FINAL NOTES

Forest Plan Revision Meeting – August 3, 2005
The third meeting of the Koocanusa/Tobacco Geographic Area (GA) collaborative effort to recommend edits to the Starting Option for revision of the Kootenai National Forest plan was held at the Lincoln County High School in Eureka on August 3, 2005. The meeting began at 6:35.
The meeting was facilitated by Sandi Mason. Other Forest Service attendees were Betty Holder, Fortine District Ranger, Glen McNitt, Rexford District Ranger, Jamie Appelhans, and Chris Fox. 

The meeting was attended by 37 people, representing a variety of interests (logging, wilderness advocates, snowmobilers, backcountry horsemen, motorized use, etc…)
Sandi began by asking if there were any questions/edits to the notes of the meeting held on July 27th. One participant (Lynette Starling) asked that the following comments be added to those re: Ten Lakes: 
“Scenic driving should be added to historical uses” 

“Concerns about the spread of the fir beetle and what it will do to our beautiful area if not controlled through proper management - which we do not believe is through fire. Past beetle infestations have been managed through commercial thinning – which has produced much of the wildlife habitat we enjoy today”

“According to the Congressional delegation, local community wishes are highly valued”

“Budget – what are the costs of wilderness?”

“Will fees be assessed to access wilderness?” Answer – no.

Another participant (Cathy Schloeder) asked that the following comments be added to those re: Whitefish Divide:

“I endorse the proposed wilderness proposal”

“Wilderness has value for scientific purposes”

Betty said that information on acres of wilderness on the Flathead NF adjacent to the recommended wilderness will be provided at the next meeting.
She briefly described several national studies on recreation uses, and said they would be made available to those who wanted copies. She summarized the studies’ findings, saying there was more value placed on preservation/conservation than on resource extraction.

A participant (Noel Williams) mentioned the need for the Forest Service to recognize local input. 

A participant (Cathryn Hogan) had two questions re: wilderness. One was regarding fire suppression, the other pertained to WUI. She then stressed the need for economic diversity. She referenced two economic studies; one by David Jackson and one by Thomas Powers of the University of Montana. She said she would make these available.
There was a question re: the impact of increased traffic during winter on the residents on Grave Creek Road. 

There was a suggestion that the Whitefish Divide area be designated as MA 5A (backcountry- non motorized). 

There was a comment that areas used for backcountry motorized should be designated as such.

A participant (Noel Williams) said that the area south of the Lewis Creek Road and east of Grave Creek Road (Whitefish Divide) should be designated as MA 5A. Additionally, the Ten Lakes WSA, the Ten Lakes Scenic Area, and the areas designated as 5B adjacent to the recommended wilderness should be designated as an SIA. 

There was a question re: MA 5B. What does it mean? Is snowmobiling permitted?

There was a comment (Bob Seidel) re: changing the MA designation of the 5B area south of Big Creek – light green to the west; dark green to the south. More information regarding this area was asked for by another participant.
There were a number of comments regarding MAs 6 A-C. One participant (Holly McKenzie) noted the importance of the suitable timber base to the economic health of the local communities. She said that using only one color of green would provide flexibility for on-the-ground management. 

There was a comment re: the utility of having 3 colors of green on the map. There was a proposal to have only color of green, representing general forest utilization. One participant questioned whether there was an option for only one color of green. (Answer  - yes). Another participant said there were no definitions for low, moderate, and high intensity. A participant questioned the amount of light green (MA 6A) in the Fisher River drainage. (Answer – past management, existing restrictions). 
A participant noted that too much canopy removal can actually promote fuel problems, especially in the WUI. 

There was a question re: the types of logging activities which can occur in MAs 6 A-C. (Answer- reflects intensity and frequency).

A participant noted that activities in MAs 6 A-B will be subject to NEPA analysis. 

There was a comment re: adaptive management: given MA designations can change with changing conditions on the landscape.
There was a comment re: identifying wildlife linkages/corridors during NEPA analysis. 
There was a question re: what happens if this group agrees to go with one color of green for general forest, but another collaborative group on the forest decides to go with 4 colors? What is the process for reconciling?
Following direction from Sandi, the group agreed to recommend that only one color of green be used to designate MA 6 – general forest.  

A participant noted the need for more community input in this process.

There was a request for information on Big Creek. IRA shown as 5B on Starting Option. Participant was going to get with District Ranger, Glen McNitt on what he wanted to know.
A participant (Edwin Fields) presented an alternative to the Ten Lakes WSA. He said the Lebeau Area on the border with Flathead NF should be designated as wilderness (1B), along with the Tuchuck area; Bald Mtn. to the junction with Grave Creek Road/ Lewis Creek Road; and areas outside the WSA. Whitefish Divide stay 1B as per Starting Option. The Wigwam Creek area, which is presently designated on the Starting Option as 5B, should also be designated as an SIA, as the Canadians are interested in preserving water quality.  In return, he said he would support  the Ten Lakes Scenic Area the same designation that allows snowmobiling. No other motorized use though. Rest of Ten Lakes – WSA and 1B stay as 1B. 
Additionally, he said that the Grave Creek, Clarence Creek, and Lewis Creek roads were to remain open under the WMA’s wilderness proposal.

Several participants asked Edwin if he would put together a map of his proposal for the next meeting. He said he would. A participant stated that Noel should have the same opportunity (Noel was not present at this point in the meeting.)
There was a comment to keep Road 114 open.

The group indicated that the following roads should remain open in the Frozen Lake area, Grave Creek, Stahl Creek, Clarence Creek, Williams, Creek, Deep Creek, Lewis Creek, Robin Creek and Wigwam River drainages that are open as of August 3, 2005.
Betty said she would provide a map of the roads to remain open which were agreed upon at the next meeting. 

The next meeting will be held on August 10 in the High School’s Music Room, starting at 6:30. The meeting adjourned at 9:05
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