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APPENDIX C 

EVALUATION OF INVENTORIED ROADLESS AREAS 
FOR WILDERNESS POTENTIAL  

National Forest Planning Regulations require a 
roadless area inventory and evaluation for 
Wilderness recommendation. Inventoried roadless 
areas (IRAs) with sufficient Wilderness 
characteristics are recommended for 
congressional consideration for designation as 
part of the National Wilderness Preservation 
System (NWPS). The inventory contains maps 
and descriptions of inventoried roadless areas 
upon which alternative recommendations in the 
FEIS were developed. Only congressional action 
may designate Wilderness. The revised forest plan 
makes only recommendations. The evaluation 
process is described below and individual 
evaluations follow.  

Updating the Roadless Area 
Inventory 

In 1977 and 1983 the Forest Service inventoried 
undeveloped lands based on national protocols and criteria. When the 1986 Beaverhead and 1987 
Deerlodge forest plans were developed the inventory was updated. The 1983 inventory was 
formalized in Appendix C of each plan. Although there are two dates for those plans, the year is 
identified as 1987. That inventory is used as a starting point to identify current roadless resources 
on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest (BDNF).  

This appendix retains the previous roadless area numbering system however a few subunit 
numbers were changed for easier reference. Additional areas with roadless characteristics are 
identified and have been assigned the appropriate number sequence.  

There are three types of map inventory updates:  

1 - Roadless Area Boundary Adjustments and Changes: Calculations of roadless area acres in 
the 2006 inventory were made with Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technology which 
changed the 1983 acres by digitizing old boundaries and recalculating road buffers. Areas were 
added if they had been overlooked in earlier inventories, or roadless character was regained. 
Others were removed if they had been incorrectly included, or if activities such as road building, 
timber harvest, or mining changed their roadless character since the 1983 inventory. Private land 
inside the boundaries is excluded from final acreage. 
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2 - Areas Added to Inventoried Roadless: The following areas were identified and have added 
since the 1983 inventory.  

Middle Creek Addition to Garfield Mountain Roadless Area 1-961: This area was 
recommended for inclusion by the Montana Wilderness Association. The inventory process 
supported the inclusion of this roadless area into the 2006 inventory. The area adds 6715 
acres to 1-961, and received a Wilderness capability score of 27 on a scale of 4 to 40 points 
(moderate capability).  

Cowboy Heaven Roadless Area 1-030: This area was recommended by the Madison 
Ranger District. The inventory process supported the inclusion of this roadless area into the 
2006 inventory. The area comprises 6,916 acres adjacent to the Lee Metcalf Wilderness 
which rated a Wilderness capability score of 32 on a scale of 4 to 40 points (high capability).  

Madison Roadless Area 1-031: This area was recommended by the Madison Ranger 
District. The inventory process supported the inclusion of this roadless area into the 2006 
inventory. The IRA includes 6 parcels totaling 12,230 acres, and received a Wilderness 
capability score of 34 on a scale of 4 to 40 points (high capability).  

Lost Creek Roadless Area 1-436: This area was part of a larger property acquired in a land 
exchange and was recommended for inclusion by the Montana Wilderness Association. The 
roadless inventory identified this part of the land exchange as roadless. The IRA contains 
9538 acres, and received a Wilderness capability score of 25 on a scale of 4 to 40 points 
(moderate capability). 

3 - Areas Removed from the Roadless Inventory: A roadless area must have at least 5,000 
acres or be contiguous to an existing congressionally designated Wilderness area in order to be 
included in the roadless area inventory. Two areas included in earlier inventories do not meet 
these criteria and were eliminated. They were evaluated for Wilderness potential in case a high 
value ranking might lead to special consideration. Both areas rated below the minimum for 
recommendation. 

Beaver Lake Roadless Area 1-003B: The unit is 4,466 acres, with a Wilderness capability 
score of 8.9 on a scale of 4 to 40 points. Unit 1-003B is an isolated parcel separated from the 
larger unit 1-003A by about two miles. 

Dixon Mountain Roadless Area 1-019: This unit is 4,420 acres with a Wilderness 
capability score of 13.1 on a scale of 4 to 40 points (low capability). The area is very small 
and cannot be combined with other roadless areas because the road at Little Water Canyon 
separates it from other roadless areas. Boundary adjustments would be necessary to remove 
incompatible uses and would further reduce the size of the area. 
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Changes in Acres for All IRAs between 1987 and 2007 

Acre Updates to Map Categories BDNF Acres only 
1987 Total 1,850,475 
Added 73,676 
Dropped -69,089 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -9,894 
2007 Total 1,846,168 

Updating the Roadless Area Evaluation 
This section contains the summary of the Wilderness characteristics and process used to 
determine Wilderness suitability of IRAs. Criteria identified in FSH 1909.12 and examples from 
other forests were used to develop the Process for Evaluation of Roadless Areas for Wilderness 
(Project File). This process was used by planners and ranger district staff to evaluate Wilderness 
suitability.  

Suitability 
Suitability is determined from capability, availability, and need. Criteria for suitability ratings 
are: 1) suitability cannot be higher than capability, but may be higher than availability or need; 2) 
suitability is low if either capability or availability is rated low. 

Capability  
Capability is the degree to which an area contains the basic Wilderness qualities. These include 
the integrity of the natural environment and scenery; opportunities for solitude, challenge, and 
primitive recreation; unique ecological or cultural features. Factors such as size, shape, 
relationship to external influences, and boundary location were examined to determine 
manageability. 

In addition to a narrative assessment, a set of capability assessment criteria were developed to 
insure consistent capability ratings across the forest. These numeric ratings were mistakenly 
labeled in the DEIS Appendix C as “Wilderness Suitability”. The ratings are based on a scale of 
4 to 40. For the FEIS these ratings were rounded to the nearest whole number, and grouped into 
high, moderate, and low capability: low if rated less than 19, moderate if rated 19 through 27, 
and high if more than 27.  

Availability 
Availability is conditioned by the value of and need for the Wilderness resource compared to the 
value of and need for other resources. A brief description of uses, wildlife, water resources, 
livestock grazing, timber, minerals, oil and gas, heritage resources, land use authorizations, lands 
not in federal ownership, and disturbances is included in the availability section of each roadless 
inventory form.  

Wilderness availability is rated high, moderate, or low for each area. A high rating means there 
are few or no obligations such as special use permitted dams, access roads, and others. A 



Inventoried Roadless Areas 
Evaluation for Wilderness Potential 

Appendix C - 4 

moderate rating has more limiting obligations, and a low rating means the area has a need or 
limiting obligations which make it difficult to manage for Wilderness. 

Need 
Need is evaluated based on the Region One Wilderness Needs Assessment (2003) and public 
comments on the Proposed Action (2003) Draft Forest Plan, and DEIS, (2005). The Region One 
Assessment evaluated potential contributions to the local and national distribution of Wilderness 
and associated ecological and social values. The assessment found that Wilderness is fairly well 
distributed near population centers in Montana.  

Ecological values which are underrepresented in the NWPS include:  

The Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section which (grassland/shrubland, riparian 
shrublands, and aspen woodland communities), 

Montana sensitive plants, 

Wildlife refuge, particularly at low elevations, and 

Protected habitat for native fish species. 

Need is rated high, moderate, or low for each area. Areas with a high rating have both a broad 
base of public support and two or more ecological qualities identified in the Region One 
Assessment. A moderate rating means the area has a minimum of one ecological quality or a 
broad base of public support for recommendation. Areas with a low rating have only a single 
ecological contribution and no public support specific to that particular IRA. 

Effect of Alternatives on IRAs  
Alternatives 

Alternatives were built around activities which are likely to occur over the life of the plan. The 
interdisciplinary team relied on a number of assumptions about inventoried roadless areas. The 
primary assumption was the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule (RACR) would which 
prohibits road construction and timber harvest in IRAs with few exceptions, would prevail.  

Managing for suitable timber lands was not a likely activity. See the FEIS, Alternatives 
Considered but not Analyzed in Detail. No action alternative includes suitable timber land in 
IRAs. Alternative 1 includes suitable timber lands in 10% of the IRAs. Timber harvest for other 
purposes is allowed within IRAs under very limited exception, RACR, 2001. Site specific 
analysis would have to examine effect on Wilderness characteristics and mitigate impacts 
therefore harvest wasn’t displayed in the disposition table below. 

Lands with moderate oil and gas potential lie within a number of IRAs. These lands may be 
leased and could be developed under stipulations described in the Forest Plan, Appendix B. 
However, because RACR prohibits road construction, development potential is very low in IRAs 
inventoried prior to passage of RACR. Where alternatives prescribe Wilderness 
recommendations for the IRA there will be no effect. A Recommended Wilderness allocation 
includes a stipulation of “No Surface Occupancy”.  
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The acres of suitable range vary based on the disposition of vacant allotments. Difference in 
acres between alternatives does not reveal much about disturbance of Wilderness characteristics 
related to grazing. Grazing is an allowable activity in Wilderness areas, so the presence or 
absence of livestock is not evaluated here as a detrimental effect. The individual IRA capability 
descriptions describe grazing related structures or facilities and their effect on Wilderness 
characteristics.  

Motorized travel is the activity most likely to reduce Wilderness characteristics. Alternatives 
offer a range of protective strategies. Recommended Wilderness and non-motorized allocations 
do the most to protect Wilderness characteristics. Key watersheds offer protection from activities 
that could impair watersheds or fisheries habitat. Key watersheds also have the potential to result 
in restoration of roads and other facilities that impair Wilderness characteristics, even if the 
impacts are short term. Backcountry recreation allocations in Alternative 6 don’t have as much 
impact as roaded allocations because they maintain a semi-primitive setting.   

Alternatives which apply the current travel plans over a large portion of the forest have a higher 
risk of affecting Wilderness characteristics because direction for how or what kind of activities 
can take place is not provided. In addition, while national direction constrains road construction 
to some degree, vegetation treatments can still occur with fewer constraints. Wilderness 
characteristics may be reduced by motorized roads and trails, snowmobile travel, suitable timber 
lands, and development of oil and gas potential.   

Environmental Consequences 
Alternative 3 provides the most Wilderness characteristics protection for in all IRAs and the least 
risk of disturbance. The alternative recommends 707,000 IRA acres for Wilderness and allocates 
a large percentage to non-motorized use.  Disturbance is reduced by the effect of allocations on 
motorized use and potential for oil and gas development. 

Alternatives 5 and 6 provide more protection than Alternative 2 because they include key 
watershed protection and a higher percent of Recommended Wilderness and non-motorized 
allocations. Of these two alternatives, Alternative 6 protects more IRAs with the best suitability 
ratings.   

Alternatives 1 and 4 provide the least protection because of vulnerability to disturbance. 
Motorized use is allowed on a higher percentage of IRAs with fewer limitations on oil and gas 
development. Alternative 1 includes suitable timber land with commensurate thinning, fuel 
reduction, harvest and road building. The chance these activities would affect roadless 
characteristics, however, was eliminated by the RACR in 2001 with the exception of recreation 
activities.  
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Inventoried Roadless Acres by 
Allocation 

Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness 9% 10% 37% -- 13% 18% 
Wilderness Study Area 11% 11% 11% 11% 11% 11% 
Summer Non-Motorized * 39% 54% 81% 50% 63% 37% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 33% 
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Inventoried Roadless Acres by 
Allocation 

Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 60% 45% 19% 49% 36% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 11% 22% 55% 11% 42% 26% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 21% 21% 21% 21% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 16% -- 5% 4% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 39% 39% 39% 39% 39% 39% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 10% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 26% 26% 24% 26% 24% 24% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 

• Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for 
Alternatives 1 through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations 
are mutually exclusive in Alternative 6. 

INDIVIDUAL ROADLESS AREA EVALUATIONS 
The inventories were compiled in 2004 and updated in 2006. The maps were updated at the scale 
of 1:24000 and input into GIS. They exist as a single GIS data layer in the BDNF Corporate 
Database. The updates were completed in 2006 and were based on public comment and internal 
review.  

The inventory section for each area includes a vicinity map, area description, and narrative 
assessments. Each section displays four tables. The first, not shown in this section, provides a 
summary of the capability, availability, and need for Wilderness recommendation. The second 
table displays changes in acres from digitizing and other reasons explained above. The third 
gives the disposition of allocations by alternative and the last compares of effects of 
recommendation by alternatives. Larger maps of the changes are included in the FEIS map 
packet. 
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Anderson Mountain IRA (No. 1-942) 
31,099 Acres 

Description 
Anderson Mountain Roadless Area is located on 
the Montana side of the Bitterroot Mountain 
Range in Beaverhead County contiguous to the 
Salmon-Challis National Forest Roadless Area 
13-942 in Idaho. Access is available from 
Montana State Highway 43, the Foothills and 
Ruby roads. There is road and trail access from 
the Salmon National Forest in Idaho. 

Elevations range from 6,300 to more than 8,000 
feet. The terrain includes deep V-shaped valleys 
in rolling forested hills which rise to steep rugged 
peaks near the southern end of the Continental 
Divide. Whitebark and limber pine grow on the 
ridges near the timberline. The rest of the area is 
predominantly lodgepole pine forests with 
Douglas-fir and sagebrush parks present on south-
facing slopes. Soils are moderately deep loams 
and sandy loams. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area appears natural except for a few 
range improvements, irrigation ditches, and May Creek cabin. Scenic integrity is moderate to 
high. Natural integrity has been slightly reduced by livestock grazing.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: There are many opportunities for 
solitude and primitive recreation opportunities like hiking, climbing, stock trips, snowshoeing, 
and skiing. More challenging travel is available in the area 

Special Features: Sections of the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail and May Creek 
National Recreation Trails are included. 

Manageability and Boundaries: Boundaries are mostly manageable, but small adjustments may 
be needed in order to manage the area as Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: The heaviest use occurs during fall hunting season. In summer people hike or ride 
horses and trail vehicles. Other activities include dispersed camping and firewood gathering. In 
winter the area is popular for snowmobiling and cross-country skiing. May Creek Cabin is a 
popular cabin rental. 

Wildlife: The IRA contains secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between the Greater Yellowstone Area (GYA) and forests to the west and 
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north. Wolverines have been sighted and habitat for wolverine denning and Canada lynx are 
mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. The water 
source is important for downstream irrigation. Increased demand is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: About a third of one allotment and a minor portion of another are included 
in this IRA. There are approximately 55 miles of fence.  

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Thirty-nine percent is favorable for gold-silver vein deposits, which may 
contain associated base metals. One percent is included in a high value, and five percent is in a 
medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. One percent has low oil & gas potential, 
and the rest is very low potential. 

Heritage: The potential for historic and prehistoric sites is unknown. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are many miles of irrigation ditches under special use permits 
in this area. 

Non-federal Lands: There are 70 acres of private land in this roadless area. 

Disturbances: Risk of mortality from bark beetles is increasing in Lodgepole Pine. 

Need 
Ecological: The Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section has potential to contribute diverse 
vegetative cover types to the NWPS. The area is a part of the ecological subsection, and may 
contribute underrepresented plant communities as well as undisturbed habitat for wildlife 
(wolverine) and native fish. 

Social:  Support for Wilderness recommendation has been received from people who support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by those who wish 
to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural and scenic integrity have been slightly reduced by cattle grazing, irrigation 
ditches, and range improvements. There are opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. 
The area is manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability:  There are obligations for maintenance of irrigation ditches. These obligations may 
limit Wilderness availability. 

Need: The area would add lands, and may contribute underrepresented plant communities to the 
NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Anderson Mountain has received some support and 
strong opposition from the public. 
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Wilderness Evaluation Summary  

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Anderson Mountain, BDNF 
1-942 

31,099 Moderate Moderate High Moderate 

Salmon-Challis NF  13-942 18,120 Not Rated Not Rated Not Rated  
Total 49,119     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Anderson Mountain IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 30,331 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -357 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 1,125 
2007 Total 31,099 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 2% 54% 88% -- 83% 86% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a  n/a n/a n/a 14% 
Road-Based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 98% 46% 12% 100% 16% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 1% 66% 88% -- 88% 88% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 11% -- -- 13% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 50%  -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive in 
Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. 
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A non-Wilderness recommendation may affect the IRA most under Alternative 1 because it 
offers no specific direction for motorized use and allocates half of the area as suitable timber 
base. The majority of the area is under summer and winter non-motorized allocations in 
Alternatives 3, 5 and 6 which would preserve existing Wilderness characteristics. Alternative 4 
offers no specific direction for motorized use which creates a risk of impact to Wilderness 
characteristics.  
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Basin Creek (No. 1-430) 
9,190 Acres 

Description 
The Basin Creek Roadless Area is located 
on the north side of the Highland Mountain 
Range in Silver Bow County, Montana. 
Access is available from the Highland Road 
on the east side and a county road on the 
north. 

Elevations range from 5,880 feet to 7,200 
feet. Around Basin Creek and Upper Basin 
Creek reservoirs the terrain is steep, and 
dissected into numerous small drainages 
with steep V-shaped valleys. Narrow 
riparian zones are thick with aspen, alder, 
and willows. The hillsides are covered with 
lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir forest 
interspersed with small grassland meadows. 
Large granite boulders and outcrops are 
common. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is natural appearing, with 
historic mining and exploration, an abandoned telephone right-of-way, and low standard roads. 
Scenic Integrity is high. Natural appearance has been reduced by stumps and skid trails from 
logging in the 1890’s. Water levels fluctuate which affect the reservoirs’ shorelines. 

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Solitude and primitive recreation 
opportunities are available in spite of close proximity to Butte. The area has topographic and 
vegetative screening, and terrain to enhance hiking and other non-motorized activities.  

Special Features: The IRA contains a segment of the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail 
and Basin Creek Research Natural Area. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries are identifiable on the ground and could be 
managed.  

Availability 
Recreation: Trail 108 provides OHV riding, cycling, and horseback riding in the summer. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Habitat has been 
mapped for the threatened Canada lynx. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 



Basin Creek 

 

Appendix C - 12 

Water: Part of the area serves as a municipal watershed for Butte. This watershed has an A-
Closed rating, which requires special management to maintain the designation.  

Livestock Grazing: There is one grazing allotment on the west side. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals and for copper deposits. Five percent is favorable for replacement 
deposits of gold, silver and base metals. Thirty percent of the area is included in a high value 
known locatable mineral deposit area, and seven percent in a medium value known locatable 
mineral deposit area. The entire area has very low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: Nine sites were identified after a very limited field survey. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are special use permits for a buried utility line and for the 
Upper Basin Creek Reservoir Dam.  

Non-Federal Lands: There are 487 acres of private land in this roadless area. 

Disturbances: There has been a very high mortality rate in lodgepole pine from mountain pine 
beetle since 2000. 

Need 
Ecological: The area is part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section and has potential 
to contribute underrepresented vegetative cover types to the NWPS.  

Social: Management of the area is contentious due to the importance of the watershed to the 
residents of Butte. Support for designation of this area has been received from those who have 
supported Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition was expressed by those who 
wish to retain watershed management options. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by mining, noxious weeds, and water 
impoundment. There are opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The area would be 
manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are contractual obligations to allow maintenance of the Butte water supply. 
These obligations limit Wilderness availability. 

Need: The area would supply additional lands and may contribute underrepresented plant 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Basin Creek is not well supported. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
Basin Creek  1-430 9,190 Moderate Low Moderate Low 

*Nonfederal lands within the area have been excluded from the acreage. 
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Basin Creek IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 9,658 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -468 
2007 Total 9,190 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 21% 70% 71% 37% 71% 60% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 35% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 74% 25% 24% 58% 24% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 29% 78% 92% 28% 92% 76% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 24% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 77% 77% 77% 77% 77% 77% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 12% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Basin Creek ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. 

A non-Wilderness recommendation for this area in all alternatives allows established social and 
economic uses and land use authorizations to continue, which facilitates management actions 
that may be required in municipal watersheds. 
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Bear Creek (No. 1-015) 
7,277 Acres 

Description 
The Bear Creek Roadless Area is located 
about 45 miles south of Dillon in 
Beaverhead County, Montana. Access is 
available from low standard roads which 
join Lemhi Pass county road and Highway 
324. 

Elevations range from about 7,200 feet in 
Bear Creek to 9,400 feet along the 
Continental Divide. The majority of the 
terrain is long moderately steep canyon side 
slopes. Deep incised V-shaped canyons 
separated by narrow rounded ridge tops 
characterize the area. Vegetation is mostly 
lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir. Whitebark 
pine and subalpine fir preside in higher 
elevations. Small mountain meadows and 
grass lined streams are a minor part of the vegetation. Most soils are moderately deep rocky 
loams. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The appearance is mostly natural and 
scenic integrity is moderate to high. The natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing, 
low standard roads, patches of noxious weeds, and mining claims.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Opportunities for primitive recreation 
and solitude are available in the canyons and valleys, but limited by the small size. There are no 
features available as recreation destinations; however, the terrain is challenging terrain near the 
Continental Divide. 

Special Features: The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail. 

Manageability and Boundaries: Much of the boundary is identifiable because it follows forest 
roads and the Continental Divide and could be managed.  

Availability 
Recreation: Hunting is the most common use. Motorized use on roads and trails is infrequent in 
summer and winter. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat is 
mapped and westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments.  
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Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock. Increase in demand for water is unlikely. 

Livestock Grazing: Portions or all of three grazing allotments are included in this roadless area. 
Bear Creek, North Black Canyon, and South Black Canyon are under intensive management 
systems. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Thirteen percent of the area is included in a high value known locatable 
mineral deposit area. The entire area has very low oil and gas potential. 

Heritage: The potential for prehistoric and historic cultural resources is unknown. However, past 
use by Native Americans suggests sites may exist. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: There is a moderate to high risk of mountain pine beetle infestations.  

Need 
Ecological: Bear Lake roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section, 
and may contribute underrepresented vegetative cover types to the NWPS. 

Social: Support for recommendation for Wilderness has been received from those who support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish 
to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by noxious weeds, roads and adjacent forest 
uses. The limited opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation offer moderate challenge, 
and the area is manageable as Wilderness.  

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and may contribute underrepresented vegetative cover types to 
the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Bear Creek has received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
Bear Creek 1-015 7,277 Low High Low Low 

*Nonfederal lands have been excluded from the acreage. 
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Bear Creek IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 8,252 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -893 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -82 
2007 Total 7,277 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 67% 67% 73% 67% 67% 68% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 32% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 33% 33% 27% 33% 33% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 76% 76% 76% 76% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 23% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 63% 63% 63% 63% 63% 63% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 21% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 37% 37% 37% 37% 37% 37% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Beaver Lake (1-003) 
7,381 Acres 

Description 
This area is located north of Highway 43 on 
the lower slopes of the Anaconda Range in 
Beaverhead County, Montana. Access is 
from Highway 43 or the Trail, Tie, and 
Johnson Creek road systems. 

Elevations range from about 7,000 to 8,000 
feet. Slopes are generally gentle and rolling 
with the streams at the bottom of V-shaped 
valleys. Fires in 2000 burned dense 
lodgepole pine forest in part of this heavily 
forested area. Soils are mostly sandy loams 
derived from fine-grained igneous rocks. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and 
Scenery: The area is mostly natural appearing with moderate to high scenic integrity. The 
natural integrity within this small area has been lowered by timber harvest and roads in the 
surrounding area, by 1960s and 1970s timber harvest and roads in the Elk Creek drainage, 
livestock grazing, and infestations of noxious weeds. 

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: There are some opportunities for 
solitude. The area’s small size and views of modified landscapes diminish primitive recreation 
opportunities. Some challenging activities are available for those willing to travel into the core 
area.  

Special Features: The original route of the Nez Perce and Lewis and Clark trails is believed to 
follow meadows on the south edge of this roadless area. 

Manageability and Boundaries: Boundaries are identifiable on the ground and are manageable.  

Availability 
Recreation: The area is used most during elk hunting and snowmobile seasons. Dispersed car-
camping, fishing, skiing, and snowmobiling are common in the lower areas near Trail Creek. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat has 
been mapped.  

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There is 
limited water development and increases in demand are unlikely. 

Livestock Grazing: All of 1-003A is in the Trail Creek Grazing Allotment. Range 
improvements include several short segments of drift fence.  
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Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Two percent of the area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, 
and associated base metals. Less than one percent of the area is included in a medium value 
known locatable mineral deposit area. The entire area has very low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: The Nez Perce Trail is believed to follow meadows on the south edge of 1-003.  

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Some of the dense lodgepole pine forests burned in the fires of 2000. There is a 
moderate to high risk of mountain pine beetle infestations.  

Need 
Ecological: Beaver Lake road0less area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, but has little acreage of underrepresented cover types. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness comes from those who support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition is from people who wish to retain 
motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by use and noxious weed infestations. The 
limited opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation offer moderate challenge, and the area 
is manageable as Wilderness.  

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add land to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Beaver Lake has 
received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Beaver Lake 1-003 7,381 Low High  Low Low 

*Nonfederal lands within the area have been excluded from the acreage. 
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Beaver Lake IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 13,474 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -4,562 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -1,531 
2007 Total 7,381 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * -- -- 94% -- 69% -- 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 100% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 100% 100% 6% 100% 31% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 100% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 96% 96% 96% 96% 96% 96% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 95% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 2% 2% -- 2% 2% -- 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established and economic social 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Big Horn Mountain (1-027) 
53,494 Acres 

Description 
The Big Horn Roadless Area is located on the 
east slope of the Gravelly Range in Madison 
County, Montana. Access is available from 
the Standard Creek, Gravelly Range, and Wall 
Creek Guard Station roads. 

Elevations range from 6,000 feet in the 
foothills to 10,200 feet at Big Horn Mountain 
summit. This is the most rugged part of the 
Gravelly Range, with high peaks, cliffs, deep 
canyons and bench lands. Large rumpled 
landslides are present in the southern part of 
the area. Lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir 
forests are the most common vegetation. 
Alpine grasslands are present at higher 
elevations, and there are many grassland parks 
throughout the area. Soils vary from 
moderately deep loams and clays in the 
northwest to shallow rocky loams and silt loams in the northeast. 

Capability 
Natural Integrity and Appearance: Scenic integrity is high; the area appears natural except 
where interrupted by division fences on the Wall Creek allotment. Natural integrity has been 
slightly reduced by grazing and small infestations of noxious weeds.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Rugged terrain and large size contribute 
to the opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The area offers unique spelunking, rock 
climbing, and ski touring, as well as more common activities. 

Special Features: The included Cave Mountain Research Natural Area is a unique example of 
alpine grassland. The RNA is relatively undisturbed, and contains rough fescue at this southern 
limit to its range.  

Manageability and Boundaries: Roads and the forest boundary form the boundaries and can be 
managed. 

Availability 
Recreation: The area receives most of its use during big game hunting seasons. The number of 
caves and unusual geology in the Cave Mountain RNA are attractions to visiting spelunkers and 
geology students. Snowmobiling is common in winter. The trail system provides a popular place 
for trail vehicle riders. 
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Wildlife: This roadless area contains a portion of the Wall Creek Winter Game Range and 
provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity across the landscape in 
between GYA and forests beyond the BDNF. Canada lynx habitat and wolverine denning habitat 
is mapped. The IRA is part of occupied grizzly bear habitat. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit 
some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. Water from 
this area is also used for downstream irrigation. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: Parts of four cattle and three sheep allotments are confined to the gentler 
terrain. In that portion there are numerous fences and water developments for the livestock use. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Two percent of the area is included in a high value known locatable 
mineral deposit area and five percent is included in a medium value known locatable mineral 
deposit area. Five percent of the area has a medium phosphate potential. Sixteen percent of the 
area has a moderate oil & gas potential, forty-four percent has a low potential, and the remainder 
has a very low potential. 

Heritage: A Native American camp and artifacts have been discovered in the roadless area. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: There area 482 acres of private lands in the area. 

Disturbances: Mountain pine beetle and spruce budworm are both present. Whitepine blister 
rust is causing mortality in whitebark pine stands.  

Need 
Ecological: Big Horn roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section, 
and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities to designated 
Wilderness. Sensitive plant species not currently protected by Wilderness designation are found 
here as are wolves, grizzly bear and wolverine.  

