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Regional Forester Sensitive Species 

 
Background 

 
Summary of Effects: 
 
Current List of Species: 
 
In addition to timber, recreation and other goods and services, the Huron-Manistee National 
Forests provide habitat for native and desirable non-native species. Plant and animal species 
listed by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service as threatened or endangered under the Endangered 
Species Act can be viewed on the U.S. Department of Agriculture-Forest Service's Region 9 web 
site at http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/wildlife/tes. 

 
The Regional Forester Sensitive Species List contains those species that occur within the 
proclamation boundaries of the Huron-Manistee National Forests which are candidates for 
federal listing under the Endangered Species Act; were de-listed under the Endangered Species 
Act in the last five years; have global (G), trinomial (T) or national (N) ranks of 1 – 3 by the 
Nature Conservancy and Nature Serve (see http://www.natureserve.org); or are considered 
sensitive based on Risk Evaluations.  The Regional Forester Sensitive Species list can also be 
viewed at the above referenced Forest Service web site. 
 
Since species may be listed or de-listed as threatened or endangered and added or removed from 
the Regional Forester Sensitive Species list at any time, the most effective way to obtain current 
information regarding these lists is to consult the Region 9 web site. 

 
Summary of Effects: 
 
Effects of the alternatives on threatened, endangered, Regional Forester Sensitive Species and 
other species with viability concerns were analyzed in the Biological Evaluation for the Forest 
Plan. Federally listed, threatened and endangered, species were evaluated individually. Regional 
Forester Sensitive Species and other species of concern were grouped according to associated 
habitats and a representative or “focal species” for each group was analyzed. A summary of the 
determinations associated with these analyses is presented in Tables F-1 and F-2. Additional 
information on focal species and species habitat grouping can be found in Appendix B: Species 
Viability Evaluation of the Final Environmental Impact Statement. Additional information on 
effects and determinations can be found in the Biological Evaluation and Biological Assessment 
in the Forest Planning Record. 
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Table F-1.  Federally Listed Species. 
Determination1/ Species Alternative A Alternative B Alternative C 

Mammals    
Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) ILAA ILAA ILAA 
Birds    
Bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucopcephalus) ILAA ILAA ILAA 
Piping Plover (Great Lakes Population) 
(Charadrius melodus) 

ILAA ILAA ILAA 

Piping Plover Critical Habitat (Great Lakes 
Population) (Charadrius melodus) 

NLAA NLAA NLAA 

Insects    
Karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides melissa 
samuelis) 

ILAA ILAA ILAA 

Plants    
Pitcher’s thistle (Cirsium pitcheri) ILAA ILAA ILAA 
1/Determinations of the likely effects of Forest Plan alternatives on federally listed species. (Refer to the 
Biological Evaluation for more information.)  ILAA (Is Likely to Adversely Affect) is the determination 
arrived at in a biological assessment when the overall effect of the alternative is beneficial to the listed 
species, but it is also likely to cause some adverse effects. NLAA = Not Likely to Adversely Affect. 
 
Table F-2.  Regional Forester Sensitive Species and Other Species of Concern. 

Determination1/ Rare Community or Habitat of 
Concern Alternative A Alternative B Alternative C 

Rare Plant Communities    
Oak Barrens MILT MINT MINT 
Oak-Pine Barrens MILT MINT MINT 
Pine Barrens MILT MINT MINT 
Dry Sand Prairie MILT MINT MINT 
Great Lakes Marsh NI NI NI 
Open Dune MINT MINT MINT 
Interdunal Wetland MINT MINT MINT 
Wooded Dune and Swale 
Complex MINT MINT MINT 
Great Lakes Barrens MINT MINT MINT 
Coastal Plain Marsh MILT MINT MINT 
Intermittent Wetland MILT MINT MINT 
Mesic Sand Prairie MILT MINT MINT 
Northern Wet-Mesic Prairie MILT MINT MINT 
1/Determinations of the likely effects of Revised Forest Plan alternatives on rare plant communities and 
other habitats supporting plants and animals of concern. (See Biological Evaluation for more information.) 
Note that the “habitats supporting plants and animals of concern” represent habitat needs for groups of 
Regional Forester Sensitive Species and other species of concern as described in Appendix B: Species 
Viability Evaluation of the Final Environmental Impact Statement. The determinations of effect are defined 
as follows: No Impact (NI) = no effect expected; May Impact Not Likely to Trend (MINT) = may impact 
individuals but is not likely to cause a trend towards federal listing or loss of viability within the planning 
area; May Impact Likely to Trend (MILT) = may impact individuals and is likely to result in a trend towards 
federal listing or loss of viability within the planning area. 
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Table F-2. Regional Forester Sensitive Species and Other Species of Concern. 
(Continued). 

Determination1/ Rare Community or Habitat of 
Concern Alternative A Alternative B Alternative C 

Rare Plant Communities 
(Continued)    
Northern Fen MILT MINT MINT 
Poor Fen MILT MINT MINT 
Southern Floodplain Forest MINT MINT MINT 
Cedar Swamp MINT MINT MINT 
Habitats Supporting Plant 
Species of Concern    
Riparian Forested MINT MINT MINT 
Riparian Non-Forested MINT MINT MINT 
Subirrigated Moist Thicket MINT MINT MINT 
Subirrigated Forest MINT MINT MINT 
Wet Exposed Mineral Soils MINT MINT MINT 
Localized Wet Depressions 
(Swales/Vernal pools) MILT MINT MINT 
Marsh MINT MINT MINT 
Wet-mesic prairie/meadow MINT MINT MINT 
Swamp MINT MINT MINT 
Bogs MINT MINT MINT 
Aquatic Pond/Lake MINT MINT MINT 
Lake Shorelines MINT MINT MINT 
Rich Mesic Forest/Clay-Loam MILT MINT MINT 
Forest with Needle Duff MILT MINT MINT 
Hardwood Openings MINT MINT MINT 
Semi-open Mesic Depressions MINT MINT MINT 
Open Dry Sand MILT MINT MINT 
Habitats Supporting Terrestrial 
Wildlife Species of Concern 
(focal species) 

