
Libby GA Workgroup Meeting Notes 
March 8, 2004 

 
Attendance: (Edwards & Bond (FS)), Smart, Jackson, Parker, M/M Hall, Leimbach, 
Eggleston, Chandler, O’Neil, Auer, Johnson, Williams (County Weeds),  Clark, 
Cronenwett, Nixon,. 
 
 
Agenda: Set Meeting Dates through end of April 
 Sub-group report 
 Desired Condition Statements 
 
Meeting Dates: March 22, April 5 and April 26, Ponderosa Room 6:30pm 
 
Roadless/Wilderness Subgroup Report:  David Cronenwett presented the attached 
Draft Desired conditions (DC) for Roadless and Proposed Wilderness.  David said that 
his group was uncomfortable with the wording in the IRA DC about allowing 
snowmobile users to cut trails in the Gold Hill IRA.  The subgroup will come up with 
some compromise wording for the IRA urging use of the existing trail in the Gold Hill 
IRA that is currently closed to snow mobile use and allowing minimal clearing along 
existing over-the-snow trails.  The group agreed on the rest of the IRA draft DC as stated. 
 
There was much discussion concerning the proposed Wilderness DC and the proposed 
Treasure Mtn Ski area.  This workgroup could not reach consensus on the exact wording 
for allowing exploration of the Treasure Ski area under the Forest Plan.  Some members 
of the group would like the Forest Plan to include an alternative evaluating a ski area on 
Treasure Mountain.  Other members of the group want the Treasure area left as proposed 
Wilderness.  This group agreed to disagree on that topic. 
 
Mining Claims:  The group agreed to support and honor exiting valid mining claims 
with existing authorized access through valid plan of operations. 
 
Fire Risk/Vegetation:  The group thought these two and timber could be described 
together. 
 

• Allow access to weed sites for treatment (grizzly CORE).  This can be worked out 
on a case-by-case basis already. 

 
• Aggressive weed control. 

 
• Establish a website identifying where and when weed spraying has or will occur.  

(Some citizens have health concerns) 
 

• Inventory Hawkweed. 
 

• Increase weed treatment area (acres). 



 
• Continue fuel reduction around town (WUI). 

 
• Treat weeds in fuel reduction areas. 

 
• Control weeds on closed roads. 

 
• Encourage the use of small diameter wood/biomass in the fuel projects. 

 
Water/Aquatics 

• Maintain water quality in Flower Creek. 
• Maintain and improve native fish habitat. 
• Does culvert removal cause more sedimentation than leaving culverts? 
• Maintain more roads vs. closing them. 
• Consider other alternatives to decommissioning roads. 



Libby GA Subgroup 
3/01/04 

(Revised 3/07/04) 
 

Draft Desired Future Condition Statement (DFC) for the IRA’s: 
 
IRA’s outside of Recommended Wilderness allocations are managed to protect their 
roadless character. 
Snowmobile use continues in (1) areas that do not contain big-game winter range and 
(2) where conflicts with T & E of Sensitive species can be avoided.  Gates are 
managed to provide safe passage for snowmobiles especially along the east face of 
the Cabinet Mountains (i.e. Libby, Ramsey, Poorman, Cable, Bear and Cherry 
Creeks). 
Trail maintenance continues with the cost-efficient and practical help of chain saws. 
*The Gold Hill West IRA (#176) permits hand-clearing (during the winter of 
minimum-width, over-the-snow travel ways to access snow play areas, and to serve as 
connecting travel ways to other existing roads and trails open to snowmobiles. 
 
Draft DFC for Recommended Wilderness: 
 
A Recommended Wilderness proposal for the NE corner of the Cabinet Mountains 
has been accepted by Congress (this excludes the existing mechanized trail along 
historic old Hiway 2).  An equitable resolution of the proposed Treasure Mtn Ski 
Area has also been achieved.  Trail Maintenance includes the cost-efficient and 
practical help of chain saws during the interim period until Congress has acted. 
 
*This may be reworded 

 
 
 
 


