
DECISION MEMO 

PINE RIDGE URANIUM MINE REOPENING 

Manti-La Sal National Forest 
Moab/Monticello Ranger District 

San Juan County, Utah 

INTRODUCTION 

The Manti-La Sal National Forest, Moab/Monticello District proposes to authorize, via short 
term Special Use PermitIPlan of Operations, small scale exploration activities at a reclaimed 
uranium mine located in Sec 4 of T29S, R25E, in San Juan County approximately 4 miles east of 
the town of La Sal. The operator will transport a backhoe or similar piece of equipment to the 
mine to partially reopen the currently closed mine portal. After all the necessary safety and 
environmental precautions have been taken, the operator will enter the mine and inspect it for 
caving, flooding, mineralization, depletion, etc. After the inspection, a determination will be 
made to either operate the mine or reclaim the site. If the decision is made to pursue mining 
operations, a Plan of Operations will be submitted and another environmental assessment will be 
completed prior to plan approval. Monitoring requirements and environmental protection 
measures will be part of the operating plan. 

PURPOSE AND NEED: 

The Forest Service needs to evaluate the environmental effects of the proponent's proposal and 
to assure compliance with applicable laws, regulations, and Manti-La Sal Forest Plan 
management direction. The Forest has an obligation to act on NOI'sIPlans of Operations relating 
to the prospecting and development of mining claims if the area is not withdrawn fiom locatable 
mineral location (p. 111-12 LRMP). In acting upon proposals, NOI's, and applications, the Forest 
needs to evaluate whether or not to issue a Special Use PermitIPlan of Operations through an 
environmental analysis and public participation process. 

DECISION TO BE IMPLEMENTED 

It is my decision to approve the Plan of Operations with attached design featureslenvironmental 
protection measures. This decision will allow the proponent to open the mine as proposed but 
with measures taken to minimize any effect the operation may have on the environment. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

A Legal Notice informing the public of the proposed project was published in the San Juan 
Record and Times-Independent newspapers the week of January 28, 2007. A scoping letter was 
sent to various tribes, agencies, organizations, and individuals. A notice was posted in the La Sal 

Monticello Ranger District 
Pine Ridge Uranium Mine Reopening Decision Memo 

Page 1 of 7 



post office on January 28, 2007. Four comments were received during the 30 day comment 
period. These comments were taken into consideration when making my decision. 

REASONS FOR CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDING THIS ACTION 

Approving this Plan of Operations does not have individual or cumulative significant effects on 
the quality of the human environment. The project falls under FSH (Forest Service Handbook) 
1909.15 Chapter 3 1.2, which states that there are routine actions that require documentation in a 
Decision Memo of the rationale for not preparing an environmental assessment or environmental 
impact statement. Specifically, it falls into FSH (Forest Service Handbook) 1909.15 Chapter 
3 1.2: 

8. Short-term (one year or less) mineral, energy, or geophysical investigations and their 
incidental support activities that may require cross-country travel by vehicles and eauivment, 
construction of less than one mile of low standard road (Service Level D, FSH 7709.56). or use 
and minor repair of existing; roads. 

DECISION RATIONALE 

This decision was made after careful consideration of the proposal, public involvement, and the 
entirety of the supporting record. No one fact or single piece of information led to this decision. 
Rather, a combination of factors contributed to it. 

My decision is not unique. Approving Plans of Operations for mineral exploration needed by the 
public and private entities is well understood and complies with existing Law, Regulation and 
Policy. Effects on the environment are minimal individually and collectively. My decision 
represents an action, which effects are specifically understood and will be minimal. Some of the 
key factors used in reaching my decision are summarized below. 

Existing User Need: 

The need for uranium exploration continues to exist. These operations bring needed raw 
materials to the industry and provide job opportunities and needed commoditieslutilities 
to the general public and surrounding communities. My decision will meet this objective. 

