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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Monday, June 22, 2009


Contact:  Joanna Wilson, 208-524-7550


Wildfire Training Drill in Southeast Idaho Falls Area

IDAHO FALLS, ID—On June 27, the local Upper Snake River Interagency Wildfire Group will be simulating a wildfire in the southeast Idaho Falls area, near the Blackrock Estates and Comora Loma subdivisions. Participants include fire personnel and equipment from Idaho Falls, Ammon, Shelley/Firth, Central, Ucon, and Madison Fire Departments, Teton Communications, Bonneville County Road and Bridge, Homeland Security, National Weather Service, High Country RC&D, Bonneville County Emergency Management, Idaho National Laboratory, Bonneville County Sheriff’s Office, Bureau of Land Management and Forest Service.
The drill will start at approximately10 a.m. and end at approximately 2 p.m.  The cooperating agencies will commence the training exercise in the foothills between Taylor Mountain Road and Blackrock Estates and Comora Loma subdivisions.  Engine crews will be practicing wildfire suppression strategies and structure protection tactics.  Emergency personnel will use this opportunity to test the Code Red emergency telephone notification system within this area.  
Fire personnel will also utilize this opportunity for training, familiarity of area, cooperation with local departments and communications.  Signs will be posted throughout the training area to notify the public of the exercise.  We ask that even though this is a drill, large fire apparatuses will be traveling on roadways and throughout subdivisions.  Traffic control will be in the area, but please drive slowly and carefully!
In an effort to capitalize on the simulation, fire officials encourage public involvement, though participation is not required.  Firefighters may be accessing the training area through private property.  However, emergency vehicles will stay on existing roads and two-tracks, and any other access will be by foot, for the purpose of assembling and dissembling hose-lays.  If private property is involved for these purposes, extreme caution will be taken to preclude any damage.

You can do your part to get ready for wildfire season 2009 by contacting High Country RC&D for a free home evaluation.  Please call (208) 681-5964 to have your property evaluated.  The RC&D will also be available during the drill.
For questions and/or concerns regarding this planned activity, or if you would like to specifically exclude your property from this event, please contact Richard Zimmerman, 208-524-7603 or Rick Taylor 208-612-8466.  
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