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For: Immediate Release                                       
Date: July 7, 2007                  
Subject:  Camping restricted to hard sided campers at Moon Lake and Brownie 
Lake due to Black Bear Activity  
 
Vernal, Utah July 7, 2007 … Due to an increase in black bear activity and sightings at 
Moon Lake Campground on the Roosevelt/Duchesne District and at Brownie Lake 
Campground on the Flaming Gorge District of the Ashley National Forest, overnight 
occupancy without a fully hard sided and structurally sound camping vehicle and 
sleeping outside a fully hard sided and structurally sound camping vehicle is prohibited 
from July 6, 2007 until further notice.   
 
     Kevin B. Elliott, Forest Supervisor stated, “My concern is public safety and we are 
working closely with DWR to monitor the situation.”  
 
     The Ashley National Forest is working with the Utah Department of Wildlife 
Resources to resolve this conflict through monitoring of the campgrounds and the 
placement of live traps. 
 
This closure affects the Moon Lake Campground (individual and group sites) and 
Brownie Lake Campground (individual and group sites). 
     
     For the purposes of this order, the following definitions will apply: 
Fully hard sided camping vehicle: a vehicle, camper, trailer or other temporary sleeping 
structure that is entirely made of a rigid and physically tough material such as wood, hard 
plastic, fiberglass, glass windows or metal.  Soft sided materials such as canvas, mesh, 
nylon fabric or soft plastics are not acceptable.   
Structurally sound:  a fully hard sided vehicle, camper trailer or other temporary sleeping 
structure is structurally sound if it is undamaged and functions as designed and intended 
by the manufacturer. 
 
     For further information about this restriction please contact the Ashley National Forest 
at 435-789-1181. 
   

USDA Forest Service  
Ashley National Forest 
355 North Vernal Avenue 
Vernal, Utah 84078 
(435) 789-1181 

Contact: Louis Haynes 
Title:  Public Affairs Officer 
Phone: (435) 781-5105 
Email: ljhaynes@fs.fed.us 
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