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Pedro, OH: The Hanging Rock Iron Region
was approximately 100 miles long and 28
miles wide (1,000 square miles) stretching
across a good portion of southeast Ohio and
extending into Kentucky and West Virginia.
There were 46 furnaces built in Ohio, most
between 1818 — 1873.

All of the ingredients for the early iron
industry were found in abundance in the
surrounding hills — sandstone and clay for
furnace construction; iron ore and limestone;
and timber for charcoal. For nearly a
century, this region produced the finest
quality iron in the United States, and by
1850 Ohio ranked second in pig iron
production and third in iron casting.

Most of the armament used in the Civil
War came from the Hanging Rock furnaces.
Iron ore played a major role in making Ohio
an industrial state. During the Civil War,
the demand for iron became so great that
many iron masters were said to have sent the
pigs of iron off before they cooled, and
occasionally the hot iron would set the
wagons on fire on the way to market.

Considerable amounts of raw materials
were needed to produce the iron, and the
forests, used to supply the charcoal fuel,
were soon depleted. Producing a ton of iron
required 150-200 bushels of charcoal, 5,000
pounds of ore, and 300 pounds of limestone.
Each furnace would produce an average of
8-12 tons of iron per day and 2,000-3,000
tons annually.

Each furnace had its own company
town, populated with hundreds of people
who worked at the furnaces — laborers,
teamsters, ore diggers, blacksmiths,
carpenters, charcoal makers, storekeepers,
bookkeepers, and the “ironmaster” or
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furnace manager. The workers were
normally paid in "script", which was money
printed by each furnace and redeemable only
at the Company Store. This kept workers
tied to the site since the script they earned
had limited use. The towns also included a
church, school, and graveyard.

In 1849, some of the ironmasters
incorporated a railway system. The 13 mile
railroad that served the furnaces was the
earliest railroad in this region. Small
communities also rose up around each of its
stops/stations.

Early predictions had boasted the iron
ore in the Hanging Rock region would never
be excelled in quality and was sufficient to
produce iron for 2,700 years. But shortly
after the Civil War, the Hanging Rock seams
were largely gone. As the circle of denuded
land required ever-farther hauls of wood for
charcoal, the furnaces began to bank their
fires for the last time. The last iron furnace
closed in 1916 and the laborers drifted west
to active ore fields.

Company script from the Etna Iron Works.

Forest Fact
The 236,500 acre Wayne National Forest is
one of 155 national forests.

Check out our Websites
www.fs.fed.us/r9/wayne
www.{s.fed.us/centennial
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