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness has been received from those 
who have supported Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been 
expressed by people who wish to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected slightly by livestock grazing, noxious weeds, and 
range improvements. There are many opportunities for solitude and challenging primitive 
recreation. The area is manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Big Horn Mountain received both 
public support and opposition. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 
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IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Big Horn Mountain  1-027 53,494 High High Moderate High 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Big Horn Mountain IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 50,390 
Acres Added 3,205 
Acres Dropped -1,085 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 984 
2007 Total 53,494 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 93% -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 68% 69% 92% 67% 72% 72% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 27% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 31% 30% 7% 32% 27% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 29% 29% 92% 29% 95% 95% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 57% 57% 57% 57% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 36% 36% 36% 36% 36% 36% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 8% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 43% 43% 32% 43% 32% 32% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 16% 16% 16% 16% 16% 16% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendation in Alternative 3 protects high quality wildlife habitat and protects 
16% of the IRA from the possibility of oil and gas development. While not currently popular for 
mountain biking, three trails would be closed to that use.   

A non-Wilderness recommendation would have no effect because non-motorized allocations in 
Alternatives 1, 2, 4, 5, close a majority of the area to summer motorized while leaving popular 
low elevation loop trails from Hyde Creek to Wall Creek open to motorized use. All alternatives 
close the area in winter as well. They also maintain security for wolverine denning and elk 



Big Horn Mountain  

Appendix C - 23 

winter range in Alternatives 5 and 6. Up to 16% of the IRA may be available for oil and gas 
development but development potential is very low because of the road construction prohibitions 
of the RACR. Mountain biking would be allowed. . 
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Black Butte (No. 1-026) 
39,252 Acres 

Description 
The Black Butte Roadless Area is located on the 
west side of the Gravelly Range in Madison 
County, Montana. Access is available from the 
Ruby River and Gravelly Range roads. 

Elevations range from 6,450 to 10,546 feet at 
Black Butte summit. The area contains broad 
benches on the west which slope upward into 
broken ridges and a high subalpine ridge. 
Vegetation is a mix of sagebrush-grasslands and 
forests. Soils are derived from sedimentary rocks, 
mostly shale and sandstone. The geology and 
soils have resulted in many mass failure slumps in 
the area. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area appears natural other than fences 
and water developments. Scenic integrity is high over most of the area. Livestock grazing, since 
the 1880s, has affected the natural integrity. 

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: There are many opportunities for 
solitude and primitive recreation. The varied terrain offers vast scenic view and opportunities for 
challenging recreation experiences. 

Special Features: Black Butte is a unique geological feature easy to identify in the Gravelly 
Range, because of its color.  

Manageability and Boundaries: Roads surround the boundary making it manageable.  

Availability 
Recreation: Hunting is the most common recreational activity. The majority of visitors pursue 
non-motorized activities. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. The IRA contains 
occupied grizzly bear habitat and mapped habitat for Canada lynx and wolverine denning. 
Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. Water from 
this area is used for downstream irrigation. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: One cattle and a few sheep allotments are permitted under intensive range 
management systems. 
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Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Forty-seven percent of the area is included in a medium value known 
locatable mineral deposit area. Three percent of the area has medium phosphate potential. 
Ninety-five percent of the area has moderate oil & gas potential and the remaining five percent 
has low potential. 

Heritage: The area has a high likelihood of additional historic and prehistoric resources based on 
known past occupation in the Gravelly range. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Whitepine blister rust is causing mortality in whitebark pine stands.  

Need 
Ecological: Black Butte roadless area is part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section 
and would add upland shrub and grassland communities which are presently under-represented 
in designated Wilderness. Sensitive plant species not currently protected by Wilderness 
designation are found here. Wolves, grizzly bear and wolverine also inhabit the area. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness has been received from people 
who support Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition is from people who wish 
to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been slightly affected by livestock grazing and range 
improvements in the foothills. There are many opportunities for solitude and challenging 
primitive recreation. The area is manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add land and contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Black Butte has received little 
public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Black Butte 1-026 39,252 High High Moderate High 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Black Butte IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 39,787 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -535 
2007 Total 39,252 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 100% -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 68% 68% 86% 68% 68% 68% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 32% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 32% 32% 14% 32% 32% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- 85% -- -- -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 24% 24% 24% 24 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 3% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 32% 32% 32% 32% 32% 32% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 77% 77% 77% 77% 77% 77% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendation in Alternative 3 preserves high quality wildlife habitat and protects 
the IRA from the possibility of oil and gas development in 95% of the area. Mountain biking and 
snowmobiling opportunities would be eliminated.  

Discounting oil and gas development, non-Wilderness allocations in Alternatives 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 
would maintain most of the Wilderness characteristics. A majority of the area is protected from 
summer motorized use by non-motorized allocations or current travel plan restrictions. Up to 
95% of the IRA has moderate potential for oil and gas development with a Controlled Surface 
Use stipulation but development potential is very low because of the road construction 
prohibitions of the RACR.  
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Call Mountain (No. 1-009) 
9,548 Acres 

Description 
The Call Mountain Roadless Area lies in the 
East Pioneers about eight miles west of Glen 
in Beaverhead County, Montana. Access is 
provided along the western edge by the 
Willow Creek road. There are also trails from 
Browns Lake. 

Call Mountain, the most prominent peak, rises 
to 9,010 feet. Below it are Agnes and 
Rainbow Lakes. The terrain is steep and rocky 
with lodgepole pine cover. Grassland valleys 
have deep loamy soils. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and 
Scenery: Most of the area appears natural and 
scenic integrity is high. The natural integrity 
has been affected by livestock grazing and patches of noxious weeds. Low standard roads are 
evident in the lower elevations. Mining remnants and range improvements are visible in parts of 
the area.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The area offers some solitude, except 
along the roads and at the lakes, which have frequent visitation due to the proximity to Dillon, 
short travel distance from roads, and the fishing opportunities. The area offers some primitive 
recreation with challenge in the steep terrain. However, the heavy trail use, popularity of the 
lakes, and the cattle grazing limit primitive opportunities in summer. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The Willow Creek road on the west and developed forest lands 
along the perimeter define the boundaries of the unit. These boundaries could be managed, but 
Wilderness qualities would be affected by adjacent activities. 

Availability 
Recreation: Recreation is primarily hiking, hunting, and fishing in a nonmotorized setting. 
Snowmobiling is popular in the lower half of the area. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped.  

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock use and an increase in demand for water is unlikely. 
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Livestock Grazing: Area 1-009 lies in the Lost Willow Allotment and the East Pioneer 
Experimental Stewardship Area. The allotment is under an intensive grazing system, and there 
are a considerable number of range improvements. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals, and for molybdenum deposits. Seventeen percent is included in a 
medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. The entire area has very low oil and gas 
potential. 

Heritage: The potential for prehistoric and historic sites is presently unknown. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: There are no known disturbances or threats of concern.  

Need 
Ecological: Call Mountain Roadless Area is part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section and may contribute vegetative cover types which are underrepresented in designated 
Wilderness. 

Social: Support for Wilderness recommendation has been received from those who support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish 
to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been reduced by grazing, mining, and the presence of noxious 
weeds. There are a few opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The area is 
manageable as Wilderness; however, Wilderness qualities would be difficult to retain along the 
boundaries. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: Call Mountain roadless area would add land and may contribute underrepresented 
vegetative cover types to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Call Mountain has 
received little public support. 
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Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Call Mountain 1-009 9,548 Low High  Low Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Call Mountain IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 10,179 
Acres Added 628 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -1,259 
2007 Total 9,548 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness 1% 1% 1% -- 1% 1% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * -- 69% 69% 69% 69% -- 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 100% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 100% 31% 31% 31% 31% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- 1% 64% -- 55% 55% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 19% -- -- 64% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 32% 32% 32% 32% 32% 32% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 7% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 11% 11% 11% 11% 11% 11% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and because of a mapping change a few acres of 
the East Pioneer Recommended Wilderness were added. However 1% won’t have a great impact 
on the rest of the IRA.  

The non-Wilderness recommendation for 99% of the IRA in all alternatives allows established 
and economic social uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in 
each alternative have a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Cattle Gulch (No. 1-010) 
18,865 Acres 

Description 
The Cattle Gulch Roadless Area lies on the 
eastern slopes of the Pioneer Mountains in 
Beaverhead County, Montana. Access is from 
Forest Road 187, low standard roads off of 
Highway 43, and the frontage road along 
Interstate 15. 

Elevations range from about 6,500 to 8,700 
feet. The topography is diverse, with gently 
sloping valleys separated by narrow, rocky 
ridges. Steep slopes and canyons drop 
abruptly to the Big Hole River along the north 
end. About half of the area is sagebrush-
grasslands while the other half is forested, 
mostly with lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir. 
There are extensive stands of mountain 
mahogany on the lower slopes of Canyon 
Creek and Cattle Gulch. The geology is 
complex, with limestone as the dominant bedrock. Soils are generally shallow rocky silt loams. 
Limestone spires are visible landmarks, and there are many small cliffs with caves.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: Scenic integrity is high to moderate. Jeep 
trails at lower elevations, fences, water troughs, historic mining remnants, and an abandoned 
power line are visible in this mostly natural appearing area. Natural integrity has been affected 
by noxious weeds, which are common throughout the area, and by livestock grazing.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Diverse topography and vegetative 
screening contribute to opportunities for solitude in the area. The lack of water features reduces 
the probability that the area would be chosen for primitive camping and longer duration 
activities.  

Special Features: The area contains the proposed Cattle Gulch Research Natural Area, a historic 
Nez Perce trail, and pictographs.  

Manageability and Boundaries: The area is surrounded on three sides by roads and the forest 
boundary on the east. Identification and enforcement of the existing boundary would be difficult 
in many places. Management would be difficult. 

Availability 
Recreation: Recreation includes mostly hunting, fishing, motorcycle and ATV trails, and 
snowmobiling in winter. 
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Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and 
Canada lynx habitat is mapped. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock and increased demand for water is unlikely. 

Livestock Grazing: Intensively managed for livestock grazing, this area is under rest and 
rotation, and is included in the Range Stewardship Program. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Six percent of the area is favorable for copper deposits. Twenty-eight 
percent of the area is included in a high value known locatable mineral deposit area and nineteen 
percent in a medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. Seventeen percent of the area 
has medium phosphate potential. Ninety percent has low oil & gas potential, while the remainder 
has very low potential. 

Heritage: The Nez Perce Trail, pictographs, and old mining remnants are present. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: Two private parcels, totaling 864 acres, are located in this roadless area. 

Disturbances: There is a moderate to high risk of mountain pine beetle infestations.  

Need 
Ecological: Cattle Gulch roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section, 
and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities as well as 
sensitive plant species not currently protected by Wilderness designation. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness was received from people who 
have support Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by 
those who wish to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been reduced by noxious weeds, livestock grazing, low 
standard roads, and historic mining. There is some potential for solitude and primitive recreation. 
The area would be difficult to manage due to boundary locations.  

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add land and contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities and sensitive plant communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for 
Cattle Gulch has received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Cattle Gulch 1-010 18,865 Low High  Moderate Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Cattle Gulch IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 18,891 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -26 
2007 Total 18,865 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 16% 29% 42% 27% 27% 28% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 67% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 79% 67% 53% 68% 68% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 48% 48% 48% 48% 48% 48% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 27% 27% 27% 27% 27% 27% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 1% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 40% 40% 40% 40% 40% 40% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Cherry Lakes (No. 1-023) 
13,070 Acres 

Description 
The Cherry Lakes Roadless Area is located in the 
northeastern part of the Gravelly Range in 
Madison County, Montana. Access is by Johnny 
Gulch, Call, and Gravelly Range roads. 

Elevations range from 6,500 to 8,500 feet. Broad 
ridges and deep canyons characterize the area. 
The area is open grasslands and sagebrush-
grasslands with patches of forest. They contain 
mostly Douglas-fir or lodgepole pine and small 
patches of aspen. Soils are moderately deep on the 
west and shallow on the east and are composed of 
loams, silt loams, and clay loams of varied parent 
material. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area appears natural except for the 
visible large water storage tanks and pipelines for stock water. Scenic integrity is high over the 
rest of the area. The natural integrity has been influenced by livestock grazing and patches of 
noxious weeds.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Even though the general topography of 
the area is relatively diverse and rough, opportunities for solitude are limited here. The shape, 
small size, location of roads encircling the area, the proximity of the Cyprus Talc Mine, and 
nearby developments in the Madison Valley all reduce opportunities for solitude  and primitive 
recreation. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries lie along roads and the forest boundary. The 
area would be manageable as Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: The heaviest recreational use is during hunting season. In summer camping, OHV 
trails, scenic driving, and wood gathering make it a popular destination. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. The area is considered 
occupied grizzly bear habitat. Wolverine denning and Canada lynx habitat is mapped. 

Water: This area has little surface water and few water developments. Increases in water 
demand are unlikely. 
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Livestock Grazing: The area contains parts of five cattle allotments with range investments 
including several stock water storage tanks and pipelines.  

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Thirty-four percent of the area is included in a high value known locatable 
mineral deposit area. Forty-nine percent has moderate oil & gas potential and the remaining 
fifty-one percent has low potential. 

Heritage: The presence of prehistoric and historic sites is unknown. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Mortality is high in lodgepole pine from mountain pine beetle infestations and in 
limber pine stands from whitepine blister rust. 

Need 
Ecological: This Roadless Area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section and 
would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities to the NWPS as 
well as sensitive plant species not currently protected by Wilderness designation. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area has been received from those who have 
supported Wilderness for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by those who wish to 
retain the opportunities for motorized recreation and snowmobiling. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity is affected by livestock grazing and noxious weeds. There are few 
opportunities for solitude and challenging primitive recreation. The area is manageable as 
Wilderness. 

Availability: The large investments in range structures (water storage tanks and others) reduce 
Wilderness availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented plant communities to the 
NWPS. Recommendation for Cherry Lakes received public support and opposition. 
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Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Cherry Lakes 1-023 13,070 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Cherry Lakes IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 12,940 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 130 
2007 Total 13,070 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 22% 22% 80% 22% 35% 34% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 66% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 78% 78% 20% 78% 65% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- 83% -- 88% 88% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 1% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 28% 28% 28% 28% 28% 28% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 7% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 73% 73% 73% 73% 73% 73% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 49% 49% 49% 49% 49% 49% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 
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This IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. 

Discounting oil and gas development, a non-Wilderness recommendation will have a low risk of 
reducing existing Wilderness characteristics in Cherry Lakes. Summer and winter non-motorized 
allocations in Alternative 3, 5 and 6 would still preserve Wilderness characteristics by restricting 
motorized use. A non-Wilderness recommendation will allow continued management of 
activities such as grazing and motorized vehicle use,. Up to 49% of the IRA has moderate 
potential for oil and gas development under a Controlled Surface Use stipulation but 
development potential is very low because of the road construction prohibitions of the RACR.  
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Cowboy Heaven (No. 1-030) 
6,916 Acres 

Description 
Cowboy Heaven Roadless Area is located in the 
northern end of the Madison Range in Madison 
County Montana. Access is from Bear Trap 
Trailhead.  

Elevations average about 8,000 feet. The rolling 
upland is vegetated with a mosaic of meadows 
and extensive lodgepole pine forest. There are 
inclusions of spruce bogs, dry Douglas-fir 
forests and alpine areas of whitebark pine along 
ridges. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and 
Scenery: The area appears natural with the 
exception of a few range improvements, and 
scenic integrity is high. The natural integrity has 
been slightly reduced by livestock grazing.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: There are opportunities for solitude and 
primitive recreation throughout the area. Solitude is more difficult to find during hunting season, 
when use increases. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The Bear Trap and Spanish Peak portions of the Lee Metcalf 
Wilderness and the roadless areas are contiguous and it could be managed as an addition to the 
Lee Metcalf.  

Availability 
Recreation: The area is presently managed for non-motorized use. There are trail systems for 
hiking, backpacking, mountain biking, and stock travel, all of which are heavily used during big-
game hunting season.  

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and 
Canada lynx habitat are mapped. The area is considered occupied grizzly bear habitat.  

Water: This area features little to no surface water and there is limited water development. An 
increase in demand for water from this area is unlikely. 

Livestock Grazing: The area is part of an active grazing allotment. Investments in grazing 
improvements include some fence and a small rider’s cabin on the edge of the area.  
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Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: One percent of the area has geothermal resource potential. The entire area 
has low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: There are no known historic or prehistoric sites in the area. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: There is one acre of private land included in this roadless area. 

Disturbances: Lodgepole pine stands are at risk of mountain pine beetle infestation.  

Need 
Ecological: The Cowboy Heaven Roadless Area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains 
Ecological Section, and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to designated Wilderness. The area offers refuge to wolverine, grizzly bear and 
wolves. Designation of Cowboy Heaven would also increase the size of the Lee Metcalf 
Wilderness. 

Social: There is broad support for Wilderness recommendation for this area. Non-supporters 
wish to retain and protect mountain biking opportunities. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected slightly by livestock grazing and range 
improvements in the foothills. There are many opportunities for solitude and challenging 
primitive recreation. The area is manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add low elevation lands important to several wildlife species and 
contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities to the NWPS. Wilderness 
recommendation for Cowboy Heaven has received strong support and some opposition from the 
public. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Cowboy Heaven  1-030 6,916 High High High High 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Cowboy Heaven IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 0 
Acres Added 6,916 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 0 
2007 Total 6,916 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- 100% 100% -- 100% 100% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 1% 100% 100% 1% 100% 1% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 100% -- -- 100% -- n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 1% 100% 100% 1% 100% -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 45% 45% 45% 45% 45% 45% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 25% 25% 25% 25% 25% 25% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendation in Alternatives 2, 3, 5, and 6 protects important secure habitat for 
wildlife for grizzly bears and wolverines. The IRA would add underrepresented shrubland and 
grassland communities to the NWPS, and connects the BLM Bear Trap Wilderness to the Lee-
Metcalf Wilderness. Mountain biking would be eliminated. 

A non-Wilderness recommendation for this area in Alternatives 1 and 4 would not positively 
respond to the Regional Needs Assessment, address general public support, or ensure long term 
protection of unique Wilderness resources and secure habitat. During this planning period 
Wilderness characteristics would not be affected because motorized access isn’t available and no 
suitable timber base is allocated. A popular mountain biking trail would remain open.  
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Crockett Lake (No. 1-022) 
6,906 Acres 

Description 
The Crockett Lake Roadless Area includes the 
northeastern tip of the Gravelly Range in 
Madison County, Montana. Access is available 
from the Call and Gravelly Range roads. 

Elevations range from 6,500 to 8,000 feet. 
About twenty percent of the area is forested. 
Scattered limber pine grows on dry ridges and 
south-facing slopes. Lodgepole pine forests are 
found on north faces and benches, and there are 
patches of Douglas-fir throughout the area. 
Grasslands and sagebrush-grasslands make up 
the rest of the area. Grassland soils are deep 
productive loams. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and 
Scenery: Scenic integrity is moderate to high, with water developments and fences visible 
throughout the area. Natural Integrity has been slightly reduced by livestock grazing.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Opportunities for solitude and primitive 
recreation are rare due to the area’s small size and close proximity to roads. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The northwest corner of the area is contiguous with Axolotl 
Lakes Wilderness Study Area administered by the BLM. The IRA is manageable with its 
existing boundaries or in combination with BLM land. 

Availability 
Recreation: The area is used in summer for recreational driving on low standard roads, and for 
wildlife and wildflower photography and viewing. Big game and grouse hunting are the most 
common uses of the area. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Habitat for Canada lynx 
is mapped. The area is considered occupied grizzly bear habitat. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock. Increased demand for water is unlikely. 

Livestock Grazing: The area includes portions of two cattle allotments. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 
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Minerals/Oil & Gas: Thirty-six percent of the area is included in a medium value known 
locatable mineral deposit area. Four percent of the area has medium phosphate potential. Eighty-
three percent of the area has moderate oil & gas potential and the remaining seventeen percent 
has low potential. 

Heritage: Several old miners’ cabins stand in the Wigwam Creek drainage. Prehistoric and 
historic cultural resources are undiscovered; however, past use by Native Americans in the 
general region suggests that sites may exist. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Risk of spruce budworm and bark beetle infestation is high. 

Need 
Ecological: Crockett Lake roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and may contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities to 
designated Wilderness. Sensitive plant species not currently protected by Wilderness designation 
are found here as are wolves and grizzly bear. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness has been received from those 
who have supported Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been 
expressed by people who wish to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected slightly by livestock grazing and noxious weeds. 
There are some opportunities for solitude and challenging primitive recreation. The area is 
manageable as Wilderness alone or with designation of adjacent BLM lands. 

Availability: Large investments in range structures reduce the Wilderness availability. 

Need: The area would add lands important to several wildlife species and contribute 
underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities to the NWPS. Wilderness 
recommendation for Crockett Lake has received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Crockett Lake  1-022 6,906 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Crockett Lake IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 6,830 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 76 
2007 Total 6,906 
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Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 38% 38% 59% 38% 59% 59% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 41% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 62% 62% 41% 62% 41 n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 83% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 29% 29% 29% 29% 29% 29% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 65% 65% 65% 65% 65% 65% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 83% 83% 83% 83% 83% 83% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6.  

This IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. 

Discounting oil and gas development, a non-Wilderness recommendation will have a low risk of 
reducing existing Wilderness characteristics in Crockett Lake. The current travel plan 
(Alternative 1) and summer non-motorized allocations in Alternatives 3, 5 and 6 prevents 
motorized impacts on Wilderness characteristics. A non-Wilderness recommendation will allow 
management actions related to grazing and dispersed uses like motorized vehicles use to 
continue. Up to 83% of the IRA has potential for oil and gas development but development 
potential is very low because of the road construction prohibitions of the RACR. 
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East Pioneer (No. 1-008) 
149,203 Acres 

Description 
The East Pioneer Roadless Area contains most 
of the East Pioneer Mountain Range in 
Beaverhead County, Montana. Access is 
provided by the Pioneer Mountain Scenic 
Byway on the west, and French, Birch, Rock, 
and Canyon creek roads on the east. 

Elevations range from about 6500 feet in the 
eastern foothills to 11,150 feet at the peaks of 
Tweedy and Torrey Mountains. Over 30 scenic 
mountain lakes occupy cirque basins within the 
upper elevation of the East Pioneer Mountains. 
Vegetation is lodgepole pine forests mixed with 
other common conifer forest types, wet 
meadows, and rock outcrops. The geology and 
soils are complex, with deep clay loams, rocky 
loams in the north, and coarse sandy granitic 
loams in the center.  

Capability 
Natural Integrity and Appearance: The area is natural appearing and scenic integrity is high. 
Natural integrity has been affected by grazing and patches of noxious weeds. Old mine adits and 
other mining remnants, two-track trails, and a few range improvements are most apparent in 1-
008A, 1-008B, and 1-008D. The vegetation, lakes, and topography result in an outstanding 
natural appearing landscape both from inside the IRA and from a distance.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Areas 008C and 008E-008I provide the 
best opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. There are many high mountain lakes, and 
the David Creek drainage offers challenge and adventure. The area is large enough for longer 
pack trips. Area 1-008A provides access to these opportunities, but little solitude or primitive 
recreation because it is close to the Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway. Areas 1-008B and 1-008D 
have some areas where solitude can be found; but they are not as pristine and remote as areas 1-
008C, 1-008E, 1-008F, 1-008G, and 1-008I. 

Special Features: The National Wild River eligible segment of Canyon Creek and proposed 
Elkhorn Lake Research Natural Area are in the area. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The overall boundary would be difficult to manage due to its 
unusual shape and lack of tie to features on the ground. A manageable boundary could be drawn 
for the area and could include most of 1-008C, E, F, G, H and I.  
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Availability 
Recreation: Area 1-008A, adjacent to the Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway and Wise River 
National Recreation [Snowmobile] Trail, provides a motorized setting used yearlong. Areas 1-
008B and 1-008D host a variety of motorized pursuits in summer and in winter. Fishing is 
popular in high mountain lakes and streams in summer. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: Streams in this area are tributaries to the Big Hole and maintain biological values, 
channel structure, and riparian function. The area has several reservoirs and ditches which supply 
irrigation downstream. There are developed springs for livestock and the area contains the 
Rattlesnake Creek Municipal Watershed for Dillon. Increased demand for fishery requirements, 
irrigation, or municipal water, is likely.  

Livestock Grazing: About one-half the area is in grazing allotments, under intensive grazing 
systems as part of the Range Stewardship Program.  

1-008C has five allotments covering lower slopes, 1-008E contains portions of two grazing 
allotments, 1-008F has part of one allotment, and 1-008G has a few acres in two allotments. 1-
008H is all in one allotment, 1-008I includes part of four grazing allotments, 1-008A has parts of 
three allotments, 1-008B is in five allotments, and about half of 1-008D is in two allotments. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Seventy-nine percent is favorable for molybdenum deposits. Seventeen 
percent is favorable for replacement deposits of gold, silver and base metals. Seventeen percent 
of the area is included in a high value known locatable mineral deposit area and four percent is 
included in a medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. Less than one percent of the 
area has geothermal resource potential. One percent has high phosphate potential and less than 
one percent has medium phosphate potential. Thirty percent has low oil & gas potential, while 
the remainder has very low potential. 

Heritage: Area 1-008 contains historical and scientific study areas with unique topography, 
culture and ecosystems. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are dams for irrigation under permit in 1-008C, and irrigation 
ditches in 1-008F.  

Non-Federal Lands: The area includes 813 acres of private lands. 1-008A has 103 acres of 
private lands south of Jacobsen Meadows. There are 557 acres of private land in 1-008B near 
Lion Mountain, Picketts Pasture and Brownes Creek. 1-008 D has 151 total acres of private land 
and just 1 acre in 1-008I. 

Disturbances: Spruce budworm and mountain pine beetle are present.  

Need 
Ecological: The East Pioneer IRA is part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section and 
may contribute underrepresented riparian and wetland communities, upland shrubland, and 
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grassland cover types. The IRA also contains sensitive plant communities not represented in 
designated Wilderness, wolverine denning and native fish habitat. 

Social: Part of the roadless area was recommended Wilderness in the 1986 forest plan. 
Recommendation is supported by proponents of its scenic qualities, ruggedness, and opportunity 
primitive recreational activities. Opponents seek to retain mineral development, grazing, 
motorized access to the alpine lakes and snowmobiling. 

Suitability 
Capability: The highest natural integrity is found in the core, though historic mine remnants, 
low standard roads, and trails are scattered throughout. There are many opportunities for solitude 
and primitive recreation. With boundary adjustments to include only the areas of highest natural 
integrity and improve boundary location, the area would be manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There is a clear need to retain developed recreation uses and potential along the 
Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway. This potential would be affected by Wilderness 
recommendation of 1-008A. There are no other obligations to limit availability. 

Need: The East Pioneer roadless area would add lands and contribute underrepresented plant 
communities to the NWPS as well as refuge for wolverine and native fish. Wilderness 
recommendation has strong support on both sides. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
East Pioneer 1-008A 3,458 Low Low Moderate Low 
East Pioneer 1-008B 43,733 Moderate High High Moderate 
East Pioneer 1-008C 62,452 High Moderate High High 
East Pioneer 1-008D  11,159 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
East Pioneer 1-008E 6,866 Moderate High Moderate Moderate 
East Pioneer 1-008F  5,420 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
East Pioneer 1-008G  4,259 Moderate High Moderate Moderate 
East Pioneer 1-008H  1,486 Low High Moderate Low 
East Pioneer 1-008I      10,369 Moderate High Moderate Moderate 
Total 149,203     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

East Pioneer IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 144,543 
Acres Added 5,502 
Acres Dropped -1,178 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 336 
2007 Total 149,203 
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Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness 53% 53% 59% -- 49% 56% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 42% 59% 80% 49% 60% 7% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 35% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 58 40 19 50 40 n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized  3% 54% 70% 3% 66% 10% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- 6% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 3% -- -- 13% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 29% 29% 29% 29% 29% 29% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 1% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 7% 7% 7% 7% 7% 7% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendation for over half of this IRA (subunits 008C, 008E, and 008) in 
Alternatives 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 protect wildlife habitat in the Pioneer Mountains and add 
underrepresented plant communities to the national Wilderness system. In this planning period, 
Wilderness characteristics would largely be maintained through non-motorized allocations with 
existing motorized trails remaining open. Two popular mountain bike trails and snowmobile 
routes would be closed.  

