United States
Department of
Agriculture

Forest
Service

Northern
Region

May 2006

USDA
=

Proposed Land
Management Plan

ldaho Panhandle National Forests




The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.




Proposed Land Management Plan

Idaho Panhandle National Forests

Responsible Official:

For Information Contact:

Send Comments to:

Ranotta McNair, Forest Supervisor
Idaho Panhandle National Forests
3815 Schreiber Way

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

Carolyn Upton

Idaho Panhandle National Forests
3815 Schreiber Way

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

(208) 765-7235

Idaho Panhandle National Forest
KIPZ Revision Team

3815 Schreiber Way

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815






Table of Contents

] 8 0T [T« o] o RSP SSTPSSN %
Land Management Plan Context and PUIPOSE ........ccccveivieiiieiiienieiiesie et ens v
Plan Components and OrganizZation..............ccvereereeriveeireerreeseeseessesseseseesseesseesseesssessessesssessns v
Land Management Plan CONSIStENCY ........ccvverriereerieiieeieereesteesieeseesreseseesseeseesseesseesssessesseans vi
Plan Set 0f DOCUIMENLS ........ccciiiiiiiieiieieeseesie e ere et et e aesbeebeesseessaessaesssessseesseesseesssesssensns vii
Relationship to Other Strategic GUIAANCE...........cveevvieeiieriieriiriecre et ere e ere e es viii
RIGHES ANd INTETESES ....viiuviiiieiieieiieciie ettt e st e st e sveebeesbe e teestaestbessseesseesseessaessaesssesssensseans X
About the Idaho Panhandle National FOrests..........cccccvvviiiviiirierieniesieciecreereeee s X
Distinctive Features of the Idaho Panhandle National FOTests ........ccccccevevvriierienieneeiie e, X

(O 0T o] =T g RV 1] o] o RS RSS 1-1
INEEOAUCHION ...ttt ettt st e e e e te et e s sbessseessaessaesseessaessneasseenseesseenssennns 1-1

