
Umatilla National Forest
2021 Accomplishments

The Umatilla National Forest has a lot of accomplishments to be proud of, but we couldn’t have achieved these accomplishments if it wasn’t 
for our relationships and work completed in partnership with the Tribes, partners, and local communities we are part of.  As you read through 
this accomplishment summary, you will see numerous success stories and projects that would not have been possible without the generous 
support and contributions of those dedicated individuals. As the Forest Supervisor,  I’m grateful to work and live in an area where these 
foundations are so strong in laying the groundwork for charting a future path for the Umatilla National Forest together. Thank you for the 
great year. I look forward to accomplishing more together in 2022. 
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HIGHLIGHTED ACCOMPLISHMENTS
MITIGATING WILDFIRE RISK
Pomeroy Ranger District
Proactive hazardous fuel treatments were instrumental in changing fire behavior 
and slowing the advance of the Lick Creek Fire. These treated acres were critical 
in providing fire managers suppression options and reduced the severity of the 
burn in treated areas. Over the last decade, more than 35,000 acres have been 
treated on the Pomeroy Ranger District surrounding the fire area.

SUSTAINING FOREST INFRASTRUCTURE
Heppner Ranger District
The Umatilla National Forest is commited to providing employees with clean, 
safe workspace and invest in maintaining that infrastructure every year. In 2021, 
that work included new roofing on buildings at the Tupper Work Center, which 
houses firefighters during the summer and is the location of numerous outdoor 
schools across the region.

Funded through the Great American Outdoors Act, 33.6 miles of the popular 
Blue Mountain Scenic Byway have been prepped to recieve a chip seal.  The 
Blue Mountain Scenic Byway is a paved 145-mile route that travels from near 
Arlington to Granite and is a major portal to both the Umatilla and Wallowa-
Whitman National Forests.

ENHANCING RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES
North Fork John Day Ranger District

PROMOTING SHARED STEWARDSHIP
Walla Walla Ranger District
Volunteers play a significant role in Forest trail maintenance, providing access 
to recreational sites for all to enjoy. The Blue Mountain Land Trust Blues Crew 
partnered with the Forest to improve and maintain trails, investing more than 
2,400 volunteer hours during 2021.  The Blues Crew also developed a new trail 
within the Nordic Ski Area this year for winter recreationists to enjoy.
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BY THE NUMBERS

31 MILLION BOARD FEET
timber volume offered

46,451 ACRES
of restoration and fuels 

reduction work completed 

The Umatilla National Forest achieved a number of accomplishments 
that helped build resilient landscapes, reduced wildfire risk, improved 

infrastructure, delivered benefits to local communities, enhanced 
volunteers and strengthened relationships.

38 TRAILS
36 CAMPGROUNDS
maintained in support of 
sustainable recreation

14 MILES
of fish habitat improvement completed

4,350 ACRES
of invasive plants treated

GOING THE EXTRA MILE

11,133 YOUTH
engaged through events

and partnerships 

19,985 HOURS
$570,000 VALUE
of volunteer work completed

NORTHERN BLUES CFLR PROGRAM
Umatilla and Wallowa-Whitman National Forests
The joint project between the Umatilla and Wallowa-
Whitman National Forests is approved for funding 
for up to 10 years, depending on appropriation levels 
from Congress and reauthorization of CFLRP in 2023.  
If fully funded and implemented over 10 years, the 
project would treat approximately 900,000 acres of 
National Forest, Tribal, and other lands. In 2021, the 
funding provided an additional $1.3 million in on-the- 
ground project funding on the Umatilla National Forest.  In total, CFLRP work in 
the Northern Blues resulted in 66,000 acres of hazardous fuels treatments on the 
Umatilla and Wallowa-Whitman National Forests.

RESTORING ACCESS TO FLOOD DAMAGED AREAS
North Fork John Day Ranger District

Following significant flood related damages to Forest 
Service Road 54 (Pearson Creek), forest officials have 
reopened approximately 4.5 miles of the road. This 
work was the second phase of overall plans to restore 
access on FSR 54, which is a popular access route into 
the North Fork John Day Ranger District of the Umatilla 
National Forest. Road repairs in early 2021 restored road 

conditions in the residential portion of FSR 54 between East Birch Creek and mile 
post 0.6.  Forest Service staff continue to complete comprehensive assessments of 
on-the-ground damage to develop further repair plans for future work on FSR 54.

UMATILLA VETERANS CREW
North Fork John Day Ranger District
Through a partnership with the Mt. Adams Institute 
and Americorp, the Umatilla National Forest 
is home to the Forest Service’s only 20-person 
Veterans Crew. This initiative began 8 years ago and 
builds upon the knowledge, leadership experience 
and training of individuals who have served in the 
armed forces. During the last 8 years, the crew 
has hired a total of 76 veterans, 53 of which have 
returned to the Umatilla as permanent or temporary employees or have been 
hired by other forests or natural resource and land management agencies. In this 
program, crew members are trained and taught to protect and restore our public 
lands by accomplishing targeted thinning for restoration, which helps create broader 
prescribed fire opportunities and increases the capacity for the Forest to manage 
wildfires while reducing the risk to firefighters, the public and neighboring lands.

GREAT AMERICAN OUTDOORS ACT
Umatilla National Forest

In the inaugral year of the Great American Outdoors 
Act the Umatilla National Forest received funding 
for three projects intended to address critcal 
deferred maintainance and improve transportation 
and recreation infrastructure. Projects include the 
Blue Mountain Scenic Byway chip seal and bridge 
replacements for the Crooked Creek and Burnt Cabin 
trails. With planning complete, all three projects will 
be implemented in 2022.

PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLIC
Umatilla National Forest
Due to a mountain pine beetle infestation over 
3,500 hazard trees were removed from the Olive 
Lake campground. This work was completed 
utilizing recreation fees, improved safety for visitors 
and improved forest health in and around the 
campground. After the hazard trees were removed, 
100 cords of firewood was left on site and offered to 
the public for personal use.

7,700 ACRES
of potential rare habitat surveyed

37 NEW POPULATIONS
of sensitive plants discovered

57 WILDFIRES
104,362 ACRES
of fire suppression on Forest 