A non-Wilderness recommendation in subunits 008C, 008E, and 008I in Alternative 4 does not 
positively respond to the Regional Needs Assessment, some social values, and need for long 
term protection of unique Wilderness resources and secure habitat. Mountain biking trails would 
remain open.  

The remaining subunits rate moderate or low for Wilderness suitability and don’t lend 
themselves as additions to the recommended Wilderness. In these areas, a non-Wilderness 
recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic uses and land use 
authorizations to continue, which facilitates management for grazing, irrigation and municipal 
water for Dillon. Activities allowed by Alternatives 2-6 have a low risk of reducing existing 
Wilderness characteristics in these areas.  
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Electric Peak (No. 1-609) 
21,686 Acres 

Description 
Electric Peak Roadless Area is located along 
the Continental Divide north of Butte and 
southwest of Helena in Powell and Jefferson 
Counties, Montana. The IRA and Roadless 
Area 16-609 on the Helena National Forest 
are contiguous. Access is available from the 
south on Forest Roads #1509 and #5158 or 
trails from the adjacent roadless area on the 
Helena National Forest. 

Elevations range from about 5,700 feet 
along the southern edge to 8600 feet at 
Thunderbolt Mountain summit. Bison 
Mountain, Cliff Mountain, and Electric Peak 
are additional peaks which rise above the 
timberline. Cottonwood Lake is a major 
waterhole for elk, deer, and moose. 
Lodgepole pine is the dominant forest type, with Engelmann spruce present on wet sites. 
Douglas-fir is common on southern slopes, and subalpine fir common at higher elevations. Open 
meadows are scattered throughout the area.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The natural appearing scenery has been 
altered slightly by fences, roads, and abandoned mines. Cottonwood Lake (reservoir) and a dry 
canal channel, which served Leadville, are also visible remnants of earlier mining activities. 
Scenic integrity is moderate to high. Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing and 
mining.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The area has opportunities for solitude, 
especially where there is vegetative and topographic screening. However, motorized activities, 
timber harvest, and development on adjacent land on the south border reduce opportunities for 
solitude at the edge. Primitive recreation and solitude are available toward the center. 

Special Features: Part of the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail and Thunderbolt 
Mountain Research Natural Area are included in this area. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundary does not follow topographic features and would 
have to be realigned with physical features to be manageable. Such changes would result in a 
smaller but a more manageable area.  
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Availability 
Recreation: Snowmobiling is popular in parts of the area. Camping, hiking, and mountain 
biking are common, especially during hunting season. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and 
Canada lynx habitat is mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and is used 
for downstream irrigation. An increase in demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: The area contains five grazing allotments. There are some spring 
developments and fencing. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Less than one percent is favorable for near-surface silver veins with low 
base metal concentrations. Less than one percent is included in a high value known locatable 
mineral deposit area, and twenty-three percent is included in a medium value known locatable 
mineral deposit area. Ninety-four percent has low oil & gas potential, and the remainder has very 
low potential. 

Heritage: Historical sites associated with 1890 to 1920 mining and logging activities have been 
identified. Potential is moderate for prehistoric sites and travel routes. 

Land Use Authorizations: The Black Mountain Snow Course, NRCS, has been in place since 
1975. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Mortality from bark beetles is increasing in lodgepole pine. 

Need 
Ecological: As part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section, this area may contribute 
underrepresented plant communities. The IRA provides refuge and denning habitat for a known 
wolverine population.  

Social: The area was recommended for Wilderness in the previous forest plan. Opposition comes 
from people who wish to retain mountain bike and snowmobile opportunities. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by mining, grazing, and other historic uses. 
There are opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. With boundary modifications, the 
area could be managed as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add land to an adjacent recommended Wilderness; contribute 
underrepresented plant communities and wolverine habitat to the NWPS. Support has been 
strong on both sides for and against Wilderness recommendation. 
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Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Electric Peak, BDNF  1-609 21,686  High High High High 
Helena National Forest  16-609 28,046 Not Rated Not Rated Not Rated Not Rated 
Total 49,732     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Electric Peak IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 18,959 
Acres Added 3,122 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -395 
2007 Total 21,686 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 44% -- 44% -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 60% 73% 91% 73% 80% 80% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 20% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 40% 27% 9% 27% 20% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- 45% -- 44% 44% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 38% 38% 38% 38% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 5% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 64% 64% 64% 64% 64% 64% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 23% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendation in Alternatives 3 and 5 add to the Blackfoot Recommended 
Wilderness on the Helena National Forest and add underrepresented plant communities and 
wolverine denning habitat to the NWPS. Mountain bike trails connected to the Helena National 
Forest would be closed. 
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A non-Wilderness recommendation for this area in Alternatives 1, 2, 4 and 6 does not positively 
respond to the Regional Needs Assessment and need for long term protection of unique 
Wilderness resources and secure habitat. In this planning period, however, Wilderness 
characteristics of the IRA would be maintained because a majority of the area is in non-
motorized allocations or travel plan closures in all alternatives . Alternative 6 includes winter 
motorized closures with routes and play areas designated to protect wolverine habitat. Popular 
mountain biking trails would remain open. 
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Emerine (No. 1-423) 
14,541 Acres 

Description 
Emerine Roadless Area is located in the 
Sapphire Mountains in Granite County. 
North access is from State Highway 38, 
west from Forest Road 5070 and south from 
Forest Road 70. 

Elevations range from about 6,000 feet 
along the northern boundary to 8,639 feet at 
the summit of Mount Emerine. Topography 
in the center is steep; lower slopes are 
moderate. Other than scree slopes along 
Emerine Ridge, there is Douglas-fir forest at 
the lowest elevations, and lodgepole pine on 
mid-slope areas. Subalpine fir, Engelmann 
spruce, and whitebark pine grow at or below 
timberline. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is natural appearing and scenic 
integrity is moderate to high. Natural integrity has been affected by scattered remnants of early 
mining, one area of very limited timber harvest, and a fuel break built in 2000 anchored at the 
Skalkaho Highway 38. There are noxious weeds present.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The potential for solitude and primitive 
recreation is high because human uses have been limited by the dense forests and by the area’s 
terrain. The area offers challenging terrain and outstanding views from the top of Emerine Ridge. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The hour-glass shape of the area would limit manageability. 
Boundary adjustments would be needed in order to manage the area as Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: The heaviest recreational use here occurs in fall hunting season. In summer most 
visitors hike to see the views from the ridge. In winter the area receives some snowmobile use. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife and potential linkages between the 
Greater Yellowstone Area and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and Canada lynx 
habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat and bull trout inhabit some streams. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. Water is 
used for downstream irrigation. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely.  

Livestock Grazing: There is a small amount of livestock grazing on three allotments. 
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Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: One percent of this area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, 
and associated base metals. Less than one percent is included in a medium value known locatable 
mineral deposit area. The entirety has very low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: An inventory of a large portion of the area produced 5 recorded sites. Potential exists 
for historic mining, logging, trapping and transportation sites; and moderate potential for 
prehistoric travel routes and occupation sites. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances:  Insect and disease are present at endemic levels. 

Need 
Ecological: The Emerine roadless area may contribute sensitive plant communities not currently 
represented in the NWPS as well secure habitat for wildlife, i.e. wolverines. 

Social: Support for recommendation for Wilderness has been received from those who support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish 
to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing, noxious weeds and small 
mines. There are some opportunities for solitude and challenging primitive recreation. The area 
would need a new boundary to be manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which would limit 
Wilderness availability. 

Need: The area would add land and may contribute underrepresented rare or sensitive plant 
communities as well as undisturbed wildlife habitat to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation 
for Emerine has received little public support. 
Emerine IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 16,161 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -2,089 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 469 
2007 Total 14,541 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Emerine  1-423 14,541 Moderate High Moderate Moderate 
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*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 39% 60% 94% 60% 89% 91% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 9% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 61% 40% 6% 40% 11% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- 3% -- -- -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 74% 74% 74% 74% 74% 74% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 42% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. Not recommending Emerine for Wilderness will not affect Wilderness 
characteristics. Alternative 1 allocates 42% suitable timber base but harvest and road 
construction are unlikely. Effects in Alternatives 3, 5, and 6, are minimal because more than 90% 
of the area is allocated as non-motorized and is in a Fish Key Watershed. Alternatives 2 and 4 
retain current travel plan restrictions and increase non-motorized areas. 
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Fleecer (No. 1-011) 
35,825 Acres 

Description 
The Fleecer Roadless Area stretches across 
the Fleecer Mountains in Silver Bow 
County, Montana. The unit is accessible 
from all directions and four-wheel drive 
roads provide some internal access. 
Highway 43 to the south is the closest major 
route. 

Burnt Mountain, rising to 8,383 feet, is the 
most prominent feature along the 
Continental Divide. Mount Fleecer, at 9,436 
feet, is the most prominent south of the 
divide. Though the Fleecers are one of the 
smaller ranges, in southwestern Montana, 
the terrain and vegetation is very diverse. 
Steep slopes are common north of the 
Continental Divide, and along the southern 
forest boundary, where outcroppings of 
granitic boulders are common. Upper Jerry Creek is one of the basins encircled by steep, 
dissected slopes. Smaller streams with beaver dams meander through willow-covered meadow. 
The north end is mostly forested while the south has large meadows of grassland and sagebrush 
along ridges and the lower boundary. Lodgepole pine is the most common tree species. Douglas-
fir is the predominant species along Fleecer ridge and in lower Jerry Creek. Whitebark pine is 
present on the highest ridges and subalpine fir is present on north facing slopes. Soils are 
generally moderately deep, loamy, coarse sands. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: A natural appearance dominates most of 
the landscape; however, human use is apparent throughout the area. Scenic integrity is generally 
moderate. The natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing, timber harvest, noxious 
weeds, roads, historic mining, fences, and other range improvements. Wood harvest to fuel 
charcoal production near the turn of the 20th century is evident near Burnt Mountain. More recent 
harvest is visible west of Burnt Dam Ridge.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: While there are some opportunities for 
solitude and primitive recreation, there are several limiting factors. The Fleecer Range is 
relatively small and surrounded by Highways. The IRA is narrow and offers few recreational 
challenges. Butte and Anaconda are visible from many points.  

Special Features: The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail. 
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Manageability and Boundaries: The size of the area is ample for Wilderness; however, the 
shape includes areas less than one mile wide, and three miles north to south. The boundary is 
difficult to find on the ground, and would be very difficult to sign and enforce. 

Availability 
Recreation: The Fleecer range receives some of the highest hunter use in the state. The Fleecer 
roadless area is surrounded on all sides by roads. Much of the area is open to motorized travel 
yearlong. The area is managed for snowmobile, motorcycle, and ATV use. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments.  

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock. Increases in water demand are unlikely. 

Livestock Grazing: This roadless area supports a substantial amount of livestock grazing.  

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Forty-nine percent is favorable for copper deposits. Thirty-two percent is 
favorable for replacement deposits of gold, silver and base metals. Ten percent of the area is 
included in a high value known locatable mineral deposit area and six percent is included in a 
medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. Eight percent of the area has medium 
phosphate potential. Forty-three percent has low oil & gas potential, while the remainder has 
very low potential. 

Heritage: The potential for prehistoric and historic cultural resources on the Wise River Ranger 
District is unknown and some cultural resource work has been accomplished on the Butte Ranger 
District, but there are few recorded sites. The Butte side has moderate potential for old mining 
and logging sites throughout, and high potential for prehistoric sites in the southern portion. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 148 acres of private land within this roadless area. 

Disturbances: There is a moderate risk of mountain pine beetle infestations. 

Need 
Ecological: Fleecer roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section, and 
would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities. The area 
contributes habitat to refuge for wolf, lynx and wolverine. 

Social: Support for recommendation for Wilderness has been received from those who support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish 
to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 
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Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by timber harvest, noxious weeds, livestock 
grazing, low standard roads, and historic mining. The area offers some potential for solitude and 
primitive recreation. The area would be difficult to manage due to its shape and boundary 
locations.  

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation has little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability   Availability Need Suitability 
Fleecer 1-011 35,825 Low High Moderate Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Fleecer IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 37,208 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -131 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -1,252 
2007 Total 35,825 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 2% 2% 68% 2% 14% -- 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 100% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 98% 97% 31% 98% 85% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 14% 14% 14% 14% 14% 14% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 64% 64% 64% 64% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 73% 73% 73% 73% 73% 73% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 26% -- -- -- -- -- 
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Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Modeled Suitable Range 22% 22% 22% 22% 22% 22% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Flint Range (1-428)  
Dolus Lakes (1-429) 

63,363 Acres 

Description 
The Flint Range and Dolus Lakes Roadless 
Areas are located in Flint Mountains in Granite 
and Powell Counties, Montana. Access is 
available from forest roads in the Flint Range. 

Elevations range from about 6,200 feet in the 
northeastern corner to the 10,164 foot summit 
of Mount Powell. The terrain is quite diverse, 
with densely forested rolling hills along the 
perimeter rising to Pikes Peak, Racetrack Peak, 
Goat and East Goat mountains in the center. 
Large cirque basins or lakes are found below 
the peaks. Among these are nine reservoirs 
with maintained dams along the southern 
boundary. These lakes supply irrigation water 
to the Deerlodge and Flint Creek valleys. 
Lodgepole pine is the dominant tree species. Bunchgrasses and dry Douglas-fir are present in 
lower elevations and on steep south-facing slopes. Subalpine fir and whitebark pine are found 
just below timberline. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is mostly natural appearing and 
scenic integrity is high. Exceptions include scattered historic mining, drill sites, exploration pits, 
low standard roads, and trails. Natural integrity has been slightly reduced by livestock grazing 
and fluctuating water levels affecting the vegetation and soils along reservoir shorelines.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The core provides many opportunities 
for solitude, primitive recreation, and challenging hiking or climbing. Numerous small lakes, 
particularly on the north side, are surrounded by cool moist forests, and enhance opportunities 
for solitude. Some of the lakes are popular for family outings, and the influx of people reduces 
the opportunity for solitude. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The area boundaries generally follow topographic features, 
and it is manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability 
Recreation: Several lakes are popular destinations. Hunting season brings many backcountry 
camps. Snowmobiling is popular in winter. 
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Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat and bull trout inhabit some stream 
segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and are used 
for downstream irrigation. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: Grazing allotments support a very limited number of cattle. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in these roadless areas. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire Flint Range area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, 
silver, and associated base metals. Forty-six percent of the area is favorable for gold-silver vein 
deposits, which may also contain associated base metals. Twenty-eight percent is favorable for 
molybdenum deposits. Twenty percent is favorable for replacement deposits of gold, silver and 
base metals. Forty percent is included in a high value known locatable mineral deposit area and 
twenty-two percent is included in a medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. Three 
percent of the area has moderate oil and gas potential, ten percent has low potential, and the rest 
has very low potential. 

The entire Dolus Lakes area is favorable for gold-silver vein deposits, which may also contain 
associated base metals. Ninety-six percent of the area is favorable for small vein deposits of 
gold, silver, and associated base metals. Ninety percent is favorable for molybdenum deposits. 
Thirty percent is favorable for replacement deposits of gold, silver and base metals. The entire 
area is included in a high value known locatable mineral deposit area. Five percent has medium 
phosphate potential. Six percent of the area has low oil & gas potential, and the remainder has 
very low potential. 

Heritage: Over 24 sites have been located with a limited amount of survey work. The potential 
for more sites is high. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are nine special use dams on the southern boundary. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 154 acres of private lands inside these roadless areas. 

Disturbances:  Endemic levels of insects and disease are present. Some mortality is taking 
place. 

Need 
Ecological: This IRA may contribute to wolverine and other important wildlife species. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness come from those who support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. People who wish to retain mining, snowmobiling, 
and other resource use opportunities oppose recommendation. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been reduced slightly by nine reservoirs. There are a few 
opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation, and the area is manageable. 

Availability: Access is needed for operation and maintenance of the special use dams along the 
perimeter. There are no contractual obligations or resource needs to limit Wilderness availability. 
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Need: The area would add lands and may contribute undisturbed habitat for wildlife to the 
NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for the Flint Range and Dolus Lakes roadless areas 
received some public support. Opponents to recommendation wish to retain opportunities for 
mining and snowmobiles. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Flint Range 1-428  
Dolus Lakes 1-429 

54,019 
9,344 

Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Total 63,363     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Flint Range/Dolus Lakes IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
Flint Range 1987 Total 50,833 
Dolus Lakes 1987 Total 9,344 
Flint Range Acres Added 5,300 
Dolus Lakes Acres Added 0 
Flint Range Acres Dropped -2,260 
Dolus Lakes Acres Dropped 0 
Flint Range GIS Acreage Recalculated 146 
Dolus Lakes GIS Acreage Recalculated 0 
Flint Range 2007 Total 54,019 
Dolus Lakes 2007 Total 9,344 
Combined Total 63,363 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 
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Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness              Flint -- -- 59% -- -- -- 
Dolus -- -- 39% -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area                     Flint -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Dolus -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized *               Flint 46% 59% 84% 59% 59% 74% 
Dolus 81% 82% 93% 82% 82% 90% 
Backcountry Recreation                   Flint n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 26% 
Dolus n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 9% 
Road-based                                       Flint n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Dolus n/a n/a n/a n/a  1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies            Flint 54% 41% 16% 41% 41% n/a 
Dolus 19% 18% 6% 18% 18% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized                     Flint 1% 1% 61% 1% 21% 21% 
Dolus -- -- 39% -- 81% 81% 
Fisheries Key Watershed                 Flint n/a n/a 56% 56% 56% 56% 
Dolus n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed             Flint n/a n/a 9% -- -- -- 
Dolus n/a n/a 33% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber             Flint 26% 26% 26% 26% 26% 26% 
Dolus 25% 25% 25% 25% 25% 25% 
Modeled Suitable Timber                 Flint 7% -- -- -- -- -- 
Dolus 2% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range                  Flint 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 
Dolus 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential          Flint 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 
Dolus -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This combined IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability but was almost ranked high. The 
area was recommended for Wilderness in Alternative 3 because it offered high quality wildlife 
habitat linked to other secure areas and contained the headwaters for westslope cutthroat and bull 
trout streams.  

Non-Wilderness recommendations in Alternatives 2, 4, 5, and 6 would still maintain most of the 
Wilderness characteristics. A majority of the area is allocated to non-motorized use in summer. 
Alternatives 5 and 6 also include winter non-motorized allocations in wolverine denning and 
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mountain goat habitat and fisheries key watersheds. A non-Wilderness recommendation 
facilitates management of special use dams in the area. 
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Four Eyes Canyon (1-020) 
7,910 Acres 

Description 
The Four Eyes Canyon Roadless Area is 
about ten miles west of Lima in Beaverhead 
County, Montana. Access is by low standard 
roads from Big Sheep Creek Road. 

Elevations range from 6,600 to 8,200 feet. 
Terrain includes both foothills and mountains 
vegetated with grasslands and sagebrush-
grasslands with small stand of conifers. 
Shallow silt loams developed from limestone 
are the most common soils. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and 
Scenery: The area appears natural with the 
exceptions of low standard roads and range 
improvements. Scenic integrity is moderate to high. Natural integrity has been slightly reduced 
by livestock grazing.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: This small grassland area has little 
vegetative screening. Opportunities for solitude, primitive recreation, and a moderate level of 
challenge are available in the mountainous portion.  

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The area is divided by a road corridor, and contains other short 
roads. There is little forest cover. Signing and enforcement would be difficult, particularly along 
adjacent boundaries. The area would be very difficult to manage as Wilderness. 

Availability 
Recreation: This area contains both motorized and non-motorized roads and trails with the most 
use during hunting season.  

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and 
Canada lynx habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments.  

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock. Increases in demand for water are unlikely. 

Livestock Grazing: The area contains two grazing allotments. Both allotments are under 
intensive management and many range developments are present. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 
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Minerals/Oil & Gas: Seven percent of the area has medium phosphate potential. All of the area 
has a low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: The presence of prehistoric and historic resources is unknown; however, past use by 
Native Americans suggests they may exist. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 37 acres of private land in this roadless area. 

Disturbances: Insect and disease threats are low because there is little forest cover. 

Need 
Ecological: Four Eyes Canyon Roadless Area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities to 
designated Wilderness. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness has come from those who 
support Wilderness recommendation for all roadless areas. People who wish to retain motorized 
recreation and other resource use oppose it. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing and noxious weeds. There 
are opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation with moderate challenge. Boundary 
locations and adjacent ownership patterns would make it difficult to manage. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Four Eyes Canyon has received 
little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Four Eyes Canyon  1-020 7,910 Low High Low Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Four Eyes Canyon IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 8,237 
Acres Added 830 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -1,157 
2007 Total 7,910 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 1% -- --  
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 12% 13% 13% 13% 13% 13% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 86% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 88% 86% 86% 86% 86% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 19% 19% 100% 19% 19% 19% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 66% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 9% 9% 9% 9% 9% 9% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 69% 69% 64% 69% 64% 64% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6.  

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
all alternatives but 3 with 1% which has little effect. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Fred Burr (No. 1-435) 
5,586 Acres 

Description 
Fred Burr Roadless Area is located in the 
southwestern corner of the Flint Mountain 
Range in Granite County, Montana. Access is 
available from the North Fork Flint Creek 
Road on the east, and low standard roads on 
the north. 

Elevations range from 6,600 to 8,773 feet at 
Red Lion Mountain summit. The terrain is 
moderately steep, with highly dissected 
drainages. The hillsides are covered with 
dense forests, talus slopes, and avalanche 
chutes. Bunchgrass and dry Douglas-fir 
forests occupy south-facing slopes and lower 
elevations. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is natural appearing and scenic 
integrity is high. Exceptions include the fluctuating reservoir water table, old cabins, and small 
abandoned mines. Natural integrity has been reduced slightly by the reservoirs and mining.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Solitude and challenge are possible 
with rugged terrain and dense vegetation. Primitive experiences would be short duration because 
of the area’s small size. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries would be easy to manage because they follow 
topographic features and roads.  

Availability 
Recreation: The area is used by hikers, hunters, and cross-country skiers seeking a high level of 
challenge. The North Fork of Flint Creek Road, which serves as a boundary, is a heavily used 
snowmobile route. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Habitat for Canada lynx 
is mapped. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and is used 
downstream for irrigation during the summer. A small portion lies within the Fred Burr 
Municipal Watershed. Increased demand for irrigation and domestic water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: The area supports little livestock grazing. 
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Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Ninety-three percent of the area is favorable for gold-silver vein deposits, 
which may also contain associated base metals. Four percent is favorable for replacement 
deposits of gold, silver and base metals. Forty-three percent of the area is included in a high 
value known locatable mineral deposit area, and fifty-seven percent is included in a medium 
value known locatable mineral deposit area. Five percent of the area has low oil and gas 
potential, and the remainder has very low potential. 

Heritage: One site has been identified. The potential for historic mining sites is high because of 
proximity to the Georgetown-Southern Cross mining district. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 37 acres of private land inside the northeastern boundary. 

Disturbances: Insect and disease are present at endemic levels. 

Need 
Ecological: The Fred Burr roadless area may contribute habitat for Canada lynx. 

Social: Support for Wilderness recommendation comes from those who support Wilderness 
designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish to retain 
motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected slightly by reservoir fluctuations and mining. 
There are opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The area is manageable as 
Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add land, and may contribute underrepresented vegetative communities to 
the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Fred Burr has received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Fred Burr  1-435 5,586 Moderate High Low Moderate 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Fred Burr IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 6,603 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -1,233 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 216 
2007 Total 5,586 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 47% 80% 89% 80% 78% 78% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 21% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 53% 19% 11% 19% 21% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 1% 1% 1% 1% 46% 51% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 100% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 34% 34% 34% 34% 34% 34% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 7% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. 

A non-Wilderness recommendation would have a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness 
characteristics in the Fred Burr IRA for all action alternatives. Summer non-motorized 
allocations in Alternative 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6  and winter non-motorized allocations in Alternatives 5 
and 6 prevents further motorized impacts on Wilderness characteristics. 
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Freezeout Mountain (No. 1-
029) 

98,747 Acres 

Description 
The Freezeout Mountain Roadless Area lies in 
the southeastern corner of the Gravelly Range in 
Madison County, Montana. Access to area 1-
029A is available from the Gravelly Range and 
Standard Creek roads. Access to 1-029B is 
available from the Wade Lake road and the 
Centennial Valley. 

Elevations range from 6,800 to 10,170 feet. 
Lobo Mesa, a broad gently sloping upland, 
forms the center of Area 1-029A, and is 
surrounded by rolling foothills in the south and 
large deep canyons on the east along Elk River. 
Large blocks of lodgepole pine, Douglas-fir, 
and spruce forest cover the northwestern and 
south-central areas, and north-facing slopes of 
Elk River. Sagebrush-grasslands cover the rest of the area. Area 1-029B includes Cliff and Wade 
Lakes, and the bench lands to the south and west. About half of this area is forested and other 
half is grassland. Soils are predominantly volcanic rock, with deep, fine sandy loams with clay 
loam subsoil. An exception is the southeastern part of 1-029B, where loam soils are derived from 
metamorphic rock.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: Area 1-029A is generally natural 
appearing with fences, water developments, and a few low standard roads present. Scenic 
integrity is high. Natural integrity has been slightly affected by livestock grazing.  

Area 1-029B is mostly natural appearing and scenic integrity is moderate to high. Natural 
integrity in 1-029B has been affected by livestock grazing, and several range improvements. In 
the middle there are several miles of low standard roads, a reservoir, a residence, and utility 
buildings on private land. The area also includes a permitted cabin for grazing administration.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: There are good opportunities for 
solitude and primitive recreation, near the center of these areas. Rugged cliffs provide the 
opportunity for challenging climbing and hiking.  

Special Features: Cliff Lake Research Natural Area, sections of the West Fork of the Madison 
and Elk rivers, both eligible National Wild and Scenic Rivers. 

Manageability and Boundaries: Area 1-029A and B each have identifiable boundaries, and 
could be managed as Wilderness. Signing and enforcement would be difficult in some locations. 
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Availability 
Recreation: The area is heavily used for recreation, and offers opportunities from three resorts 
along the edges of 1-029B. Infrastructure for motorized trail travel has been developed in both 
areas. Motorized and nonmotorized travel on designated trails, camping, fishing, and hunting are 
popular. In winter parts of the area are popular for snowmobiling or cross-country skiing.  

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. The entire unit is 
considered occupied by grizzly bears. Wolverine denning and Canada lynx habitat has been 
mapped. The area also supports peregrine falcons, bald eagles, and trumpeter swans. Westslope 
cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and are used 
for irrigation. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: Area 1-029 includes most of 4 sheep and 8 cattle allotments. There are 
several cow camps, many miles of fence, numerous stock watering systems, and several riders’ 
cabins, particularly in 1-029B. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Three percent of the area is included in a medium value known locatable 
mineral deposit area. Eleven percent of the area has medium phosphate potential. Twenty percent 
of the area has moderate oil & gas potential, forty-five percent has low potential, and the 
remainder has very low potential. 

Heritage: There is evidence of Native American campsites along the top of the Gravelly Range 
in area 1-029A. Historical use suggests additional sites may exist. 

Land Use Authorizations: There is one special use permit in 1-029A for a grazing association 
cabin and pasture one-quarter mile inside the forest boundary north of Red Rock Lakes. There 
are approximately 25 special use permits in area 1-029B including part of a resort. There are also 
roads, experimental range plots, dams, reservoirs, and miscellaneous range improvements.  

Non-Federal Lands: There are 404 acres of private land in this roadless area. 

Disturbances: The risk of mortality from insects and diseases is low in 1-029A because of small 
isolated conifer stands. Lodgepole mortality is high in 1-029B from mountain pine beetle 
infestations.  

Ecological: Freezeout Mountain Roadless Area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains 
Ecological Section, and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to designated Wilderness. This roadless area contributes refuge for many wildlife 
species: grizzly bear, wolves, wolverine, peregrine falcon, and eagles.  

