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ABSTRACT 
 
This Environmental Impact Statement describes five alternatives and their 
environmental consequences for revising the Land and Resource Management Plan 
(Forest Plan) for the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests. It includes a "no action" 
alternative, which would continue managing the land and resources of the Ozark-St. 
Francis National Forests under the 1986 Forest Plan as amended. The alternatives 
provide different mixes of goods and services through various goals, objectives, 
management areas, standards, and monitoring requirements for the planning period 
(10 to 15 years) beginning with the approval of the Revised Plan. Revised 
management direction is developed for all of the lands and resources on the Ozark-
St. Francis National Forests. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page Intentionally Left Blank 



OZARK-ST. FRANCIS NATIONAL FORESTS  TABLE OF CONTENTS 

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT  I 

 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
Chapter 1 Purpose and Need......................................................................................................... 1-1 

INTRODUCTION ...........................................................................................................................................1-1 
PROPOSED ACTION .....................................................................................................................................1-2 
FOREST PLAN DECISIONS ............................................................................................................................1-2 
SUPPORTING ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS.......................................................................................1-3 
FOREST PROFILE ........................................................................................................................................1-4 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT .................................................................................................................................1-4 
PLANNING PROCESS ...................................................................................................................................1-4 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ISSUES................................................................................................................1-5 
PLANNING PROCESS RECORDS.....................................................................................................................1-6 

Chapter 2 Alternatives .................................................................................................................... 2-1 
INTRODUCTION ...........................................................................................................................................2-1 
ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT........................................................................................................................2-1 
CONSISTENCY WITH RESOURCES PLANNING ACT .............................................................................................2-2 
ALTERNATIVES ELIMINATED FROM DETAILED STUDY ........................................................................................2-2 
MINIMUM MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE..........................................................................................................2-3 
SIERRA CLUB ALTERNATIVE ..........................................................................................................................2-5 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED IN DETAIL ..........................................................................................................2-8 
COMPARISON OF ALTERNATIVES ................................................................................................................ 2-14 

Issue 1–Mix of Recreation Opportunities ..................................................................................... 2-15 
Issue 2–Public Access ................................................................................................................... 2-19 
Issue 3–Special Areas ................................................................................................................... 2-21 
Issue 4–Ecosystem Health and Sustainability ............................................................................. 2-25 
Issue 5–Relationship of National Forest Management to Communities and Economies......... 2-34 

Chapter 3 Affected Environment and  Environmental Consequences .................................... 3-1 
INTRODUCTION ...........................................................................................................................................3-1 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PROGRAMMATIC AND SITE SPECIFIC ANALYSIS............................................................3-1 
TYPES OF EFFECTS .....................................................................................................................................3-2 
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT............................................................................................................................3-2 
GEOLOGIC RESOURCES ...............................................................................................................................3-2 
SOILS........................................................................................................................................................3-8 
WATERSHEDS, STREAMS, AND WATER RESOURCES ..................................................................................... 3-21 
RIPARIAN, WETLANDS, AND FLOODPLAINS................................................................................................... 3-47 
AIR RESOURCES ...................................................................................................................................... 3-51 
MINERALS .............................................................................................................................................. 3-69 
BIOLOGICAL ELEMENTS ............................................................................................................................ 3-92 
DESCRIPTION OF ECOLOGICAL UNITS .......................................................................................................... 3-94 
MAJOR FOREST COMMUNITIES .................................................................................................................. 3-96 
RARE AND SPECIAL COMMUNITIES ........................................................................................................... 3-132 
MANAGEMENT INDICATOR SPECIES .......................................................................................................... 3-145 
TERRESTRIAL MANAGEMENT INDICATOR SPECIES....................................................................................... 3-148 
AQUATIC MANAGEMENT INDICATOR SPECIES ............................................................................................. 3-159 
OLD GROWTH ....................................................................................................................................... 3-163 
THREATENED, ENDANGERED, AND SENSITIVE SPECIES (TES) ...................................................................... 3-170 
SPECIES VIABILITY ................................................................................................................................. 3-229 
TERRESTRIAL SPECIES............................................................................................................................ 3-229 
AQUATIC SPECIES .................................................................................................................................. 3-251 
DEMAND SPECIES.................................................................................................................................. 3-271 
MIGRATORY BIRDS ................................................................................................................................ 3-289 
FOREST INSECTS, DISEASES, AND INVASIVE PLANTS ................................................................................... 3-299 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS ..................................................................................................... 3-319 
RECREATION/DEVELOPED AND DISPERSED............................................................................................... 3-319 



OZARK-ST. FRANCIS NATIONAL FORESTS  TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

II  FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

WILDERNESS/ROADLESS ....................................................................................................................... 3-344 
WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS ...................................................................................................................... 3-350 
SPECIAL AREAS ..................................................................................................................................... 3-357 
HERITAGE RESOURCES ........................................................................................................................... 3-363 
SCENERY MANAGEMENT......................................................................................................................... 3-372 
TIMBER MANAGEMENT ........................................................................................................................... 3-379 
PASTURES AND WILDLIFE OPENINGS ........................................................................................................ 3-392 
FIRE MANAGEMENT ............................................................................................................................... 3-397 
ROADS, TRAILS, AND ACCESS .................................................................................................................. 3-408 
LANDS/SPECIAL USES ........................................................................................................................... 3-420 
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT..................................................................................................... 3-425 

Chapter 4 List of Preparers ............................................................................................................ 4-1 
PERSONS CONTRIBUTING TO PLAN ................................................................................................................4-1 

Chapter 5 FEIS Distribution List..................................................................................................... 5-1 
FOREST PLAN MAILING LIST.........................................................................................................................5-1 

Chapter 6 Glossary........................................................................................................................... 6-1 
ACRONYMS ................................................................................................................................................6-1 
DEFINITIONS ..............................................................................................................................................6-6 

Index........................................................................................................................................................ i 
 
Appendices Are Found in a Separate Document:  
(Appendices of the Final Environmental Impact Statement) 
 
APPENDIX A:  SUMMARY OF PUBIC INVOLVEMENT 
APPENDIX B:   THE ANALYSIS PROCESS 
APPENDIX C:  ROADLESS INVENTORY 
APPENDIX D:  TERRESTRIAL SPECIES VIABILITY 
APPENDIX E:  THREATENED, ENDANGERED, AND SENSITIVE SPECIES 
APPENDIX F:   MINERALS 
APPENDIX G:  TRANSITION PROJECTS 
APPENDIX H:   REFERENCES 
APPENDIX I:   RESPONSES TO PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 




