
Yaak GA Meeting 3-3-04 
 
Present: 
Wade Kidder 
Robyn King 
Christina Eisenberg 
Rhoda Cargill 
Joanne Linehan 
Jerry Wandler 
Keith Haggerty 
Carolyn Bennett 
Gail Bennett 
Camille Leidigh 
Cassia Leidigh 
Chuck Leidigh  

Bob Croucher 
Pam Fuqua 
Kelly Needs 
Mary Campbell 
Sue Janssen 
Dario Scarabosio 
Linda Stehlik 
Dick Stehlik 
Jim Mayo 
Ron Brown 
Charlie Wilson 

FS Present: 
Mike Balboni 
Kathy Mohar 
Russ Gautreaux 
Mike Giesey 
 

 
Facilitator Mike Balboni opened the meeting by reviewing the mission statement 

and ground rules. After introductions, Balboni and participants reviewed the notes from 
the previous meeting and approved them, with one change. Camille Leidigh asked for 
inclusion of SST information.  

Balboni announced that the planning team has agreed to end the workgroup 
process by the end of April. Troy and Yaak GAs plan to conclude meeting by the end of 
March. There was a question about individual comments about the forest plan. Balboni 
stated that these may be turned in at any time, but the sooner, the better.  

The planning team may possibly release a draft of alternatives for workgroups to 
review in early summer. A participant asked how the KNF workgroup DFC statements 
and the proposed alternatives will relate to the ones produced in the Idaho Panhandle. 
Balboni indicated that the proposed alternatives may relate, particularly in the areas of 
snowmobile and motorized vehicle access.  

Balboni reviewed the Weeds and Access DFC statements. Participants expressed 
concern about use of herbicides and any harmful effects these chemicals may have on 
humans. A discussion of the phrase “biologically sound” followed. Participants asked for 
the inclusion of more detail about treatments in the DFC. They wanted more funding for 
weed control and asked that this need be stated more strongly in the DFC. Balboni 
explained the allocation of federal monies. Participants requested that the Priority Areas 
portion of the DFC for weeds contain a suggestion to utilize the Resource Advisory 
Committee, extension offices, and other resources. Balboni steered workgroup toward a 
broader discussion of noxious weed treatments. He encouraged group to identify priority 
weeds and priority treatments. A discussion followed about prioritizing road treatment. 
The DFC was reworded to reflect this.   

Participants discussed the Access DFC statement and expressed their concern 
about road closures and fees, especially with regard to roads open to fire lookout rentals. 
The DFC statement was reworded accordingly. There was a discussion about continuing 
to provide access to handicapped persons for hunting purposes and the feasibility of 
extending this access to other handicapped activities, such as berry picking. The group 
concluded this would not be feasible. 



Forest Service personnel did a forest health presentation that outlined the different 
forest types and their characteristic fire types and cycles. An Analysis of Management 
Situation (AMS) found several trends in the forest’s current conditions. Some of these 
trends are the result of missed fire cycles. There was a discussion of tree diseases and 
pests, such as Douglas fir beetle, spruce beetle, white pine blister rust, and mistletoe. The 
early definition of forest health did not take into consideration natural processes. This has 
changed under current forest management practices. 

The workgroup was unable to get through the agenda at this meeting. The next 
meeting has been scheduled for 3-11-04. Timber and Vegetation DFC statements will be 
prioritized. After the workgroup has finished with these, they will then decide what other 
topics need to be addressed and how many more meetings, if any, they want to have.  

 