Social: Support for recommendation for Wilderness has been received from those who have 
supported Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by 
people who wish to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses.  
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Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected slightly by livestock grazing and range 
improvements in 1-029 A and moderately in 1-029B. There are many opportunities for solitude 
and challenging primitive recreation. Both areas could be managed as Wilderness.  

Availability: There are private recreation developments, dams, and private inholdings near the 
center of area 1-029B. Large investments in range structures also reduce Wilderness availability. 
There are no obligations which limit Wilderness availability in 1-029A. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Freezeout Mountain has received 
some support but opposition is stronger from the public. Wilderness recommendation for 
Antelope Basin has received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Freezeout Mountain, 1-029A 29,242 High High Moderate High 
Antelope Basin 1-029B 69,505 Low Low Moderate Low 
Total 98,747     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Freezeout Mountain IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 95,098 
Acres Added 2,690 
Acres Dropped -1,177 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 2,135 
2007 Total 98,746 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 67% -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 43% 43% 81% 43% 55% 55% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 45% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 57% 57% 18% 57% 44% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 14% 19% 78% 14% 25% 25% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 1% 1% 1% 1% 
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Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 36% -- -- 2% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 32% 32% 32% 32% 32% 32% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 3% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 63% 63% 63% 63% 63% 63% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area 
allocations for Alternatives 1 through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, 
and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendation of Subunit 029A in Alternative 3 would contributes high quality 
wildlife habitat for a number of charismatic species, contributes upland shrub and grassland 
communities, and protects the IRA from the possibility of oil and gas development in 20% of the 
area. Mountain biking and snowmobiling opportunities would be eliminated from the portion 
recommended. Subunit 029B ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended 
for Wilderness in any alternative. 

Discounting oil and gas development, non-Wilderness recommendations for Subunit 029A in 
Alternatives 2, 4, 5, and 6 would have little effect because allocations maintain most of the 
Wilderness characteristics. Activities allowed by Alternatives 2, 4, 5 and 6 have a low risk of 
reducing existing Wilderness characteristics because most of the area is allocated to non-
motorized uses or closed through current travel plan restrictions. Snowmobiling could continue 
in a majority of the area.  Alternative 6 additionally limits motorized use by adding a 
requirement to maintain semi-primitive settings in backcountry allocations. Twenty percent of 
the IRA has moderate potential for oil and gas development under a Controlled Surface Use 
stipulation but development potential is very low because of the road construction prohibitions of 
the RACR.  

A non-Wilderness recommendation for Subunit 029B in all alternatives allows established uses 
and land use authorizations to continue such as range improvements, private land and recreation 
developments. The uses and activities allowed by alternative in this IRA will have a low risk of 
reducing existing Wilderness characteristics. 
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Garfield Mountain  
(No. 1-961 

48,935 Acres 

Description 
The Garfield Mountain Roadless Area is located 
west of Interstate 15 on the Continental Divide 
in Beaverhead County, Montana. The IRA and 
Caribou Targhee Roadless Area 4-961 are 
contiguous. Access is available from Sawmill 
Flats, Shineberger, East and Sheep Creek roads. 

Elevations range from about 7,500 in the 
foothills to 10,100 feet at the peaks. The terrain 
is moderately rugged. Vegetation is sparse in 
the higher areas, where rock outcrops and rock 
slides are common. Sagebrush-grasslands with 
stringers of Douglas-fir and mountain 
mahogany in the canyons dominate the lower 
elevations. Lodgepole pine and limber pine 
fingers are found from mid-elevations to the 
timberline. Aspen is abundant in the Modoc-Pleasant Valley areas.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The appearance is nearly natural, with 
fences, stock developments, and wheel tracks visible in lower elevations. A power line corridor 
is visible from Pine Creek in the western-most portion of the IRA. Scenic integrity is mostly 
high. The natural integrity has been reduced slightly by cattle grazing and wheel tracks.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Although fairly open, many places have 
topographic and vegetative screening, and solitude can be found. The area’s undeveloped 
character and remoteness contribute to opportunities for primitive recreation.  

Special Features: The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries are well defined because they follow 
topographic features and administrative boundaries. The area could be managed as Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: The most common recreation use is hunting. Both summer and fall are popular for 
stock use. Some places in the IRA are popular for snowmobiling. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 
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Water: Water in this area maintains instream values of stream and riparian environments and is 
important for irrigation. There are also spring developments for livestock. Increased demand for 
irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: Most of the Garfield Mountain Area is grazed as part of an allotment. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Forty-one percent of the area has a medium phosphate potential. Sixty 
percent of the area has moderate oil & gas potential, thirty-nine percent has low potential, and 
the remainder has very low potential. In 2006 the first oil and gas leases issued on the BDNF in 
some time were issued in the Garfield Mountain Roadless Area and vicinity. These leases were 
issued for 10 years under stipulations of the 1995 Oil and Gas Leasing Decision and the direction 
of the 1986 Beaverhead Forest Plan. 

Heritage: The Middle Fork of Little Sheep Creek contains Indian pictographs. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. A 
designated power corridor lies outside the IRA in section 35 by Bannock Pass. The width of this 
corridor is not limited and may expand into the IRA in the future, which would limit availability 
of that portion for Wilderness. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 209 acres of private lands in 3 separate parcels. 

Disturbances: The area has a low risk for insects and diseases because there is only a small 
percentage of conifer forest.  

Need 
Ecological: The Garfield Roadless Area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and contains most of the shrub land, grassland, riparian and aspen communities 
underrepresented in the NWPS. Sensitive plant species not currently protected by Wilderness 
designation, and habitat for sage grouse, lynx and wolverine.  

Social: Recommendation for Wilderness is supported by people who praise the remoteness and 
ruggedness, and who desire to see lower elevation grassland/shrubland additions to Wilderness. 
Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness has also been received from those who 
support Wilderness recommendation for all roadless areas. Opposition comes from people 
interested in retaining mineral exploration and grazing.  

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been reduced by livestock grazing. There are opportunities for 
solitude and primitive recreation. The area could be managed as Wilderness if there were minor 
boundary adjustments. 

Availability: Ten-year oil and gas leases were issued in 2006 which may limit availability. 

Need: The area would add lands, and contribute underrepresented shrub land and grassland 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Garfield Mountain has received 
both support and opposition from the public. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 
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IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
Garfield Mt., BDNF  1-961 48,935 High Moderate High High 
Caribou-Targhee NF  4-945 47,500 Not rated Not rated Not rated Not Rated 
Total  96,435     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Garfield Mountain IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 42,701 
Acres Added 6,747 
Acres Dropped -32 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -481 
2007 Total 48,935 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 92% -- -- 66% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 80% 83% 97% 83% 83% 18% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 16% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 20% 17% 3% 17% 17% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 23% 23% 100% 23% 23% 19% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 55% -- 43% -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 15% 15% 15% 15% 15% 15% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 61% 61% 61% 61% 61% 61% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 60% 60% 60% 60% 60% 60% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive in 
Alternative 6. 

Garfield Mountain IRA differs from other IRAs because 6,700 of the 49,000 acres are not 
protected by the RACR. The northeast corner of the IRA is an addition since the RACR was 
passed. The road construction and timber harvest prohibitions of RACR do not apply to that 
section. 



Garfield Mountain 

Appendix C - 76 

Wilderness recommendation in Alternatives 3 and 6 protect secure wildlife along the Continental 
Divide, adds underrepresented shrubland and grassland communities to the NWPS, and protects 
the IRA from the possibility development in the area with moderate potential for oil and gas 
leasing not already leased. The current leases could be developed under a Controlled Use 
Stipulation but with the road construction prohibitions of the RACR development potential is 
very low. A no surface occupancy stipulation would apply to future leases. Mountain biking 
would be prohibited and snowmobiling more limited. 

A non-Wilderness recommendation for this area in Alternatives 1, 2, 4 and 5 would not 
positively respond to the Regional Needs Assessment and need for long term protection of 
unique Wilderness resources and secure habitat. Outside of the possibility of oil and gas 
development, Wilderness characteristics would be maintained in this planning period because 
non-motorized allocations or travel plan closures in all alternatives close a majority of the area to 
motorized uses. Alternative 5 designates a restoration key watershed as well. Sixty percent of the 
IRA has moderate potential for oil and gas development and may or may not be protected from 
development by road construction prohibitions of the RACR. The newly inventoried northeast 
corner would not be. More area would be open for snowmobiling and trails would be open to 
mountain bikes.  
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Goat Mountain  
(No. 1-944) 

9,561 Acres 

Description 
The Goat Mountain Roadless Area is 
located in the Bitterroot Mountains in 
Beaverhead County, Montana contiguous 
with Salmon-Challis National Forest 
Roadless Area 13-944. Access is available 
from low standard roads which connect to 
county roads in Horse Prairie. 

Elevations range from 7,400 to 9,400 feet. 
The topography includes deep narrow 
canyons and ridge tops. Whitebark pine 
and subalpine fir forest cover the highest 
elevations. Low elevation, south-facing 
slopes are covered with sagebrush-
grasslands and patches of Douglas-fir. The 
remaining area is covered with conifer 
forests dominated by lodgepole pine. Soils are moderately deep rocky and sandy loams.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area appears natural with the 
exception of many low standard roads and range developments in the area. Scenic integrity is 
high. Natural integrity has been reduced slightly by livestock grazing. 

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: There are opportunities for solitude and 
primitive recreation; however, but there is little diversity and few features to attract visitors to the 
area.  

Special Features: The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail crosses the area. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The area would be difficult to manage as Wilderness. 
Extensive signing and enforcement would be needed along BLM and private land boundaries 
where many motorized routes cross onto the forest.  

Availability 
Recreation: Hunting is the most common recreational use. Summer motorized trail use is 
growing in popularity here. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and 
Canada lynx habitat has been mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 
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Water: This area supports little to no surface water and there is limited water development. 
Increases in demand are unlikely. 

Livestock Grazing: The North Black Canyon and South Bear Canyon contain cattle allotments. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Less than one percent of the area is included in a high value known 
locatable mineral deposit area. The entire area has very low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: This area contains widely dispersed lithic scatter locations. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: The area has a low risk for insects and diseases in few stands of conifers.  

Need 
Ecological: Goat Mountain Roadless Area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities to 
designated Wilderness. The IRA may also contain wolverine denning habitat. 

Social: Support for Wilderness recommendation comes from people who support Wilderness 
designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish to retain 
motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been slightly reduced by cattle grazing. There are opportunities 
for solitude and primitive recreation. The area would be difficult to manage as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and may contribute underrepresented plant communities to the 
NWPS. Recommendation for Goat Mountain received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Goat Mountain, BDNF  1-944 9,561 Low High Moderate Low 
Salmon-Challis NF  13-944 35,468 Not Rated Not Rated Not Rated Not Rated 
Total  45,029     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Goat Mountain IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 9,454 
Acres Added 209 
Acres Dropped -24 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -78 
2007 Total 9,561 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 72% 72% 82% 72% 72% 72% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 28% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 28% 28% 18% 28% 28% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 6% 6% 6% 6% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 21% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 52% 52% 52% 52% 52% 52% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 13% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 55% 55% 55% 55% 55% 55% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Granulated Mountain 
(No. 1-012) 

14,295 Acres 

Description 
The Granulated Mountain Roadless Area is 
located in the western half of the Fleecer 
Mountain Range in Silver Bow County, 
Montana. Bear and Johnson Creek roads 
provide access from Highway 43. 

Elevations range from about 7,000 feet at 
the forest boundary to 9,120 at Dickie Peak. 
The terrain is mountainous, with both steep 
and moderate slopes. Sagebrush grasslands 
cover the southern and western portion; 
lodgepole and mixed conifer forests cover 
most of the northern and eastern part of the 
area. Five acres of alpine larch are located 
on the north side of Granulated Mountain.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is mostly natural appearing and 
scenic integrity is moderate to high. The natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing, 
patches of noxious weeds, and roads. Disturbance from roads, firewood gathering, range 
improvements, and remnants of historic mining are apparent and scattered across the area.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Roads surround the area; highways and 
other uses are evident from many views. Opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation are 
restricted to high peaks in the core area. Size limits opportunities for long hikes or extended trips. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: Some of the boundary does not follow known features; with 
adjustments the area could be managed as Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: The area is heavily used during hunting season. ATV and motorcycle trails are 
popular as is snowmobiling in the winter. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and 
Canada lynx habitat has been mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock. Increased demand for water is unlikely. 
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Livestock Grazing: The entire area is inside existing livestock allotments, and includes many 
fence and water developments.  

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Three percent is included in a medium value known locatable mineral 
deposit area. Forty-seven percent has low oil & gas potential, while the remainder has very low 
potential. 

Heritage: The potential for prehistoric and historic cultural resources is unknown. 

Land Use: Authorizations: There are two water ditches in Bear Gulch; both are on the north side 
and provide water to the old Howard Johnson homestead. 

Non-Federal Lands: There is a 41 acre parcel of private land in Section 17. 

Disturbances: There is a moderate to high risk of mountain pine beetle infestations.  

Need 
Ecological: Granulated Mountain Roadless Area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains 
Ecological Section, and may contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities, wolverine denning habitat, and native fish populations. 

Social: Support for Wilderness recommendation has been received from those who support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish 
to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by noxious weeds, livestock grazing, low 
standard roads, and historic mining. The area offers some potential for solitude and primitive 
recreation. The area would be manageable with adjustments to the boundary location.  

Availability: There are water ditches in Bear Gulch. There are no other contractual obligations 
or resource needs which limit Wilderness availability.  

Need: The area would add lands and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and 
grassland communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Granulated Mountain has 
received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
Granulated Mountain, 1-012 14,295 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Granulated Mountain IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 14,960 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -840 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 175 
2007 Total 14,295 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * -- 20% 79% 20% 1% -- 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 100% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 100% 79% 21% 79% 100% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 16% 16% 16% 16% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 35% -- 15% -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 54% 54% 54% 54% 54% 54% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 29% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. 

A non-Wilderness recommendation under Alternative 1 may have affected Wilderness 
characteristics because it allocates 29% of the area to suitable timber base. The RACR prohibits 
the timber harvest and road construction activities that may have accompanied this allocation. 
Activities allowed by Alternatives 2-6 have a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness 
characteristics in this area. Alternative 3 allocates most of the area to summer non-motorized use 
or restoration key watersheds. Alternatives 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 allow existing backcountry trail use to 
continue. Alternative 6 additionally limits motorized use by adding a requirement to maintain the 
entire area in semi-primitive backcountry allocations. 
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Highlands (No. 1-431) 
21,055 Acres 

Description 
The Highland Roadless Area is located in the 
Highland Mountains in Madison and Silver 
Bow Counties, Montana. Access is available 
from Fish Creek Road on the northern 
boundary and Hells Canyon Road near the 
southern boundary.  

Elevations range from 6,000 feet to more than 
10,000 feet at the summits of Red and Table 
Mountains. Slopes are moderate with rounded 
ridges in the foothills and are steep in the 
northern drainages near the rock and talus 
peaks. Lower north slopes are forested and 
south slopes are generally grass covered. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is mostly natural appearing, with 
the exception of the Red Mountain lookout tower foundation, cattle allotment fences, low 
standard roads, and two-track trails near the forest boundary. Scenic integrity is moderate to 
high. Natural integrity has been reduced by grazing, and infestations of knapweed and leafy 
spurge. 

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The shape, size, topography, vegetation, 
and location all contribute to the high potential for solitude and primitive recreation. Emerald 
lake provides a backpacking destination. The area receives early snow and provides a long 
season of challenging backcountry skiing. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries generally follow the forest boundary and 
topographic features, making the area manageable as Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: Recreation is mostly non-motorized. Hunting season brings the most use. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and 
Canada lynx habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and is used 
for irrigation downstream. Emerald Lake is a municipal water supply for the city of Butte. 
Increased demand for irrigation and municipal water is likely. 
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Livestock Grazing: The area currently provides important range for cattle allotments on the east 
and west sides. 

Timber: There is no suitable base timber in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Seventy-five percent is favorable for copper deposits. Fifty-two percent 
is favorable for massive, strata-bound zinc-lead and copper-cobalt deposits. Less than one 
percent is favorable for replacement deposits of gold, silver and base metals. 

Seven percent of the area is included in a high value known locatable mineral deposit area, and 
eleven percent in a medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. The entire area has very 
low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: The area has been extensively surveyed, and over 30 sites have been identified. Some 
are classed as significant. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are authorizations for the Red Mountain communication relay 
and pipeline connecting Emerald Lake to the Butte water system. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 52 acres of private lands along the western boundary. 

Disturbances: There are outbreaks of mountain pine beetle in lodgepole pine stands.  

Need 
Ecological: The IRA is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section, and would 
contribute underrepresented shrub land and grassland communities and wolverine denning 
habitat to the NWPS. 

Social: Support for recommendation came from Wilderness designation for all roadless areas 
supporters. Other people oppose it and wish to retain motorized recreation and uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by mining, noxious weeds and water 
impoundment. There are a few opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The area 
would be manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: Water distribution and communication site obligations limit availability. 

Need: The area would add lands to the NWPS, contribute underrepresented shrub land and 
grassland communities, and refuge for wildlife. Recommendation for the Highlands received 
little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability   Availability Need Suitability 
Highlands 1-431 21,055 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Highlands IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 20,861 
Acres Added 953 
Acres Dropped -96 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -663 
2007 Total 21,055 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 93% -- -- 86% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 66% 95% 90% 78% 90% 8% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 6% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 33% 5% 10% 21% 9% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- 84% 98% -- 93% 8% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 41% -- 68% 28% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 24% 24% 24% 24% 24% 24% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 2% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 7% 7% 7% 7% 7% 7% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendation in Alternatives 3 and 6 protect secure wildlife habitat, add 
underrepresented shrubland and grassland communities to the NWPS, and improve distribution 
of recommended Wilderness on the north end of the forest.  

Not recommending this area for Wilderness in Alternatives 1, 2, 4, and 5 does not positively 
respond to the Regional Needs Assessment, general public support for designated Wilderness in 
this area, or need for long term protection of unique Wilderness resources and secure habitat. 
Wilderness characteristics would not be affected because vehicle access isn’t available except in 
one section. 
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Italian Peak 
(No. 1-945) 

91,260 Acres 

Description 
The Italian Peaks Roadless Areas is west of 
Lima, Montana in the Bitterroot Mountain 
Range contiguous to Caribou Targhee 
Roadless Area 4-945 and Salmon-Challis 
National Forest Roadless Area 13-945. Access 
is available to the Montana side on low 
standard roads which connect to the Medicine 
Lodge Backcountry Byway.  

Elevations range from about 8,000 feet in the 
foothills to 11,125 feet on Eighteen Mile Peak 
Small natural lakes are found in upland 
basins. Mid elevation slopes are quite steep. 
Moist grasslands and sagebrush-grasslands 
dominate the vegetation. Willow lined streams 
and large patches of aspen are found in the 
foothills. Most forested areas are small and found at mid-elevations. These are commonly open 
Douglas-fir on south slopes and lodgepole pine, spruce, subalpine fir, and whitebark pine on 
north slopes and higher elevations. Soils are deep dark silt loams in the valley basins, and stony 
clay loams along the foot slopes. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The appearance is nearly natural, with 
fences, stock developments, and wheel tracks apparent in the lower elevations. Scenic integrity is 
moderate to high in 1-945 and 1-945A, and high in 1-945B. The natural integrity has been 
slightly reduced by grazing and wheel tracks and a power line corridor in the northeast corner of 
1-945, but less in 1-945B than in the rest of the area.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: There are opportunities for solitude and 
primitive recreation, with vegetative and topographic screening in many areas. The areas 
undeveloped character and remoteness also contribute to opportunities, which are most common 
in 1-945B. Challenging hiking and climbing is possible in the rugged peaks. 

Special Features: The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail crosses the area. The lower 
portion contains a segment of Deadman Creek, an eligible National Wild River. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries follow topographic features on the south and 
west, and section lines on the north and east. The IRA would be difficult to manage 1-945 
because of several low standard roads to the boundary. 1-945A and 1-945B are manageable as 
Wilderness. Manageability is higher for all sections when considered in conjunction with the 
roadless area on the Idaho side. 
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Availability 
Recreation: Hunting is the most common recreational pursuit and motorized travel is common 
in all seasons in all areas except 1-945B. In 1-945B motorized activities are not allowed, and 
primary activities are fishing, hunting, and camping, with travel on horseback or on foot. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and are 
important for downstream irrigation. There are spring developments for livestock grazing and 
increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: Most of the area is in a grazing allotment. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Five percent of the area is included in a high value known locatable 
mineral deposit area, and two percent is included in a medium value known locatable mineral 
deposit area. Thirteen percent of the area has low oil & gas potential, and the remainder has very 
low potential. 

Heritage: The area has not been surveyed adequately to determine the existence of sites. 

Land Use Authorizations: There is a designated power line corridor through Sections 34 and 35 
over Bannock Pass, crossing a corner of the IRA. This limits Wilderness potential for the 
northeast portion of 1-945A.  

Non-Federal Lands: There are 58 acres of private lands in 1-945A. 

Disturbances: The area has a low risk for insects and diseases in conifer forests because forests 
cover a small percentage of the area. 

Need 
Ecological: The Italian Peaks Roadless Area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and would contribute underrepresented shrub and grassland communities to designated 
Wilderness. Sensitive plant species not currently protected by Wilderness designation are found 
here as are wolves, wolverine denning habitat and native fish populations. 

Social: 1-945B was recommended for Wilderness in the 1986 Beaverhead Forest Plan. Support 
for this recommendation has come from a broad range of interested constituents. Opposition has 
been expressed by those who oppose all Wilderness recommendations.  

Suitability  
Capability: Natural integrity has been slightly reduced by structures for managing livestock. 
There are opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation in 1-945B and 1-945. Areas 1-945A 
and 1-945B are manageable as Wilderness with a few boundary adjustments. The northeast 
corner of 1-945, which offers a view of the power line corridor, should be excluded. The south 
end of area 1-945 is a long narrow unit and would be more difficult to manage if not considered 
with the adjoining Idaho roadless area. 
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Availability: In general, there are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit 
Wilderness availability. The designated power line corridor and Viewshed limits wilderness 
availability across several square miles in 1-945A. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented upland shrub lands and 
grasslands communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Italian Peaks has strong 
public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
Italian Peaks, BDNF  1-945  49,459 Moderate High High Moderate 
Italian Peaks, BDNF  1-954A 29,022 Moderate High High Moderate 
Italian Peaks, BDNF  1-945B 12,779 High High High High 
Caribou-Targhee NF. 4-945 31,823 Not rated Not rated Not rated Not rated 
Salmon-Challis NF. 13-945 5,986 Not rated Not rated Not rated Not rated 
Total  128,809     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Italian Peak IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 90,917 
Acres Added 1,638 
Acres Dropped -1,039 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -256 
2007 Total 91,260 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness 28% 28% 45% -- 28% 28% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 27% 41% 85% 41% 59% 28% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 44% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 73% 59% 15% 59% 41% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 28% 28% 46% 28% 44% 17% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 20% 20% 20% 7% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 8% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 9% 9% 9% 9% 9% 9% 
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Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 51% 51% 47% 51% 47% 47% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendation for portions of this IRA  (945A, 945B)  in Alternatives 1, 2, 3, 5, 
and 6 protects wildlife habitat along the Continental Divide corridor, adds underrepresented plant 
communities to the national Wilderness system, and adds to the larger Italian Peaks area on the 
Caribou-Targhee National Forest. Mountain biking would be prohibited in the recommended 
portions.  

A non-Wilderness recommendation in subunit B in Alternative 4 would not positively respond to 
the Regional Needs Assessment, address general public support and some social values, or need 
for long term protection of unique Wilderness resources and secure habitat. However, 
Wilderness characteristics will not likely change because much of the area is in a non-motorized 
allocation. Mountain bike trails would remain open.  

Subunits 1-945 and 1-945A rated moderate for Wilderness suitability. Activities allowed by 
Alternatives 2, 4, 5 and 6 have a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics in these 
areas. Alternative 6 additionally limits motorized use by adding a requirement to maintain semi-
primitive settings in backcountry allocations, motorized opportunities would not expand. Non-
Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic uses and 
land use authorizations to continue, mountain biking trails would remain open.  
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Lone Butte (No. 1-028) 
13,904 Acres 

Description 
The Lone Butte Roadless Area is located 
along the southern edge of the Gravelly 
Range in Beaverhead and Madison 
counties in Montana. Access is available 
from the Ruby-Centennial and Gravelly 
Range roads. 

Elevations range from 6,900 to 8,200 feet. 
These sagebrush-grassland foothills 
include patches of aspen and Douglas-fir 
dominated forest. The deep soils are dark-
colored loams and clay loams. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment 
and Scenery: Scenic integrity is generally 
moderate to high. Range management has 
affected the natural integrity and appearance. There are boundary and interior fences, water 
developments, low standard roads, and past vegetation manipulation such as spraying and 
burning.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: These opportunities are minimal due to 
the limited vegetative and topographic screening and variety. There is also little opportunity for 
challenge; travel over most of the area is easy regardless of the transport mode. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The area would be difficult to manage as Wilderness due to 
the open terrain and absence of definable topographic boundaries.  

Availability 
Recreation: The heaviest recreational use here occurs in fall hunting season, including some 
dispersed camping.  

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. The IRA contains 
occupied grizzly bear habitat, mapped Canada lynx habitat, and Westslope cutthroat trout in 
some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and are 
important for irrigation in the summer months. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: The entire area is included in allotments under intensive grazing 
management systems. 
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Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Twenty-one percent of the area has medium phosphate potential. Sixty-
seven percent of the area has moderate oil & gas potential, while the remainder has low potential. 

Heritage: Historical use of the Gravelly Range area by Native Americans suggests that historical 
sites may exist. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Mountain pine beetle and spruce budworm are both present. Tree mortality is 
increasing and resulting in additional fuels.  

Need 
Ecological: Lone Butte Roadless Area is part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section 
and would add upland shrub and grassland communities which are presently under-represented 
in designated Wilderness. The IRA provides habitat for wolves, grizzly bear, sage grouse, and 
native fish populations. 

Social: Support for Wilderness recommendation has been received from those who have 
supported Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by 
people who wish to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity is slightly affected by livestock grazing and range improvements in 
the foothills. There are many opportunities for solitude and challenging primitive recreation. The 
area is manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute under-represented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to the NWPS and habitat important to several wildlife species. Wilderness 
recommendation for Lone Butte has received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability   Availability Need Suitability 

Lone Butte  1-028 13,904 Moderate High Moderate Moderate 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Lone Butte IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 14,138 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -234 
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2007 Total 13,904 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 48% 48% 48% 48% 48% 48% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 52% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 52% 52% 52% 52% 52% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 91% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 67% 67% 67% 67% 67% 67% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive in 
Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. 

Discounting oil and gas development, not recommending the Lone Butte IRA for Wilderness has 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics in all alternatives. The current travel 
plan under Alternative 1, and summer non-motorized allocations in Alternatives 2 through 6 
limit motorized use. Alternative 3 includes most of the IRA in a restoration key watershed. 
Alternative 6 limits motorized use by adding a requirement to maintain semi-primitive settings in 
backcountry allocations, therefore motorized opportunities would not expand. 

Not recommending for Wilderness allows management of grazing and motorized uses to 
continue.  

Up to 67% of the IRA has potential for oil and gas development but development potential is 
very low because of the road construction prohibitions under the RACR 
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Lost Creek (No. 1-436) 
9,538 Acres 

Description 
Upper Lost Creek Roadless Area lies in the 
southeastern corner of the Flint Mountain 
Range in Deer Lodge and Granite Counties in 
Montana. Access is available from Lost Creek 
State Park and low standard roads along the 
southern boundary. The area was acquired in 
1997 and was not included in previous 
inventories. 

