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1405 Hollipark Drive
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Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




Contact:  Scott Bossell
DATE:  January 13, 2009





Phone:  208-354-2312
09-07
Teton Basin Ranger District Announces Trail Projects
Eastern Idaho: The Caribou-Targhee National Forest, Teton Basin Ranger District would like to notify the public of trail projects.  The Teton Basin Ranger District is applying for grant monies from the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation to finance the following projects in the Big Hole Mountain range. The following projects will be categorically excluded from the National Environmental Protection Act.

Project #1 will be re-routing and expanding approximately 3.5 miles of the Hilton Creek- Highway 31 trail (077), previously known as the Sheep Driveway trail (051) to accommodate safe travel for ATVs.  The section of trail to be expanded begins at the intersection of the 077 trail and Looking Glass Creek and continues North over Piney Pass.  This project was identified as a District priority during the 2008 Big Holes Travel Plan revision. Planned accomplishments; 

· Re-route and expand 3.5 miles of trail along the Elk Flat Fork of Pine Creek. This will consist of locating a new route along the stream in accordance with the Caribou-Targhee National Forest, Forest Plan as terrain features allow.

· Constructing 48”wide two-track trail on the new route. 

· Obliterating the old trail, by restoring old tread to original slope, blocking access with large woody debris and large rocks, and breaking up the hard pan to allow for seed catch, slow the flow of water, and to allow for absorption.

· Rehabilitating old stream crossings that are no longer required due to the reroute with native sedges and willows. 

· Construct 2 small bridges and harden creek crossings in order to prevent unnecessary damage to riparian areas.

 Project #2 will be the construction of a bridge over Red creek on the Hilton Creek-Highway 31 trail (077).  This bridge will accommodate all authorized trail use.  Planned accomplishments consist of:

· Bridge construction over Red Creek

· Elevating the trail surface and installing a basin and culvert to protect spring fed riparian area.

· Using native plant resources to limit erosion and restore damaged stream bank. 

· Restore abandoned channels of Red creek in order to limit erosion and disperse the force of the creek during peak run off events.

 Project #3 Teton Basin Ranger District is applying for grant monies through Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation to hire a law enforcement officer.  The position would be seasonal and run from May to October of 2008.  The funding is through the Off-Road Motor Vehicle Fund (ORMV).  Annually, a portion of monies from this fund are awarded to “assist with the enforcement of laws and regulations governing the use of off-road vehicles in the State of Idaho,”(IDPR Grant Application Guidelines, p. 8).

 Project #4 is heavy maintenance on approximately 15.58 miles of National Forest system trails. Trail maintenance will consist of the following: Brushing clearing limits will be 8’ wide and 10’ high. The clearing limits will be decreased when adjacent to fish bearing streams in order to maintain shade. Rotted water bars will be replaced with rolling dips. Major ruts will have check dams installed. If a local source of gravel is available, ruts will be filled in.  Stream crossings will be hardened.  Small scale reroutes will be constructed to remove the trail from riparian areas and limit erosion. The following trails will receive maintenance. 

Trail #                Trail Name                               Miles                     
067

Hilton creek


1.88

014

Allen Canyon-Pole Canyon
6.85

220

N. Mahogany-Elk Flat
4.41

238

Drake creek


1.38

237

S. Grove creek


1.06

Trail Maintenance total:


15.58 miles



The work is planned to be completed during the summer of 2009.  If you would like to provide comments or concerns pertaining to this or any other trail projects, please contact Scott Bossell at the Teton Basin Ranger District on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest at (208) 354-2312. In order to be most helpful comments for these projects need to be received by January 29th  2009.
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