DeSIred CONAItION. .......eeriieriieiieeie ettt este st ste et et ebeeteestaesteesssessseesseesseesssesssessseanseenseenses 1-1
Forestwide Desired Conditions by Sustainability TOPICS .......cceeevvrerierierieriienie e 1-2
Access and Recreation Desired Condition ...........ccvecververierieniienieenieenee e see e eveesieeseeenens 1-2
Roadless Areas and Recommended Wilderness Desired Condition............ccceveverveecveeneennen. 1-3
Vegetation Desired CONAItION ........c.eecvierierieriiriieieeieeree e seesveereeseesseesaesesesssessseenseesens 1-4
Timber Desired CONAItiON ..........ccvecverieriiiiieiieseereeseeete e eteeseesaesreeseesseesseesseessnesssenns 1-17
Fire Desired CONAItiON ..........ccuveeiieriierieriisiieieesieesieeseestesseeseesseesssesssesnseessaesaesseessnenssenns 1-18
Wildlife Desired CONAItION ..........cccverieriiriieriienieeseeseeesieereereesseesaesssesseesseesseessnessnessenns 1-19
Watersheds (Water, Soil, and Riparian) and Aquatic Species Desired Condition................. 1-27
OtHET TOPICS .veeuvvenerereieeetieie et esteeseesetestteesteesbe e teesseesssessseasseanseessaessaessaesssessseasseasseesseenseesssennns 1-31
American Indian Rights and Interests Desired Condition............cocceveeienineeninienieneneenne. 1-31
Cooperation and Community Involvement Desired Condition............cceeevervvevreerieenvenenenne, 1-31
Grazing Desired CONAItiON..........cccveriieriieiieeieeieesieesee e sre e et esseestaessaessnessseesseesseesseensns 1-31
Heritage Resources Desired COndition ...........cccecvereerieesiieeiieesiiesienee e ereeseesseeseeesenesneens 1-32
Lands Desired COndition............ccverierieriiriieiiesieeseeseesreeseeseessaesssesssesseesaesseesseesnesssenns 1-32
Minerals Desired CONAItION ..........ccvevieriiiiiieiiierierieseeete e eieeseesaessreeseesaesseesseessnesnsenns 1-32
Other Forest Products Desired Condition...........ccvecverierierieniieiiesieenee e e sre e esieesseenens 1-32
Social and Economic Systems Desired Condition ..........cccceeeeereieecieerieeneenienieniesveeseeeens 1-33
Wild and Scenic Rivers (Congressionally Designated Eligible, and Suitable) Desired
L0703 414 1 o) 1 1RSSR 1-34
Wilderness, Recommended Wilderness, Wilderness Study Areas, and Primitive Lands
DeSIred CONAItION. ....ccuieriieiieetieieesieste sttt et esieesieeseesaeasse e seessaesssessseenseessaessaesseessnensenns 1-34
Geographic Areas Desired CONditioNS..........c.cecveriierierieiiieieeieeseeseeseesaessresseesseesseessnesens 1-37
INEOAUCTION ...ttt ettt e st e ssae et e e ba e saesssessseenseensaenseesseessnennsanns 1-37
GOZIAPNIC ATCAS ...eevvienvieiieeiieeie et eteesteeseteesteebe e bt e teesssesssessseenseesseessaessseasseansesnseenseesssennns 1-37
Cocur d’Alene GEOZraphiC ATCA.........cccveervieriieriieriierierie st ereereessaesseesaesssessseasseeseesseessnesnns 1-39
General Location, Description, and Unique Features..........c.coccvvevverierieernencieerieeieeseeneneens 1-39
Geographic Area Desired CONdition ..........ceecuveriieriierierienieeieereesreeseesnesresreeseesseesseesnns 1-39
Management Area COMPOSILION .......vervierierreeiierieerieesresreereeseesseesssessesseessaesseesseesnesssenns 1-42
Lower Kootenai GEOZraphiC ATCa ........ccueerveerieereerieeieeieeieesteesieesressesssesseeseessaesseessnesssenns 1-45
General Location, Description, and Unique Features..........c.coccvvvvierieneenieencieenieeieeseeneeens 1-45
Geographic Area Desired CONdition ..........c.cccuveeuieriierierienieeieereesieeseeseesnesseeseesseesseenens 1-45
Management Area COMPOSILION .......verveerrrrrierierteerieesresteereeseesseesssessesseessaesseesseesnesssenns 1-48
Pend Oreille GEOraphic ATCa ........eccvievieiiieriierieiieeieete et esteesieesaessessseesseeseessaessnesssesssenns 1-51
General Location, Description, and Unique Features..........c.coccvvevveriereeniienieenieeieeseenneens 1-51
Geographic Area Desired CONdition ..........ceecuveeiieriierierienierieeieesieeseesnesnesreeseesseesseennns 1-51
Management Area COMPOSILION .......verveerrerieeriereerieesresiteesseesseesseesssessesseesseesseesseesnesssenns 1-54
Priest GEOZIAPNIC ATCA ....cuveevieiieieieeeiieiieieesieesteestesteeteebe e beesteesssessseesseessaesseessaessnenssesnsenns 1-57
General Location, Description, and Unique Features..........c.coccvvvverierieerienieeireeieeseeneeens 1-57
Geographic Area Desired CONdition ..........cccecveeieeriierienienierieeieesieeseesnesnesseeseesseesseennns 1-57

