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EXISTING CONDITION OF LANDS 
Land use activities considered in this analysis consist primarily of special use authorizations for non-
recreation activities such as private road use access to private land, utility corridors, and water transmission 
lines.  The project area boundary is the Continental Divide to the west and south and private land to the 
north (Basin Creek) and east (Roosevelt Drive) including parts of Thompson Park.   

Most of the special use authorizations are associated with the homes in the Roosevelt Drive and Herman 
Gulch area.  Within the residential area of Roosevelt Drive there are four private road permits that utilize 
National Forest System lands to access private property.  One of the private road permits provides access 
to an inholding within the project area of the Thompson Park boundary.  There are power and telephone 
line permits that run through the project area to provide service to private residences as well as the Red 
Mountain Lookout and Electronic Site.  There are other miscellaneous special use authorizations for 
residential water transmission lines, convenience exclosure (pasture not associated with an allotment).  
Butte Silver-Bow has a permit for a portion of the Basin Creek Reservoir No. 2 (upper reservoir).   

FOREST PLAN DIRECTION 
Forest Plans provide Forest-wide goals, objectives and standards, for subunits of the forest called 
Management Areas (MA’s).  The following paragraphs highlight MA standards for facilities that are relevant 
to the proposed action discussed in this assessment.    

Management Area A3 – Standard – Facilities:  1) Design needed roads that cross or are near the CDNST 
so that they are not unnecessarily disruptive to the trail users, 2) Provide “windows” for transmission 
corridors. 

Management Area C3 – Standard – Facilities:  1) Allow transmission corridors, 2) Permit road construction 
needed for surface management purposes and to access other management areas.  Road use may be 
restricted during certain periods to protect wildlife. 

Management Area D2 – Standard – Facilities:  1) Allow transmission corridors, 2) Permit road construction 
needed for surface management purposes and to access other management areas.  The season may be 
restricted to protect wildlife during the winter. 

Management Area E1 – Standard – Facilities:  1) Allow transmission corridors, 2) Plan road construction, 
reconstruction, and relocation compatible with the ROS and VQO class.  Construct roads for economically 
efficient timber management while protecting soils, watershed, and wildlife resources.   

Management Area J3 – Standard – Facilities:  1) Classify as an “avoidance” area for transmission 
corridors, 2) Permit no road and trail construction 
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ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS TO LANDS 

ALTERNATIVE 1 (NO ACTION) 
This alternative would not implement any harvest activity in the Basin Creek and Blacktail Watershed.   

Under the No Action Alternative fire potential would increase over time from accumulations of surface fuels 
(See Chapter 4 Fuels analysis).  If a fire were to start in the Herman Gulch or Roosevelt Drive area it would 
increase the risk to power lines under special use if a fire were to move through the southern portion of 
Basin Creek.  The power lines lead to the Highland Lookout and provide service to two communication 
sites on Red Mountain. 

This alternative would be in compliance with Forest Plan direction for facilities standards for all 
management areas.   

Alternative 1 would have no cumulative effect on land use resources  

ALTERNATIVE 2 
This alternative proposes to reduce fuels in the urban interface boundary on the north and east boundary of 
the project area.  The purpose is to reduce the threat to life and property from wildfire by removing 
hazardous fuels in high and moderate risk stands adjacent to private land.  Approximately 8 miles of 
temporary road would be constructed and then obliterated following the sale.   

This alternative would be in compliance with Forest Plan direction for facilities standards for all 
management areas.   

Alternative 2 would have no cumulative effect on land use resources  

ALTERNATIVE 3  
This alternative would buffer the forest/private boundary the same as with Alternative 2 and treat moderate 
and high risk stands to crown and stands with a risk of future high intensity surface fire on the slope below 
Roosevelt Drive. It would reduce fuels north of the Highland Road from the private residences in Roosevelt 
Drive to the private land south of Basin Creek Reservoir.  Approximately 17 miles of temporary road would 
be constructed and then obliterated following the sale.   

The effects of this alternative are the same as described in Alternative 2. 

Alternative 3 would have no cumulative effect on land use resources  

ALTERNATIVE 4 
This alternative would buffer the forest/private boundary the same as with Alternative 2, but would also 
include placement of fire suppression lines that would offer a safer environment for firefighters to initiate 
direct attack.  This would be accomplished by thinning tree densities in areas that most contribute to crown 
fires and removing dead trees in areas that would contribute to future high intensity surface fires.  
Approximately 17 miles of temporary road would be constructed and then obliterated following the sale.   
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This alternative includes thinning in the Basin Creek Roadless Area.  Within the roadless area, treatment 
will be accomplished using helicopter yarding methods. Feller bunchers and other equipment will enter on 
maintenance trails. In the mature lodgepole pine stands, large diameter trees will be removed. Within the 
roadless area approximately 5 miles of trail, including the Bear Gulch Trail #108, would be used to access 
areas to be thinned. 

The effects of this alternative are the same as described in Alternative 2. 

Alternative 4 would have no cumulative effect on land use resources  

ALTERNATIVE 5 
This alternative is the same as Alternative 4, excluding the Inventoried Roadless Area. 

The effects of this alternative are the same as described in Alternative 2. 

Alternative 5 would have no cumulative effect on land use resources. 
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