Consistency with the Forest Plan: 

National Forest System lands are generally available (except for areas that are withdrawn; 
this area is not) to exploration and development of locatable minerals under the U.S. 
General Mining Law of 1872 and its amendments. Under the regulations in 36 CFR 228, 
the Forest Service approves exploration and mining operating plans and administers those 
operations to ensure protection and reclamation of affected surface resources (p. 11-5 1). 

The general direction for minerals management is to: 

Avoid or minimize significant and conflicting public or private investments near 
sites where mineral activities may occur within the foreseeable future. 
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On classified lands not withdrawn fkom operations under the general mining laws 
provide for reasonable protection of the purposes for which the lands were 
classified and for reclamation of disturbed lands to a condition suitable for the 
purposes for which the lands were classified. Such lands may include Research 
Natural Areas, national recreation trails, special interest areas; such as scenic, 
geologic, or national historic sites, or some other type of specific classification. 
The status of classified lands with respect to withdrawal must be checked before 
an operating plan can be approved. 
On unclassified (remaining) lands, provide for reclamation of disturbed lands to 
achieve the planned uses specified in the Forest Plan, when those lands are no 
longer needed for mineral operations (P. 111-35). 

This project conforms to this section of the Plan and is consistent with other portions 
relative to this type of activity. 

Extraordinary Circumstances: 

Existing resource conditions and potential extraordinary circumstances have been 
considered in making my decision. I have determined that there are no extraordinary 
circumstances related to the project. 

Threatened and endangered suecies or their critical habitat. A review of the project 
finds there may be TE&S plants or animal species in the project area. There will be 
"No effect or May impact individuals or habitat, but will not likely contribute to a 
trend towards federal listing or loss of viability to the population or species." (See 
BABE for this project). 

Management Indicator Species 

Management Indicator Species (MIS) are a select group of species that can 
indicate change in habitat resulting from activities on the Forest. Management 
Indicator species associated with the Manti-La Sal National Forest are Elk, Mule 
Deer, Abert's squirrel, Macroinvertebrates, Goshawk, and Golden Eagles. There 
may be some disturbance to one or more of these species when activities occur. 
There will be no adverse impact on the species or their habitat (See BAIBE). 

Floodulains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds. There are no floodplains or 
wetlands in the project area that are or will be affected. Floodplains have not been 
mapped in this project area. However, the mine site is located adjoining the flood- 
prone area adjacent to the drainage in the project area. Application of the Soil and 
Water Conservation Practices would ensure that the proposed activities would not 
result in occupation or modification of flood-prone areas. There will be no effect on 
any municipal watershed. (See CE Checklist, Hydrology) 

Conaressionally designated areas, such as wilderness, wilderness study areas. or 
National Recreation Areas. Wilderness, wilderness study areas, or National 
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Recreation Areas are not in or around the project area. The nearest wilderness is Dark 
Canyon Wilderness which is approximately 50 miles to the southeast. Any impacts 
would be localized to the mine site. Wilderness areas will not be affected. There are 
no wilderness study areas or national recreation areas on the Moab/Monticello Ranger 
District on the Manti-La Sal National Forest (See Attached Map). 

Inventoried roadless areas. There are no roadless areas in the project area that will 
be affected. There will not be any impact by the approval of the Plan of Operations. 
The current character of inventoried roadless areas will not be affected (See Attached 
Map). 

Research Natural Areas. The project area is not located within or adjacent to any 
Research Natural Areas (RNAs). RNAs will not be affected. 

Native American religious or cultural sites, archeological sites, or historic properties 
or areas. The site has been previously disturbed, therefore will be no affect to Native 
American religious or cultural sites, archeological sites or historic properties. (See 
CE Checklist, Cultural/Historical/Paleontological) 

There are no conditions associated with this action that were identified during scoping and 
project analysis as potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. 
There are no extraordinary circumstances present related to this proposed action as listed in 
section 1909.15 of the Forest Service Handbook, Chapter 30, section 3 1.2 (8). 

V. FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OTHER LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

To the best of my knowledge, my decision to approve the proposed Plan of Operations with 
attached design features/environmental protection measures would comply with all applicable 
laws and regulations. My decision in relation to pertinent legal requirements is summarized 
below. 

National Forest Management Act of 1976: The Forest Plan (1 986) was developed as required by 
this Act. This long-range land and resource management plan provides guidance for all resource 
management activities in the Forest. The National Forest Management Act requires all projects 
and activities to be consistent with the Forest Plan. The Forest Plan has been reviewed in 
consideration of this project. My decision will be consistent with the Forest Plan and this Act. 
(Pages 11-51-53,111-15,111-34-36, 111-64, and 111-66 of the Manti-La Sal National Forest Land 
and Resource Management Plan) 

Best Available Science 
Upon revi.ew of the documentation and discussions with the Interdisciplinary Team Leader and 
team members I have determined that the applicable science information has been properly 
considered, interpreted and the risks identified. Contrary science was not raised during the 
scoping or applicable comment periods. It is my opinion that the use of existing FS manual 
direction, protocols, and best management practices represent the best available science 
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National Historic Preservation Act: My decision complies with this Act. No known cultural 
resources sites are present within the proposed project's area of Potential Effect. Consequently, 
the Forest Service has determined that issuing this Permit will have no effect on cultural 
resources. (CE Checklist, Cultural Resource Section) 

Clean Water Act: My decision complies with this Act. Soil and Water Conservation Practices 
(SWCP's) and Best Management Practices will be followed according to District Hydrologist's 
recommendations (CE Checklist, Hydrology Section). The proposed action with the specified 
design features, SWCP's and other requirements designed to minimize impacts to soils, the 
potential for erosion, and impacts to water quality complies with the Clean Water Act. 

Endangered Species Act: My decision complies with this Act. A review of the project finds 
there would be NO effect on MIS and TE&S species or their habitat (See BEIBA). 

Executive Order 12898. "Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations." The decision for this document will not amend or 
preclude any existing private or treaty rights in the National Forest. A review of potential effects 
to human health and safety and natural resources in the vicinity of minority and low-income 
communities did not identify any significant or disproportionately high or adverse effects in 
these areas because of the lack or residential houses in the vicinity of the existing and proposed 
development. 

Executive Order 13 186. Responsibilities of Federal Agencies to Protect Migratory Birds. 
Januaw 10,2001. The proposed action complies with the intent of the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act and Executive Order 13 186 as there is limited potential for unintentional take of individuals 
from the proposed activities of this project (See BAIBE for this project). 

National Environmental Policy Act: The entirety of documentation for this project supports that 
the analysis and decision comply with this Act. 

VI. IMPLEMENTATION DATE AND APPEAL OPPORTUNITY 

Copies of this decision will also be made available to those who expressed interest in this 
proposed action by participating in the scoping process. 

Implementation of this decision may occur immediately. 

This decision is not subject to appeal in accordance with 36 CFR 21 5 Decisions for actions that 
have been categorically excluded fiom documentation in an EA or EIS pursuant to FSH 1909.1 5, 
Chapter 30, section 3 1.1 and 3 1.2. 

This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 25 1.82. Notice of appeal must be 
postmarked or received by the Appeal Reviewing Officer within 45 days of this decision. The 
notice of appeal should be sent to: Attn: Alice Carlton, Manti-La Sal National Forest, 599 West 
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Price River Drive, Price, UT 84501. A copy of the notice of appeal must be filed simulfaneously 
with Lee Johnson at 62 East looNorth, P.O. Box 386, Moab, UT 84532. Appeals must meet the 
content requirements of 36 CFR 25 1.90. 

VII. CONTACT PERSON 

For additional information concerning my decision, please feel free to contact Joel Nowak at 
(435) 636-3364. 

A f l  /!L- 
Lee Johnson 
District ~ a n & r  (Responsible Official) 
Manti-La Sal National Forest 

Date 
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