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Salt Creek Falls Trail and Viewpoint Repair Project
Salt Creek Falls Day Use Site is a popular destination along Highway 58, a major 
east-west connector across the Cascade Mountains of Oregon. The highly 
developed day use site is used for picnicking, an access point to trails into the 
Diamond Peak Wilderness, and most commonly, to view Salt Creek Falls, the 
second highest waterfall in Oregon at 286 feet tall. There are two viewpoints of 
the waterfall and in 2018, a small landslide destroyed the trail leading to the 
lower viewpoint. In 2020, the forest spent $8,750 of recreation fees on 
materials, supplies, and employee labor to rebuild the trail and reconstruct the 
lower viewpoint. The new trail includes rebuilt steps and a wood railing. The 
new observation deck provides unobstructed views of the waterfall and new 
wood railings, keeping visitors from causing resource damage, since visitors 
used to scramble around for photos and closer water access.Newly constructed viewpoint, with Salt 

Creek Falls in the background.

Newly built 
stairs, providing 

access to the 
lower viewpoint.

COVID Impacts
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March 2020, the 
state of Oregon tried to close most activities, including 
outdoor recreation. In support of this stance, the forest 
was under a closure order for much of the spring of 
2020. As re-opening approached, recreation fees were 
used to help mobilize permanent and seasonal staff to 
prepare recreation sites for visitors again and to clean 
up after almost two months of any staff presence. As 
summer progressed, outdoor recreation on National 
Forests increased significantly; by some measures it 
was up 40-50 percent from previous years. Along with 
CARES Act funding, recreation fee funding was used
throughout the summer 
to keep recreation sites 
clean, safe, and well 
maintained with more 
frequent servicing by 
staff. 
One impact of this 
additional workload and 
because of COVID-19 
safety mitigations, 
some recreation rental 
cabins and lookouts 
never opened in 2020.

In 2020, the Christmas Tree 
program moved to 

www.recreation.gov and over 
3,300 people purchased permits 

to harvest a Christmas tree.

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.
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Other Accomplishments
• Completed post winter cleanup, requiring

clearing and removal of downed trees, limbs
and removal of standing storm damaged
trees.

• Completed routine recreation site
maintenance and operational tasks.

• Removed hazards trees; brushed and
cleared vegetation around sites and signs.

• Purchased cleaning tools and supplies.
• Pumped toilets at day use sites, trailheads,

and campgrounds.
• Permanent and seasonal crew uniforms,

training, and salary.
• Purchased personal protective equipment

for protection against the spread of COVID-
19.

• Fixed aging picnic tables by replacing boards
and/or the concrete base.

• Conducted monthly water tests.
• Refilled propane tanks.
• Serviced solar-powered systems.
• Administered river and land-based outfitter

and guide special use permits and recreation
events.

Contacts

Willamette National Forest   
Recreation Fee Program Contact

541-225-6421
Email: Matthew.Peterson1@usda.gov 
Online: www.fs.usda.gov/willamette

Regional Contact
503-808-2411

Email: Thomas.Ibsen@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

The Wild and Scenic upper McKenzie River
Photo by Chris Goodner, Share the Experience Photo Contest.

Regional Map

Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees $261,344 $9,471,377
Special Uses $19,483 $790,291
Interagency Passes $12,440 $596,384
Total $293,267 $10,858,052

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance $226,823 $6,661,939
Visitor Services $84,132 $4,570,429
Law Enforcement $0 $202,074
Habitat Restoration $0 $144,521
Fee Agreements $0 $0
Collections/Overhead $25,529 $1,295,453
Total $336,484 $12,874,416

*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.
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