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Background 
 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act:  
 
Congress enacted the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act in 1968 to preserve select rivers’ free-flowing 
condition, water quality and outstandingly remarkable values.  The most important provision of 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act is protecting rivers from the harmful effects of water resources 
projects.  The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act also directs that each river in the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System (National System) be administered in a manner to protect and enhance a 
river’s outstanding natural and cultural values.  It allows existing uses of a river to continue and 
future uses to be considered, so long as existing or proposed use does not conflict with protecting 
river values.  The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act also directs building partnerships among 
landowners, river users, tribal nations and all levels of government. 
 
Beyond the immediate protection afforded to the eight rivers in the enabling legislation, the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act established a process for building a legacy of protected rivers.  Rivers 
may be identified for study by an act of Congress under Section 5(a), or through federal agency-
initiated study under Section 5(d)(1).  By 2004, Congress had authorized 138 rivers for study.  
Section 5(d)(1) directs federal agencies to consider the potential of Wild and Scenic Rivers in 
their planning process, and its application has resulted in numerous individual river designations, 
and state and area-specific legislation. 
 
Both Sections 5(a) and 5(d)(1) studies require determinations to be made regarding a river’s 
eligibility, classification and suitability.  Eligibility and classification represent an inventory of 
existing conditions.  Eligibility is an evaluation of whether a river is free-flowing and possesses 
one or more outstandingly remarkable values.  If found eligible, the current development level of 
a river is analyzed, such as water resources projects, shoreline development and accessibility, 
and a recommendation is made that it be placed into one or more of three classes – wild, scenic 
or recreational. 
 
The final procedural step, suitability, provides the basis for determining whether to recommend a 
river as part of the National System.  Rivers are added to the National System by act of Congress 
or by the Secretary of the Interior.  Secretarial designation requires that a river be a part of a state 
river protection system and the state governor to make application to the Secretary. 
 
Nationally 163 rivers are protected, consisting of over 11,300 river miles.  Within the Forests’ 
boundaries there are five rivers included in the Wild and Scenic River System.  These Rivers 
include:  Pere Marquette, Au Sable, Pine, Manistee and Bear Creek; totaling 147.5 miles. 
 
Planning History: 
 
In July 1988, in response to an appeal of the 1986 Forests’ Land and Resource Management Plan 
(Forest Plan) by the American Rivers Conservation Council, the Huron-Manistee National 
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Forests agreed to complete studies for the five inventoried rivers within the boundaries of the 
National Forests.  The Forests also agreed to identify any other rivers that may be eligible using 
the criteria of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.   Three of the five rivers were determined to be 
eligible: the Little Muskegon, Muskegon (2 segments) and the White.  A segment of the White 
River not identified in the Nationwide Rivers Inventory was also analyzed and determined to be 
eligible.  These rivers are currently being managed to protect or enhance those values that made 
them eligible for the National System.  The Pentwater and the upper portion of the Muskegon 
River were determined to be not eligible, and the East Branch of the Au Gres was not classified 
because there was no federal ownership. 
 
Table E-1 lists the eligible rivers by segment and length, outstandingly remarkable values, and 
classification on National Forest System lands. 
 
Table E-1.  Huron-Manistee National Forests’ Eligible Wild, Scenic, and 
Recreational Rivers. 
 
River 

 
Segment 
 

 
Length 
(miles) 

Outstandingly 
Remarkable 
Values 

 
Classification 

Little 
Muskegon 

Croton Dam to Morley 
impoundment 

25 Scenic Scenic 

Muskegon Croton Dam to City of 
Newaygo 

14 Scenic and 
Archeological 

Recreation 

White (3 
segments) 

White Cloud downstream to 
Forest boundary 
 
Forest boundary near 
Hesperia downstream to 
Forest boundary 
 
North Branch from mouth 
to McLaren Lake 

75 Recreational 
and 
Archeological 

Recreation 

 
In March 1992, the Michigan Scenic Rivers Act was passed.  This act designated the Pine River 
and Bear Creek as National Scenic Rivers; the Manistee River as a National Recreational River; 
and 42 miles of the Little Manistee and 75 miles of the White Rivers as Study Rivers.  
Management plans for the three designated rivers were completed.  The Little Manistee River 
and the White River studies have not been completed at this time. 
 

