
Geographic Area___Koocanusa/Tobacco___________________________ 
 
Revision Topic_____All_______________________________________ 
 
Issue_Community Development and Public Involvement  (Community Education) 
 

Desired 
Condition 
Statement 

 
Education programs and services regarding relevant forest 
resources, natural sciences, conservation, issues, and management 
will be provided to the public. 

Identify Priority 
Areas or 
Opportunities 

 
-Educational programs for school groups, campers, community 
groups, etc. 
-Trailheads, campgrounds, and high-use areas (signs, waysides, and 
kiosks). 
-Public education on forest management decisions. 
-Public education on controversial projects/decisions. 

Describe why 
this is a priority 

 
This will: 
-Increase public knowledge of forest resources and issues. 
-Give communities an educational background for making informed 
decisions. 
-Instill responsibility and education in forest users. 
-Improve relations with local communities. 
-Encourage public participation in forest management. 

 
Issue_Community Development and Public Involvement_(Volunteer Use) 
 

Desired Condition 
Statement 

 
USFS will utilize public support and input (from volunteers, community 
groups, clubs, etc) to complete forest projects. 

Identify Priority 
Areas or 
Opportunities 

 
-Trail projects 
-Recreation facilities 
-Conservation projects 
-Education 
-Etc. 

Describe why this 
is a priority 

 
This will: 
-Address projects that the USFS does not have funding/staff for. 
-Improve resources and facilities for forest users. 
-Build public relations with local communities. 
-Involve communities in forest management. 

 
 



Issue - Community Development and Public Involvement_(Conflict Management) 
 

Desired Condition 
Statement 

 
USFS will identify existing and potential user conflicts on the forest and will 
provide adequate education and public outreach to prevent and address such 
issues. 

Identify Priority 
Areas or 
Opportunities 

 
Multi-use trails. 
Areas where certain uses are increasing (e.g. mountain biking). 
Designated use areas (non-motorized and motorized). 
Internet education – develop in-depth information on websites to allow public 
to access forest information. 

Describe why this 
is a priority 

 
This will: 
-Reduce potential for conflict in multi-use areas. 
-Increase education and responsibility in forest users. 

 
Issue_Community Development and Public Involvement(economic development) 
 

Desired 
Condition 
Statement 

 
The USFS will develop partnerships with local and regional 
agencies, organizations, businesses and educational institutions to 
help diversify economies in areas that have relied heavily on natural 
resource extraction. 

Identify Priority 
Areas or 
Opportunities 

 
Economic development councils and Small Business Development 
Centers can work with USFS staff to identify and nurture new 
business opportunities. 
 
College and universities can provide career development, job 
training, and skill enhancement supported and endorsed by the 
USFS. 
 
Timber receipts and USFS grants can be targeted towards 
developing more diverse economies in towns that have traditionally 
been dependent on natural resource extraction. 
 
This will: 
 
Help communities have healthier economies and provide a more 
diverse job base. 
 
Allow the USFS to be more actively involved in community 
development 
 
Provide opportunities for communities to be more proactive in 
planning a sustainable future. 
 



Issue - Community Development and Public Involvement_(K-12 education) 
 

Desired Condition 
Statement 

 
Develop partnerships with schools and school districts to better integrate 
conservation education into curriculum. 

Identify Priority 
Areas or 
Opportunities 

 
Conservation education integrated into science, biology, reading, and 
English curriculum using materials developed in cooperation between school 
and USFS personnel. 

Describe why this 
is a priority 

 
This will: 
- instill general knowledge and responsibility in school age children concerning 
natural resources and national forests. 
- provide teachers with useable materials that can be easily incorporated into 
lesson plans 
- develop citizens that are aware of need to protect forests, wildlife and water 
quality 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


