
Forest Plan Revision Meeting 
August 3, 2005 

Sandpoint Ranger District 
 
 

Facilitator:  Jodi Kramer 
 
FS Attendees:  Dick Kramer, Joe Madison, Lonnie Newton, Greg Hetzler, Don Gunter, Jim Barrett, 
and Carolyn Upton 
Public: See sign-in sheets.   
Notetaker:  Lonnie Newton 
 
The intent of this meeting is to discuss and share issues and concerns related to the starting option map 
and start discussions about possible suggested changes to the starting option map for the Pend Oreille 
GA. 
 
NOTES:  
 (Meeting notes are bulletized capturing the emphasis of the discussions.) 
 Opening comments by Dick Kramer explaining the purpose of Forest Plans.  

Discussion about how that level of planning fits into land management 
paradigms.  Continued by discussing crosswalks between MAs from the 1987 
Forest Plan to the new Forest Plan.  Dick feels that the only MA that does 
remain consistent for a crosswalk is MA 11 and MA 1b.   
 Concern with MA 5a and 5b.  Feels that that MA designation may not remain 

when District Rangers change.  Feels that those MAs are too site-specific.  
Suggests just having one MA5 and then determine motorized vs. non- 
motorized recreation on a site-specific basis during Travel Management 
planning. 
 Concerned about exceptions in 5a for Lightning Creek (up by Moose Lake).  

Currently they have been snowmobiling there.  They could agree to NOT 
snowmobile in Scotchman area, however some areas are the group feels is 
not tolerable to lose such as the Selkirk Crest.  Suggests consolidating to one 
5.  Concerned about the Selkirk Crest now being a proposed wilderness.  
They have been using those road systems currently. Dick Kramer 
commented that those areas were proposed wilderness however we currently 
allow winter motorized in those areas now. 
 5a / 5b is too site specific.  Recommends going to simply a 5.  Commented 

that we can use winter motorized, motorized tools and mechanized (mtn. 
bikes) in 1c however in 1b you can’t use it.  Congress designates the 
wilderness study areas as having the ability to have winter motorized and he 
would like to see 1b treated the same.  Caribou, lynx, bear are “overlays” 
and should not designate MAs designations. 
 Has difficulty being that he is color blind.  Would like to see the travel plans 

before he agrees on consensus with the Forest Plan MAs.  Another issue 
would be to have enforcement for 1b areas.  Lack of timber related revenue 
is of concern for the Bonners Ferry community.  Concerned about being able 
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to ride a 4 wheeler in the woods (cross country) but not being allowed to ride 
on designated trails. 
 6a, 6b, and 6c would like to know volume generated from those MAs.  

Concerned about guidelines vs Standards under the new planning rule. 
 Asked how many acres the Pend Oreille GA includes.  Concerned that 75% of 

the forest is for motorized recreation?   
 Commented that 5b has a lack of certainty.  He suggests that it makes 

discussions too difficult.  5b has a lower persona of ecosystem protection 
especially in the Katka peak areas.  Specific area of concern is the excluded 
piece in Scotchman peaks wilderness areas.  Feels that designation (5a) 
allows for degradation into those areas.   Questioning the WUI and how that 
prioritizes with the existing MAs.  Dick Kramer clarified that those issues 
have been incorporated into the proposed MAs.  Example being the Hope 
face where WUI and bear issues have been wrapped up into the proposed 
MAs. 
 Concerned about the reduction in timber volumes.  Where are the acres of 

land that are managed for timber vs. what it used to be.  Need these 
numbers for comparison.  Dick Kramer commented that the amendments 
(grizzly) changed these paradigms.  Individual was concerned about roadless 
areas being reduced.  Feels that the motorized recreation has plenty of 
opportunities and that the roadless areas need to be preserved.   
 Like to see the criteria for designating 5a vs. proposed wilderness.  Clarified 

that concern is actually a 4a, which is a Research Natural Area, clarification 
sufficient. 
 Concerned about the value of roadless areas and feels that there should be 

no degradation in those areas whatsoever.  Concerned about the WUI 
designating management.  Concerned that motorized recreation is a fire 
ignition source and should not be allowed in WUI. Clarification was given that 
there is information about ignition sources and most sources are natural 
causes but a person can get that information off from a website.  
 Would like to see existing unroaded areas adjacent to IRA be included in the 

IRA/MA 5 designation.  Feels that restoration does not equate to true 
restoration, in his mind. 
 1b and 1c should be managed the same.  Congress should be designating 

wilderness.  5a and 5b are going to cause more conflict than necessary and 
should be looked at in future management plans.  Concerned that wild and 
scenic rivers should be wrapped into wilderness and not delineated.   
 Concerned about snowmobile use in wilderness and proposed wilderness.  

Recommends going to a 5 and allow the appropriate use.   
 5a and 5b does have uncertainty.  Illustrates that snowmobile use will be 

used in 5a in Pend Oreille GA.  Dick Kramer clarifies that the Travel 
Management map does allow winter recreation and if there is no compelling 
reason to change that it won’t change until we revise the Travel Management 
Plans.   Nevertheless, this individual doesn’t want the 5a designation.  Rule 
vs Exceptions, what is it?  Concerned that proposed wilderness will not have 
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winter motorized and would like to see it be the same nationwide.  May be 
willing to compromise Scotchman peaks for snowmobile access to Selkirk 
Crest.  Feels that the proposed wilderness up in the Selkirk’s should be 5. 
 Feels that there is enough wilderness, but is willing to trade some areas for 

others.  Supports backcountry but thinks 5a and 5b has uncertainty and 
should be lumped into one MA5.  Concerned that kids under 16 can’t ride on 
roads legally.  Concerned that there isn’t enough dual track trails for the 
public.  Doesn’t want to get “locked” out of areas they can currently recreate 
in. 

 
Questions –  
 What does snowmobile play mean on the map?  Dick Kramer clarified that it 

is only areas where we know there is some kind of use right now but this 
map is only draft.  What is the criteria of the new Forest Planning rule? 
 Grizzly bear overlay – comments that we shouldn’t be using those for land 

use designation.  Asked how all of these MAs are going to be managed, what 
is the landscape going to look like?      
 Comments about fire management.  It was pointed out that Fire Use is 

considered for each proposed MA. 
 

Priorities/ Conclusions - 
   

 5a and 5b designation needs to be a priority for discussion at our next 
meeting.  Need better backcountry definitions for next meeting.  Clarify 5a 
and 5b.  What are the exceptions and are exceptions the rule or the 
exception for MA5a?  
 Need to address the issue of winter motorized recreation in recommended 

wilderness. 
 Better definition for motorized tools and mechanized (mtn. bikes) in MA1b 

versus MA1c. 
 Why does the starting option allocate only 5a or 5b to roadless areas?  What 

was the thought process? 
 August 15th (Monday) 6:30 – 8:30 PM at Sandpoint Ranger Station 
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