Elevations range from 6,600 feet at the edge 
of Lost Creek State Park to 8,800 feet highest 
point of the northern ridgeline. Rock cliff 
bands and rock outcrops rim this valley which 
includes the headwaters of Lost Creek. Slopes 
are covered with lodgepole pine forest and 
inclusions of Douglas fir on warm dry sites 
and limber pine in the limestone cliffs. 
Whitebark pine is present at the upper 
elevations. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is natural appearing and scenic 
integrity is high. The natural integrity has been affected by small historic mines and prospecting 
holes, and the primitive road, now used as a trail, which follows the creek through the area.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The area offers solitude and primitive 
recreation yearlong in its upper reaches away from the park. Challenging hiking and climbing 
can be found in the cliffs and rock outcrops. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries follow the ridgeline topographic features. 
Access is limited, making the area manageable as Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: The heaviest recreational use here occurs in fall hunting season. Hiking from the 
State park along the trail is common in the summer. A few people cross-country ski or snowshoe 
in the area in winter. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Lost Creek supports a 
population of westslope cutthroat trout. Canada lynx habitat is mapped. 
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Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and 
downstream irrigation. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: None. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Five percent of the area is favorable for gold-silver vein deposits, which 
may also contain associated base metals. One percent is favorable for replacement deposits of 
gold, silver and base metals. Thirty-eight percent of the area is included in a high value known 
locatable mineral deposit area, and two percent is included in a medium value known locatable 
mineral deposit area. Twenty-one percent of the area has a low oil & gas potential, and the 
remainder has a very low potential. 

Heritage: There are some scattered mine sites and deteriorated cabins. Evidence of occupation 
by Native Americans is not known, but considered likely. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses to limit Wilderness potential.  

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Insect and disease are present at endemic levels. 

Need 
Ecological: Lost Creek roadless area may contribute low elevation wildlife habitat and native 
fish populations to designated Wilderness. 

Social: This is a newly identified roadless area, not included in previous Wilderness discussions. 
Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness during revision came from those who 
support Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition was expressed by people who 
oppose recommending additional Wilderness in general.  

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing, noxious weeds and small 
mines. There are opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation, and the area is manageable 
as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which would limit 
Wilderness availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and may contribute underrepresented plant communities to the 
NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Lost Creek has received both support and opposition 
from the public. This small area is close to population centers - Butte and Anaconda. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Lost Creek  1-436 9,538 Moderate High Moderate Moderate 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Lost Creek IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  
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Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 0 
Acres Added 9,538 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 0 
2007 Total 9,538 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 100% -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * -- 81% 100% 81% 100% 100% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 100% 19% 1% 19% 1 n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 68% 68% 100% 68% 100% 100% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 39% 39% 39% 39% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendation in Alternatives 3 protects secure wildlife habitat that could enhance 
linkages across the landscape and improves distribution of recommended Wilderness on the 
north end of the forest.  

A non-Wilderness recommendation would have no effects on Wilderness character under 
Alternatives 5 and 6. Alternatives 5 and 6 include the entire area in year around non-motorized 
allocations and 39% of the area in a fisheries key watershed. Mountain biking would still be 
allowed. Alternatives 1, 2, and 4 will have a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness 
characteristics in Lost Creek because motorized access is restricted by the current travel plan or a 
non-motorized allocation 
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Madison (No. 1-031) 
12,230 Acres 

Description 
The Madison Roadless Area includes six 
land parcels in Madison County, Montana. 
McAtee Basin, which is contiguous with the 
Lee Metcalf Wilderness and is bordered by 
the Gallatin National Forest on the east. The 
other parcels lie between the Lee Metcalf 
Wilderness and private lands in the upper 
Madison Valley. Access is limited because 
it is sandwiched between private land and 
the Lee Metcalf Wilderness. 

Elevations range from 7500 feet along the 
western Madison face to over 11,000 feet at 
Lone Mountain. In 1-030A there is mostly 
steep terrain with mixed conifers in lower 
elevations and whitebark pine in rocks in the 
alpine area. The others, 1-030B, C, E, and F, 
lie along the grassland to forest transition zone. They are mostly forested, Papoose bench, 1-
030F, has the largest amount of grassland. McAtee Basin, 1-030D, is a moist alpine basin with a 
mosaic of grasslands, conifers, and willows.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area appears natural and scenic 
integrity is high. The areas have a high degree of natural integrity, except for minor affects of 
grazing and a fence on Papoose Bench.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: These areas provide good opportunities 
for solitude and primitive recreation because of their high natural integrity and adjacency to the 
Lee Metcalf Wilderness. An exception is parcel C, Shell Creek, where activities in and 
appearance of nearby subdivisions detract from opportunities. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: These six parcels are adjacent to the Lee Metcalf Wilderness. 
If Congress designated this as Wilderness it would not complicate management of the existing 
Wilderness, and could improve the ease of management for the whole parcel.  

Availability 
Recreation: McAtee Basin, 1-031D, has existing and frequent snowmobile use. Much of this use 
is concentrated along the northwest edge in the upper end of the Middle Fork of Bear Creek 
Drainage. The area is managed and used for non-motorized summer recreation, but there are 
some issues with ATV trespass. The rest of the area is managed for non-motorized recreation. 
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Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. The area is considered 
occupied grizzly bear habitat. Canada lynx habitat and wolverine denning habitat are mapped. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and are 
important for downstream irrigation. There are many developed springs for livestock use and 
increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: The southwest corner of Shell Creek and all of Papoose Creek subunits are 
in grazing allotments. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Five percent of the area is included in a medium value known locatable 
mineral deposit area. Nine percent of the area has geothermal resource potential. Three percent 
of the area has moderate oil & gas potential, and the remainder has low potential. 

Heritage: There are no known historic or prehistoric sites in the area. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 
However, a commitment was made to retain a snowmobile route across McAtee Basin (1-031D) 
during the release of the Taylor Hillgard Wilderness Study Area and Lee Metcalf Wilderness 
designation process in 1983.  

Non-Federal Lands: There are 630 acres of nonfederal lands included in this roadless area. 

Disturbances: As of 2006, insect and disease infestations were at endemic levels. 

Need 
Ecological: Madison roadless area parcels are a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and some of the parcels contribute underrepresented vegetative communities. 
Designation of these areas would also increase the size of the Lee Metcalf Wilderness. The area 
contributes to a large block of secure wildlife habitat for grizzly bear, wolves, and wolverines. 

Social: There is broad support for Wilderness recommendation. Opponents of recommendation 
wish to retain and protect mountain biking opportunities. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been slightly affected by livestock grazing and range 
improvements in the foothills. There are many opportunities for solitude and challenging 
primitive recreation. The area is manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are obligations which limit the availability of McAtee Basin, 1-031D, for 
Wilderness. A commitment has been made to retain a snowmobile route through the area 
connecting two areas on the Gallatin National Forest. There are no obligations or resource needs 
which limit Wilderness availability in the other areas. 

Need: The area would enlarge the existing Lee Metcalf Wilderness, add to existing wildlife 
habitat for many wide-ranging species and may contribute underrepresented vegetative 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Madison has received strong 
support and some opposition from the public. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 
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IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
Madison (Bee Hive) 1-031A 834 High High High High 
Madison (Fan Mountain)1-031B 1,775 High High High High 
Madison (Shell Creek) 1-031C 3,210 High High High High 
Madison (McAtee Basin) 1-031 D 2,067 High Moderate High Moderate 
Madison (Corral Creek) 1-031E 3,177 High High High High 
Madison (Papoose) 1-031F 1,168 High High High High 
Total 12,230 High High High High 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Madison IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 0 
Acres Added 12,230 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 0 
2007 Total 12,230 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- 67% 83% -- 82% 67% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 72% 86% 95% 86% 95% 28% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 23% 9% -- 9% -- n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 59% 79% 95% 59% 94% 12% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 15% 15% 11% 15% 11% 11% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 
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Wilderness recommendations in Alternatives 2, 3, 5, and 6 add secure wildlife habit and enlarge 
the existing Lee Metcalf Wilderness.  

A non-Wilderness recommendation for this area in Alternatives 1 and 4 does not positively 
respond to the Regional Needs Assessment, address general public support, or provide long term 
protection of unique Wilderness resources and secure habitat. During this planning period, 
Wilderness characteristics would not be affected because motorized access is restricted by the 
current travel plan or a non-motorized allocation.  
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McKenzie Canyon  
(No. 1-016) 

34,063 Acres 

Description 
The McKenzie Canyon roadless area is located 
on the northern end of the Tendoy Mountains in 
Beaverhead County, Montana. Access is 
available from county roads on the east and 
west sides of the area.  

Elevations range from 6,400 to 8,600 feet. The 
terrain includes steep rocky canyons and 
dissected foothills on either side of a broad 
gently sloping ridge on the north. Lower 
elevations are primarily covered with sagebrush 
and grassland vegetation. Higher elevations are 
Douglas-fir and lodgepole forests with rocky 
open parks. Soils in the west are shallow loams 
derived from limestone; soils in the eastern 
alluvial fans are moderately deep, gravelly 
loams and clay loams. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: Scenic integrity is moderate to high, with 
range improvements and low standard roads apparent. Natural integrity has been most affected 
by livestock grazing.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Opportunities for solitude and primitive 
recreation are present because the area is large, remote, and has minimal recreation use other 
than in hunting season. Steeper terrain provides some challenging opportunities. 

Special Features: Sourdough Cave contains Native American pictographs. 

Manageability and Boundaries: Boundaries are comprised of the forest boundary and county 
roads. Signing and enforcement of motorized restrictions would be difficult.  

Availability 
Recreation: Hunting is the most common recreational use with roads and trails for 4 wheel-drive 
vehicles, ATVs, and pack stock. A few hunt on foot. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock and increased demand for water is unlikely. 
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Livestock Grazing: Cattle graze a small portion of the area for a short season dependent on 
water on adjacent private land. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Less than one percent of the area is included in a medium value known 
locatable mineral deposit area. Six percent has moderate oil & gas potential (and a previous drill 
site), eighty-one percent has low oil and gas potential, and the remainder has very low oil and 
gas potential. 

Heritage: Sourdough Cave contains Native American pictographs. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 218 acres of private land near Kate Creek. 

Disturbances: The risk of forest insects and disease epidemic is low due to the small amount of 
conifer forest.  

Need 
Ecological: McKenzie Canyon roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities to 
designated Wilderness. Sensitive plant species not currently protected by Wilderness designation 
are found here as is wolverine denning habitat. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness has been received from those 
who have supported Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been 
expressed by people who wish to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected slightly by livestock grazing and roads. There are 
opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation with moderate challenge. The area would be 
difficult to manage due to boundary locations.  

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented upland shrub land and 
grassland communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for McKenzie Canyon has 
received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
McKenzie Canyon  1-016 34,063 Low Moderate Moderate Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

McKenzie Canyon IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 33,652 
Acres Added 185 
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Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 226 
2007 Total 34,063 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * -- -- 27% -- 24% 20% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 79% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 99% 99% 72% 99% 75% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- 71% -- 71% 71% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 62% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 21% 21% 21% 21% 21% 21% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 62% 62% 62% 62% 62% 62% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Middle Mountain Tobacco 
Roots  
(No. 1-013) 

96,822 Acres 

Description 
The Middle Mountain Tobacco Roots Roadless 
Area lies in the center of the Tobacco Root 
Mountain Range in Madison County, Montana. 
Access is available from roads leading into the 
range from all sides.  

The rugged glaciated terrain contains high mountain 
peaks, including Mount Jackson (10,380 feet) and 
Branham Mountain (10,482 feet), steep rocky 
cirque headwalls and sidewalls. Vegetation includes 
grasslands, sagebrush, and juniper in the lowest 
elevations; lodgepole pine, Douglas-fir, spruce 
forests at mid elevations; and whitebark pine in 
alpine areas along the timberline. Wet meadows and 
alpine lakes are scattered throughout. Soils are 
sandy loams derived from metamorphic rocks, chiefly gneiss. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is mostly natural appearing and 
scenic integrity is moderate to high. Natural integrity is highest in the peaks. There are remnants 
of many historic mines and low standard roads leading to them. The shorelines of reservoirs have 
fluctuating waterlines with affected soils and vegetation. Livestock grazing, fencing, and a stock 
trail are present. Range improvements are most noticeable in the vicinity of the Boulder River. 
Branham, Twin, and South Meadow lake perimeters have been affected by recreational 
activities.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Area 1-013 provides many quality 
opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The topography is highly dissected and 
provides screening from other visitors. The terrain provides challenging backcountry adventure. 
There are clear streams, small lakes, rugged peaks, and alpine plants which enhance the setting. 
The popular Mill Creek, South Boulder, and South Willow Creek roads intrude and reduce the 
quality of primitive recreation. 

Special Features: Lost Lake and Louise Lake national recreation trails.  

Manageability and Boundaries: Boundary adjustments around intermingled private lands and 
mining claims would be difficult for some of the subunits. The eastern boundary of 1-013F does 
not follow topographic features and would need adjustment to improve manageability.  
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Availability 
Recreation: Notable scenic qualities, historic mining sites, and easy access are attractions which 
make the area popular for a variety of backcountry recreational activities. Hunting use is less 
common in the highest elevations due to the difficulty of travel and game retrieval.  

Area 1-013, 1-013A, 1-013C, and 1-013E have low standard roads, motorcycle trails, and horse-
hiker trails. All are commonly used by people who enjoy the rugged terrain, and scenery. Cross-
country skiing and snowmobiling are popular from Mammoth. Area 1-013B and 1-013F are 
rugged, and used only by a few visitors for hiking, climbing, and hunting. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. This area 
has several reservoirs and irrigation ditches. There are many developed springs for livestock use 
within the area. This area also contains a municipal watershed for Sheridan. Increases in water 
demand for irrigation or municipal uses are likely. 

Livestock Grazing: Most of the suitable grassland is managed under intensive grazing systems 
in parts of eight grazing allotments. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Sixteen percent is favorable for copper deposits. Less than one percent is 
favorable for massive, strata-bound zinc-lead deposits. Fifty-seven percent of the area is included 
in a high value known locatable mineral deposit area and less than one percent is included in a 
medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. The Nicholson Mine Group has and 
approved plan of operations valid through 2009 for their private lands within the exterior 
roadless boundary. Four percent of the area has geothermal resource potential. Seven percent has 
low oil & gas potential, while the remainder has very low potential. 

Heritage: The area contains abandoned historic mining sites. There are no other identified 
historic or prehistoric sites. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are more than a dozen special use dams on high mountain 
lakes. Twin, Jackson, Sunrise, and Noble Lakes in 1-013C and Hill Reservoir in 1-013D are the 
largest reservoirs. The Nicholson Mine Group has an approved plan of operations valid through 
2009 for their private lands within the roadless boundary, and exploratory permits for unpatented 
claims in the area. The plan includes the use of motorized equipment and motorized access to 
these lands. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 1,645 acres of private land in this roadless area. Area 1-013C 
contains the largest percent with 788 acres along the western edge. Area 1-013 has 483 acres, 1-
013E has 183 acres, 1-013F has 141 along the western edge, and 1-013G contains 51 acres.  

Disturbances: The area has infestations of mountain pine beetle and spruce budworm.  
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Need 
Ecological: The Middle Mountain Tobacco Root roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead 
Mountains Ecological Section, and may contribute underrepresented plant communities. 
Sensitive plant species not currently protected by Wilderness designation are present along with 
native fish populations and wolverine denning habitat. 

Social: The area is supported for Wilderness recommendation by proponents who praise the 
scenic qualities, ruggedness, and opportunities for primitive recreation. Opponents express an 
interest in retaining options for mineral development, grazing, motorized access to the alpine 
lakes, and snowmobile opportunities. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by noxious weeds, livestock grazing, low 
standard roads, and historic mining. The area offers solitude and primitive recreation, 
particularly at the core. The area would be manageable with adjustments to the boundary.  

Availability: Dams and irrigations ditches under special use permit and the need to retain access 
to private property which reduce Wilderness availability in 1-013A, 1-013C, 1-013E, 1-013F, 
and 1-013G. Mineral potential, exploratory permits, and existing plans of operations also limit 
the availability of some parts of the area.  

Need: The area would add lands and may contribute additional underrepresented plant 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Middle Mountain has received little 
public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
Middle Mountain Tobacco 
Roots 1-013 

39,758 High High High High 

Middle Mountain Tobacco 
Roots 1-013A 

5,287 High Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Middle Mountain Tobacco 
Roots 1-013B 

1,871 High High Moderate High 

Middle Mountain Tobacco 
Roots 1-013C 

10,295 Low Moderate Moderate Low 

Middle Mountain Tobacco 
Roots 1-013D 

4,746 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Middle Mountain Tobacco 
Roots 1-013E 

5,712 Low Moderate Moderate Low 

Middle Mountain Tobacco 
Roots 1-013F 

21,707 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Middle Mountain Tobacco 
Roots 1-013G 

7,442 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Total 96,819     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Middle Mountain Tobacco Roots IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 93,327 
Acres Added 4,350 
Acres Dropped -909 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 51 
2007 Total 96,819 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 36% -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 32% 49% 84% 42% 45% 45% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 50% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 4% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 67% 49% 15% 56% 54% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 6% 6% 77% 6% 68% 62% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 6% 6% 6% 6% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 6% -- 20% 13% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 29% 29% 29% 29% 29% 29% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 4% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 22% 20% 19% 20% 19% 19% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendation of subunit 1-013 and 1-013B in Alternative 3 preserves wildlife 
habitat and enhances linkages with other areas in the two subunits which ranked high for 
Wilderness suitability. Mountain biking would be prohibited. 

A non-Wilderness recommendation for Middle Mountain under Alternatives 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 
may result in localized effects from mining. The natural appearance has already been affected by 
current and historic mining, especially in subunits which rank low or moderate Wilderness 
suitability. Because of the potential for minerals, it may be affected again.  

Aside from mining, Alternative 6 would have little risk of effect on Wilderness characteristics 
under a non-Wilderness recommendation. Alternative 6 limits motorized use in backcountry 
allocations by adding a requirement to maintain semi-primitive settings so motorized 
opportunities would not expand. Alternative 5 and 6 include winter non-motorized allocations 
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for a good portion of the area and a key restoration watershed. Alternatives 1, 2, and 4 may have 
some effects on Wilderness characteristics because less than half of the area is in a non-
motorized allocation. Non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established 
social and economic uses and land use authorizations to continue. Mountain biking trails would 
remain open. 
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Mount Jefferson  
(No. 1-962) 

4,448 Acres 

Description 
Mount Jefferson Roadless Area is located in the 
most southeastern corner of the forest in 
Beaverhead County. The area is contiguous with 
Caribou Targhee Roadless Area 4-961 and with 
the BLM Centennial Wilderness Study Area. The 
roadless area is accessible from the Centennial 
Valley road and BLM lands on the Montana side 
and roads and trails on the Targhee National 
Forest in Idaho 

Elevations range from about 7,200 in the valleys 
to over 10,000 feet. More than half of the area 
boundary lies on the Continental Divide, with 
rocky peaks and steep terrain. The area drains into 
Red Rock Creek in Montana. Sagebrush-
grasslands are the dominate vegetation with 
patches of lodgepole pine, Douglas-fir, and aspen. Soils are generally silt loams.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: Except for a small area on the east side, 
contoured for erosion control, this roadless area is quite natural appearing. Sawtell Peak Radar 
Station can be seen from one to three miles in many locations.  The area is natural appearing and 
scenic integrity is high. The natural and scenic integrity have been reduced in a small area on the 
east side which has been contour furrowed for erosion control.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Though the area is small, the 
opportunities for solitude are high due to the adjacent Wilderness study areas. The area provides 
challenging high country adventure. Back-country skiing opportunities are enhanced by a 
commercial ski hut on adjacent BLM land. 

Special Features: The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail and headwaters of Hellroaring 
Creek; the farthest extent of the Missouri River from the Mississippi.  

Manageability and Boundaries: Over half of the area boundary lies along the Continental 
Divide, and is easily defined. The southern boundary is a road, and the western boundary follows 
administrative boundaries against the BLM Centennial Wilderness Study Area (recommended 
Wilderness). The Caribou Targhee National Forest roadless area 4-962, across the divide has 
also been recommended for Wilderness. The area is manageable alone or in conjunction with 
contiguous roadless areas.  
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Availability 
Recreation: the most common activities are backpacking, camping, and big game hunting. 
Popular backcountry skiing is enhanced by the commercial ski hut near the forest boundary on 
BLM land. Snowmobiling has become popular over the last decade, because the area offers a 
high degree of challenge and adventure? 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Contiguous with the 
Henry’s Lake Unit of the Greater Yellowstone Grizzly Bear Recovery Area, Mount Jefferson is 
considered occupied habitat. Wolverine denning and Canada lynx habitat has been mapped. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and are used 
for downstream irrigation.. 

Livestock Grazing: None.  

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Forty-five percent of the area has low oil & gas potential, and the 
remainder has very low potential. 

Heritage: An old, dilapidated mining hut in Section 31 T15S R2E has been surveyed. The 
existence of other historic and prehistoric resources is unknown. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Insect and disease are present at endemic levels. 

Need 
Ecological: The Mount Jefferson IRA is part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section 
and may contribute underrepresented shrub land, grassland, riparian and aspen communities. 
Sensitive plant species not currently protected by Wilderness designation are found here as are 
wolves, grizzly bears, wolverine and peregrine falcons. The area is adjacent to the BLM 
Centennial Mountains WSA, making the overall size larger.  

Social: The area was allocated as a “Further Planning Area” in the 1986 forest plan. In 1991 it 
was studied for its Wilderness potential in conjunction with the BLM lands in the Centennial 
Mountains. The BLM environmental impact study concluded that the areas should be 
recommended for Wilderness. Designation of the Centennial Wilderness Study Area completed 
the BLM Wilderness recommendation. The Forest Service did not complete their process for 
recommending Mount Jefferson for Wilderness. There is much support from BLM and segments 
of the public for a Mount Jefferson recommended Wilderness. There is also strong opposition to 
the recommendation from snowmobilers and the business community around Henry’s Lake, 
Idaho. Management allocation for the area remains contentious with the public.  

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has very few effects from human uses. There are opportunities for 
solitude and primitive recreation. The area could be managed as Wilderness if there were minor 
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adjustments to the boundary. Manageability would improve should the contiguous roadless lands 
be designated by Congress as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands with refuge for several wide-ranging wildlife species and may 
contribute underrepresented shrub land and grassland communities to the NWPS. Support for 
Wilderness recommendation for Mount Jefferson is polarized between snowmobilers and 
Wilderness advocates.  
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
Mt Jefferson, BDNF  1-962 4,448 High High High High 
Caribou-Targhee  NF  4-962  Not rated Not rated Not rated Not rated 
BLM Centennial WSA  Not rated Not rated Not rated Not rated 
Total       

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Mount Jefferson IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 4,474 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -26 
2007 Total 4,448 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative  

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- 100% 100% -- 100% 47% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- 100% 100% -- 100% 47% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 7% 7% 7% 7% 7% 7% 
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Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Modeled Suitable Timber 1% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 28% 28% 3% 28% 3% 3% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendation in Alternatives 2, 3, and 5 protects important wildlife habitat in a 
potential linkage area along the Continental Divide, adds underrepresented plant communities to 
the NWPS, and connects the IRA to the BLM Centennial Mountains WSA, increasing the overall 
size. Wilderness recommendation in Alternative 6 protects wildlife habitat in lower Hellroaring 
drainage along more fragmented lower elevation portions of the Continental Divide on 47% of 
the IRA. Alternative 6 also contributes to the BLM Centennial Mountains WSA, increasing the 
overall size by 2,089 acres rather than the 4,442 acres contributed by Alternatives 2, 3, and 5. 

Not recommending this area for Wilderness in Alternatives 1 and 4 does not positively respond 
to the Regional Needs Assessment or need for long term protection of unique Wilderness 
resources and secure habitat. However, in this planning period, Wilderness characteristics may 
only be affected in winter where motorized use is allowed on the southern end.  

A non-Wilderness recommendation for half of the IRA in Alternative 6 does not positively 
respond to the need for long term protection of unique Wilderness resources and secure habitat 
for the southern 53% of the IRA. Wilderness characteristics may only be affected in winter. This 
alternative, along with Alternatives 1 and 4, retains snowmobiling opportunities accessed from 
the Island Park District on the Targhee National Forest in Idaho. 
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North Big Hole  
(No. 1-001) 

50,808 Acres 

Description 
The North Big Hole Roadless Area lies within 
the Anaconda Range, and borders the southern 
edge of the Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness Area 
in Beaverhead County, Montana. Area 1-001 is 
divided into seven parts to improve the 
inventory. The area is contiguous with 
Bitterroot National Forest Roadless Area 3-001. 
Access is available from roads along the 
western and southern edges in Johnson, 
Mussigbrod, Pintler, Mudd, LaMarche, and 
Seymour creeks.  

Elevations range from 6,300 to 8,800 feet. 
These moderately sloped foothills are glaciated 
with rugged peaks, high rock cirque basins, and 
deep glacial troughs. Well defined terminal 
glacial moraines fan out at the mouths of valleys. Vegetation is mainly conifer forests common 
in southwestern Montana, with wet meadows and aspen patches. Soils are generally sandy loams 
derived from granite. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: Scenic integrity is generally high, though 
fences and low standard roads slightly reduce the natural appearance in areas 1-001A, 1-001B, 1-
001C, 1-001F, 1-001G, and 1-001H. Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing, 
range improvements, roads, and patches of noxious weeds (mostly knapweed).  

Areas 1-001D and 1-001E appear natural and scenic integrity is high although natural integrity 
has been reduced slightly by livestock grazing.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The broken topography and infrequent 
human use contribute many opportunities for solitude. Areas 1-001D and 1-001E feature rugged 
terrain for challenge and primitive settings. In areas 1-001A, 1-001B, 1-001C, 1-001F, 1-001G, 
and 1-001H, other visitors are likely to reduce solitude and the primitive recreation opportunities 
close to campgrounds, trailheads, roads and motorized trails. 

Special Features: The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail.  

Manageability and Boundaries: The western part of 1-001D and all of 1-001E are manageable 
when considered as an addition to the adjacent Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness, because the outer 
boundary follows natural features identifiable on the ground.  
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Areas 1-001A, 1-001B, 1-001G, 1-001H, and 1-001F are in small separate pieces with roads, 
trailheads, and campgrounds between them. Their boundaries are generally not based on physical 
features. These areas collectively or separately would be difficult to manage as Wilderness or 
Wilderness additions.  

Availability 
Recreation: The area is used for backcountry recreation. There is some use by outfitter guides. 
These opportunities are enhanced by the adjoining Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness. People gather 
firewood, camp, and fish along roads in lower elevations. 

Area 1-001B surrounds the terminus of Forest Road 934 at Seymour Lake campground and 
trailhead. Hiking, horseback riding, and fishing are popular pursuits and snowmobiling is 
common. Area 1-001C provides non-motorized summer opportunities consistent with 
management of the adjacent Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness. The area provides challenging 
undeveloped winter snowmobiling. Area 1-001G lies within the Bender & Johnson Creek 
drainages. People use the area for road and backcountry opportunities such as firewood 
gathering, dispersed camping, and OHV travel. Firewood gathering and dispersed recreation, 
especially hunting, are common in 1-001H. Area 1-001A includes Clam Valley West of 
Mussigbrod Lake and an area southeast of Mussigbrod Lake open to snowmobiling in winter and 
popular motorized roads and trails in summer. 

Area 1-001D, on either side of the Mussigbrod drainage, provides hiking, horseback, and other 
non-motorized opportunities in summer and fall hunting season. In winter about twenty percent 
of the area is open to snowmobiling. Area 1-001E is available for non-motorized recreation only. 
The difficult terrain and vegetation provide a high level of challenge for the few visitors to the 
area. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: All streams in this area are tributaries of the Big Hole River. The water maintains 
biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and is used for downstream irrigation. 
There is a special use dam outside the roadless area at the outlet of Mussigbrod Lake. The 
reservoir operation is dependent upon a weir upstream in the roadless area, and mechanized 
equipment is needed to maintain the weir. There are several developed springs for livestock use 
and increased water demand for fisheries or irrigation is likely.  

Livestock Grazing: A majority of the area contains grazing allotments except for Area 1-001E, 
with none.  

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Forty-six percent of the area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, 
silver, and associated base metals. Nine percent of the area has low oil & gas potential, while the 
remainder of the area has very low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: Old rifle pits and mining remnants provide evidence of area history. Although past use 
of the entire Big Hole area by Native Americans suggests that undiscovered cultural resources 
may exist, none have specifically been identified. 
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Land Use Authorizations: Special uses include irrigation ditches, telephone line easements, and 
electrical power transmission easements in 1-001D. 1-001H has a permitted weir associated with 
Mussigbrod Lake and dam.  

