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Niche Presentation

What is a niche?
. A recreational niche allows us to deliver what the forest is most capable of

producing in alignment with what people want while providing for forest
sustainability.

How was it developed?

. Using input from the public and Forest Service specialists, and supply/demand
market analysis, approximately 25 Stanislaus N.F. recreation and resource

personnel met with facilitators to develop a:
. Niche statement (narrative description of the recreational focus of the

Stanislaus National Forest)
. Recreation Settings Map (separates the forest into broad areas based on

settings, special places, values, activities, opportunities and
experiences)
How will it be used?
. The niche will be used as one of five criteria in ranking the Stanislaus National
Forest developed recreation sites.
What do we want you to do?
. Review the market data, proposed niche statement, setting descriptions and
map then let us know if we have captured your interests in our vision of the
Stanislaus National Forest recreation niche.
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Niche Statement for the coming decade:
“Destination Central Sierra”
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Nestled between Lake Tahoe and Yosemite, the Stanislaus National
Forest awaits visitors with the restorative power of its diverse
landscapes. Amid soaring crests, sparkling mountain lakes, towering
forests, and canyons carved by cool rushing rivers, visitors discover
connections with nature and the spirit of the Sierra Nevada.
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A cherished and accessible overnight destination, the Forest offers a
full range of year-round recreation opportunities. A network of trans-
sierra highways, forest roads and trails encourages discovery of nature
and history, creating family traditions and lifetime memories.
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Opportunities abound for visitors to expand their understanding of
the natural world and to strengthen their connection to the land, now
and for the future.
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Forest-wide Settings, Special Places and Values:

“% The diverse settings offer a wide
.4 range of opportunities for visitors
§ year-round. Family oriented
p overnight activities are most
#a popular and in highest demand,
-~ with a much higher-than-average
= participation by children.

Forest-wide Activities/Opportunities/Experiences:

Visitors use the Stanislaus as an oasis to
escape from summer’s heat, winter fog, and
urban life. This forest is an overnight destination
for visitors, whether they come from nearby or
far away. Overall, downhill skiing is the #1
activity. When not just relaxing, visitors pursue a
variety of activities; viewing scenery/wildlife,
hiking, fishing, camping, picnicking, and OHV
use.
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Forest Recreation Settings

Developed Destination-
Scenic Routes-
Dispersed High Use-
River Corridors-
Wildlands-

Dispersed Low Use-




Stanislaus N.F. Settings
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Developed Destination-

« Water is the magnet at the following scenic

reservoirs; Pinecrest, Alpine, Spicer, Cherry, and
Beardsley.

« The settings attract concentrations of people,
most of whom remain overnight on NF lands at
developed facilities including; campgrounds,
resorts, organization camps, and cabins.
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Scenic Routes-

o 3 primary trans-Sierra routes traverse the forest,
offering great views through a range of life zones
(3,0007-9,500+’).

o 7 additional routes provide access to adventure,
discovery, and destinations off the main routes.

» These National Scenic Byways, State Scenic
Routes, and Forest Highways offer multiple loops
for the traveler.
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Dispersed High Use-

Scenic and vast. Groups are attracted to
primarily undeveloped settings.

Despite areas of concentrated use,
solitude can be found.
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River Corridors-

o Feature the designated Tuolumne Wild and
Scenic River and numerous proposed Wild and
Scenic rivers.

o Whitewater, rafting/kayaking, fishing, and sun
bathing occur.

o Slerra snowmelt feeds rivers that roar at peak
flows, fading to gentle flows with warm pools
later in the summer.
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Wildlands-

Wildlands- Includes 3 designated Wilderness
areas and other secluded lands offering solitude
and spectacular scenery in the high Sierra.

Most system trails are located here, including
part of the Pacific Crest Tralil.
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Dispersed Low Use-

o Year-round access (1000’-4500’elevation).

o Desirable in spring featuring wildflowers and in
fall for hunting. Generally hot in summer.

o Chaparral, oak to mixed conifer forest type.



Stanislaus NF Visitors- <FA focus (R

e With less than a 3-hour drive from the SF Bay area
and the central valley, the Forest offers easy access
to a rapidly expanding population base of almost 10
million people.

e Within 20 years, population in the market area will
INncrease by 52% and visitation of the forest will
Increase 42%. Local population growth exceeds the
California rate. Many international visitors also
explore the Forest.



Supply: Forest
Recreation Assets

sMany miles of rivers and streams
with good fishing opportunity

¢ Water based recreation
opportunities

o Developed recreation
opportunities

e Scenic driving and overlooks; easy
access to recreation opportunities
year round

o Winter recreation opportunity,
including downhill and cross
country skiing

o Wilderness
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Estimated Annual Use
— Forest (from nvum)

R5 Forest Visits
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Visitor Market Zone —wvuw

50% AND 75% Market Area for Stanislaus NF
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Visitor CharacteristiCS—rorest (from NVUM)
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Primary Visitor ActiVity-Forest (from NvUM)

Stanislaus/R5 Primary Activity- NVUM
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Visitor Activities— Forest (from NvuMm)

Stanislaus/R5 Activity by Percent Participating
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Population Change - Total

Stanislaus Market Zone Population Growth
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Population Change - Ethnicity

(from Census)

Ethnic Population Projections for Market Zone
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Please send any comments to:
comments-pacificsouthwest-stanislaus @fs.fed.us

(with Subject: RFA)

Thank You
e



