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Appendix A
Consultation History
Mark Twain National Forest Revised Forest Plan

In August 1985, formal consultation was completed for the newly developed Mark
Twain National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan).
Seven species were covered during that consultation. No incidental take
statement was issued with the 1985 opinion.

The biological opinion stated:

“if standards and guidelines as modified were followed, the proposed
action is likely to promote the conservation of TE species” and is “not likely to
jeopardize the continued existence of the species listed or result in destruction or
adverse modification of their critical habitat”.

Continuing research and inventory of TE species populations, as well as a
refinement of our knowledge of species’ habitat requirements led to the
development of a new Biological Assessment and formal consultation on four
species in 1998. The Biological Opinion issued in June 1999 stated:

“it is the Service’s biological opinion that forest management and other
activities authorized, funded, or carried out by the MTNF through implementation
of the LRMP, are not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of”...the gray
bat, bald eagle, Indiana bat, or Mead’s milkweed.

“the Service concluded that activities outlined in the LRMP were not likely
to adversely affect running buffalo clover or the Tumbling Creek cavesnail and
stated that a “no effect” determination was appropriate for Topeka shiner, Curtis’
pearly mussel, pink mucket pearly mussel, and Hall’s bulrush.”

and

“Because critical habitat has not been designated for this species (gray
bat, bald eagle, Mead’s milkweed), none will be adversely affected by the
continued implementation of the LRMP.” “Of the six caves in Missouri
designated as critical habitat, none are owned by the MTNF and none will be
adversely affected by the continued implementation of the LRMP.”

Forest Plan Amendment #25, dated March 2000, incorporated the RPM/TC into
the Forest Plan. Forest Plan Amendment #26, dated August 2002, added
Management Prescription 3.5 as areas of influence (AOI) for Indiana bat habitat.
On August 13, 2004, the Forest Supervisor made the decision to amend the Forest Plan
to incorporate the Brown’s Hollow Area of Influence for a newly discovered maternity
colony on MTNF.
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Since the issuance of the 1999 programmatic BO, hundreds of individual
consultations have occurred for site-specific projects to implement the Plan. In

addition, MTNF has monitored the level of incidental take for bald eagle, gray bat
and Indiana bat. There has been no documented take for bald eagle or gray bat
from 1999-2004.

Incidental take for Indiana bats has been measured in acres of forest cover

affected by various management activities (USFWS 1999).

Indiana Bat Take Acres Baseline (1999-2004)

Forested
. Acres
Activity Annual
Maximum

Timber harvest 20,000
Prescribed fire 12,000
Wildlife habitat
improvement 2,000
Timber stand
improvement 4,000
Soil & water
improvement 150
Range
management 50
Mineral
exploration &
development 50
Wildfire fire lines 50
Special uses 50
Road
construction* 25
TOTAL 38,375

1999

12,011
9,429

95

1,107

52

38

6
a7
2

8

22,795 12,847

2000

2,648
5,878

1,716

2,570

2

10

4
10
2

7

2001

5,259
8,656

223

2,689

55

15

7
31
6

19

16,960 21,421

2002* 2003
8,845 8,506
10,478 6,581
112 266
1,896 3,660
50 74
0 0
5 10
22 35
5 43
8 0
19,175

2004

9,276
6,195

470

3,146

62

0

12
21
0

0

19,182

TOTAL

46,545
47,217

2,882

15,068

295

63

44
166
58

42
150,755

Total 6 %
Year Maximum %
Maximum Annual MTNF
Acres Acres
120,000 39% 4%
72,000 66% 4%
12,000 24% 0.33%
24,000 63% 1%
900 33% 0.03%
300 21% 0.01%
300 15% 0.01%
300 55% 0.01%
300 19% 0.01%
150 28% 0.004%
230,250 65% 10%

*All acres are road reconstruction - No acres of new road construction.

*Numbers may not match Annual Report - chart in 2002 Annual Report was copied from 2001 and never updated - numbers in this chart are more accurate....

Jae 1/14/05

The acres in this chart do not match total acres accomplished in a year for some
activities because a) activities for which there was a No Effect or Not likely to

Adversely Affect determinations by definition do not have incidental take, and

therefore do not count toward the incidental take acres tracked here; and b) only
acres in forest cover are included in the estimation of incidental take; i.e.
activities which take place on acres of open pasture, open glade or other
openlands are not included in the incidental take estimate.
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