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Geographic Area Direction

BOULDER CREEKS GEOGRAPHIC AREA

Setting

The area is located between the Town of Eldora, Rollins Pass, and 4th of July Campground. It
contains a mix of upper montane, subalpine, and alpine plant communities consisting of aspen,
Douglas-fir, limber pine, lodgepole pine, Engelmann spruce, subalpine fir, krummbholz, grass,
tundra, and rock outcrops. Elevations range from 8,400 to 11,987 feet. Rollins Pass, the Town
of Eldora, Eldora Ski Area, the Moffat Road, Yankee Doodle and Jenny Lakes, East Portal, the
Historic Hessie Townsite, and the 4th of July and Hessie trailheads are key geographic features
in the area.

A significant portion of the land in this area (7,074 acres) is privately owned. Landownership
patterns in the geographic area are extremely fragmented.

Access into the area is provided via the Eldora, Fourth of July, East Portal, and Moffat Roads.
All are county roads suitable for passenger car travel. An extensive network of secondary roads
and numerous trails provide access to other portions of the geographic area.

Goals and Desired Conditions

Empbhasize motorized and nonmotorized recreational opportunities, downhill skiing, and the
protection of areas recommended for addition to the Indian Peaks Wilderness.

Restore, enhance, or maintain mountain grassland and aspen communities. Emphasize old-
growth recruitment and retention. Manage vegetation to achieve desired flora and fauna goals in
the area. The fire suppression strategy varies from direct control to perimeter control (see the
wildland fire management strategy map).

Manage the area for year-round recreational use. Minimize recreational impacts to riparian areas
and visual corridors by considering the implementation of designated dispersed campsites at Lost
Lake and along the Rollins Pass Road. Improve the quality of recreational opportunities and
reduce impacts to riparian areas by reconstructing and relocating the western portion of the Jenny
Creek trail.

Reduce impacts to known historic sites, restore meadow and wetland habitats, and eliminate
congested roadside parking by developing a trailhead with safe parking between Eldora and
Hessie for the Devils Thumb trail. This could include actions like working with Boulder County
to address current parking issues along the main road, addressing sanitation concerns, and
perhaps developing a trail for people to use to get from the parking area to the Devils Thumb
trail. Other actions that might be considered could be to designate dispersed campsites along the
South Fork of Middle Boulder Creek and to develop interpretive signing for the Hessie Townsite.
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Consider actions that limit use at established wilderness trailheads (Hessie and Fourth of July) to
established capacities. This could include controlling use levels by limiting the number of
parking spaces. Other possible actions here and at the East Portal trailhead include improved
signing and the installation of toilets.

Pursue rights-of-way for the Devils Thumb Trail, the Guinn Mountain and Jenny Creek Ski
Trails, and the Jenny Creek Road. Resolve access issues associated with the Caribou Flats Road
network and the East Portal Trail System. Provide safe public access at East Portal by
considering appropriate trailhead and parking facilities that address the current safety concern
relating to visitors crossing the railroad tracks to access the South Boulder Creek trail (FDT 900).

The travel management strategy for the area will be to allow passenger car travel to key access
points on a network of county roads suited primarily for passenger car travel. Motorized travel
will be allowed on some of the 4WD routes that currently exist, and most of the trails in the area
will be retained. Some road and trail closures and obliterations can be expected. Routes in the
area that may be considered for possible closure include the western portion of the Jenny Creek
Road between its intersection with FDR 502.2 and Yankee Doodle Lake and the Chittenden
Mountain Trail. Most decisions on these and other specific roads and trails to keep or to close
will be made during travel management implementation.

Consolidate landownership patterns by disposing of isolated tracts of National Forest System
land in and adjacent to the town of Eldora. Also consider acquiring isolated, undeveloped
patented mining claims west of Eldora, in the 4th of July Valley, and adjacent to the Indian Peaks
Wilderness.

Manage recreational uses and road and trail networks to reduce erosion or deterioration of
riparian areas and watershed conditions. Evaluate road and trail impacts to aquatic and riparian
ecosystems during travel-management planning. Cooperate with other agencies to determine the
presence or absence, status, and genetic purity of greenback cutthroat trout in area streams.

Management Area 8.22 (Eldora Ski Area)

Continue authorization of downbhill skiing at Eldora Ski Area under their special-use permit and
master development plan. Further improvements of the base facilities, infrastructure, and ski
runs within the current boundary are expected. There will be no expansion of the area outside
the boundaries currently specified in the Master Development Plan. It is anticipated that actual
use levels will increase. There will, however, be no increase in the established maximum daily
capacity.

Work and cooperate with the Eldora Mountain Resort to develop a sustainable vegetation

management plan for the Eldora Ski Area and to formalize access through the ski area for the
Jenny Creek crosscountry ski trail.
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Restore, enhance, or maintain mountain grassland and aspen communities. Emphasize old-
growth recruitment and retention. Manage vegetation to achieve desired flora and fauna goals in
the area. The fire suppression strategy varies from direct control to perimeter control (see the
wildland fire management strategy map).

Manage the area for year-round recreational use. Minimize recreational impacts to riparian areas
and visual corridors by considering the implementation of designated dispersed campsites at Lost
Lake and along the Rollins Pass Road. Improve the quality of recreational opportunities and
reduce impacts to riparian areas by reconstructing and relocating the western portion of the Jenny
Creek trail.

Reduce impacts to known historic sites, restore meadow and wetland habitats, and eliminate
congested roadside parking by developing a trailhead with safe parking between Eldora and
Hessie for the Devils Thumb trail. This could include actions like working with Boulder County
to address current parking issues along the main road, addressing sanitation concerns, and
perhaps developing a trail for people to use to get from the parking area to the Devils Thumb
trail. Other actions that might be considered could be to designate dispersed campsites along the
South Fork of Middle Boulder Creek and to develop interpretive signing for the Hessie Townsite.
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Standards and Guidelines

1. (ST) Prohibit camping within 100 feet of all lake shores, streambanks, and trails.

2. (ST) Prohibit recreational livestock within 100 feet of lake shores and streambanks except
for watering and through travel.

Travel Management Strategy, Boulder Creeks Geographic Area

Management Area

Mode

Existing
System

Convert
Ways

New
Rds/Trls

Extent of
Additions
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Obliterations
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MTR
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Management Area| Mode Existing { Convert New Exte_n-t of E}ftent ?f
System Ways Rds/Trls | Additions | Obliterations
4WD N N N N N
MTR N N N N N
8.22 WMT N N N N N
WNM Y N Y L N
NMT N N N N N
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