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Advancing innovations in collaborative conservation for the 
stewardship of our national system of parks and other special places



Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National 
Historical Park -

 
Vermont 

Oldest professionally managed forest in US -



The challenges we face are many - to name just a 
few:

•
 

Fragmentation of landscapes and homogenization of 
place

•
 

Loss of regional identity, distinctiveness and 
character

•
 

Unraveling of social and economic relationships to 
land –

 
youth flight

• Globalization of production and markets







Independent, Third-party Certification



Four Broad Criteria:

1.Forest Practices

2.Environmental Impact

3.Social Impact

4.Civic Engagement



Adding 
economic value 
associated with:

place            

heritage  

sustainable     
management  

local production 

craftsmanship



Park Related Products



Product 
Branding & 
Marketing



USNPS/Italian Parks Workshop

Local Typical Products: 
Parks and Communities Working Together for a 

Sustainable Future







Czech Republic: National Certification System
 (A Project of Natura 2000)

 
Krkonoše, Beskydy, Šumava

 
Regions



Czech Republic: Participating Regions

•PRAGUE









Atlas objectives:

•
 

establishing alliances between producers, 
protected areas and local communities 

•
 

identify, certify, and market local/regional 
specialty products that sustain healthy landscapes 
& communities

•
 

build a network of PA’s & producers doing this 
work & evaluate branding options



Cuyahoga Valley National Park   Ohio



Nicodemus National Historic Site  Kansas



Golden Gate Nat’l Parks / Crissy
 

Field Store  California



Shelburne Farms National Historic Landmark  Vermont



What are the benefits?



New Opportunities for Sustainable Tourism:

●
 

promoting sustainability

●
 

authentic experiences & products
●

 
interaction with local people



Greening of Protected Area Services
●

 
local & organic produce ●

 
certified sourcing



Food from Local Agriculture: Providing 
People With a Choice



New Partners and Friends
 and New Stories of People and Place



Wendell Berry has written, “
 

We are living on 
the far side of a broken connection...”

 
The Atlas project is designed to explore new and 

creative ways to re-establish a connection  -
 between parks and living cultures; between 

public lands and the stewardship of farms and 
forests; between people and the food they eat, 
and between park visitors, communities and a 

more sustainable future.





What is the role of public lands?
Taking the Long View…

•
 

Moving Beyond Boundaries
–

 

Working in a larger landscape and social context for change
–

 

Re-assessing the role of public lands as a community partner

•
 

Reaffirming A Sense of Place
–

 

Creating place-based approaches that respect and reaffirm local culture 
and ecology

–

 

Emphasizing care and commitment, rather than fear and enforcement
–

 

Cultivating an active and aware citizenry 

•
 

Building Networks and Social Capital
–

 

Developing long-term approaches for long-term issues
–

 

Fostering social resilience to respond to rapid changes



Re-building healthy 
food systems, linking:

classrooms 

cafeterias

local farms  

communities
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