Forest Plan Revision 
 
In 2004, the Forest Plan Revision provided the opportunity to review the 1986 Forest Plan, as 
amended, the Michigan Scenic Rivers Act, and the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to determine if 
there were any changes to the status of rivers within the Huron-Manistee National Forests.  Table 
E-2 summarizes the review and recommendations for designated rivers on the Forests.  
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Table E-2.  Huron-Manistee National Forests’ Designated Wild and Scenic Rivers. 
River Review Assessment Recommendation 
Pere Marquette 
River 

Current management plan is out 
of date and needs to be revised 

Update the Pere Marquette Plan 
outside of the Forests’ Plan revision 
process. 

Au Sable River Current river corridor boundary 
does not correlate with physical 
features on the ground. 
 

Change the management area 
boundary to coincide with McKinley 
and South River Roads. 

Pine River Current management direction is 
adequate for implementation. 
Stronach Dam has been removed 
and an additional segment of the 
river may be eligible. 

Place the lands between the Pine 
River National Scenic River’s western 
boundary to M-55 in “lands in holding” 
for potential addition to the Pine 
National Scenic River. 

Manistee River Management plan is current. No changes recommended. 
Bear Creek Management plan is current. No changes recommended. 

 
Table E-3 summarizes the review and recommendations for the Study Rivers on the Forests. 
 
Table E-3.  Huron-Manistee National Forests Study Wild and Scenic Rivers. 
River Review Assessment Recommendation 
Little Muskegon 
River 

Free-flowing conditions and 
outstandingly remarkable values 
have been protected by Forests’ 
Plan Standards and Guidelines. 

Complete the suitability determination 
outside of Forests’ Plan revision.  
Continue protection of the river’s 
attributes. 

Muskegon 
River 

Free-flowing conditions and 
outstandingly remarkable values 
have been protected by Forests’ 
Plan Standards and Guidelines. 

Complete the suitability determination 
outside of Forests’ Plan revision. 
Continue protection of the river’s 
attributes. 

White River Michigan Scenic Rivers Act Public 
Law 102-249,of 1991 identified as 
a Study River. 

Complete the river study as staffing 
and funding become available; 
delineate a river corridor; place in 
Management Area 9.2 to ensure 
protection of the values for which it 
may be designated. 

Little Manistee 
River 

Michigan Scenic Rivers Act of 
1991, Public Law 102-249 
identified as a Study River.   

Complete the river study as staffing 
and funding become available; 
delineate a river corridor; place in 
Management Area 9.2 to ensure 
protection of the values for which it 
may be designated. 

Pine River Free-flowing conditions and 
outstandingly remarkable values 
have been protected by Forests’ 
Plan Standards and Guidelines. 

Complete the suitability determination 
outside of Forests’ Plan revision.  
Place the lands between the Pine 
River National Scenic River’s western 
boundary to M-55 in Management 
Area 9.2 to ensure protection of this 
segment for potential addition to the 
Pine National Scenic River. 
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Summary: 
 
The segment of the Pine River between Highway M-55 and the Pine River Scenic boundary has 
been identified for inclusion in the National System.  This is a result of the removal of Stronach 
Dam.  No other new rivers were identified for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System.  
Eligibility of this segment of the Pine River has been completed and recommendation is to 
classify this segment as Scenic.  The Forest Plan Standards and Guidelines will protect the free-
flowing condition, the outstandingly remarkable values, and the Scenic classification of this 
segment of the Pine River. 
 
The Forest Plan Standards and Guidelines will protect the free-flowing condition, the 
outstandingly remarkable values and the classifications of the rivers that have been determined to 
be eligible - the Muskegon, Little Muskegon, and the Pine Addition - and the two Study Rivers - 
the White and the Little Manistee - until the suitability analyses or studies are completed. 


