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Introduction 
 
Under the Multiple Use Sustained-Yield Act of 1960 and the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act of 1974, as amended by the National Forest Management Act of 1976, 
National Forest System lands are managed for a variety of uses on a sustained yield basis to 
ensure a continued supply of goods and services to the American people in perpetuity.  The 
Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974 as amended by the National 
Forest Management Act of 1976 specifies that land and resource management plans be 
developed for all national forests. 
 
The Huron-Manistee National Forests' Land and Resources Management Plan was signed in 
1986. 
 
The National Forest Management Act regulations state that forest plans should be revised at least 
every 15 years.  The Department of the Interior and Related Agencies' Fiscal Year 2004 
Appropriation Act, H.R. 2691, P.L. 108-108 was signed by the President on November 10, 2003.  
Section 320 states, "Prior to October 1, 2004, the Secretary of Agriculture shall not be 
considered to be in violation of subparagraph 6(f)(5)(A) of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act of 1974 [(16 U.S.C. 1605(f)(5)(A)] solely because more than 15 years 
have passed without revision of the plan for a unit of the National Forest System," as long as the 
Secretary is acting expeditiously and in good faith, within the funding available. 
 
This Final Environmental Impact Statement was prepared following procedures established by 
Forest Service regulations for implementing the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as 
amended.  It documents the effects of implementing various management options on the Huron-
Manistee National Forests and evaluates the effects of implementing the revised Land and 
Resource Management Plan for the Huron-Manistee National Forests, 2006 (Forest Plan). 
 
The Final Environmental Impact Statement is the basis for determining what changes will be 
made to the 1986 Forest Plan, as amended.  The revised Forest Plan is a companion document to 
this Final Environmental Impact Statement. 
 

Organization of the Final Environmental Impact Statement 
 
Chapter I describes why the Forest Service will revise the Forest Plan.  It explains the 
following: 

• What is proposed? 
• Why change is needed? 
• What decisions are made in Forest Plans? 
• How were the public; tribal governments; and other Federal, state, and county agencies 

involved? 
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• What issues are addressed? 
• What issues are not addressed? 

 
Chapter II describes and briefly compares alternative ways of managing the Huron-Manistee 
National Forests.  With public input, an interdisciplinary team developed the alternatives to 
provide a reasonable range of different ways to respond to issues that were identified through 
public comment and internal review.  Chapter II briefly compares the potential environmental 
and social effects of each alternative. 
 
Chapter III describes the current condition of resources that could be affected by the 
alternatives.  It also discusses in more detail the environmental and social effects of 
implementing each alternative. 
 
Chapter IV lists the Huron-Manistee National Forests' personnel who prepared and contributed 
to the Final Environmental Impact Statement. 
 
Chapter V lists the officials, agencies, public and libraries who received a copy of the Revised 
Forest Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement or were notified of the availability of the 
final documents. 
 
Appendices: 

A. Description of the Analysis Process 
B. Species Viability Evaluation 
C. Research Natural Areas 
D. Roadless Inventory 
E. Wild and Scenic River Inventory Update 
F. Federal Threatened, Endangered and Regional Forester Sensitive Species 
G. Management Indicator Species 
H. Lands Suited for Timber Management 
I. Relevant Statutes, Regulations, Policies and Agreements 
J. Response to Comments 
K. References 
L. Glossary 
M. Index 

 

Forest Niche 
 
Introduction: 
 
Lying between the shores of Lake Michigan and Lake Huron in the northern half of the Lower 
Peninsula of Michigan, the approximately one-million-acre Huron-Manistee National Forests are 
located in a transition zone between forested lands to the north and agricultural lands to the 
south.  Formed by glaciers thousands of years ago, these lands are characterized by relatively 
low relief, abundant sand, clear water and diverse forests.  The Huron-Manistee National Forests  
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contain rare ecological features, such as dry sand prairie remnants, coastal marshlands, dunes, 
oak savannahs, fens, bogs and marshes. 
 
In the late 19th Century, many of the lands that presently make up the Forests were sold by the 
United States government to lumber companies, while homesteaders claimed other lands.  These 
lands were exploited by wholesale clearcutting, burning, and poor farming practices around the 
turn of the 20th Century.  The diverse, maturing forest ecosystems that exist today are the result 
of nearly a century of forest management by the Forest Service and its conservation partners. 
 
American Indians have used these lands for thousands of years, and treaties ensure their 
continued use.  The Huron-Manistee National Forests have a special relationship with the tribes 
who are consulted on the uses and management of the National Forests. 
 