   

Beach & Dunes (Piping plover) MINT MINT MINT 
Rivers & Streams (Wood turtle) MINT MINT MINT 
Ponds & Lakes Large (Common 
loon) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Ponds & Lakes Smaller (Blanding 
turtle) 

MINT MINT MINT 

1/Determinations of the likely effects of Revised Forest Plan alternatives on rare plant communities and 
other habitats supporting plants and animals of concern. (See Biological Evaluation for more information.) 
Note that the “habitats supporting plants and animals of concern” represent habitat needs for groups of 
Regional Forester Sensitive Species and other species of concern as described in Appendix B: Species 
Viability Evaluation of the Final Environmental Impact Statement. The determinations of effect are defined 
as follows: No Impact (NI) = no effect expected; May Impact Not Likely to Trend (MINT) = may impact 
individuals but is not likely to cause a trend towards federal listing or loss of viability within the planning 
area; May Impact Likely to Trend (MILT) = may impact individuals and is likely to result in a trend towards 
federal listing or loss of viability within the planning area. 
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Table F-2. Regional Forester Sensitive Species and Other Species of Concern. 
(Continued). 

Determination1/ Rare Community or Habitat of 
Concern Alternative A Alternative A Alternative A 

Habitats Supporting Terrestrial 
Wildlife Species of Concern 
(focal species) (Continued) 

   

Marsh (American bittern) MILT MINT MINT 
Marsh (Northern harrier) MILT MINT MINT 
Bogs & Fens (Olive-sided 
flycatcher) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Shrub/Shrub Wetlands (Golden-
winged warbler) 

MILT MINT MINT 

Riparian/Lowland Hardwood 
Floodplains Mid-Late (Cerulean 
warbler) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Riparian/Lowland Hardwood 
Floodplains Mid-Late (Red-
shouldered hawk) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Riparian/Lowland Hardwood 
Floodplains Early-Mid (Eastern 
massasauga) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Lowland conifer/boreal (Black-
backed woodpecker) 

MILT MINT MINT 

Oak/Pine (Red-headed 
woodpecker) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Oak/Pine Early-Mid (Whip-poor-
will) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Mixed hardwoods Late (Northern 
goshawk) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Mixed hardwoods Late (Wood 
thrush) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Aspen/Birch Early (Golden-winged 
warbler) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Red/White Pine/Spruce (American 
marten) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Jack pine Early-Open (Michigan 
bog grasshopper) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Jack pine Mid-successional 
(Kirtland’s warbler) 

MINT MINT MINT 

1/Determinations of the likely effects of Revised Forest Plan alternatives on rare plant communities and 
other habitats supporting plants and animals of concern. (See Biological Evaluation for more information.) 
Note that the “habitats supporting plants and animals of concern” represent habitat needs for groups of 
Regional Forester Sensitive Species and other species of concern as described in Appendix B: Species 
Viability Evaluation of the Final Environmental Impact Statement. The determinations of effect are defined 
as follows: No Impact (NI) = no effect expected; May Impact Not Likely to Trend (MINT) = may impact 
individuals but is not likely to cause a trend towards federal listing or loss of viability within the planning 
area; May Impact Likely to Trend (MILT) = may impact individuals and is likely to result in a trend towards 
federal listing or loss of viability within the planning area. 
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Table F-2. Regional Forester Sensitive Species and Other Species of Concern. 
(Continued). 

Determination1/ Rare Community or Habitat of 
Concern Alternative A Alternative A Alternative A 

Habitats Supporting Terrestrial 
Wildlife Species of Concern 
(focal species) (Continued) 

   

Jack pine Mid-Late successional 
(Spruce grouse) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Pine barrens (Dusted skipper) MILT MILT MINT 
Oak/Pine barrens (Red-headed 
woodpecker) 

MILT MILT MINT 

Grasslands Large Openlands 
(Henslow’s sparrow) 

MILT MINT MINT 

Grasslands Large Openlands 
(Bobolink) 

MILT MINT MINT 

Grasslands Smaller Openlands 
(Eastern box turtle) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Dry Prairie Large (Upland 
sandpiper) 

MILT MILT MINT 

Dry Prairie Large or Small (Ottoe 
skipper) 

MILT MILT MILT 

Habitats Supporting Aquatic 
Species of Concern (focal 
species) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Large Rivers (Lake Sturgeon) MINT MINT MINT 
Medium to Large Sized Streams 
(Channel darter) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Clear, Cool Headwaters of River 
Systems (Creek heelsplitter) 

MINT MINT MINT 

Clear Vegetated Lakes and Vege-
tated Pools and Runs of Creeks 
and Rivers (Pugnose Shiner) 

MINT MINT MINT 

1/Determinations of the likely effects of Revised Forest Plan alternatives on rare plant communities and 
other habitats supporting plants and animals of concern. (See Biological Evaluation for more information.) 
Note that the “habitats supporting plants and animals of concern” represent habitat needs for groups of 
Regional Forester Sensitive Species and other species of concern as described in Appendix B: Species 
Viability Evaluation of the Final Environmental Impact Statement. The determinations of effect are defined 
as follows: No Impact (NI) = no effect expected; May Impact Not Likely to Trend (MINT) = may impact 
individuals but is not likely to cause a trend towards federal listing or loss of viability within the planning 
area; May Impact Likely to Trend (MILT) = may impact individuals and is likely to result in a trend towards 
federal listing or loss of viability within the planning area. 
 


