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Marci Nielsen-Gerhardt retires from the Nez Perce National Forest 

Grangeville, Idaho:  Marci Nielsen-Gerhardt is known for her energy, interest and knowledge in 

land management and her ability to work in many places at (seemingly) one time.  Now her energy will 

be placed in a different direction.  She retired from the Forest Service on October 1, 2008.   

In 1975, while a college student at Montana State University, Marci worked in reforestation and fire 

for the Gallatin National Forest in Bozeman, Montana.  She also worked for the Kootenai National 

Forest in soils and plant identification.  In 1979 she accepted a permanent position with the Soil 

Conservation Service.  In 1980 she started her Forest Service career with the Kootenai National Forest 

as a Soil Scientist where she worked until 1985.   

She transferred to the Nez Perce National Forest in 1986 as a Forester.  During that time she 

worked for timber, silviculture, minerals, trails and recreation.  She worked for the Payette National 

Forest, Krassel Ranger District and their west zone, in minerals, soils and hydrology from 1990 – 1995.  

She transferred back to the Nez Perce, where she remained until her retirement.  During that time she 

worked as a hydrologist for the Moose Creek Ranger District and at the forest level.   

Marci holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Montana State University and a Master of Science 

degree from the University of Idaho.   

Marci’s fondest memories are of working in the wilderness on the Moose Creek Ranger District.   
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Retirement will not slow Marci down; her plans for the future include river rafting, horse camping, fly 

fishing, hiking, and visiting friends and family. Marci and her husband Nick live along the Middle Fork of 

the Clearwater River.  Her family includes her son, Scott, his wife, Corry and granddaughter, Marisa.     
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