Non-Federal Lands: There are 56 acres of private land in 1-001C and 152 acres of private land 
in 1-001H.  

Disturbances: The 2000 Mussigbrod fire burned over areas in 1-001D, 1-001E, 1-001G, and 1-
001H. Mountain pine beetle infestations are increasing.  

Need 
Ecological: The North Big Hole roadless area is in the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section and may contribute underrepresented plant communities to the NWPS. The area may 
also contribute to lynx and wolverine denning habitat and would increase the size of the 
Anaconda Pintler Wilderness. 

Social: Part of the roadless area was recommended for Wilderness in the 1986 Beaverhead 
Forest Plan. Support for designation of the entire area comes from those who support Wilderness 
recommendation for all roadless areas. Wilderness recommendation of areas west and north of 
Mussigbrod Lake (1-001E and part of 1-001D) received support from a much broader group of 
constituents. The undeveloped character and adjacent Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness were cited as 
reasons for supporting recommendation. Management of livestock grazing, water, and fuels, and 
noxious weed control were the basis to not recommend all or part of the area. 

Suitability 
Capability: In Area 1-001A, 1-001B, 1-001C, 1-001G, and 1-001H the natural integrity has 
been affected by livestock grazing and roads. There are opportunities for solitude and primitive 
recreation with limited challenge, and manageability would be difficult due to the location of 
boundaries. 

In Area 1-001E and most of 1-001D the natural integrity has been affected minimally by a few 
two-track trails and grazing. There are opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation with 
challenge, and the area could be managed as a Wilderness addition if boundary adjustments were 
made.  

Availability: There are special uses which may limit Wilderness availability in 1-001D and 1-
001H. There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness availability 
in 1-001A, 1-001B, 1-001C, 1-001E, and 1-001G. 

Need: The area would increase the size of the Anaconda Pinter Wilderness, add lands to the 
NWPS, and may contribute underrepresented vegetative cover types. Wilderness 
recommendation for the North Big Hole received strong public support when limited to the areas 
north and west of Mussigbrod Lake.  
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
North Big Hole 1-001A 8,723 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
North Big Hole 1-001B 2,864 Low High Moderate Low 
North Big Hole 1-001C 13,560 Moderate High Moderate Moderate 
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North Big Hole 1-001D 14,566 Moderate Moderate High High 
North Big Hole 1-001E 6,813 High High High High 
North Big Hole 1-001F 412 Moderate High Moderate Moderate 
North Big Hole 1-001G 1,134 Low High Moderate Low 
North Big Hole 1-001H 2,736 Low Moderate Moderate Low 
Bitterroot National Forest  3,691 Not rated Not rated Not Rated  
Total 54,808     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage 

North Big Hole IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 53,098 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -1,333 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -957 
2007 Total 50,808 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness 13% 13% 38% -- 38% 38% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 13% 17% 92% 41% 84% 49% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 13% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 86% 83% 7% 58% 16% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 1% 14% 63% 1% 38% 1% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 20% 20% 20% 19% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 19% -- 19% 3% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 76% 76% 76% 76% 76% 76% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 22% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 3% 3% 2% 3% 2% 2% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 
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Wilderness recommendation in Alternatives 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 for subunits 001D and 001E 
preserve wildlife habitat contributing underrepresented plant communities to the NWPS in the 
two subunits which ranked High for Wilderness suitability. This increases the size and protection 
of Wilderness characteristics offered by the adjacent Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness. 

A non-Wilderness recommendation for the highly ranked subunits in Alternatives 1, 2, 4 and 6 
does not positively respond to the Regional Needs Assessment and public support for long term 
protection of unique Wilderness resources and secure habitat. In this planning period, Wilderness 
characteristics of the IRA would be maintained because non-motorized allocations or travel plan 
closures in all alternatives close these two units to motorized use. 

The remaining subunits rate moderate or low for Wilderness suitability and don’t lend 
themselves as additions to the recommended Wilderness. In these areas, a non-Wilderness 
recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic uses and land use 
authorizations to continue, which facilitates management for grazing, irrigation, dams, and 
power easements. Activities allowed by Alternatives 2-6 have a low risk of reducing existing 
Wilderness characteristics in these areas. Alternative 6 limits expansion of motorized use by 
adding a requirement to maintain semi-primitive settings in the portion allocated to backcountry. 
Only one percent of the area remains in a road based allocation. 
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North Carpp 
(No. 1-425) 

4,425 Acres 

Description 
The North Carpp Roadless Area is located along 
the northwestern boundary of the Anaconda 
Pintler Wilderness in Granite County, Montana. 
Access is available from the Meadow Creek 
Road along the eastern border, and from the 
Middle Fork of Rock Creek Road along the 
western edge. 

Elevations vary from about 6,000 feet to 8,120 
feet at Carpp Ridge summit. The area is steep 
and rocky with forested slopes dipping down to 
Carpp Creek. Open Douglas-fir forest and 
bunchgrasses are found on southern exposures. 
Other slopes are forested with Douglas-fir in the 
lower elevations and lodgepole below the 
timberline. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is natural appearing, and scenic 
integrity is high. Natural integrity has been slightly reduced by firewood cutting, isolated patches 
of knapweed, and minor amounts of livestock grazing.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Solitude is hard to find due to the 
absence of topographic screening and variety, and the presence of roads on three sides. 
Challenge and primitive recreation opportunities are few because all points within about one 
mile of a gravel road. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: There are identifiable boundaries which makes the area 
manageable as an addition to the Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: The heaviest recreational use here occurs during hunting season. The area receives 
very few visitors in summer and winter. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and 
Canada lynx habitat has been mapped. Westslope cutthroat and bull trout inhabit some stream 
segments. 
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Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and are used 
for downstream irrigation. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: Minor amounts of grazing are associated with two allotments.  

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Fifty-five percent of the area is included in a medium value known 
locatable mineral deposit area. Ninety-five percent has low oil & gas potential, while the 
remainder has very low potential. 

Heritage: A moderate amount of survey work has been done in the area and there are several 
recorded sites. There is low-moderate potential for historic mining and logging sites and low 
potential for prehistoric sites. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which would limit Wilderness potential.  

Non-Federal Lands: There are 6 acres of private land in this roadless area. 

Disturbances: Insects and disease are present in endemic levels.  

Need 
Ecological: North Carpp roadless area may contribute land and undisturbed habitat for wolverine 
and lynx to the Anaconda Pintler Wilderness.  

Social: Support for Wilderness recommendation came from people who support Wilderness 
designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish to retain 
motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing, noxious weeds and small 
mines. There are a few opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The area would need a 
new boundary to be manageable. 

Availability: No contractual obligations or resource needs limit Wilderness availability. 

Need: The area would add to the size of the Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness and may contribute 
undisturbed habitat for wildlife (wolverine) to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for North 
Carpp has received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
North Carpp 1-425 4,425 Low High Moderate Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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North Carpp IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 12,022 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -3,906 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -3,691 
2007 Total 4,425 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 15% 47% 54% 47% 47% 47% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 53% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 84% 53% 46% 53% 53% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 92% 92% 92% 92% 92% 92% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 56% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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O’Neil Creek  
(No. 1-432) 

6,757 Acres 

Description 
O’Neil Creek Roadless Area straddles the 
Continental Divide east of Butte in Jefferson and 
Silver Bow Counties, Montana. Access is 
available from the Delmoe Lake road which 
forms part of its boundary or by hiking to the 
divide from Interstate Highway 90 or 15. 

Elevations range from 6,400 to 8,000 feet. Slopes 
are quite steep west of the Continental Divide and 
much gentler and rolling to the East. Dense 
lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir forests cover the 
area, and are interspersed with the boulders and 
rounded rock outcrops of the Boulder Batholith.  

Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: 
The area is mostly natural appearing, with the 
exception 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is mostly natural appearing, with 
the exceptions of mining prospect holes and mounds scattered through the area, the perimeter 
fence along private near the south edge, and OHV tracks. Scenic integrity is moderate to high. 
Natural integrity has been reduced by livestock grazing and patches of noxious weeds. 

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Interstates 15 and 90, and the Delmo 
Lake road are all nearby. The location and small size leaves very little opportunity for solitude 
and primitive recreation. 

Special Features: The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail and Boulder Batholith. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The western boundary follows a complex forest boundary next 
to private land. Defining and managing this boundary would be very difficult.  

Availability 
Recreation: The area is heavily used by hikers on the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail 
and visitors to the Our Lady of the Rockies statue nearby. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Habitat for Canada lynx 
is mapped. 
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Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and are used 
for downstream irrigation during the summer. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: Minor amounts of grazing takes place on one allotment. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Ninety-two percent is favorable for copper deposits. The entire area is 
included in a high value known locatable mineral deposit area. The entire area has very low oil & 
gas potential. 

Heritage: No surveys have been conducted. There is moderate potential for historic logging and 
mining sites and for prehistoric occupation and travel sites. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 644 acres of private lands in this roadless area. 

Disturbances: There is a high risk of mortality in lodgepole from a mountain pine beetle 
epidemic.  

Need 
Ecological: O’Neil Creek is a part of the Beaverhead Mountain ecological subsection, and may 
contribute underrepresented plant communities. The IRA would provide representation of the 
Boulder Batholith, a unique geologic feature not presently represented in the Wilderness 
Preservation System.  

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness has been received from those 
who have supported Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been 
expressed by people who wish to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by mining and noxious weeds. There are very 
few opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The area would need many boundary 
adjustments to be manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands, may contribute underrepresented vegetative communities, and 
add the unique Boulder Batholith geology to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for O’Neil 
Creek has received little public support. 
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Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
O’Neil Creek 1-432 6,757 Low High Moderate Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

O’Neil Creek IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 6,311 
Acres Added 728 
Acres Dropped -157 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -125 
2007 Total 6,757 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * -- -- 77% -- 77% 77% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 14% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 91% 91% 14% 91% 14% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- 22% -- 31% 31% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 10% 10% 10% 10% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 82% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 9% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Potosi (No. 1-014) 
5,296 Acres 

Description 
The Potosi Roadless Area lies on the 
eastern slopes of the Tobacco Root 
Mountains in Madison County, Montana. 
Access is found along the Meadow Creek 
Road, which forms its southern boundary, 
and from the South Willow Creek Road to 
the north. 

Elevations range from 6,000 to 8,400 feet. 
The terrain is gentle compared to most of 
the Tobacco Root Mountains. The broad 
upland has strongly dissected foothills 
along the forest boundary. Small parks are 
scattered throughout lodgepole pine and 
Douglas-fir stands. Soils are very coarse 
sandy loams and loamy sands derived 
from granite. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area appears natural and scenic 
integrity is moderate to high. Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing, 
infestations of noxious weeds, and small abandoned mine sites. Fences and water developments 
for livestock are also visible.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The figure-eight-shaped area limits 
opportunities for extensive travel or solitude, and provides little of the challenge found in steeper 
parts of the Tobacco Roots. However, day hikes and other opportunities are available.  

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The area’s figure-eight shape virtually divides this small area 
in half, and boundaries are not identifiable on the ground. The area would be difficult to manage 
as Wilderness. 

Availability 
Recreation: The area is most popular for hunting and motorized trails. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Habitat for Canada lynx 
is mapped. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock. Increases in demand for water are unlikely. 
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Livestock Grazing: The area includes two grazing allotments used by about 10 permittees. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Fifteen percent of the area has geothermal resource potential. The entire 
area has very low oil and gas potential. 

Heritage: There are remnants of historic mining activities, including a very old cabin in the NE 
¼ section 28, T3S, R2W. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: The area has infestations of mountain pine beetle in lodgepole pine and spruce 
budworm in Douglas-fir. 

Need 
Ecological: Potosi roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section, and 
may contribute underrepresented upland shrub, grassland, riparian, and aspen woodland 
communities as well as sensitive plants not currently represented in Wilderness designation.  

Social: Support for Wilderness recommendation has been received from those who support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish 
to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by noxious weeds, livestock grazing, low 
standard roads, and historic mining. The area offers limited short term solitude and primitive 
recreation. The area would be difficult to manage with its current boundaries.  

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability.  

Need: The area would supply underrepresented upland shrub, grassland and sensitive plant 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Potosi is both supported and 
opposed. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Potosi  1-013 5,296 Low High Moderate Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Potosi IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 5,465 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -169 
2007 Total 5,296 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * -- -- 93% -- -- -- 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 93% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 7% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 100% 100% 7% 100% 100% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- 97% -- 97% 97% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- 34% 34% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 33% 33% 33% 33% 33% 33% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 14% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 50% 50% 50% 50% 50% 50% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Quigg (No. 1-807) 
10,223 Acres 

Description 
The Quigg Roadless Area is located in the 
Long John Mountains in Granite County, 
Montana, contiguous to Lolo National Forest 
Roadless Area 16-807 to the west. Access to 
1-807 is available from Rock Creek and 
Willow Creek roads, and trails on the Lolo 
National Forest. 

Elevations range from about 5,700 feet at the 
mid-slope boundary to 8,272 feet at the 
summit of Sandstone Ridge. The dissected 
east slope is steep, rocky and rugged. The area 
is mostly covered with lodgepole pine forest. 
Meadow and rock openings are found along 
the ridge and on Sand and Willow Peaks. 
Willows line the creeks in the lower 
elevations. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is natural appearing and scenic 
integrity is high. Exceptions are two visible cabins near the boundary. Vistas along the ridge 
include ranches, private developments, and roads. Natural integrity is reduced only by small 
patches of noxious weed. 

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The area offers solitude and primitive 
recreation. Opportunities improve when roadless lands from both forests are considered. 
Challenge is high in the BDNF portion, where even trails are absent except along Sandstone 
Ridge.  

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The area is manageable as Wilderness with the boundaries 
presented in this inventory. The Lolo and Beaverhead areas together make a unit which would be 
easier to manage. 

Availability 
Recreation: Hunting is the most common recreational pursuit. A few people hike the Sandstone 
Ridge trail in summer. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Habitat for Canada lynx 
is mapped and westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 
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Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. Water is 
important for downstream irrigation during the summer. Increased demand for irrigation is 
likely. 

Livestock Grazing: None. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Five percent is included in a medium value known locatable mineral 
deposit area. Eight percent of the area has low oil & gas potential, and the remainder has very 
low potential.  

Heritage: The lookout tower foundation and the two old cabins are the only cultural sites 
inventoried in the Quigg Roadless Area. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Lodgepole pine mortality from bark beetles is increasing.  

Need 
Ecological: Quigg roadless area contributes undisturbed habitat for wildlife. 

Social: There is support for Wilderness recommendation from the Lolo National Forest 
managers and the public. Opposition is from people generally opposed to any recommended 
Wilderness. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity is high. There are opportunities for solitude and primitive 
recreation. The area is manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands, and may contribute underrepresented plant communities to the 
NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Quigg has received both support and opposition from 
the public. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
Quigg, BNDF  1-807 10,223 High High Moderate High 
Lolo NF 16-807 62,820 Not Rated Not Rated Not Rated  
Total 73,043     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Quigg IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 12,165 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -2,496 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 554 
2007 Total 10,223 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 93% -- 36% 83% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 28% 98% 98% 98% 98% 1% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 5% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 12% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 72% 2% 2% 2% 2% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- -- -- 95% -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 13% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 82% 82% 82% 82% 82% 82% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 46% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendations in Alternative 3, 5, and 6 protect secure wildlife habitat would 
enhances linkages to the west and north, contribute underrepresented plant communities to the 
NWPS, and add to recommended Wilderness proposed on the Lolo National Forest. The 
alternatives vary from 36% to 93% of the IRA recommended. 

A non-Wilderness recommendation may affect the IRA in Alternative 1 because it allocates only 
1/3 of the area for non-motorized use.. Wilderness characteristics will be not be affected in 
Alternatives 2, 3, 4, and 5 because summer and winter non-motorized allocations exclude 
motorized use from most of the area.. Alternative 5 also allocates most of the IRA for winter 
non-motorized use. Alternative 6 leaves 12% of the area in a road based allocation where 
activities could take place that may affect Wilderness characteristics  
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Saginaw Creek  
(No. 1-004) 

8,728 Acres 

Description 
Saginaw Creek Roadless Area is located in the 
Beaverhead Mountains in Beaverhead County, 
Montana. Access is available from Forest Road 
181 along the western edge.  

Elevations range from about 6200 feet in the 
foothills to 9200 feet at Black Mountain summit. 
Selway Mountain, at 8900 feet, is the only other 
prominent landform. Terrain near the peaks is 
rugged and steep. The rest of the area has more 
gentle rolling slopes. Grass and sagebrush occupy 
the lower elevations, and rise to lodgepole pine 
and Douglas-fir forests in the upper elevations. 
Soils are rocky and sandy loams, with clays 
present in the lowest elevations.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: Scenic integrity is high. Roads, small 
mines, fences, and other range improvements interrupt the mostly natural appearing scenery. 
Natural integrity has been reduced by livestock grazing and low standard roads.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The area has opportunities for hiking 
hunting, fishing, and camping. Motorcycles and other vehicles may be heard from nearby roads 
and trails. The area is too small to provide a feeling of solitude and remoteness; however, it does 
offer some challenging terrain for hiking and climbing.  

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The western boundary is road 181 and the eastern boundary 
lies mid-slope and is not related to any physical features. The IRA would be difficult to manage 
as Wilderness. 

Availability 
Recreation: The heaviest use is hunting, and then fishing, camping and motorized road and trail 
use. In winter the area is popular for snowmobiling.  

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat has 
been mapped and some stream segments contain westslope cutthroat trout. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock. Increased demand for water is unlikely. 
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Livestock Grazing: Livestock operations include four grazing allotments. The area has about 28 
miles of range fence and several developed springs. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Two percent of the area is favorable for gold-silver vein deposits, which 
may also contain associated base metals. Six percent of the area is included in a medium value 
known locatable mineral deposit area. The entire area has very low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: There are no known sites in this roadless area; however, sites may be present because 
much of the area in the West Big Hole has a history of Native American use. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: There is a moderate to high risk of mountain pine beetle infestations.  

Need 
Ecological: Saginaw Creek roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities as well 
as lynx habitat. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness has been received from those 
who support Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by 
people who wish to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing and roads. There are a few 
opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation with moderate challenge. The area would be 
difficult to manage as Wilderness.  

Availability: No contractual obligations or resource needs limit Wilderness availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Saginaw Creek has received little 
public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Saginaw Creek  1-004 8,728 Low High  Moderate Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Saginaw IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 8,493 
Acres Added 952 
Acres Dropped -97 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -620 
2007 Total 8,728 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 23% 61% 87% 61% 61% 61% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 39% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 77% 39% 13% 39% 39% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 42% -- 42% 3% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 70% 70% 70% 70% 70% 70% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 32% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Sapphire (No. 1-421) 
71,323 Acres 

Description 
The Sapphire Roadless Area is located along the 
east side of the Sapphire Mountains in Granite 
County, Montana. The area is contiguous to 
Bitterroot National Forest Roadless Area 3-423. 
Access is available from State Highway 38 and 
from forest roads in Rock and Copper creeks on 
the east, or from Bitterroot Forest roadless area 3-
421. 

Elevations range from 5000 to 9,000 feet at Kent 
Peak. The rugged peaks of the Sapphire Crest are 
prominent when viewed from the east side. The 
glaciated landscape includes exposed bedrock and 
rubble along the crest, steep rocky cirque basins 
and trough walls along the southern boundary, 
and rolling hills in the West and Ross Forks of 
Rock Creek. The majority of the area below the 
timberline is lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir 
dominated forests, with inclusions of streamside meadows. Douglas-fir savannas with 
bunchgrass are common on dry southern exposures. Subalpine fir and whitebark pine are present 
in alpine areas near the timberline.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area appears mostly natural and 
scenic integrity is high. Fire suppression disturbance is visible in some locations. Historic mining 
prospects and developments are evident on the 248 acres of included private land. Natural 
integrity has been reduced along the crest, where past heavy grazing by domestic sheep has 
altered the vegetation. There are patches of noxious weeds.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The area is best described if IRA 3-421 
is considered as a part of the whole. A core area along the crest at the headwaters of Copper 
Creek and in Ross Fork offers good opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. 

Special Features: In 1977 Congress designated most of roadless areas 1-421 and 3-421 as the 
Sapphire Wilderness Study Area.  

Manageability and Boundaries: Manageability considerations include roadless area 3-421. The 
boundaries as drawn would be difficult to manage because they do not follow topographic or 
legal boundaries. Adjusting the boundaries to follow known features would reduce the area by 
forty to fifty-five percent. The residual area would be manageable.  
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Availability 
Recreation: The heaviest recreational use here occurs during hunting season. In summer use is 
lighter, and includes backcountry experiences. Snowmobiling is a primary winter use in many 
parts of the area. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and Canada lynx habitat are 
mapped. Westslope cutthroat and bull trout inhabit some streams. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. Water from 
this area is used for downstream irrigation during the summer months. Increases in demand for 
irrigation water are likely. 

Livestock Grazing: Three allotments are primarily located in the eastern portion of the area. 
Incidental grazing occurs west of the Sapphire Crest. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Twenty percent of the area is included in a medium value known locatable 
mineral deposit area. Seven percent of the area has a low oil & gas potential, and the remainder 
has a very low potential. 

Heritage: Past mining activities and locations are known. Prehistoric sites may exist, but are not 
identified. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 245 acres of private land in Frog Pond Basin and several isolated 
parcels of private land along the eastern boundary. 

Disturbances: Wildfire burned across about 40 percent of the area in 2000.  

Need 
Ecological: The Sapphire roadless area may contribute sensitive plant communities to 
designated Wilderness as well as undisturbed habitat for wolverine and other wildlife.  

Social: Although the Forest Service study recommended the area not be managed as Wilderness, 
Congress has not made a determination to designate or release the WSA. Management must 
comply with court direction to allow uses present in 1977. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected slightly by livestock grazing, noxious weeds, and 
small mines. There are many opportunities for solitude and challenging primitive recreation. The 
area would need a new boundary to be manageable. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would supply additional lands and may contribute underrepresented and 
sensitive plant communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Sapphire has 
received strong support and strong opposition from the public. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 
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IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Sapphire, BDNF  1-421 71,323 High High High High 
Bitterroot  N. F. 3-421 44,116 Not Rated Not Rated Not Rated Not Rated 
Total 115,439     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Sapphire IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 72,414 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -568 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -523 
2007 Total 71,323 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area 77% 77% 77% 77% 77% 77% 
Summer Non-Motorized * 79% 85% 88% 85% 85% 14% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 9% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 20% 15% 12% 15% 15% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 1% 1% 4% 1% 1% 1% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 21% 21% 21% 21% 21% 21% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 8% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

No alternative recommends the Sapphire Wilderness Study Area for Wilderness. The FEIS states 
under Chapter 2, “Elements Common to all Action Alternatives” that Wilderness Study Areas set 
aside in 1977 through the Montana Wilderness Study Act, P.L. 95-150 will be managed 
according to the Act and direction from Courts, regardless of alternative. Until Congress acts, the 
law requires the Forest Service to protect Wilderness character and allow continuation of uses in 
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place prior to 1977. This does not prevent the Forest Service from making site specific decisions 
to close areas or trails in the future based on need. 

 



Sheep Mountain 

Appendix C - 136 

Sheep Mountain 
(No. 1-021) 

29,395 Acres 

Description 
The Sheep Mountain roadless area is located 
north of the Ruby River in the Gravelly 
Mountain Range in Madison County, Montana. 
Access is available from the Call and Gravelly 
Range roads or from the Ruby River and 
Timber Creek roads. 

Elevations range from 6,400 to 9,700 feet. The 
western part of the Greenhorn Range has steep, 
rugged, forested slopes. The rest of the area is 
covered with a mix of Douglas-fir and 
lodgepole pine dominated forests intermixed 
with open grasslands. Mountain mahogany is 
common on lower elevation south-facing 
slopes. Soils are mostly sandy loams derived 
from metamorphic rocks. The Warm Springs 
portion contains many areas of mass failure or soil slumps. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is natural appearing except for a 
few low standard roads and abandoned mines, and scenic integrity is high. Natural integrity has 
been affected by grazing, range improvements, and noxious weed infestations.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Solitude is easy to find except during 
hunting season, when the number of visitors is high. The area is large enough to provide many 
primitive recreation opportunities and varied terrain offers challenging hiking and climbing.  

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The BLM administered lands provide the north and west 
boundaries Roads on the east and south sides separate the area from other forest lands. The area 
could be managed as Wilderness, alone or in conjunction with the adjoining BLM Axelotl Lakes 
WSA.  

Availability 
Recreation: There is mix of recreation uses, including motorized trails, snowmobiling, and 
hiking. Hunting season brings the highest visitation. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. The entire IRA is 



Sheep Mountain 

Appendix C - 137 

considered occupied habitat for grizzly bear. Wolverine denning and Canada lynx habitat has 
been mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock. Increases in demand for water are unlikely. 

Livestock Grazing: Most of the area is in an allotment.  

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Less than one percent of the area is favorable for small vein deposits of 
gold, silver, and associated base metals. Thirty-one percent of the area is included in a high value 
known locatable mineral deposit area and twenty-five percent is included in a medium value 
known locatable mineral deposit area. Seventeen percent of the area has medium phosphate 
potential. Forty-eight percent of the area has moderate oil & gas potential, twenty-two percent 
has low potential. The remainder has very low potential. 

Heritage: The presence of prehistoric and historic resources is unknown; however, past use by 
Native Americans suggests sites may exist. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 162 of private land within this roadless area. 

Disturbances: Bark beetle infestations levels are endemic and pose a risk to lodgepole pine 
stands. 

Need 
Ecological: Sheep Mountain roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub, grassland, riparian and aspen 
communities to designated Wilderness. In addition it would contribute sensitive plant 
populations, wolf, grizzly bear, and wolverine habitat and native fish. 

Social: Support comes from those who support Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. 
People who want motorized recreation and other resource uses oppose it. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing and noxious weeds. There 
are opportunities for solitude and challenging primitive recreation. The area is manageable as 
Wilderness alone or with designation of adjacent BLM lands. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands to the NWPS and make ecological contributions to the NWPS. 
However, Wilderness recommendation received little public support. 
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Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Sheep Mountain 1-021 29,395 High High Moderate High 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Sheep Mountain IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 32,115 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -2,144 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -576 
2007 Total 29,395 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 99% -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 77% 75% 92% 73% 80% 80% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 19% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 22% 24% 8% 27% 20% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 36% 43% 92% 36% 42% 42% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 34% 34% 34% 34% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 20% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 43% 43% 43% 43% 43% 43% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 5% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 49% 49% 40% 49% 40% 40% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 48% 48% 48% 48% 48% 48% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. 

A non-Wilderness recommendation under Alternative 1 would have affected Wilderness 
characteristics prior to RACR because it allocates 30% of the area to suitable timber base. 
Activities allowed by Alternatives 2-6 have a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness 
characteristics in this area. Alternative 3 and 6 allocate lands to summer non-motorized uses and 
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restoration key watersheds. Alternative 6 limits expansion of motorized use by adding a 
requirement to maintain semi-primitive settings in the portion allocated to backcountry. A non-
Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives except 3 allow most of the established 
backcountry recreation uses and management activities tied to grazing, dams and ditches and 
private land to continue 
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Silver King (No. 1-424) 
36,696 Acres 

Description 
Silver King Roadless Area is located in the 
northern end of the John Long Mountain 
Range in Granite County, Montana, 
contiguous to Roadless Area 16-424 on the 
Lolo National Forest. Access is available from 
Upper Willow and Rock creek roads, and low 
standard roads along the boundary. 

Elevations range from 4,000 to 7,851 feet at 
the Silver King Mountain summit. The long 
center ridge is surrounded by steep rounded 
slopes on the sides. The eastern face is 
covered with lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir, 
and large amounts of down trees. The western 
face has open groves of Douglas-fir and 
grassland parks. A mix of whitebark pine and 
other conifers grow along the ridge. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area appears mostly natural, with the 
exceptions of a few old mineral prospects, deteriorating cabins, BPA transmission lines, and 
sections of road near the edges of the roadless area. Scenic integrity is moderate to high. Natural 
integrity has been affected by thinning along the eastern boundary.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The absence of development, vegetative 
cover, and the low level of use allows primitive experiences and solitude along the ridge. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The IRA is divided into three parcels, two of which are 
adjacent to roadless lands on the Lolo National Forest, and BPA transmission lines. None have 
easily identifiable boundaries on the ground. Boundaries would need further adjustment. Signing 
and enforcement would be difficult.  

