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Mill Creek Crossing Project 

USDA Forest Service Boston Mountain Ranger District, Ozark-St. Francis 

National Forests 

Franklin County Arkansas 

Background 

The Boston Mountain Ranger District is proposing to move an existing stream 
crossing on the Mill Creek Off-Highway-Vehicles (OHVs) trail system to a new 
location due to recent flooding in 2008 which has created hazardous conditions.  The 
project area is located in Section 28, Township 13 N, Range 27 W in Franklin 
County, Arkansas.  Below is a map showing the location of the project. 
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Decision and Rationale for Categorical Exclusion under the National 
Environmental Policy Act 

I have decided to implement the Mill Creek Crossing Project which involves 
replacing an existing segment of OHV trail and crossing total approximately 377.4-
feet long by approximately 9-feet wide. Existing concrete logs will be removed and 
the trail approaching the stream on both sides will be decommissioned to prevent 
future use by OHVs.  The proposed new crossing and connecting trail segment will 
be located 180-feet upstream and utilize part of a user created trail. The dimensions 
are approximately 421.0-feet long by approximately 9-feet wide.  The concrete logs 
from the existing crossing, along with additional new logs, will harden the trail 
surface on both sides of the approach to the crossing. The concrete logs will be 
pinned into the rock streambed with metal anchors on each steam bank, eliminating 
the need for the concrete logs to span the entire streambed.    
 
Based on my review of the project file and the rationale described below, I have 
determined that this is an action with no associated extraordinary circumstances 
having a significant effect on the human environment. 

The Chief of the Forest Service has determined, based on a history of implementing 
similar activities, that this type of action normally does not individually or 
cumulatively have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment and 
therefore, may be categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental 
impact statement or an environmental assessment. 

This rationale is derived from the directive in the Forest Service Handbook (FSH) 
1909.15 Section 30.3:  A proposed action may be categorically excluded from further 
analysis and documentation in an environmental impact statement or environmental 
assessment only if there are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposed 
action and if: 

a. The proposed action is within one of the categories in the Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) NEPA policies and procedures in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (7 CFR)  part 1b, or 

b. The proposed action is within a category listed in FSH 1909.15 section 31.1b 
or 31.2. 

The mere presence of one or more of these resource conditions does not preclude use 
of a categorical exclusion. It is the degree of the potential effect of a proposed action 
on these resource conditions that determines whether extraordinary circumstances 
exist. 
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 I have determined that this action is within the following category: 

FSH 1909.15, Chapter 30 Sec. 31.2 (1): Construction and re-construction of trails.  
This project falls within the current framework of the Revised Land and Resource 
Management Plan (2005) for the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests.  All applicable 
Forest Wide Standards have been incorporated for the protection of threatened, 
endangered and sensitive species as described on pages 3-7 through 3-11 of the Forest 
Plan. 

 
 

 I have considered the following resource conditions in my determination of the 
presence of extraordinary circumstances and whether the extraordinary circumstances 
that are related to the proposed action warrant further analysis and documentation in 
an environmental assessment or an environmental impact statement: 

 

a. Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, 
species proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service 
sensitive species.  As this project will serve to benefit stream- dependent species, no 
negative impact will occur to any threatened, endangered or potentially threatened 
and endangered species populations as a result of this project. 

 
b. Flood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds 

Floodplains and municipal watersheds will not be negatively impacted.  Wetlands are 
not known to occur in the area and so will not be affected  

c. Congressionally designated areas, such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or 
national recreation areas 

None occur, so there will be no impact. 

d. Inventoried roadless areas 

None occur, so there will be no impact. 

e. Research natural areas 

None occur, so there will be no impact. 

f. American Indian and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites 

None occur, so there will be no impact. 
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g. Archaeological sites, or historic properties or areas. The project is located in an 
area that has been previously surveyed for cultural resources.  No archeological sites 
are located within the project boundaries.  Three sites are near the project area but 
should not be impacted by activities associated with the project.  Should any cultural 
resources be discovered during implementation, they will be examined and mitigated 
by a professional archeologist.   

 

 

Public Involvement 

A proposal to implement the Mill Creek Crossing Project was first provided to the 
public and other agencies for comment from February 12, 2009 to March 16, 2009.  
The proposal was mailed to persons owning land within one mile of the proposed 
activities and to people who have expressed an interest in activities conducted by the 
Boston Mountain Ranger District.  The agency also provided a notice of the 
availability of the scoping document in the Fort Smith, AR, Times Record - the 
newspaper of record.  In all, 89 scoping letters were mailed.  One response was 
received, in support of the project.   

 
 
Findings Required by Other Laws 

This decision is consistent with the Revised Ozark-St. Francis National Forest Land 
and Resource Management Plan (RLRMP 2005).  The planning process that guides 
this management plan is in compliance with the Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act of 
1960 (16 U.S.C. 528-531).  The overall goal of managing Forest Service lands is to 
sustain the multiple uses of its renewable resources in perpetuity while maintaining 
the long-term productivity of the land.  Resources are to be managed so they are 
utilized in the combination that will best meet the needs of the American people.  
This project was designed in conformance with forest plan decisions to protect and 
improve renewable resource quality while maximizing net public benefits. 
 
 
The management practices associated with these actions do not have a 
disproportionately high and adverse effect on the human health or the environment of 
minority or low-income populations (Executive Order 12898, 2/11/94). 
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Administrative Review or Appeal Opportunities 

A recent court order (Earth Island Institute V. Ruthenbeck, CIV F-03-6386 JKS) 
allows the public the opportunity to appeal certain CEs not previously subject to 
appeal.  To have standing to appeal this decision, interested persons must have 
submitted substantive comments on the proposed actions to me (deciding official) 
during the 30-day comment period. 

 

This decision is not subject to appeal pursuant to Forest Service regulations at 36 
CFR 215.12(e).  Implementation may commence immediately. 

 
   

For further information regarding this project, contact Jobi Brown at (479) 667-2191.  

 

 

 

____________________________     _____04/08/2009__             

ROB KOPACK                                                       Date 

Acting District Ranger 

 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, 
sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 
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