The Forests serve as a “backyard” playground for many Midwest residents.  Much of the Forests’ 
lands lie adjacent to private and state lands and other recreational facilities.  Over 60 million 
people live within a day’s drive of enjoying the Forests’ recreation opportunities. 
 
Programs, Activities and Uses: 
 
The Huron-Manistee National Forests’ physical location serves to “link lands and people 
together.”  One example of this link is the Forests’ trail system, including the North Country 
National Scenic Trail, which crosses multiple administrative boundaries and land ownerships.  
The nationally-known “Friends of the Forests” group links people together to participate in the 
determination on how the Forests should be managed.  Cooperative partnerships in fisheries, 
wildlife, and recreation programs are critical to the management and stewardship of the Forests. 
 
Water resources on the Huron-Manistee National Forests include approximately 2,000 miles of 
streams and about 17,000 acres of lakes.  The Forests contain legendary high quality, cold water 
river systems of national significance, including the Au Sable, Manistee and Bear Creek, Pere 
Marquette and Pine Wild and Scenic Rivers and tributaries.  These rivers and tributaries provide 
a nationally-recognized network of premier “blue ribbon” fishing opportunities, as each spring 
and fall thousands of steelhead and salmon migrate to the Forests’ streams and rivers. 
 
Diverse recreational opportunities across the Forests range from the tranquil solitude found in the 
Nordhouse Dunes Wilderness Area to the more developed settings found at the Lake Michigan 
Recreation Area, Lumberman’s Monument or along the River Road National Scenic Byway.  
The Forests experience extensive year-round use for many outdoor activities, including hunting, 
fishing, Off-Highway Vehicle use, biking, driving for pleasure, camping, hiking, snowmobiling 
and river use.  “Special places” for berry picking, mushrooming and plant gathering can also be 
found. 
 
Ensuring long-term forest health is a management priority.  Healthy forests enable the Forests to 
continue to provide a variety of benefits to the people who use them.  The vegetation 
management program is the primary tool for restoring and providing a diverse range of 
sustainable habitats for many species, supporting forest health and providing wood fiber. 
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The Forests provide unique habitats for a variety of rare and sensitive fish, plant and animal 
species.  The Huron-Manistee National Forests contains approximately one-half of the known 
breeding habitat in the United States for the endangered Kirtland’s warbler.  Populations of this 
songbird have increased six-fold statewide in the last 15 years.  The Forests also provide critical 
habitat for other threatened and endangered species such as piping plover, Pitcher’s thistle, bald 
eagle, and Karner blue butterfly.  In addition the Forests also provide habitat for a variety of 
game species such as grouse, deer, and turkey.  Approximately 35 percent of the licensed hunters 
in Michigan hunt on the Forests. 
 
The Forests have initiated a program to reduce the fire risk within the wildland-urban interface.  
Jack pine forests, one of the most volatile fuel types, dominate areas of intermingled private and 
National Forest ownership.  This forest type creates the potential for fast moving, intense, wind-
driven crown fires. 
 
Publicly owned mineral resources such as oil and gas, sand, and gravel are found on the Forests.  
The Forests provide opportunities for the development of these resources, where such use can be 
made in an environmentally safe and technologically sound manner. 
 
Challenges: 
 
The increasingly urban setting and intermingled private land ownership of Michigan's Northern 
Lower Peninsula make it difficult to integrate the Forests’ management objectives with those of 
the local users.  Increasing populations, development and use put pressure on the Forests’ 
resources and creates challenges to maintain the expected characteristics of a national forest.  
Under federal law, the Forests provide a variety of uses and sustain a supply of goods and 
services to the public in an environmentally sound manner. 
 
Some specific challenges facing the Forests include: 
 

• Managing the Forests’ lands for the wants and needs of many people, while maintaining 
ecological biodiversity. 

• High road densities fragment National Forest System lands and provide easy access to 
virtually all of the Huron-Manistee National Forests.  Disregard for road closures, 
unauthorized Off-Highway Vehicle use, and other activities, such as trash dumping, 
affect resources such as water quality, botanical and heritage resources and sensitive 
soils. 

• Fire prevention and suppression in the wildland-urban interface. 
 
The Forest Service remains confident that with the participation and cooperation of the tribes, 
other agencies, Friends of the Forests and the public, the high quality management and 
stewardship of the Huron-Manistee National Forests will continue for future generations. 


