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Six Rivers Takes Over the Backbone Fire 
 

WILLOW CREEK, Calif. –   The Backbone Fire is 90% contained and has remained at 6,324 

acres for several days. As a result, the National Incident Management Organization (NIMO) has 

transitioned with a local Type 3 organization from the Six Rivers National Forest. This fire organization 

will continue to monitor any heat that remains in the interior, while continuing suppression repair 

activities around the perimeter.  

 

Since the fire personnel assigned is downsizing, the camp located at Veterans Park in Willow 

Creek, California will officially close at noon today, Friday, July 24, 2009.  

 

This will be the last daily update from the Backbone Fire, but periodic updates regarding 

suppression repair activities and closure status for trails and the Big Rock River Access can still be 

found at www.inciweb.org/incident/1716/.  

 

Information inquiries can be made at the Lower-Trinity Ranger Station by calling: 530-629-

2118. 
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Current Status 

The T3 organization will continue suppression repair and monitor 
containment lines.  

The new organization will be operating out of the Lower-Trinity 
Rangers Station. 

Size 
6,324 Acres: 4,534 Shasta-Trinity National Forest; 1,783 Six Rivers 
National Forest; 7 Klamath National Forest. Backbone Total: 5,195 
and Red Spot 1,129 

Location 12 miles northeast of Willow Creek in Trinity Alps Wilderness 

Cause & Date Started Lightning strikes in the Trinity Alps Wilderness on July 1, 2009  

Containment 90 percent 

Resources 

Type 1 Crews: 0                             Engines: 0 

Type 2 Crews: 2                             Water Tenders: 4 

Helicopters: (1) Type 3; (2) Type 2, (1) Type I  

Total Personnel: 141 

Closures 

Six Rivers National Forest Order No. 10-09-01: The Big Rock 
River Access and Day Use area has been closed. There is a “No 
Stop Zone” from the mouth of Willow Creek to one mile downriver; 
visitors are asked to float through with caution, due to the helibase 
location. 

Horse Ridge National Recreation Trail, Salmon Summit National 
Scenic Trail, Mill Creek, Tish Tang, and Red Cap Trails, Bear Hole, 
and Grizzly Camp areas. 

Six Rivers National Forest Order No. 10-09-01: Extensive area 
closure in and around the Backbone and Red Spot wildfires. Refer 
to Six Rivers National web site or Inciweb for details text and map. 

Shasta –Trinity National Forest Order No. 14-09-03: Virgin Creek 
Trail, Soldier Creek Trail, Lipps Camp Trail, Devils Backbone Trail, 
Salmon Summit Trail from its intersection with the Devils Backbone 

Trail, then east to its intersection with the Battle Creek Trail. 

Klamath National Forest:  Forest Road 10N04 has been closed to 
public use in order to secure the helicopter accident site for the 
ongoing accident investigation. 

Other 

This will be the last daily update from the Backbone Fire, 

but periodic updates regarding suppression repair activities and 

closure status for trails and the Big Rock River Access can still 

be found at www.inciweb.org/incident/1716/. Information 

inquiries can be made at the Lower-Trinity Ranger Station 

by calling: 530-629-2118. 

 


