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Spokane Workgroup Desired Condition Statements 
 

VEGETATION 
Generally Agree and/or Can live with 

• Like to see a full range of successional forest stages - “Age diversification”. 
• Species diversity with emphasis on native species. 
• “Right” species on the “right” sites - Full balance of all tree species represented. 
• Historical range = increase immunity? (I think this asks that the vegetation closely resemble 

what existed historically-and that the mix of species would be better suited for this ecosystem). 
• Return fire to the ecosystem. 
• More native trees (large) that are fire, insect and disease, and drought “resistant” 
• Natural systems restored all natural elements interplaying (system resistant to insects) 
• Watershed function to retain water holding capacity. 
• Maintain Old Growth & recruit old growth. 
• More browse for game forest wide. 
• Maintain/Improve riparian vegetation & canopy. 
• Less noxious weeds. 

o Educate and prevention. 
• Vegetation that is Resilient, Longer lasting, and Healthy 
• Management activities in urban interface areas to mimic effects of fire. 
• Maintain healthy forests through management activities such as: 

o Thinning. 
o Fuels reduction. 
o Prescribed burning. 

• Protect rare species/plants and communities. 
• Avoid drastically destructive clear cutting practices, and eliminate scars from previous damage. 
• Maintain road infrastructure for recreation and fire access. 
• Change fire-fighting (control) practices. 
• Less management of lightning strikes, to let natural fire proceed. 

Generally Split (Disagree and Agree) 
• Allow for more natural process to occur (Insect, disease, fire…) for ecological benefits. 
• 10 mile buffer from Priest Lake to keep visual quality. 
• Can go into WUI (wildland urban interface) Category/reduce distance to ½ mile. 
• Eliminate roads/ build NO new roads. 
• Logging practices modified. 
• Smaller experimental forests – tests of management prior to implementing on a large scale. 
• WUI-more focus on treatment versus backcountry. 

Generally Disagree 
• Maintain the healthy forests that we have.  

o “Don’t cut the trees down”. 
o “Don’t do any management” – no fire suppression, insect/disease management. 

• No chemical/mechanical controls of weeds. 
 

FIRE 
Generally Agree and/or Can live with 

WUI’s (Wildland Urban Interface) 
• Reduce fuels as close to communities as possible. 
• Treatment of insect and diseases to reduce fire risk. 

General Forest 
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• Use prescribed fire. 
• Fire is ok in wildland forest. 

o Salmo Priest 
o Upper St. Joe 
o Lightning Creek/Spar Lake 

• Wildland forest fires ok in roadless areas (dissenting voice). 
• Prescribed fire commensurate with risk to structures, communities, etc. 
• Use type of logging commensurate and/or to maintain visual qualities. 
• Allow natural fires to burn w/in prescription (list of criteria). 
• Use fire to control noxious weeds. 
• Use scientific data instead of political – educate the public. 

Generally Split (Disagree and Agree) 
General Forest 

• Long term- return to a natural regime. 
• Fire only in wilderness. 
• Use mechanical treatment to reduce fuels. 
• Limited mechanical treatment. 

Generally Disagree 
WUI’s (Wildland Urban Interface) 

• No WUI - fuels are too high and in the front 40. 
General Forest 

• Long term- return to a natural regime. 
• No mechanical treatment. 

 
TIMBER PRODUCTION 

Generally Agree and/or Can live with 
• Timber harvest not allowed in proposed wilderness. 
• Timber harvest is sustainable. 
• Retain integrity of old growth in upper Priest River Basin (upper Priest Lake to Canadian 

border). 
• Protecting forest ecosystem is essential to quality of life and regional economy.  
• Timber harvest is one of the contributors to the regional economy. 
• Prioritize timber harvest in conjunction with Fire Management Units (FMU’s). 
• Adjust harvest so other events such as insect and disease, wildfire (F& F) do not deplete 

below reasonable sustainable harvest levels with emphasis on forest restoration. 
• Harvest ok if unhealthy and to promote forest restoration. 
• Use land exchange to consolidate in backcountry. 
• Visual and resource (flora & fish, slides) concerns limit clear-cut size, if at all. 
• Consider cost of road construction compared to other alternative methods when harvesting 

timber. 
• Timber harvest is a tool to: 

o Improve forest health 
o Reduce fuel loads. 
o Improve wildlife habitat. 
o Benefit community stability. 

