FINAL NOTES
Forest Plan Revision Meeting — September 7, 2005

The seventh meeting of the Koocanusa/Tobacco Geographic Area (GA) collaborative effort to
recommend edits to the Starting Option for revision of the Kootenai National Forest plan was held
at the Lincoln County High School in Eureka on September 7, 2005. The meeting began at 6:30 pm.

The meeting was facilitated by an independent facilitator, George Gerard. Forest Service attendees
were Betty Holder, Fortine District Ranger, Sandi Mason, Chris Fox, and Jamie Appelhans.

The meeting was attended by 77 people, representing a variety of interests (logging, wilderness
advocates, snowmobilers, backcountry horsemen, motorized use, etc...)

There was an influx of new people that attended the meeting. There was also an independent
facilitator utilized for the first time. This was in response to a request from a participant at the
meeting held on August 31%. As George explained the ground rules for the meeting and what he
hoped the participants would accomplish, several members of the original group chose not to
continue and participate in this meeting and walked out. This seemed to be based on the fact that the
meeting rules had changed and with the influx of new people there was concern the process would
resort back to the beginning without the knowledge of the previous meetings.

George established smaller groups for the meeting. Each participant was randomly assigned to one
of ten tables to encourage diversity in each group. The participants were asked to discuss their
vision of the community for the next 10-15 years and how it related to the Ten Lakes/Whitefish
Divide areas on the Fortine Ranger District. Each table was then asked to present its findings. Next,
George asked each table to try to reach agreement on management plans for the Ten
Lakes/Whitefish Divide areas. Those agreements are as follows:

v" No recommended wilderness in Ten Lakes or Whitefish Divide — No more wilderness.

v/ Maintain current management practices without recommending wilderness. Keep roads open
that are currently open and maintain roads. Create a buffer between the recommended
wilderness areas and private property to allow fire fuel reductions with interface.

v A Special Interest Area (15 year sunset) to be managed on a site specific basis. Manage for
wildlife, recreation, wilderness values, restrict numbers on a carrying capacity for users.

v 4 out of 5 can agree to a ¥ mile buffer near private lands around Ten Lakes area. (Primarily
in Ksanka foothills). Existing open roads around Ten Lakes area to remain open year round.
Table agrees there is some room for compromise in Whitefish Divide area on recommended
wilderness.

v Agreement could not be reached for the Whitefish Divide area between managing it as 5A or

5C. Manage area northwest of Grave Creek Road as 5C. Manage present Wilderness Study

Area as it is with no restoration activity but allow motorized winter recreation and public use

of existing roads and cabins.

Ten Lakes as a 5C. 4 out of 7 would like Whitefish Divide as proposed wilderness.

All agree to have light purple (Whitefish Range) recommended wilderness. Can’t agree on

Ten Lakes WSA.

v" Ten Lakes — National Recreation Area (managed as is now). Whitefish Divide —
recommended wilderness.

AN



v' We agree to proposed wilderness in the Whitefish Divide with no additional wilderness for
25 years. We agree that dark purple (Ten Lakes) should be managed as 5C.

v Ten Lakes open for winter snow use with strict closures (seasonal), signed and respected.
All other areas managed for recommended wilderness.

This was the last collaborative meeting for the Starting Option for the Koocanusa and Tobacco
GA’s. After the Draft Forest Plan is issued, there will be a 90 day comment period. The Final will
be issued after the comments are evaluated.
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