Availability 
Recreation: The single track ridge trail from Black Pine Lookout north to Snowdrift Park gets 
the most use by visitors because of dense vegetation in the rest of the area.  

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat is 
mapped. Westslope cutthroat and bull trout inhabit some stream segments. 
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Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and are also 
used for downstream irrigation. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: There are portions of eight livestock grazing allotments in the IRA. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and 
associated base metals. Three percent is favorable for molybdenum deposits. Seventy-one 
percent of the area is included in a medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. Less 
than one percent of the area has medium oil shale potential. Seventy-nine percent has low oil & 
gas potential, while the remainder has very low potential. 

Heritage: The area has received a very limited amount of survey work. Private surveys found a 
few prehistoric sites, and historic logging, mining, and homesteading sites. 

Land Use Authorizations: There no are special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: The area includes 62 acres of private land.  

Disturbances: Wildfire burned across about 40 percent of the area in 2000.  

Need 
Ecological: The Silver King roadless area may contribute undisturbed habitat for wildlife 
(wolves) and native fish. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness has been received from those 
who have supported Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been 
expressed by people who wish to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing, noxious weeds and small 
mines. There are a few opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The area would need a 
new boundary to be manageable. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and may contribute undisturbed habitat for wildlife and native 
fish to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability   Availability Need Suitability 
Silver King, BDNF  1-424 36,696 Moderate High Moderate Moderate 
Lolo NF 16-424 13,150 Not rated Not rated Not Rated Not Rated 
Total 49,846     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Silver King IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
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1987 Total 41,447 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -1,129 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -3,622 
2007 Total 36,696 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 6% 20% 94% 8% 25% 21% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 78% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 94% 80% 6% 92% 75% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- 25% -- 24% -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 63% 63% 63% 63% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 81% 81% 81% 81% 81% 81% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 27% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. 

A non-Wilderness recommendation would have a very low risk of reducing existing Wilderness 
characteristics in Silver King under Alternative 3. Alternative 3 protects most of the area with a 
summer non-motorized allocation. There may be some risk of effects on Wilderness 
characteristics on the west side of the southern unit under Alternatives 1, 2, 4, and 5. These 
alternatives allocate 25% or less of the area to non-motorized allocations, located in the two 
northern units.  

Management in the southern unit is guided by the current travel plan which provides no direction 
for the planning period. Alternatives 3, 4, 5, and 6 designate the east side of the John Long Hills 
as a key fisheries watershed, which will offer some additional protection to roadless 
characteristics.. Alternative 6 limits expansion of motorized use with a requirement to maintain 
semi-primitive settings in the portion allocated to backcountry. A non-Wilderness 
recommendation would allow low levels of backcountry travel to continue.  
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Snowcrest Mountain 
(No. 1-025) 

97,985 Acres 

Description 
This roadless area includes all National Forest 
System lands in the Snowcrest Mountain Range 
in Beaverhead and Madison Counties, Montana. 
The Ruby River Road on the east provides the 
main access; low standard roads provide access 
from the other three sides of the range. 

Elevations range from 6,500 to over 10,000 feet 
at the peaks of several mountains in the range. 
The lower elevations are sagebrush-grasslands 
on benches and rolling foothills. Lower slope 
rise into steeper slopes covered with a mix of 
meadows and Douglas-fir or lodgepole pine. 
Forests terminate in alpine vegetation along 
rugged rocky peaks. Clay loams and silt are the 
most common soils in the northwest corner, 
while granitic and shale derived soils are found in the rest of the area. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The landscape appears natural and scenic 
integrity is high. Natural integrity is nearly unaffected near the spine of the range. Natural and 
scenic integrity have been slightly reduced by livestock grazing, range developments, and low 
standard roads in the foothills and across the Notch.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The area provides good opportunities 
for solitude and primitive recreation except near the Antone and East Fork of Blacktail 
trailheads. The rugged terrain and rocky peaks provide challenging mountain adventure. 

Special Features: The single row of peaks, most of which are more than 10,000 feet, is a unique 
geologic feature which forms the area and mountain range. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The Ruby-Centennial Road forms the eastern boundary. The 
other boundaries are the same as the forest boundary, and could be managed because access by 
roads and trails is limited.  

Availability 
Recreation: Motorized use is restricted over most of the area and the area is popular for hiking, 
stock use, hunting, fishing, mountain biking, and camping. Winter use is rare. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and 
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Canada lynx habitat has been mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 
The IRA falls in the landscape considered occupied by grizzly bears.  

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. Water from 
the area is used for downstream irrigation. Increases in demand for irrigation water are likely. 

Livestock Grazing: The majority of the Snowcrest Range is under grazing permits. A few 
allotments have been closed to benefit wildlife or the watershed. Established livestock trailing 
through the Snowcrest Range has taken place since the late 1800s. The east side has structural 
improvements like fencing and water developments, and a pipeline. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Two percent of the area is included in a medium value known locatable 
mineral deposit area. Thirty-four percent of the area has a medium phosphate potential. Twenty-
three percent of the area has a moderate oil & gas potential and the remaining seventy-seven 
percent has a low potential. 

Heritage: Native American artifacts have been discovered in the Snowcrest Range. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Spruce budworm is present in Douglas-fir stands. Lodgepole pine stands are at 
risk of high mortality rates from mountain pine beetle infestations which are spreading in the 
general area. 

Need 
Ecological: Snowcrest Mountain roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities to 
designated Wilderness. The IRA also contributes refuge for known wolverine wolf and grizzly 
bear and native fish populations.  

Social: Support for recommendation comes from people who emphasize the reasons it was 
included in past Wilderness bills, scenic beauty and remoteness, and others who support 
Wilderness for all roadless areas. Others desire maintenance of existing motorized roads and 
motorized trails, mountain biking opportunities, and roadless characteristics but do not support 
Wilderness recommendation.  

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing and range improvements in 
the foothills. There are many opportunities for solitude and challenging primitive recreation. The 
area is manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which would limit 
Wilderness availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities 
to the NWPS as well as habitat security. Wilderness recommendation for Snowcrest Mountain is 
divided along has strong public support and opposition. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 
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IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Snowcrest Mountain 1-025 97,985 High High High High 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
Snowcrest Mountain IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 97,630 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 355 
2007 Total 97,985 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 88% -- 89% 94% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 77% 89% 90% 77% 89% 1% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 6% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 23% 11% 10% 23% 11% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 41% 41% 94% 41% 98% 5% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 7% 7% 7% 1% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 33% -- 9% -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 33% 33% 33% 33% 33% 33% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 63% 63% 58% 63% 58% 58% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 23% 23% 23% 23% 23% 23% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendations in Alternatives 3, 5, and 6 protect important wildlife habitat, 
enhances linkages to other secure areas, adds underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to the NWPS, and protects the IRA from the possibility of oil and gas development 
in the 23% of the area with moderate potential for oil and gas. Trails would be closed to 
mountain biking.  

Non-Wilderness recommendations for this area in Alternatives 1, 2 and 4 would not positively 
respond to the Regional Needs Assessment or ensure long term protection of unique Wilderness 
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resources and secure habitat. In this planning period, Wilderness characteristics may be affected 
by motorized use or oil and gas development.  

Winter motorized use is allowed on the west side under Alternatives 1, 2, and 4. Summer 
motorized use would be confined by the current travel plan to a handful of existing primitive 
roads which provide access for horsemen, hikers, and mountain. Twenty-three percent of the 
IRA with moderate potential for oil and gas development with Controlled Surface Occupancy 
stipulations but development potential is very low because of the road construction prohibitions 
of the RACR. Trails would be open to mountain biking.  
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Sourdough Mountain (No. 
1-017) 

16,883 Acres 

Description 
The Sourdough Mountain roadless area is 
located on the western slopes of the Tendoy 
Mountains in Beaverhead County, Montana. 
Access is available on low standard roads 
from the BLM backcountry byway along 
Medicine Lodge Creek. 

Elevations range from 6,500 to 9,600 feet at 
the summit of Sourdough Peak. The area 
includes mountains and foothills. The north 
and northeastern facing slopes are covered 
with Douglas-fir forests. Lodgepole pine and 
whitebark pine are present at higher 
elevations. Lower slopes are grassland and 
sagebrush-grasslands. Soils are mostly 
shallow silt loams derived from limestone. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: Scenic integrity is high, with low standard 
roads visible in the otherwise natural appearing area. Natural integrity has been affected by 
livestock grazing and isolated patches of noxious weeds.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: There are opportunities for solitude and 
primitive recreation; however, the area’s small size and lack of diverse terrain and vegetation 
result in little opportunity for challenge. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The area is bordered by private land on the west, BLM on the 
east, and forest roads on the north and south. Signing and enforcement would be very difficult 
unless a larger was defined after closing roads and combining the area with adjacent BLM and 
Forest Service roadless areas. The area would be difficult to manage as Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: Hunting is the only common recreational use of the area. Many types of motorized 
and nonmotorized transportation are used to access the area. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and 
Canada lynx habitat has been mapped. 
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Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock. Increases in demand for water are unlikely. 

Livestock Grazing: This area is comprised of portions of six grazing allotments. A portion of 
the area is vacant. There are several range developments. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Eighty-eight percent has low oil & gas potential, while the remainder has 
very low potential. 

Heritage: The potential for prehistoric or historic cultural resources is unknown; however, 
known Indian use suggests that sites may exist. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: There is a moderate to high risk of mountain pine beetle infestations.  

Need 
Ecological: Sourdough Mountain roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section. The IRA would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities 
and potential wolverine denning habitat to designated Wilderness. 

Social: Support for recommendation for Wilderness was received from those who support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish 
to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity is affected by livestock grazing, noxious weeds, and roads. There 
are few opportunities for solitude, primitive recreation, or challenge. The area would be difficult 
to manage due to boundary locations and adjacent ownership patterns. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Sourdough Mountain has received 
little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Sourdough Mountain 1-017 16,883 Low High Moderate Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Sourdough Mountain IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 14,838 
Acres Added 1,955 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 90 
2007 Total 16,883 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * -- -- 69% -- 61% 32% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 68% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 100% 100% 31% 100% 39% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 35% 35% 100% 35% 100% 100% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 32% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 58% 58% 58% 58% 58% 58% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Stony Mountain  
(No. 1-808) 

23,492 Acres 

Description 
The Stony Mountain Roadless Area is located 
in the Sapphire Mountains in Granite County, 
Montana. The area is contiguous with roadless 
area 16-808 on the Lolo National Forest and 
roadless area 3-808 on the Bitterroot National 
Forest. Access is available from the Rock 
Creek road and the Skalkaho highway.  

Elevations range from about 5,000 feet along 
the boundary to 8,656 feet at Dome Mountain 
summit. Stony and Fuse lakes lie in cirque 
basins below the rocky Sapphire divide. The 
terrain is generally steep and highly dissected. 
Vegetative cover is predominantly lodgepole 
pine and Douglas-fir forests. Ridges are 
dominated by whitebark pine, and alpine larch 
is present. Geologic surveys indicate complex geology and soils, and numerous faults.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is natural appearing and scenic 
integrity is high. Natural integrity has been reduced slightly by isolated mining prospects and by 
isolated patches of noxious weeds.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The area offers solitude and primitive 
recreation. Activities are enhanced by the presence of alpine lakes and panoramic views from the 
ridges. Challenging hiking and climbing opportunities can be found here. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The southern and eastern boundaries not follow topographic 
features or other identifiable boundaries. The area could be managed as Wilderness if the 
boundaries were adjusted.  

Availability 
Recreation: Hunting is the most common activity in the area. In fall most people travel by foot 
or on horseback. In summer motorcycle and ATV trail travel is becoming increasingly popular. 
The area receives heavy snowmobile use in winter. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Westslope cutthroat and 
bull trout inhabit some stream segments. 
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Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and is used 
for downstream irrigation. Increase demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: The area contains four allotments. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Forty-four percent of the area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, 
silver, and associated base metals. One percent is included in a medium value known locatable 
mineral deposit area. The entire area has very low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: There are ditches, a flume, and a cabin associated with placer operations in Stony 
Creek. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 84 acres of private land along Stony Creek. 

Disturbances: Mortality from bark beetles is increasing in lodgepole pine.  

Need 
Ecological: The Stony Mountain roadless are may contribute undisturbed habitat for wide-
ranging wildlife species and native fish. 

Social: Support for Wilderness recommendation was received from those who supported 
designation in the past or who support recommendation for all roadless areas. Recommendation 
is also supported by Lolo National Forest managers because they administer the adjacent IRA. 
Opposition is expressed by people who wish to retain motorized recreation and other resource 
uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been slightly reduced by mining and patches of noxious weeds. 
There are opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The area could be managed as 
Wilderness if boundary adjustments were made. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
suitability. 

Need: The area would add land and may contribute undisturbed habitat for wildlife (wolves) and 
native fish to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Stony Mountain has support from the 
public and the adjacent National Forest managers.  
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Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Stony Mountain, BDNF  1-808 23,492 Moderate High High Moderate 
Bitterroot N.F. 3-808 34,930 Not Rated Not Rated Not Rated  
Lolo N.F. 16-808 43,720 Not Rated Not Rated Not Rated  
Total 102,142     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Stony Mountain IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 24,616 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -299 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -825 
2007 Total 23,492 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- 64% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 17% 55% 99% 55% 76% 32% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 3% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 82% 44% 1% 44% 24% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 4% 4% 5% 4% 5% 5% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 98% 98% 98% 98% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 2% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 63% 63% 63% 63% 63% 63% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 30% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Stony Mountain IRA is connected to large roadless areas, also recommended as Wilderness on 
the Lolo and Bitterroot National Forests. Even though it ranked on the high end of “moderate” 
for Wilderness suitability, only a portion of Stony Mountain was recommended Wilderness in 
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Alternative 6. Wilderness recommendation would contribute secure wildlife habitat and enhance 
the value and size of the adjacent recommended Wilderness.  

A non-Wilderness recommendation has a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness 
characteristics in Stony under alternatives 3, 4, and 5. Between summer non-motorized 
allocations in Alternative 3, 4, and 5 and key fisheries watersheds, the area currently non-
motorized will be protected from further impacts. There could be some risk of effects to 
Wilderness characteristics under Alternatives 1 and 2 because of suitable timber base in 
Alternative 1 and no key fisheries watersheds to supplement the non-motorized allocations in 
Alternative 2. Wilderness characteristics in the portion not recommended for Wilderness in 
Alternative 6 would be protected by non-motorized allocations. Winter motorized use is allowed 
in most of the area under all non-Wilderness alternatives.  
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Storm Lake (No. 1-427) 
8,631 Acres 

Description 
Upper Storm Lake Roadless Area lies along the 
eastern boundary of the Anaconda-Pintler 
Wilderness in Deerlodge and Silverbow counties, 
Montana. Access is available from the Six-Mile 
Creek and Storm Lake roads. 

Elevations range from 7,800 feet on the northern 
edge to 10,641 feet at the summit of Mount 
Evans. Landforms above treeline include rocky 
peaks and alpine meadows where formerly 
perennial snowfields are shrinking. Below treeline 
are stands of alpine larch, whitebark pine, 
subalpine fir, lodgepole pine, Douglas-fir, and 
Engelmann spruce. Mosaics of wet meadows and 
subalpine forest are found in the glacial cirque 
basins and small lakes.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is natural appearing, with the 
exception of a few historic mines and prospect holes. Scenic integrity is high. The natural 
integrity has been slightly reduced around Storm Lake by recreational activities.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The area offers varied terrain and 
vegetation, granite faces and rock chimneys, cirque lakes and streams. When considered in 
conjunction with the Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness, the opportunities for solitude and primitive 
recreation are good. 

Special Features: The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail and Goat Flat Research Natural 
Area. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries follow ownership patterns and the area is 
manageable as an addition to the Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: The area features primitive recreation opportunities. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat and bull trout inhabit some stream 
segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. Water is 
used for downstream irrigation and increased in demand for irrigation is likely. 
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Livestock Grazing: None. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Thirty-two percent of the area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, 
silver, and associated base metals. Eight percent has low oil & gas potential, while the remainder 
has very low potential. 

Heritage: There are no identified historic or prehistoric sites. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential.  

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Insect and disease are present at endemic levels. 

Need 
Ecological: Storm Lake roadless area will contribute undisturbed habitat for wolverines and 
other wildlife and would also increase the size of the Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness. 

Social: The area was recommended for Wilderness in previous forest plans and is supported by 
proponents of its scenic qualities, ruggedness, and opportunities for primitive recreation. 
Opposed are those who don’t support more Wildernesses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been minimally affected. There are a few opportunities for 
solitude and primitive recreation. The area would be manageable as an addition to the Anaconda-
Pinter Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which would limit 
Wilderness availability. 

Need: The area would increase the size of the Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness and contribute 
undisturbed habitat for wildlife to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Storm Lake has 
received strong public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Storm Lake 1-427 8,631 High High High High 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Storm Lake IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 7,481 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -914 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 2,064 
2007 Total 8,631 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness 65% 66% 96% -- 68% 96% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 96% 98% 98% 97% 98% 3% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 4% 2% 2% 3% 2% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 1% 66% 85% 1% 68% 2% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 63% 63% 63% 63% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 17% -- 17% 17% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 1% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendations in Alternatives 3 and 6 contribute undisturbed high elevation 
habitat along the Continental Divide and enhance the size and protection offered by the 
Anaconda Pintler Wilderness. In Alternatives 1, 2, and 5 it would ensure protection over two 
thirds of the area.  

Non-Wilderness recommendation in Alternative 4 would not positively respond to the Regional 
Needs Assessment, address general public support, or ensure long term protection of Wilderness 
characteristics. Alternatives 1, 2, 4 and 5 have a low risk of affecting Wilderness characteristics 
because of summer non-motorized allocations for the whole area in Alternative 4 and in areas 
not recommended in Alternatives 1, 2, and 5.  The northwest corner is open to snowmobile use in 
winter under Alternatives 1, 2, and 5. The whole area would be open snowmobiling under 
Alternative 4. 
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Tash Peak (No. 1-005) 
53,415 Acres 

Description 
Tash Peak Roadless Area is located in the 
Beaverhead Mountains in Beaverhead 
County, Montana. Several gravel and low 
standard roads provide access from State 
Highway 278 and County Highway 324.  

Elevations range from 6,800 feet in Brown’s 
Canyon to 9,800 feet at Bloody Dick Peak. A 
ridge of mountains forms the spine. There is 
grassland vegetation on the lower slopes, and 
lodgepole pine and subalpine fir dominate 
mid-elevations. Whitebark pine grows in 
higher elevations. Rock and sandy loams are 
the most common soils. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and 
Scenery: The area appears mostly natural other than range improvements, and is surrounded by 
lands altered by timber harvest and private ranching. Natural integrity has been affected by 
livestock grazing and patches of noxious weeds.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Vegetative screening, broken 
topography, and minimal development here contribute to the few opportunities for solitude and 
primitive recreation. The varied terrain and high peaks offer challenging hiking. 

Special Features: Brown’s Creek is an eligible National Wild River. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries of the area are not based on physical features 
or administrative boundaries. Manageability would be difficult and would require extensive 
signage or a reduction in the area’s size.  

Availability 
Recreation: Sightseeing, fishing, and hunting are popular activities. Summer brings motorized 
travel on primitive roads and trails and hiking. Winter brings snowmobiling back country skiing, 
and snowshoeing.  

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wildlife: Wolverine 
denning and Canada lynx habitat has been mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some 
stream segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs. Increases in demand for water are unlikely. 
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Livestock Grazing: The area has nine allotments under intensive grazing systems. Substantial 
range developments are present. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Twenty-four percent of the area is favorable for small vein deposits of 
gold, silver, and associated base metals. Less than one percent of the area is included in a 
medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. The entire area has very low oil & gas 
potential. 

Heritage: The potential for prehistoric and historic resources is unknown; however, past use by 
Native Americans suggests sites may exist.  

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: There are areas of downfall due to wind and other mortality pose a high risk for 
fire and mountain pine beetle. 

Need 
Ecological: Tash Peak Roadless Area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section, 
and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub, grassland, riparian, and aspen 
communities, wolf habitat, wolverine denning, and native fish. 

Social: Support for Wilderness recommendation was received from those who have support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition comes from people who wish to retain 
motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been reduced by livestock grazing and roads. There are 
opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation with moderate challenge; however, the area 
would be difficult to manage due to its boundary locations.  

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add land, underrepresented plant communities, and wildlife habitat to the 
NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Tash Peak received little public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability   Availability Need Suitability 
Tash Peak 1-005 53,415 Low High  Moderate Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Tash Peak IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 62,094 
Acres Added 2,121 
Acres Dropped -11,450 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 650 
2007 Total 53,415 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * -- 51% 79% 50% 53% 54% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 46% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 100% 49% 21% 50% 47% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 23% 23% 23% 23% 23% 23% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 69% 69% 69% 53% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 14% -- 10% -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 58% 58% 58% 58% 58% 58% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 16% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 16% 16% 16% 16% 16% 16% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Timber Butte (No. 1-018) 
5,278 Acres 

Description 
The Timber Butte Roadless Area is located in the 
Tendoy Mountains in Beaverhead County, 
Montana. Access is available on low standard 
roads from Interstate 15. 

Elevations range from 6,300 in the foothills to 
9,470 at the summit of Timber Butte. North and 
northeastern facing mountain slopes are covered 
with Douglas-fir. Lodgepole pine and whitebark 
pine are present at higher elevations. The foothills 
are grassland and sagebrush-grasslands. Soils are 
mostly shallow silt loams derived from limestone. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and 
Scenery: The area is natural appearing, other than 
range improvements, and scenic integrity is high. 
Natural integrity is reduced slightly by livestock grazing and patches of noxious weeds.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Opportunities for solitude are available 
where there is screening from the valleys below. Opportunities for primitive recreation are 
limited by lack of size, variety, and challenge. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries are roads and a forest boundary where access 
is difficult to control. The area would be difficult to manage as Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: Hunting is the most common recreational use in the area. Motorized and 
nonmotorized travel is common in all seasons.  

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function. There are 
several developed springs for livestock. Increased demand for water is unlikely. 

Livestock Grazing: Grazing is limited to a portion of the area which contains three allotments. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Thirty-nine percent of the area has medium phosphate potential. Virtually 
all of the area has moderate oil & gas potential. 
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Heritage: The presence of prehistoric and historic cultural resources is unknown; however, past 
use by Native Americans suggests sites may exist. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Insect and disease risk is low due to limited amount of forested area. 

Need 
Ecological: Timber Butte roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities to 
designated Wilderness as well as potential wolverine denning habitat. 

Social: Support for recommended Wilderness comes from those who have supported Wilderness 
designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish to retain 
motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by livestock grazing and noxious weeds. There 
are few opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The area would be difficult to manage 
due to boundary locations and adjacent ownership patterns. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Timber Lake has received little 
public support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Timber Butte  1-018 5,278 Low High Moderate Low 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Timber Butte IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 5,018 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 260 
2007 Total 5,278 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * -- -- 86% -- 86% 75% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 25% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 100% 100% 14% 100% 14% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- 17% -- 17% 17% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 100% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 21% 21% 21% 21% 21% 21% 
Modeled Suitable Timber -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 51% 51% 51% 51% 51% 51% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked low for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness under 
any alternative. 

The non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives allows established social and economic 
uses and land use authorizations to continue. Use and activities allowed in each alternative have 
a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics.  
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Upper East Fork  
(No. 1-426) 

7,980 Acres 

Description 
Upper East Fork Roadless Area lies along the 
northern boundary of the Anaconda-Pintler 
Wilderness in Granite County, Montana. 
Access is available from Dry Creek, East Fork 
Reservoir, Blodgett Gulch, and Meadow 
Creek roads. 

Elevations range from 6,200 feet near East 
Fork Reservoir to 9,511 feet on Carpp Ridge. 
The terrain is diverse, and includes granitic 
cirque basins with tiny lakes and steep scree-
filled avalanche chutes. Slopes are covered 
with thick lodgepole and whitebark pine trees. 
A few grassy parks and rock outcrops are 
included. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is natural appearing, with a few 
exceptions of historic mines and prospecting holes scattered throughout the area. Scenic integrity 
is high. Natural integrity has been reduced slightly by these activities.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The area offers varied terrain and 
vegetation as well as glacial cirques. When considered in conjunction with the Anaconda-Pintler 
Wilderness, the opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation are good. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The area is manageable as an addition to the Anaconda-Pintler 
Wilderness; most of the boundary follows roads which are easily located on the ground.  

Availability 
Recreation: The area is commonly used as a portal to the Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness by 
hikers, backpackers, and stock users. The heaviest recreational use here occurs during hunting 
season. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat and bull trout inhabit some stream 
segments. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and is used 
for downstream irrigation during the summer. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 
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Livestock Grazing: The area contains two allotments. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Twenty-six percent of the area is included in a high value known locatable 
mineral deposit area and three percent is included in a medium value known locatable mineral 
deposit area. The entire area has low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: Survey work has not been conducted. Potential is moderate for historic logging and 
mining sites and low for prehistoric sites. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential.  

Non-Federal Lands: None. 

Disturbances: Insect and disease are present at endemic levels. 

Need 
Ecological: Upper East Fork roadless area may contribute undisturbed habitat for wolverine and 
other wildlife. The area could also increase the size of the Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness. 

Social: Support for Wilderness recommendation has been received from those who support 
Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by people who wish 
to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been minimally affected. There are a few opportunities for 
solitude and primitive recreation. The area would be manageable as an addition to the Anaconda-
Pinter Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would increase the size of the Anaconda-Pintler Wilderness, and may contribute 
undisturbed habitat for wildlife to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Upper East Fork 
has received little interest from the public. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Upper East Fork 1-426 7,980 High High Moderate High 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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Upper East Fork IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 7,361 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped -24 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 643 
2007 Total 7,980 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- 89% -- -- 57% 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 60% 84% 92% 84% 84% 31% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 11% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 40% 16% 8% 16% 16% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 1% 1% 77% 1% 1% -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 53% 53% 53% 53% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 14% -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 54% 54% 54% 54% 54% 54% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 32% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive in 
Alternative 6. 

Wilderness recommendations in Alternatives 3 and 6 contribute undisturbed high elevation 
habitat along the Continental Divide and enhance the size and protection offered by the 
Anaconda Pintler Wilderness. Alternative 6 recommends the west half and allocates most of the 
east half to non-motorized recreation. Alternative 6 increases assurances roads and harvest will 
not impact Wilderness characteristics by adding a requirement to maintain semi-primitive 
settings in the backcountry portion. 

Alternative 1 does not recommend the area for Wilderness and risks effects to Wilderness 
character as only 60% is non-motorized. Not recommending the IRA for Wilderness in 
Alternatives 2, 4, and 5 has a low risk of reducing Wilderness characteristics through the 
combination of non-motorized allocations and fisheries key watersheds. However the area is 
open to winter non-motorized use in these alternatives.  
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Vigilante (No. 1-024) 
15,754 Acres 

Description 
The Vigilante Roadless Area is located in the 
northwestern part of the Gravelly Range in 
Madison County, Montana. Access is from the 
Ruby River and Warm Springs roads. 

The area contains a broken series of ridges, steep 
slopes, and benches rising to the divide between 
the Madison and Ruby rivers. The area is covered 
with sagebrush-grasslands, intermixed with 
forests of Douglas-fir, lodgepole pine, spruce, and 
whitebark pine. Wet meadows and aspen stands 
are included. Soils are a clay loam broken by 
natural slumps. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and 
Scenery: The area appears natural except for fences and other range improvements; scenic 
integrity is high. Natural integrity has been slightly reduced by livestock grazing and noxious 
weeds.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: The interior offers opportunities for 
solitude and primitive recreation through challenging terrain and vegetation. Hunting season 
brings a higher concentration of visitors and reduced opportunities for solitude. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries are mostly on existing roads. The area could 
be managed as Wilderness. 

