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For many families, the annual tradition of cutting your For your safety, let a neighbor
Christmas tree marks the beginning of the holiday season. or family member know where you're going and
This fun family event provides many fond memories for when you expect to return as cell phone coverage in
everyone. the mountains is very limited.
The following information is provided to help you have a Carry winter survival gear (food, blankets, sleeping
safe enjoyable experience. bags, water, matches), tire chains, and dress for
Before venturing out to get your tree, stop in at your winter conditions.
local Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest Service When traveling in the forest make sure you stay
office or Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Office to on the roads. Getting stuck increases resource and
pick up your permit. Permits may also be purchased road damage as well as damages your vehicle and
from: Bob Ward and Sons Sporting Goods, and the BLM could compromise your safety.
in Butte; Thrifty Drug in Anaconda; the BLM office in .
Dillon; True Value in Ennis; McLeod Mercantile in Whe.n .transportlng your tree I?ak.e .Sure yqur
Sheridan; Wise River Mercantile in Wise River; and permit is attached to the .trcc and is visible. Tie the
Boulder Ace Hardware in Boulder. tree securely to your vehicle. You may want to
wrap it in a tarp or old blanket to protect the
@ Permits are $5.00 per tree with a limit of three branches. Also, if you transport your tree on the
permits per farnﬂy . top or bed of your vehicle, remember to have the
. . trunk of the tree facing forward.
@ Your permit allows you to cut one Christmas
tree in any national forest in Montana and on Caring for your Christmas tree
land administered by BLM. Place your tree in a location away from heat
& Make sure you cut your tree on public lands by registers, fireplaces and stoves.
CheCking eithe.r .the Southwest Montana Use only inspected electrical cords, an electrical
Interagency Visitor Map or the Beaverhead- short can cause a dry tree to burn in seconds!
Deerlodge National Forest Visitors Map and
8¢ 1 P Water, Water, Water—Always keep your fresh
follow road signs. . )
tree in a stand that holds lots of water. Don’t forget
& After you cut your tree, attach your permit to it to check the water level daily and refill the reservoir
for the trip home. with a water and sugar solution.
When Cutting Your Tree
@ You can help our forests by cutting your Christmas
tree from within an overcrowded stand of trees.
© Don't cut trees visible from major roads, in From everyone at the
campgrounds, or in other well-used areas. Beaverhead-Deerlodge National
& Select a tree shorter than twelve feet high and Forest, we wish you and your
don't cut the tops out of large trees. family a very
R1-011-01a @ Cut stumps so they're no higher t-han.six inches off Merry Christmas!
the ground. Cut below the last live limb.
@ Trees may not be cut in the Lee Metcalf Wilderness
Fore_st or in the Anaconda Pintler Wilderness.
Service
Northern The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
Region national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic

information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal employment opportunity provider and employer. October 2010

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest website: www.fs..usda.gov/bdnf and Phone Number (406) -683-3913
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