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CLEAR/NEZ FIRE ZONE CONDUCTING PRESCRIBED BURNING 

Air quality is a major concern during all phases of any prescribed burning project.  Coordination with State, 

Tribal and Federal air quality agencies as well as obtaining a favorable smoke dispersion forecast occurs prior to 

ignition, during ignition, and after ignition for all our prescribed burns.  However, weather and winds are 

unpredictable and there is a chance that smoke will impact the local area, though not for long periods of time. 

The “natural fuels” projects are designed to minimize the effects of future wildfire events by reducing fuel 

loadings and continuity. These prescribed fires also provide many benefits to wildlife by creating a higher quality 

and greater quantity of grass, forb and brush browse. Some road and trail systems in the vicinity of these projects 

may be temporarily closed during prescribed burning operations.  

One of the challenges we face is that at this time of year it is possible for small private landowners to burn 

without a permit. The closed fire season begins in Idaho on May 10 and a permit is necessary through the end of 

October because of the fire hazard, those permits are tracked and considered during that period of time. Outside 

those dates private parties can burn without permits, and we have no idea as to who is burning and therefore 

cannot use that information to make better decisions on when it is likely there will be smoke impacts. 

The Forest Service, Idaho Department of Lands, Nez Perce Tribe, as well as a number of large and small 

private landowners, are also burning at this time of year. Many, but not all, of these prescribed forestry burns are 

coordinated through the Montana/Idaho Airshed group. The North Idaho Agriculture Burning Program, Idaho DEQ, 

as well as the Nez Perce Tribes Smoke Management section, also coordinate with the members of the 

Montana/Idaho Airshed Group to manage the overall impacts of smoke from the many beneficial uses of fire at this 

time of year. 

For more information, please contact Jim Gray, Clear/Nez Zone Fire Staff Officer, at (208) 983-4066. 
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