Availability 
Recreation: The heaviest recreational use occurs during hunting season. In summer many 
visitors use the area’s motorized trails for travel and recreation, while others hike or backpack.  

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. As a part of the Gravelly 
Range, the area is considered occupied by grizzly bears. Habitat for Canada lynx is mapped. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and is used 
for downstream irrigation during the summer. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: There are four allotments with several miles of fence.  

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 
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Minerals/Oil & Gas: Fifty-three percent of the area is included in a medium value known 
locatable mineral deposit area. The entire area has moderate oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: The presence of prehistoric and historic sites is unknown. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 266 acres of privately owned lands within this roadless area. 

Disturbances: The area is at risk of mortality in lodgepole pine from bark beetle and spruce 
budworm in Douglas-fir.  

Need 
Ecological: Vigilante roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section, 
and would contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland communities to designated 
Wilderness. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness has been received from those 
who support Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been expressed by 
people who wish to retain motorized recreation and other resource uses. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected slightly by livestock grazing and noxious weeds. 
There are opportunities for solitude and challenging primitive recreation. The area is manageable 
as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are no contractual obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented upland shrub and grassland 
communities to the NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for Vigilante has received little public 
support. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability  Availability Need Suitability 
Vigilante 1-024 15,754 Moderate High Low Moderate 

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Vigilante IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 16,458 
Acres Added 0 
Acres Dropped 0 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -704 
2007 Total 15,754 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 
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Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 45% 45% 59% -- 45% 45% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 54% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 
Current Travel Plan Applies 54% 54% 40% 98% 54% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 42% 42% 42% 42% 42% 42% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 8% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 71% 71% 71% 71% 71% 71% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. 

Discounting oil and gas development, a non-Wilderness recommendation has a low risk of 
reducing existing Wilderness characteristics under Alternatives 3, 5 and 6. The combination of 
travel plan direction in Alternative 1 and summer non-motorized allocations preserve the area 
not currently designated motorized from change. Alternative 6 also limits expansion of 
motorized use by adding a requirement to maintain semi-primitive settings in the backcountry 
allocation portion.  

Alternative 4 does not provide similar allocations and may affect Wilderness characteristics. 
Management in regard to grazing and backcountry motorized use without a Wilderness 
recommendation would continue.  

The entire IRA has moderate potential for oil and gas development under a Controlled Surface 
Use stipulation but development potential is very low because of RACR road construction 
prohibitions. 
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West Big Hole  
(No. 1-943) 

132,919 Acres 

Description 
The West Big Hole Roadless Area is located 
in the Bitterroot Mountains in Beaverhead 
County, Montana and is contiguous to the 
Salmon-Challis National Forest Roadless 
Area 13-943. Access is available from the east 
along the Twin Lakes, Miner Lake, Swamp 
Creek roads, Road 918, and numerous roads 
within the lower part of the roadless area. 

Elevations range from about 7000 feet in the 
foothills to more than 10,627 at Homer 
Young’s Peak. More than 30 percent of the 
area is above the tree line with little or no 
vegetation. Mid-elevation slopes are covered 
with conifers; lodgepole pine and Douglas-fir 
are the most common, with subalpine fir and 
Engelmann spruce occupying cool moist sites. Sagebrush parks and grassland meadows are also 
included.  

The area is one of the highest water producers on the forest, and water quality is very high. 
Several alpine lakes are present in basins just below the divide. Most of the lower elevation lakes 
are man-made. Soils on the ridges are deep loams and fine sandy loams from metamorphic rock, 
mainly quartzite. Soils on the glacial moraines are very stony, sandy loams.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area appears natural with the 
exceptions of range improvements, low standard roads, and small areas of past timber harvest 
Scenic Integrity is moderate to high. Natural integrity overall is high, with affects more common 
in lower elevations and on gentle terrain. Of note are the following disturbances: 

Area 1-943A contains areas of post and pole harvest, jeep trails, and placer mining. Area 1-943B 
has visually evident post and pole harvest and round wood harvest in its lower elevations. Area 
1-943D contains primitive jeep trails in Hamby, Pioneer, and Berry Creeks. Area 1-943C has 
been disturbed by exploration and mining for gold, silver, lead, and molybdenum in the Rock 
Creek drainage. Low standard roads are present in many parts of the area, as well as evident 
timber harvest. Livestock grazing is also common. 

Area 1-943E is natural appearing other than the jeep trail to Jahnke Mine and the mining claims 
at Jahnke Lake. Area 1-943 appears natural and has high scenic integrity.  
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Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Area 1-943A is heavily forested. There 
is opportunity for solitude and primitive recreation for visitors who venture far enough from the 
sites and sounds of Ruby Creek road and nearby private lands. 

Area 1-943B is heavily forested in some places. The sight and sound of other visitors are likely 
in much of the area due to the close proximity to the heavily used Bloody Dick Creek drainage, 
Lemhi Valley in Idaho, and areas with many roads. 

Area 1-943C and 1-943D can provide opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation, though 
disturbed areas may detract from the overall experiences. Area 1-943E offers a high degree of 
solitude when considered with the adjacent area 1-943. Area 1-943 provides excellent 
opportunities for solitude. The area is large and remote.  

Special Features: The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The eastern boundary of the whole area and internal 
boundaries of the units from north to south are hard to find on the ground. The integrity and 
historic uses in C, D, and E, and the numerous motorized routes which cross the outside 
boundaries would make signing and enforcement difficult. A boundary could be delineated 
which would be manageable.  

Unit 1-943B is physically separated from the other areas. Its shape makes it difficult to manage 
even when combined with other roadless lands. With boundary adjustments 1-943 could be 
managed as Wilderness. 

Availability 
Recreation: Snowmobiling is common over much of the area where terrain allows this use. One 
constructed trail which crosses into Idaho is popular in 1-943B. Main roads in the lower area also 
support snowmobiling and ATV riding in winter. Cross-country skiing is also common. Big 
game hunting is very popular; hunters use a variety of travel modes and many people camp in the 
area. 

Driving trail and full size vehicles on low-standard roads is common along the foothills in 
subunits 1-943C, 1-943D, and 1-943E for firewood gathering, hunting and fishing. Non-
motorized use is common throughout, but is more likely in 1-943, 1-943A, and 1-943B.  

All permanent streams contain brook trout and serve as spawning areas for the Big Hole River. 
Fish productivity is low in the upper reaches of all streams and medium at lower elevations. Fish 
species in the high mountain lakes include cutthroat, brook, and rainbow trout, and various 
hybrids. Twin Lakes is the only lake with fish; lake and brook trout, grayling and ling. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Canada lynx habitat and 
wolverine denning habitat are mapped. Westslope cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments.  

Water: All streams in this area are tributaries to the Big Hole River, and maintain instream 
values of stream and riparian environments. The water is used for downstream irrigation and 
spring developments for livestock grazing. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 

Livestock Grazing: There are nine grazing allotments at the lower elevations with numerous 
fences and spring developments.  
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Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Thirty-one percent of the area is favorable for gold-silver vein deposits, 
which may also contain associated base metals. Five percent of the area is favorable for small 
vein deposits of gold, silver, and associated base metals. Thirty-six percent of the area is 
included in a high value known locatable mineral deposit area, and one percent is included in a 
medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. Twenty percent of the area has low oil & 
gas potential, and the remainder has very low potential. 

Heritage: There are known historic resources scattered throughout the region but none have 
been evaluated for significance. Some old mines date back to the late 1800s and early 1900s. An 
old mining community at Jahnke Lake in 1-943E and 1-943 contains the historic Ajax Mill, built 
at the turn of the century. There are no known prehistoric sites; however, aboriginal use of the 
area suggests a high probability such sites are present. 

Land Use Authorizations: Unit 1-943 contains a special use road to the Ajax Mine. 

Non-Federal Lands: There are 2587 acres of private lands in this roadless area. 

Disturbances: Mortality from bark beetles is increasing in lodgepole pine forests.  

Need 
Ecological: The West Big Hole is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section, and 
would contribute underrepresented riparian and wet land communities to designated Wilderness. 
Sensitive plant species not currently protected by Wilderness designation are found here as well 
as denning habitat for wolverine. 

Social: Various configurations have been supported for Wilderness by proponents who praise the 
scenic qualities, ruggedness, and opportunities for primitive recreation. There is also strong 
opposition to the recommendation from snowmobilers and some of the business community in 
Big Hole valley. Management allocation for the area remains contentious.  

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity is highest in unit 1-943. Natural integrity in the other areas has 
been reduced by isolated timber harvest, livestock grazing, and numerous low standard roads. 
There are opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. Parts of the area could be managed 
as Wilderness with some boundary adjustments. 

Availability: Permitted irrigations ditches are an obligation which may limit Wilderness 
availability. 

Need: The area would add lands, and would contribute underrepresented wet land and sensitive 
plant communities to the NWPS as well as wolverine denning habitat. Wilderness 
recommendation for the West Big Hole has received strong support and strong opposition from 
the public. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
West Big Hole, BDNF  1-943 56,857 High High High High 
West Big Hole, BDNF  1-943A 6,755 Low Moderate High Low 
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West Big Hole, BDNF  1-943B 14,766 Moderate High High Moderate 
West Big Hole, BDNF  1-943C 16,744 Moderate Moderate High Moderate 
West Big Hole, BDNF  1-943D 31,819 Low Moderate High Low 
West Big Hole, BNDF  1-943E 5,978 Low Moderate High Low 
Salmon-Challis N.F. 13-943   81,068 Not rated Not rated Not rated Not rated 
Total  213,987     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

West Big Hole IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 130,783 
Acres Added 1,999 
Acres Dropped -1,086 
GIS Acreage Recalculated 1,223 
2007 Total 132,919 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness 41% 42% 50% -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Summer Non-Motorized * 37% 51% 77% 48% 63% 58% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 40% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 61% 47% 21% 50% 35% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized -- 42% 63% -- 33% 28% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a -- -- -- -- 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 1% -- -- 4% 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 61% 61% 61% 61% 61% 61% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 13% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 8% 8% 5% 8% 5% 5% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

Portions of this IRA rated “High” for Wilderness suitability (Subunit 1-943) and were 
recommended for Wilderness in Alternatives 1, 2, and 3. Recommendation of this subunit 
protects high elevation secure wildlife habitat along the Continental Divide, adds 
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underrepresented riparian and wetland communities to the national Wilderness system, and adds 
to adjacent roadless area on the Salmon National Forest.  

The non-Wilderness recommendation for Subunit 1-943 in Alternatives 4, 5, and 6 and the 
portions excluded under Alternatives 1 and 2 does not positively respond to the Regional Needs 
Assessment or ensure long term protection of unique Wilderness resources and secure habitat. 
During this planning period, non-motorized allocations protect Wilderness characteristics in all 
parts but Ajax Lake Corridor. Winter motorized uses would continue in the central portion of the 
Subunit (Big Lake, Little Lake and Swamp Creek areas) in Alternatives 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6. This 
retains an area of established snowmobile use while preventing expansion into adjacent portions 
of the Subunit. Only Alternative 3 has no risk of effects on Wilderness characteristics.  

The remaining Subunits rated “Moderate” or “Low” for Wilderness suitability. In these subunits, 
activities allowed by Alternatives 2-6 have a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness 
characteristics in this area. Between the non-motorized and backcountry allocations in 
Alternative 6, however, there are increased assurances that motorized use will be expanded. 
Alternative 6 adds a requirement to maintain semi-primitive settings in the portion allocated to 
backcountry. Non-Wilderness recommendations in all alternatives allow established recreation 
uses and land use authorizations, like the road to Ajax Mine. 
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West Pioneer (No. 1-006) 
229,710 Acres 

Description 
The West Pioneer Roadless Area is located in 
the Pioneer Mountains in Beaverhead County, 
Montana. Several gravel access roads are 
available from the Pioneer Mountain Scenic 
Byway on the east, State Highway 278 on the 
south and west, and State Highway 37 on the 
north. In some areas the scenic byway is the 
roadless area boundary, with access available at 
turnouts along the road. 

Elevations range from 6,500 feet in the gentle 
lower terrain to 9,500 feet at the peaks of Odell, 
Shaw, and Stine Mountain. Ten cirque lakes lie 
near the crest of the range. Sagebrush and 
mountain grasslands dominate the vegetation 
along the perimeter. Sedges occupy meadows 
and stream courses in the higher elevations. 
Lodgepole pine is the dominate tree species, blanketing most of the remaining area, with 
whitebark pine present along ridges at the tree line. A stand of alpine larch, rare east of the 
continental divide in Montana, is located on Stine Mountain. Soils are shallow, rocky, loamy 
coarse sands in the uplands; and deep, poorly-drained sands and loams in the lower stringer 
meadows. 

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and Scenery: The area is mostly natural appearing and 
scenic integrity is high. Natural integrity has been affected by low standard roads, livestock 
grazing, and isolated patches of noxious weeds. The effects of fire exclusion throughout the 
forest are very apparent here, with dense or old and overgrown lodgepole pine a prominent 
feature of the landscape. Outside of the area are timber harvest, roads, and private ranching 
developments. The Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway, on the eastern edge, has several recreation 
developments, including campgrounds, trailheads, Elkhorn Hot Springs Resort, and Maverick 
Mountain Ski Area. These developments affect natural and scenic integrity on the perimeter.  

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Opportunities for solitude are best 
within the WPWSA (Area 1-006), and particularly in the southern half of the area in summer. 
Opportunities for solitude are less in 1-006 D, E, and F because of the sight and sounds of traffic 
from nearby highways and roads, including the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway in summer and 
its use as a national snowmobile trail in winter.  

Opportunities for primitive recreation are highest in the southern half in summer. Highways 
surround the area and further reduce primitive opportunities along the edges of the roadless area. 
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Area 1-006 E, a narrow strip, is too close to developments and the Byway to provide solitude or 
primitive recreation. 

Special Features: The West Pioneer Wilderness Study Area, Skull O’Dell Research Natural 
Area, and most of the Pioneer Loop National Recreation Trail. 

Manageability and Boundaries: 1-006, the West Pioneer Wilderness Study Area, has 
boundaries which are difficult to locate and manage. 1-006E is close to the Pioneer Mountain 
Scenic Byway, and would be difficult to manage as Wilderness due to the nearness of activities 
or sites and sounds. Area 1-006B has an excluded area near its center. The excluded area and 
Doolittle road system would make managing the area difficult. Areas 1-006 A and F would be 
difficult to manage due to their boundary locations. A manageable area could be made within the 
larger area, with boundaries located on identifiable features. 

Availability 
Recreation: The Pioneer Loop National Recreation Trail and other trails in the northern half of 
the area are used by backcountry enthusiasts using motorcycles and ATVs in summer. The 
southern half has nonmotorized summer trails. Horseback travel, hiking, and other nonmotorized 
activities are common throughout the area, especially during big game hunting season. The area 
is used for un-crowded backcountry snowmobiling in winter. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Wolverine denning and 
Canada lynx habitat are mapped and sightings of both species are documented. Westslope 
cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments. 

Water: All streams in this area are tributary to the Big Hole River. Streams maintain biological 
values, channel structure, and riparian function. Water from this area is used downstream for 
irrigation, and is distributed by ditches. There are many developed springs for livestock use 
within the area. Increases in water demand for fisheries requirements or for irrigation are likely.  

Livestock Grazing: There are several grazing allotments in the roadless area, including two in 
1-006A, three in 1-006B, five in 1-006C, four in 1-006D, three in 1-006E, and one in 1-006. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: Ninety-four percent of the area is favorable for small vein deposits of 
gold, silver, and associated base metals. Forty-two percent is favorable for molybdenum 
deposits. Less than one percent of the area is included in a high value known locatable mineral 
deposit area and eight percent is included in a medium value known locatable mineral deposit 
area. One percent of the area has geothermal resource potential. Forty-six percent has low oil & 
gas potential, while the remainder has very low potential. 

Heritage: The potential for prehistoric and historic cultural resources is unknown. Native 
American occupation in the past suggests sites may exist. 

Land Use Authorizations: There are no special uses which limit Wilderness potential.  

Non-Federal Lands: There are 573 acres of private lands in 1-006, 1-006B, C, and D. 
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Disturbances: There are infestations of spruce budworm at lower elevations and of mountain 
pine beetle in areas of dense lodgepole.  

Need 
Ecological: The West Pioneer roadless area is a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological 
Section, and would contribute underrepresented riparian and wetland communities, and upland 
shrub land and grassland cover types. The area would also contribute refuge for wolves, 
wolverine, lynx and native fish populations. 

Social: The West Pioneer Wilderness Study Area has about the same boundary as 1-006. Areas 
1-006A through 1-006F are outside of the WSA. The 1979 study by the Forest Service 
determined the West Pioneers Wilderness Study Area was not a good candidate for Wilderness. 
Congressional action is required in order to designate 1-006 as Wilderness, or to release it from 
WSA status. Some people asked that the West Pioneers WSA be recommended. Others strongly 
opposed recommendation because they seek to protect existing backcountry motorized 
recreation.  

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by a few roads and two track trails, grazing, and 
fire exclusion. The area can provide opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation, and 
includes the congressionally designated West Pioneer Wilderness Study Area. The existing 
boundaries include areas which would be difficult to manage. A new boundary could be drawn 
which would reduce the area’s size but would be more manageable. 

Availability: The area includes private lands where road access is established and there are 
concerns with availability. There are no other contractual obligations or resource needs which 
limit Wilderness availability. 

Need: The area would add lands and contribute underrepresented vegetation cover types to the 
NWPS. Wilderness recommendation for the West Pioneers has received both strong support and 
strong opposition from the public. 
Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA Acres* Capability Availability Need Suitability 
West Pioneer 1-006 151,092 Moderate High High Moderate 
West Pioneer 1-006A 12,297 Moderate High Moderate Moderate 
West Pioneer 1-006B 24,686 Low Moderate Moderate Low 
West Pioneer 1-006C 12,114 Low High Moderate Low 
West Pioneer 1-006D 9,553 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
West Pioneer 1-006E 10,603 Low Low Moderate Low 
West Pioneer 1-006F 9,364 Low High Low Low 
West Pioneer 1-006 Total 229,710     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 
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West Pioneer IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
1987 Total 251,864 
Acres Added 1,332 
Acres Dropped -19,892 
GIS Acreage Recalculated -3,594 
2007 Total 229,710 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 

Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness 1% -- -- -- -- -- 
Wilderness Study Area 65% 65% 65% 65% 65% 65% 
Summer Non-Motorized * 49% 46% 69% 46% 58% 13% 
Backcountry Recreation n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 20% 
Road-based n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1% 
Current Travel Plan Applies 51% 53% 31% 53% 42% n/a 
Winter Non-Motorized 8% 8% 15% 8% 8% 8% 
Fisheries Key Watershed n/a n/a 10% 10% 10% 10% 
Restoration Key Watershed n/a n/a 8% -- 1% -- 
Tentatively Suitable Timber 22% 22% 22% 22% 22% 22% 
Modeled Suitable Timber 9% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range 9% 9% 9% 9% 9% 9% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

None of the alternatives recommends the West Pioneer Wilderness Study Area (Subunit 1-006), 
for Wilderness. The FEIS states under Chapter 2, “Elements Common to all Action Alternatives” 
that Wilderness Study Areas set aside in 1977 through the Montana Wilderness Study Act, P.L. 
95-150 will be managed according to the Act and direction from Courts, regardless of 
alternative. Until Congress acts, the law requires the Forest Service to protect Wilderness 
character and allow continuation of uses in place prior to 1977. This does not prevent the Forest 
Service from making site specific decisions to close areas or trails in the future based on need. 

Subunits outside of the WSA (A, B, C, D, E and F) ranked “Moderate” or “Low” for Wilderness 
suitability and are not recommended for Wilderness in any alternative. Wilderness characteristics 
in these units are affected by adjacent development like surrounding highways, scenic byway 
activities, ski area, and other private developments.  
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Activities allowed by Alternatives 2-6 have a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness 
characteristics in this area. The non-motorized and backcountry allocations in Alternative 6, 
however, limit expansion of motorized use. Non-Wilderness recommendations in all alternatives 
allow established backcountry recreation uses and grazing management activities to continue. 
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Whitetail (No. 1-433) 
Haystack (No. 1-434) 

73,474 Acres 

Description 
Whitetail and Haystack roadless areas are located 
northwest and southeast of the Little Boulder 
River respectively in Jefferson County, Montana. 
Access is available on the Little Boulder and 
Whitetail Reservoir roads. 

Elevations range from about 5,100 feet along the 
northeastern corner to 8,862 feet at Haystack 
Peak. Whitetail Reservoir occupies the center of 
the large basin. Marsh flora in the basin is varied, 
with visible differences in six inch elevation 
increments. Overall the vegetation is a mosaic of 
forest and wet meadows interspersed with 
grasslands.  

Capability 
Integrity of the Natural Environment and 
Scenery: The natural appearance has been reduced by historic mining, tailing dumps, fencing, 
other range improvements, and heavy use by motorized recreational vehicles. Scenic integrity 
varies from moderate to high. Natural integrity has been affected by fluctuating water tables, and 
by livestock. 

Opportunities for Solitude and Primitive Recreation: Solitude is possible in numerous 
outcrops and dense timber. Challenging cross-country skiing is available. 

Special Features: None. 

Manageability and Boundaries: The boundaries are irregular and do not follow topographic 
features. The areas would likely need many boundary adjustments, signing and enforcement 
would be very difficult to manage as Wilderness.  

Availability 
Recreation: The area is hugely popular for ATV use in all seasons and snowmobiling in the 
winter. Visitors also use it for hiking and cross-country skiing. 

Wildlife: The IRA provides secure habitat for wildlife enhancing linkages and connectivity 
across the landscape in between GYA and forests to the west and north. Habitat for Canada lynx 
is mapped in both areas and wolverine denning habitat is mapped in Haystack. Westslope 
cutthroat trout inhabit some stream segments in both areas. 

Water: Streams maintain biological values, channel structure, and riparian function and is used 
for downstream irrigation during the summer. Increased demand for irrigation water is likely. 
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Livestock Grazing: The area supports a substantial amount of grazing around Whitetail 
Reservoir. 

Timber: There is no suitable timber base in this roadless area. 

Minerals/Oil & Gas: The entire Whitetail area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, 
silver, and associated base metals. Six percent is favorable for copper deposits. Sixty-four 
percent of the area is included in a high value known locatable mineral deposit area, and thirty 
percent is included in a medium value known locatable mineral deposit area. The entire area has 
very low oil & gas potential. 

The entire Haystack area is favorable for small vein deposits of gold, silver, and associated base 
metals. Less than one percent of the area is included in a high value known locatable mineral 
deposit area, and ninety-eight percent is included in a medium value known locatable mineral 
deposit area. The entire area has very low oil & gas potential. 

Heritage: Some surveys have been done and there are few recorded sites. There is a moderate 
potential for historic mining and logging sites and homesteads, and prehistoric occupation sites. 

Land Use Authorizations: Whitetail dam and some irrigation ditches are permitted.  

Non-Federal Lands: There are 522 acres of private lands in the Whitetail roadless area and 52 
acres of private lands in the Haystack roadless area. 

Disturbances: There has been a high mortality rate in lodgepole from mountain pine beetle since 
2000.  

Need 
Ecological: These areas are a part of the Beaverhead Mountains Ecological Section, and may 
contribute underrepresented plant communities. The IRA would provide representation of the 
Boulder Batholith, a unique geologic feature not presently represented in the Wilderness 
Preservation System. The Whitetail Haystack area would also contribute refuge for wolverine 
denning, lynx and native fish populations. 

Social: Support for recommendation of this area for Wilderness has been received from those 
who have supported Wilderness designation for all roadless areas. Opposition has been express 
by people who wish to maintain infrastructure and opportunities for motorized recreation. 

Suitability 
Capability: Natural integrity has been affected by mining, grazing, noxious weeds, and water 
impoundment. There are a few opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The area 
would need many boundary adjustments to be manageable as Wilderness. 

Availability: There are contractual obligations to allow maintenance of Whitetail Reservoir. 
These obligations are of concern for Wilderness availability in 1-433. There are no contractual 
obligations or resource needs which limit Wilderness availability in 1-434. 

Need: The area would add lands, may contribute underrepresented vegetative communities, and 
would add the unique geologic features of the Boulder Batholith to the NWPS. Wilderness 
recommendation for Whitetail and Haystack has received some support and strong opposition 
from the public. 
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Wilderness Evaluation Summary 

IRA  Acres* Capability   Availability Need Suitability 
Whitetail 1-433 52,419 Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Haystack 1-434 21,055 Moderate High Moderate Moderate 
Total 73,474     

*Nonfederal lands are excluded from the acreage. 

Whitetail/Haystack IRA Changes from 1987 to 2007  

Updated Acres by Map Categories BDNF Acres Only 
Whitetail 1987 Total 52,088 
Haystack 1987 Total 24,512 
Whitetail Acres Added 0 
Haystack Acres Added 547 
Whitetail Acres Dropped -1,083 
Haystack Acres Dropped -4,605 
Whitetail GIS Acreage Recalculated 1,414 
Haystack GIS Acreage Recalculated 634 
Whitetail 2007 Total 52,419 
Haystack 2007 Total 21,085 
Combined Total 73,504 

Note:  Recalculated acreage using GIS include changes to one or more of the following categories: land exchanges, refined 
mapping scales, updated acre calculation techniques, and/or mapping error corrections. 
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Alternatives and Environmental Consequences 
IRA Disposition by Alternative 

Roadless Acres in Allocation Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

Recommended Wilderness                           Whitetail -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Haystack -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Wilderness Study Area                                 Whitetail -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Haystack -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Summer Non-Motorized *                            Whitetail -- 75 % 89 % 69 % 74 % 82 % 
Haystack -- 72 % 83 % 72 % 72 % 65 % 

Backcountry Recreation                               Whitetail n/a n/a n/a n/a  17% 
Haystack n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 34 % 

Road-based                                                   Whitetail n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1 % 
Haystack n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- 

Current Travel Plan Applies                         Whitetail 99 % 24 % 10 % 30 % 25 % n/a 
Haystack 99 % 27 % 16 % 27 % 27 % n/a 

Winter Non-Motorized                                 Whitetail -- -- 72 % -- 74 % 74 % 
Haystack -- -- 59 % -- 59 % 59 % 

Fisheries Key Watershed                              
Whitet0ail 

n/a n/a 16 % 16 % 16 % 46 % 

Haystack n/a  n/a 26 % 26 % 26 % 26 % 
Restoration Key Watershed                          Whitetail n/a n/a 18 % -- -- 5 % 

Haystack n/a n/a 63 % -- 23 % 34 % 
Tentatively Suitable Timber                         Whitetail 73 % 73 % 73 % 73 % 73 % 73 % 

Haystack 71% 71% 71% 71% 71% 71% 
Modeled Suitable Timber                             Whitetail 16% -- -- -- -- -- 

Haystack 14% -- -- -- -- -- 
Modeled Suitable Range                               Whitetail 11% 11% 11% 11% 11% 11% 

Haystack 5% 5% 5% 5% 5% 5% 
Moderate Oil & Gas Potential                      Whitetail -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Haystack -- -- -- -- -- -- 

* Summer Non-motorized includes Recommended Wilderness and Some Wilderness Study Area allocations for Alternatives 1 
through 5. Summer Non-motorized, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Area allocations are mutually exclusive 
in Alternative 6. 

This IRA ranked moderate for Wilderness suitability and was not recommended for Wilderness 
under any alternative. 

A non-Wilderness recommendation under Alternative 1, prior to RACR may have affected 
Wilderness characteristics because it allocates 30% of the area to suitable timber base. Activities 
allowed by Alternatives 2-6 have a low risk of reducing existing Wilderness characteristics in 
this area. Alternative 3 and 6 protect the majority of the area with summer non-motorized 
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allocations and restoration key watersheds. Alternative 6 also limits expansion of motorized use 
by adding a requirement to maintain semi-primitive settings in the portion allocated to 
backcountry. A non-Wilderness recommendation in all alternatives except 3 allow most of the 
established backcountry recreation uses and management activities tied to grazing, dams and 
ditches and private land to continue. 



 




