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1  Introduction  
 
 
This Record of Decision (ROD) documents our decision to select Alternative 3 Modified as described in 
the Echo Trail Area Forest Management Project Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS).  This 
ROD includes a brief introductory summary, a description of our decision, rationale for our decision, an 
explanation of other alternatives, a synopsis of public involvement, and information on implementation 
(including the appeal process).  
 
 
Summary 
 
Our decision includes vegetation and associated transportation management activities on Superior 
National Forest land that meet desired resource conditions and objectives of the Superior National Forest 
Land and Resource Management Plan approved in 2004 (Forest Plan).  Our decision includes conducting 
vegetation management through harvest activities on 12,701 acres of National Forest System land, 
restoring conifer species on 5,286 acres, diversity planting on 1,999 acres, offering approximately 58 
million board feet of timber to local and regional markets, decommissioning 35 miles of road that are not 
needed for future vegetation management, providing temporary access to State of Minnesota land for a 
total of 6 miles, and managing 37 gravel pits.   
 
 
Project Area 
 
The Echo Trail Area Forest Management Project (Project Area), approximately 203,700 acres, is located 
in St. Louis and Lake Counties, Minnesota.  About 126,000 acres or 62 percent of the Project Area is 
National Forest System (NFS) land north and south of the Echo Trail (County Road 116) from the 
Vermilion River to Burntside Lake, and from Lake Vermilion to the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness (BWCAW).  Activities are not proposed in the BWCAW.  Other landowners who manage 
land within the Project Area boundaries include the State of Minnesota, St. Louis County, Lake County, 
and private landowners.  All vegetation management activities that are part of the Echo Trail Area Forest 
Management Project will occur on National Forest System land.  
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Purpose and Need  
 
The Purpose and Need for change was determined by evaluating the existing vegetation and wildlife 
habitat conditions of the Project Area, and comparing it with desired vegetation conditions and objectives 
in the Forest Plan.  The transportation system needed for vegetation management was also analyzed in 
relation to Forest Plan direction.  The Purpose and Need for the Echo Trail Area Forest Management 
Project is described in Section 1.5 of the Final EIS and is summarized below:
 

1) Maintain and restore forest health and wildlife habitat through vegetation management activities 
that move age class and vegetation composition in the Project Area toward the long-term Forest 
Plan Landscape Ecosystem (LE) and Management Area (MA) objectives.  In particular, this 
means increase the amount of young forest, maintain and enhance older-aged forests; restore 
appropriate sites to jack pine, white pine, red pine and spruce-fir; reduce fuels; and restore the 
historic native vegetation communities as measured by condition class.  Figure ROD-1 depicts an 
existing typical jack pine stand in the Project Area. 

 
2) Promote multi-age forest by restoring the diversity of tree species, tree ages, and vegetation layers 

to promote native vegetation communities. 
 

3) Maintain and create large patches of young forest and larger patches of old forest to emulate 
natural disturbances. 

 
4) Provide sustainable forest products in an environmentally acceptable manner. 

 
5) Provide an adequate transportation system for managing National Forest System land, provide 

reasonable access to State and county land, and provide a safe network of roads for public use.  
Road management plans include managing gravel pits. 
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FIGURE ROD-1 
Example of a mature jack pine stand in the Echo Trail Project Area. 


