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DRAFT NOTES 
Forest Plan Revision Meeting – August 17, 2005 

 
The fifth meeting of the Koocanusa/Tobacco Geographic Area (GA) collaborative effort to 
recommend edits to the Starting Option for revision of the Kootenai National Forest plan was 
held at the Lincoln County High School in Eureka on August 17, 2005. The meeting began at 
6:30 pm. 
 
The meeting was facilitated by Sandi Mason. Other Forest Service attendees were Betty Holder, 
Fortine District Ranger, Ron Komac, Acting Rexford District Ranger, Ed Ferruzzi, Fortine RD 
Fire Management Officer, Joe Lewicki, Rexford RD Silviculturist, and Jamie Appelhans.  
 
The meeting was attended by 34 people, representing a variety of interests (logging, wilderness 
advocates, snowmobilers, backcountry horsemen, motorized use, etc…) 
 
Sandi began by asking if there were any questions/edits to the notes of the meeting held on 
August 10th. There were some corrections given that will be reflected in the final version of the 
8/10 notes. 
 
The group decided to begin discussions on the Big Creek area on the Rexford Ranger District. 
There was a question on why areas in Big Creek were designated as 5B Backcountry. The 
response was that these areas are Inventoried Roadless Areas and the 5B designation correlates 
the best. This designation still provides flexibility for restoration activities.  
 
Big Creek Area – Rexford Ranger District 
 
 It was mentioned that on the 1987 Forest Plan map these areas show as suitable timber 

ground. 
 
 There were a lot of comments about the issue being the way timber would be extracted, 

i.e. helicopter logging, ground based, etc. A comment was made to do it in the most 
economical manner which would be ground based. 

 
 There were comments on how much blow down was in the area and also what a beautiful 

area this was. There is a possibility for some harvest in the blowdown area and it would 
be devastating if all of this area burned. 

 
 Wildlife was mentioned as a concern (grizzly bear, lynx, pine martin) and also a patch of 

old growth were some concerns that would inhibit different types of treatment in this 
area. 

 
 Betty clarified that MA 5B would be for restoration purposes and MA 6 would be a 

means of timber harvest. You can still do ground based equipment restoration work in 
MA 5B. 

 
 There was a suggestion to vote on whether or not the group wanted 5B or 6. The vote 

showed that the majority wants MA 6. There was no agreement for a consensus. 
 



It was asked if there was any chance of agreement in the Ten Lakes/Whitefish Divide area. Some 
people said yes and some said no. This led to a discussion about these areas. Many discussed 
their viewpoints on the Recommended Wilderness, using Noel’s proposal with Back Country 
Non Motorized and a Special Interest Area. No decisions and agreements were made. 
 
Some people in the room indicated they could not live with any recommended wilderness in the 
area. Others indicated they could not live with a proposal that had no recommended wilderness. 
 
It was decided to forego next Wednesday’s meeting. We will meet again on August 31st at the 
High School in Eureka, starting at 6:30 pm. Bob Castaneda the Kootenai National Forest 
Supervisor will be attending. The meeting adjourned at 9:05. 
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