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7. Appeal Rights  

This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR Part 215.  Individuals or organizations who commented or otherwise expressed interest in the project during the comment period may appeal this decision.  The appeal must be filed (regular mail, fax, email, hand-delivery, or express delivery) with the Appeal Deciding Officer at: 

Jim Sanders, Appeal Deciding Officer
Attn: Appeals & Litigation
USDA-Forest Service, Eastern Region
626 E. Wisconsin Ave.
Milwaukee, WI  53202

FAX number: (414) 944-3963. Normal business hours (for hand-delivered appeals) are 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding federal holidays.  Electronic appeals must be directed to: 

appeals-eastern-regional-office@fs.fed.us. Electronic appeals should be in TXT, RTF, DOC, PDF or other Microsoft Office-compatible formats.  In cases where no identifiable name is attached to an electronic message, a verification of identity will be required. A scanned signature is one way to provide verification.  Appeals, including attachments, must be filed within 45 days from the publication date of the legal notice in the Mesabi Daily News, the newspaper of record.  Attachments received after the 45 day appeal period will not be considered. The publication date in the Mesabi Daily News, newspaper of record, is the exclusive means for calculating the time to file an appeal.  Those wishing to appeal this decision should not rely upon dates or timeframe information provided by any other source. 
Regulations specify appellant’s responsibility and minimum content of appeals (36 § 215.14):

(a) It is the appellant’s responsibility to provide sufficient project or activity specific evidence and rationale, focusing on the decision, to show why the Responsible Official’s decision should be reversed (paragraph (b) (6–9)).

(b) The appeal must be filed with the Appeal Deciding Officer 36 § 215.8 in writing. At a minimum, an appeal must include the following:

(1) Appellant’s name and address (36 § 215.2), with a telephone number, if available;

(2) Signature or other verification of authorship upon request (a scanned signature for electronic mail may be filed with the appeal);

(3) When multiple names are listed on an appeal, identification of the lead appellant (36 § 215.2) and verification of the identity of the lead appellant upon request;

(4) The name of the project or activity for which the decision was made, the name and title of the Responsible Official, and the date of the decision;

(5) The regulation under which the appeal is being filed, when there is an option to appeal under either this part or part 251, subpart C (36 § 215.11(d));

(6) Any specific change(s) in the decision that the appellant seeks and rationale for those changes;

(7) Any portion(s) of the decision with which the appellant disagrees, and explanation for the disagreement;

(8) Why the appellant believes the Responsible Official’s decision failed to consider the substantive comments; and

(9) How the appellant believes the decision specifically violates law, regulation, or policy.

(c) The Appeal Deciding Officer shall not process an appeal when one or more of the following applies:

(1) An appellant’s identity is not provided or cannot be determined from the signature (written or electronically scanned) and a reasonable means of contact is not provided.

(2) The appellant has not provided a reasonable means of contact.

(3) The decision cannot be identified.

(4) The appeal is illegible for any reason, including those submitted electronically in a format different from that specified in the legal notice.

Contact Persons

For additional information concerning this decision or the Forest Service appeal process, contact Carol Booth, Project Coordinator, LaCroix Ranger District, 320 North Highway 53, Cook, MN  55723;  218-666-0020. 
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