contact permit administrators by phone or email:  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/eldorado/home/?cid=FSEPRD952172


• Eldorado National Forest for Recreation Residences WEST of Echo Summit, including the 

Highway 50/88 corridor.  

530-647-5354 

SM.FS.PVL-Rec-Res@usda.gov  

• Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit (LTBMU) for Recreation Residences at Echo Summit and 

EAST to Lake Tahoe Basin.  

530-543-2636 

SM.FS.LTBMURecRes@usda.gov 

 
Lot Access and Fees 

 
Are recreation residence permit holders with cabins impacted by the Forest Order Closure but not 

damaged or destroyed by the Caldor fire able to receive full or partial permit fee waivers?  

Term permits are not eligible for waivers and fees can only be temporarily adjusted if put into non-use 

status for cabins that have been destroyed or severely damaged. Permit fees reflect a land use fee for 

occupancy of NFS lands by the structure, not the use of the cabin by the permit holder. There is currently 

no authority for a partial waiver due to lack of access related to forest closures. (Forest Service Handbook 

2709.11; 31.22 & 31.23)  

 
Phase 2 Lot Clean-up 

I filled out the ROE and am participating in the Consolidated Debris Removal Program.  

• What are the next steps?  

CalOES will attempt to contact permit holders via phone approximately 24-48 hours prior to the 

clean-up of the lot. Three attempts will be made in total. If CalOES is unable to reach the permit 

holder, they will proceed with lot clean-up as scheduled. Following CalOES clean-up efforts, 

permit holders will be notified of remaining restoration responsibilities after the determination 

to rebuild has been communicated. 

• What is the anticipated timeline?  

CalOES anticipates the completion of Phase 2 Cleanup efforts in early fall. Progress can be 

tracked by clicking here to visit the debris operations dashboard. The Forest Service expects to 

make rebuild determinations late 2022. 

 

 

mailto:SM.FS.PVL-Rec-Res@usda.gov
mailto:SM.FS.LTBMURecRes@usda.gov
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/cb5c2cc0080f43b98a9c0b55cb63cd19/


Who is responsible for removing hazard trees on recreation residence lots? 

The recreation residence permit holder is responsible for hazard trees that pose a risk to the permitted 

improvements. While mitigation of hazard trees at permitted cabin sites remains the responsibility of 

permit holders following protocols identified in approved operating plans, there are some process 

changes within the Caldor Fire area.  Contact your permit administrator for more information on most 

current protocol.   

There may be additional hazard tree removal efforts adjacent to recreational residence lots as part of 

utility line restoration and roadside hazard tree removal projects. 

 
Lot evaluation and Rebuilding 

Will all recreation residences located on Forest Service lands be allowed to rebuild their cabin?   

Lot assessments must be completed to determine whether it is safe to rebuild. Forest Plan standards 

and guidelines may also address reconstruction processes or exclusions. Preliminary geologic and 

hydrologic assessments have begun. The expected timeline for the assessment’s completion is late 

Fall or Winter 2022. 

 
When will permit holders be notified by the Forest Service of permission to rebuild? 

Once the lot assessment process is completed, the authorized officer will make the determination of 

whether a lot is safe to allow a cabin to be rebuilt and permit holders will be notified of the 

determination by certified letter.  The letter notifying permit holders will specify a timeframe to 

respond and complete the next steps in the process.  A permit holder may be offered an “in lieu” lot in 

another area on the Forest or an adjacent Forest if their current permitted lot is determined no longer 

authorized to be occupied for recreation residence use.   

 
With so many cabins impacted, agencies will have a significant increase in workload to evaluate lots 

and oversee the clean-up and rebuilding process. What is the anticipated timeline, and can they be 

extended? 

An appropriate timeline will be determined considering the impacts of restoration and reconstruction 

of so many structures, such as impacts on other agencies and the availability of contractors and 

construction supplies. Timelines are being determined and permit holders will be notified at various 

stages of the process. 

 
What if the permit holder decides they don’t want to or can’t rebuild their cabin?  



If a permittee has made the decision to not rebuild, they should contact their permit administrator 

regarding this decision. The permittee will be notified of their remaining cleanup and restoration 

responsibilities in accordance with the terms of the permit after the Phase 2 Cleanup is completed. 

Once the site has been certified it has been cleaned and restored, the permittee must provide written 

notification to the Forest Service of their intention to terminate the permit. The Forest Service will 

send written agreement of the termination once all conditions of the permit have been met. 

 
Are there any building guidelines or design criteria that people can review now, while waiting for a 

decision by the USFS? 

Recreation residences on forest system lands do not use the same zoning code requirements for 

development as the County, however, some El Dorado County building codes will apply. New 

construction must meet the requirements of Forest Service Handbook (FSH) 2709.11 Chapter 40 Special 

Uses Administration Region 5 Supplement No. R5 2709.11-2021-1 - Effective Date: 3/24/2021 

www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd570698.pdf and should retain the tract’s visual and 

historical character.  It is the Forest Service’s objective to “maintain the natural forest setting” and 

“prevent urbanization of the recreation residence tracts.” 

A recommended source of information that provides design guidelines is the USDA’s A Guide to 

Maintaining the Historic Character of Your Forest Service Recreation Residence (usda.gov). 
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