Proposed Land Management Plan Idaho Panhandle National Forests i



Table of Contents

Management Area COMPOSILION ........eevieriieriieriierreeteesitesieeseesresseeseesseesseesssesssessseessesssaens 1-61
St. JO& GEOZTAPNIC ATCA.....ecvieiieiieiieiieeie et et e stee e eteebeebeesbaessaesssessseenseesseesseesssesssennsennes 1-63
General Location, Description, and Unique Features............ccccvevveriincieereeneeneesre e 1-63
Geographic Area Desired COndition ..........cceevververieeiieeiiieseeseesee e ereeseesseesseesenesssessseenns 1-63
Management Area COMPOSILION .......veevierieeriieriierreireesreesieesteesresseeseesseesseesssessseesseessesssaens 1-66
(O T o (-] S 1 -1 =1 | SRS 2-1
53T (e 4 1017 5 ()1 USROS 2-1
ODJECLIVES ...eneeuteeieeeite ettt ettt et et e st e et e et e bt et e e bt e sttesstesateeateeabe e beesseesneesnseenseenseenseaseenseens 2-1
OLhET TOPICS ..veenveetieitieeiie ettt ettt ettt et et et e bt e steesatesaeeeateeabe e beesseesneesasesnseenseenseenseenseens 2-4
SUIADIIIEY OF AT@AS .. .veiueieiieiieitie ettt ettt ettt e st esate et eebe et esaeesneesnteenseenseenseens 2-5
Management Area Suitability and Special AT€as .........cccccvvvueeriierierienieeie e 2-8
MAT1la — Congressionally Designated Wilderness ...........cccceveeriieiiieiiienienienieeieeieeieeniens 2-11
MA1b — Recommended WiIldeINess..........cecuieruieriiiiieiieiiesiee ettt ettt 2-12
MA1c — Congressionally Designated Wilderness Study Areas.........cccecveeveerieeieenieeneeninnns 2-14
MATe — Primitive Lands .........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiieieeee ettt ettt 2-15
MAZ2a — Congressionally Designated Wild and Scenic RIVers .......c..ccocovevvenenvencnceniennen. 2-16
MAZ2b — Eligible and Suitable Wild and Scenic RIVers.........c.cccccevirienininicninicnciceieene 2-18
MA3 - Special Interest Areas (Botanical, Geological, Pioneer, Recreational, & Scenic)..2-20
MA4a — Established and Proposed Research Natural Areas ..........ccocceeveevienieeieesieeneenennns 2-22
MAA4b — EXperimental FOTESES.........ciiiiiiriieriieiierie ettt ettt ettt ettt neee 2-24
MAS = BaCKCOUNLIY ...euiiiiieiieciie ettt ettt ettt e st ettt esbeesateenteenseeseenaeens 2-25
MAG  — GENEIal FOTESL....couiiiiiiiiiiieit ettt ettt naee s 2-28
MA7 — Primary Recreation ATEAS .........cceeveerieriiiieeitesitesieesteete ettt siee st enee e eaeeneee s 2-30
Chapter 3. DeSIgN CrITEITA ......cciiviiiieieiciee sttt 3-1
INEOAUCTION ...ttt b e sttt et e sbe e sbee st e sate e 3-1
(€ 11T 1S] 11 TS SO RR 3-1
Other Sources 0f DeSign CIItEIIA ......cuevvervieiieiieriiesieseeereereereesreesteeseesssessreesseeseesseesseens 3-1
ACCESS ANA RECTEATION ....ouvieieiiiiieie ettt sttt ettt ettt e et e beenee e 3-1
Access and Travel Management............cccueevvieriieriieriierieereereesreesreeseeeseresnessseeseesseesssesssessnes 3-1
01 (< 15 T} W SRRSO 3-2
QT T TSSO 3-2
o3 11S) 2R RUPSRPR 3-3
ROAAIESS ATEAS .....coueitieiieie ettt ettt ettt e bt eat et e e ae et e see e e nteeeeeneeebeeneene e 3-3
05 7215 10 o PSPPSR 3-3
Threatened, Endangered, and Proposed Plant Species.........ccevvveviereerieiieeiieeeeeeeeeveene, 3-3
Plant Species of Concern and Species of INtErest.........cevvvivviieriierienieiie e 3-3
(@1 I € {071« F SRS 3-4
ANCIENE CAAT GTOVE.......tieieiiiiieieste ettt ettt ettt et et s e et esae e st eeesseeneeeseeneenee e 34
DOWN WOOM ...ttt ettt ettt st st st st e b e bt e b e s 3-4
INSECS ANA DISEASE......eeeeeeieeiiieieste ettt ettt ettt ettt et et se et e see et et e ese e e e neeneene e 3-4
Noxious Weeds and Invasive Plant SPECIES .......c.cccvvrvieriiiiiieiieiie e e eieeseesvesveeseereeseee s 3-4
0 o3 SRRSO 3-5
FAT@ ettt ettt et e b ettt et e b e st sae e st 3-5
B0 TA 1 L < SRR SSRS 3-5
COMNECTIVILY ..vvevvieviesiieeireereeteeteesteestessresereesseesseesseesseesssessseasseasseesseesssesssesssesssessseessesssaessenns 3-5
Threatened and Endangered Wildlife SPeCies ........cccerviriiiciieiiienieiiesie e e 3-6
Wildlife Species of Concern and Species of INterest........c.ocvvevvvevierienciesiiecieeeeeeseesveene, 3-7
Watersheds (Soil, Water, and Riparian Areas) and Aquatic SPECIES .........cvvvrverreereerverveaneenn. 3-9
WALETSIEAS ...ttt ettt e et eee e et ee e 3-9
AT 1 PRSP 3-10
RIPATIAN ATCAS ...vvveuvviievieeiieieecieesiteete vt et et et e sebesebeesseesteesteessseasseesseesseesssessseassensseesseessenns 3-10
AQUALIC SPECIES ..vveuvviierieeiiesiieitiesteeteereeteesteesttesereesseesseesseessaessseasseesseesseesssessseassessseesseessenns 3-11
OthET TOPICS vvievvieirietietiesie et ettt e et e et e e bt e steestaestbeesbeesseesseessaessassseasseasseesseessaesssesssesssessseessennes 3-11

