
Collaborative Meetings  
Geographic Area:  Bull (Troy) 

Attendance and Logistics 
 August 9, 2005, 6:00-8:30, Troy Ranger Station 
 12 attendees plus Forest Service personnel:  Mike Balboni, Jodi Kramer, Mark Natale, Kathy 

Mohar 
Major Points 

o Concern that new MAs aren’t designed to protect wildlife.  It was explained that new 
guidelines to protect resources will take precedence over MA designation if guideline is 
more restrictive.  There will be a 90-day comment period on proposed guidelines. 

o Concern about geographic area process, that it doesn’t give people an opportunity to 
discuss effects of the proposal on the forest as a whole.  However, after some discussion 
the Bull GA workgroup agreed that they would continue to work within the parameters the 
forest had given them to try to reach consensus on the Starting Option, and as agreed to 
at the last meeting, specifically the issue of access.  

o The group agreed to start with discussing the Scotchman’s Peak area, since both interest 
groups, snowmobilers and wilderness advocates have issues with the Starting Option.  
Snowmobilers feel the Savage Peak area is a very important destination area, and so, in 
conjunction with Starting Option loss of Northwest Peaks snowmobile use, the most 
desirable areas are omitted from use.  Wilderness advocates feel the original boundary 
was hard fought and has had national and Congressional support for wilderness 
designation; and the Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks and the KNF have signed an MOU 
restricting snowmobile use in the area to protect mountain goats (in 2002 a closure order 
was signed to allow enforcement of that restriction--that closure will be in effect until a 
travel management plan is adopted). 

o The group discussed the possibility of limiting snowmobile use with permits, but it was felt 
that if goats are impacted by snowmobiles, permits wouldn’t adequately protect them. 

o The point was made that science, along with socio-economic factors must be considered.  
Without a more recent goat study, it isn’t known if goats are being impacted by 
snowmobiling.  The 1980 Goat Management Plan would serve as the baseline study. 

Points of Agreement 
 Group wants to meet with decisionmaker to share details about proposed changes and concerns. 
 Need an updated goat study before travel management planning (use the map that shows where 

current snowmobile use is, particularly the area of dispute-Savage Pk. To Drift Pk. Area). 
 The group agreed that there are two distinct scenarios for the disputed Savage Peak area:  1) 

Snowmobilers preferred changing it to 5a (on IPNF and KNF), and keeping the Starting Option 5a 
north of that as 5a; and 2) Wilderness advocates wanted to see the Starting Option proposed 
wilderness in Salvage Peak area retained, and changing 5a area north of that to proposed 
wilderness as in the 1987 plan.  

 Group will respect the results of the findings of the new goat study regarding snowmobile impacts 
on goats. 

Next Meeting 
 Scheduled for August 23, 6:00-8:00 p.m.  Will discuss Kootenai Ridge Riders ATV proposal.  

Members would like copies of KNF snowmobile use in Scotchman’s map. 
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