• Be careful about timber harvest in upper Coeur d’Alene GA- sediment into the watershed and 
existing sediments. 

• Educate public to goals and possible end results. 
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• Products ok to supply needs if restoration goals are achieved. 
• If have timber then priority is with the areas needing restoration. 

Generally Split (Disagree and Agree) 
• Timber harvest is outside IRA’s - Leave roadless out of timber base. 
• Lands council forest restoration alternative. 
• Maximum harvest – sustainable. 
• Do not harvest “healthy” stands. 

 
WATERSHEDS AND AQUATIC SPECIES 
Generally Agree and/or Can Live With 

• Restore watersheds that are Not Properly Functioning (NPF). 
• Maintain or improve Functioning At Risk (FAR) watersheds. 
• Prevent degradation of those watersheds that are in a Proper Functioning Condition (PFC). 
• Prioritize Functioning at Risk (FAR) watersheds for restoration work. 
• Implement anti-degradation policy. 
• Trend all watersheds toward Properly Functioning Condition (PFC). 
• Restore existing roads using vegetation without further disturbing water quality. 
• Relocate necessary access roads where necessary to protect water quality. 
• Limit logging and road building in headwater streams so as to not increase sediment and water 

yield. 
• Species resiliency for native species. 
• Maintain drinking water quality in domestic water supplies. 
• Ongoing restoration process for watersheds and native fish to provide for all beneficial uses. 
• Set priorities to restore fish habitat and Functioning At Risk (FAR) watersheds to protect Bull 

Trout. 
• Provide clear quantitative and qualitative standards. 
• By 2050, 75% of watersheds in PFC. 
• Focus on worst 25% of watersheds first NPF. 
• Greatest bang for buck to work on those FAR. 
• Integrate priorities with wildlife and fish. 
• Integrate recommendations for GS survey/Lake Management Plan for Coeur d’Alene and St. 

Joe Rivers regarding heavy metals and TMDLs. 
• Work toward removal of streams from 303d list. 
• Monitoring system – site specific as close as possible to the disturbed areas. 
• Watershed restoration should be done with appropriated funds, not any activity that degrades 

the watershed. 
• Implement the Best Management Practices (BMPs) and the feedback loop using best science. 
• Provide information for visitors on how to protect Bull Trout – Brochures and signs. 
• Use logging methods that reduce compaction. 
• Question the use of shears and forwarders and their impact on soil nutrients.  
• Leave slash in the woods for nutrients. 

Generally Split (Disagree and Agree) 
• Chinese saying “Taking care of mountains will take care of rivers” i.e. roadless areas and 

headwaters. 
 

WILDLIFE 
Generally Agree and/or Can Live With 

• Restore forest habitat to attract Threatened, Endangered or Sensitive species (T/E/S). 
• Identify the areas that could be most beneficial to specific species. 
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• Provide for recreational opportunities for motorized and non-motorized recreation. 
• Maintain habitat for viable populations of elk and deer so hunting is maintained. 
• Trend toward Historic Range of Variability (HRV) for vegetative species and age classes. 
• Use HRV as a benchmark and identify habitat and wildlife security needs. 
• Improve and develop linkages and corridors among habitats - Provide corridors for wide-

ranging species. 
• Habitat will sustain all wildlife species at level above threatened and endangered, i.e. de-

listing. 
• Manage fire to provide habitat variety according to historical standards including wildland fire 

use. 
• Use integrated timber management practices to provide habitat variety. 
• Ensure consistency of recreation policies among similar management units. 
• Public education for how to live with wildlife to prevent human caused mortality. 
• Monitor habitats and populations. 
• Identify “true” security, not surrogates - use the best science. 
• Use logging methods which improve habitat. 
• Provide better public information on roadless areas. 

Generally Split (Disagree and Agree) 
• No motorized access in T/E/S habitat. 
• No human access at all in critical T/E/S habitat. 
• Wildlife recovery is a priority over recreational uses and economic uses. 
• Dramatically reduce road densities on the entire forest. 
• Manage roadless and proposed wilderness areas to conserve habitat of species on T/E/S lists. 

 
 

 
 