Proposed Land Management Plan Idaho Panhandle National Forests



Table of Contents

AL QUALIEY ..ottt sttt et et et e stee st e ssbeesbeesbeesseesseessseesseanseenseensaesseesnnennneanseans 3-11
Buildings and Other StrUCLUTES .........cccvevcviiiieriierieeriesieete et eieesieesaesreeseessaesseesseessnesnsenns 3-12
EXPEerimental FOTESS........cccuiiiiiiciieieierie sttt ettt e veeve e et esaessbeenseensaessaesseesenesnsenns 3-12
L€ 1 V41T 3-12
HETItage RESOUICES.....ueiiuiiiieeiieieeitete st et et et e steestaesaeesbe e te e saesssessseenseensaessaesseessnennsenns 3-13
Lands and Special Uses — Utility Corridors and Communication Sites...........c.cceceerereeneee 3-13
IMINIETALS .ttt ettt ettt et h et e bt bt et e ebeeat e bt e bt et e sbeent e tesbeentens 3-14
Other FOTest PIOAQUCES .....c.eiuieiiiiiieiiii ettt s 3-14
Research Natural Areas (RINAS).....ccveviiriiiiieiieieeree sttt ste s esaesaeesenesnneens 3-14
Special INterest AT€aS (SLAS) .oouvieciieciieierierie ettt ettt e st re e be et e senesebesnseensaensees 3-14
Tribal CONSUITALION ......etieiiiiieiieie ettt sttt ettt sttt et e 3-14
Wild and Scenic RiVers (WESRS) ...ccvviiiiiiiiiieiieiece ettt ens 3-14

Acronyms

Glossary

Appendix A - Plant and Animal Diversity
Appendix B - Forestwide Suitability
List of Tables

Table 1. Recommended amount of coarse woody debris to leave after timber harvesting and
fuel treatments to maintain forest productivity, meet wildlife needs, and provide an

acceptable level of fire risk (Graham et al. 1994, Brown et al. 2003)..........ccccceeveennnee. 1-9
Table 2. Restocking by biophysical setting for lands generally suitable for timber production
...................................................................................................................................... 1-18
Table 3. Snag levels to retain after vegetation treatment activities ...........cceeveeveereereernnnnns 1-22
Table 4. Coeur d’Alene GA management area aCIES........ccueeeveeerurrerveeesveesiveessreressvesssseeees 1-42
Table 5. Lower Kootenai GA management area aCreS .........c..ccveerveerverveecseesseesseesseesnessnenns 1-48
Table 6. Pend Oreille GA Management area aCres ..........ccueecveerreerreereereeseeeneeeneeeseesinesseenns 1-54
Table 7. Priest GA Management QrEa ACTES ......c.eeevvveerveeerveerireeesieeesseeessreessseesssesesssesssseeenes 1-61
Table 8. St. Joe GA Management Qrea ACTES.......ccverreerveriveerreerreesreerresreseseesseesseessesssesssenns 1-66
Table 9. Timber SUItability ACTES ....c..cccveeierierieiieiieeie e see e ere et eieesaesaesereenseenseenseas 2-6
Table 10. IPNF management areas and aCrEageS ..........ceevueerueerreenreenierieeeeeieenieesieesnesnenns 2-10
Table 11. Generally suitable activities and uses for MAla (congressionally designated
WILACITIESS) ...ttt ettt e et e et e e et e e eeteeeetaeeeteeesaaeeeseeeseeeseseseseeenns 2-11
Table 12. Recommended additions to the National Wilderness Preservation System.......... 2-12
Table 13. Generally suitable activities and uses for MA1b (recommended wilderness)......2-13
Table 14. Generally suitable activities and uses for MA1c¢ (Congressionally Designated
Wilderness StUAY ATCAS) .....evvierieeriieriierieeieeieeteestesressesseeseesseessresssesssessseesseesseennns 2-14
Table 15. Areas not recommended as additions to the National Wilderness Preservation
111 1 USRS 2-15
Table 16. Generally suitable activities and uses for MAle (Primitive Lands)..................... 2-15
Table 17. Wild and Scenic RIVETS.........ccccuiiiiiiiiriierieeeie ettt 2-16
Table 18. Generally suitable activities and uses for MA2a (Congressionally Designated Wild
ANA SCENIC RIVETS).cuuiiiiiiiiiiiieit ettt ettt sae s te e beebe et essaessbeenseensaenseas 2-17
Table 19. River ClasSifiCations..........cccveriiriieiiieieeriee sttt ettt ettt e e e enneens 2-18
Table 20. Generally suitable activities and uses for MA2b (eligible and suitable Wild and
SCENIC RIVETS) .vivvieviiiiieiieiiiiiieetteteesteesteestaesvesbeesbeesseesseesssessseesseessaessaesssesssesssesssenns 2-19
Table 21. Management area direction for special interest areas (SIAS) ......c.ccevvevvercvernnnns 2-20
Table 22. Generally suitable activities and uses for MA3 (SIAs -Botanical)....................... 2-21

Proposed Land Management Plan Idaho Panhandle National Forests iii



Table of Contents

Table 23. Generally suitable activities and uses for MA3 (SIAs - Geologic, Recreational,

Scenic, and PIONCET ATCAS) .....c.uiiiiieeciiieciie ettt ettt ettt ettt et eeareeeree e 2-21
Table 24. Research natural areas (RINAS).......oooiiiiiiieiiic ettt e 2-22
Table 25. Generally suitable activities and uses for MA4a (established/proposed RNAs)..2-23
Table 26. EXPerimental fOTEStS ......cccuvieiieriieriierierieiieeieerieesieesee e ere e steessaessseenseenseensaens 2-24
Table 27. Generally suitable activities and uses for MA4b (Experimental Forests) ............ 2-24
Table 28. Generally suitable activities and uses for MAS (Backcountry)..........ccceeevveennenne 2-27
Table 29. Generally suitable activities and uses for MA6 (general forest).........c.cccvevveennenne 2-29
Table 30. Primary recreation areas in the IPNF............c.ccccvviiiiiiiiiiiieeeceeeeee 2-30
Table 31. Generally suitable activities and uses for MA7 (primary recreation areas).......... 2-31
Table 32. Wildlife Species of Concern and Species of Interest Activities Schedule.............. 3-7

List of Figures

Figure 1. VICINIEY MAP ..ccuiiiiiiiieniieiit ettt ettt et ettt e st e st esateebeesbeesseesateenaeenseeseenseens ix
Figure 2. Vegetation desired condition and current vegetation for dominance type Forestwide
........................................................................................................................................ 1-5
Figure 3. Vegetation desired condition and current vegetation for size class Forestwide. .....1-5
Figure 4. Old growth desired condition and current old growth by biophysical group and
FOTESEWIAE ...ttt st et et ae e e e 1-7
Figure 5. Vegetation desired condition and current vegetation for dominance type for the
warm/dry biophySical SEHNG. ........cccviieriiiiiieeie ettt b e eaee e 1-11
Figure 6. Vegetation desired condition and current vegetation for size class for the warm/dry
DIOPIYSICAL SELLING. ...evvveerireiieiiieieerieeseesee et ete ettt e e e e esseessaessaeseaessaeseneenseenns 1-11
Figure 7. Vegetation desired condition and current vegetation for dominance type for the
warm/moist biophysical SEtHING. .......c.cceciiiiiieiiiieeriie et etee e 1-13
Figure 11. Geographic areas in the Idaho Panhandle National Forests............c.ccccccvveeeennen. 1-36
Figure 12. Coeur d’AlENe GA .......ooiiiiieiieeeeee ettt ettt ettt st e e 1-38
Figure 13. Lower Kootenai GA ........c.coooiiiiiiiiieieeeiieeiteeeieeerireesveeesireesbeeeseaeeseseeeesaessseaens 1-44
Figure 14. Pend Oreille GA........ccoooiiiiieiietieceece ettt ae e e ve et s taessveesraessaesraens 1-50
FAigure 15. PriESt GA....oi ittt ettt et e s aessbeesbe e e e seesssesssesnsaensaensaens 1-56
FIgUIE 16. St. JOC GA ..ottt ettt e e v e e tb e e s beeeeaeessbaeessaessseaans 1-62

Proposed Land Management Plan Idaho Panhandle National Forests



