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National Forest Trails 
Trails are a key part of many outdoor recreation 
experiences but their condition can be taken for granted.  

National Forest trails are built and maintained by the US 
Forest Service, but dollars and people to do the work are 
in short supply. 

You can help keep the trails open and safe by reporting 
trail conditions, especially early in the summer when 
little is known about the past winter’s damage. Reports 
taken late in the fall, or anytime, are useful in planning 
the next years work. 

Adopt-A-Trail 
Another way to help with trails is to become involved in 
the Adopt-A-Trail program, in which interested clubs or 
organized groups take on volunteer maintenance 
responsibility for a portion of a trail. If you are 
interested in the program, contact the District Trail 
Manager. 

How to Report 
The most efficient method to report trail conditions (and 
have them posted quickly for other users to access) is to 
e-mail your report to jholmes@fs.fed.us or call Jim at 
530 623-1725. Jim authors the Web-based Trinity Alps 
Trail Condition Report every Thursday and 
disseminates the updated information to all the Shasta-
Trinity’s Ranger Districts. Information can also be 
reported to Ranger District Offices, the Forest 
Supervisor’s Office or to Forest Service personnel in the 
field. If you can, be sure to include the trail name and 
number (if available), the condition of the trail, and 
approximate locations of damage or obstructions, and 
the date observed. 

Also we’ve found that photos are very useful for us in 
determining the best method for trail repair. 

Use the back of this brochure or any piece of paper, or 
report in person. 

In the Meantime 
While hiking trails for pleasure, you can remove debris 
from the trail and scatter it on the lower or downhill 
side. You can remove rocks over three inches in 
diameter, but be sure not to endanger anyone who might 
be on the trail below you. Where cairns are used to mark 
the trail, you can help keep them intact. Picking up 
people-caused litter is in order any time and greatly 
appreciated. 

Terms you should know 
Cairn - A constructed mound of rock located adjacent 
to a trail to mark it in the open, alpine areas. 

Ford - A natural stream-crossing that has been 
improved sufficiently for use by saddle or pack animals 
and hikers. 

Switchback - A sharp, short-radius curve in the trail, 
used on hillsides to reverse the direction of travel and to 
gain or lose elevation. 

Abandoned or relocated - Debris (limbs, rocks, etc.) 
placed deliberately across a trail means the trail is no 
longer in use. 

Trail tread - The surface portion of the trail upon 
which the traffic moves as distinct from a backslope 
ditch or shoulder. 

Waterbar - A device for turning water off the trail. 
They are usually made with logs, stones, or soil cement 
and installed at about a 30° angle across the trail. 

Cross drain - A dip constructed by contouring the 
material of the trail itself. It serves the same purpose as 
a waterbar. 

Washouts - Where a trail-tread has been obliterated by 
heavy water flow from whatever source. 

Slide or rockfall - Earth or rocks that have fallen across 
the trail or taken out a portion of the trail. 

Windfalls - Trees or heavy branches that have been 
blown down on the trail, usually during winter storms. 

Things you should report 

 Damage to a stream ford, 
switchback, trail tread, 
waterbar, or cross drain. 

 Impassable boggy areas. 

 Trees down across the trail. 

 Dangerous Stream crossings. 

 Snow Conditions. 

 Damaged or missing trail 
signs. 

 Damaged or destroyed 
bridges. 

 Anything else worth 
reporting. 
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All Are Welcome 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

USDA Service Center 
Shasta-Trinity National Forest 
3644 Avtech Parkway 
Redding, CA 96002 
(530) 226-2500 (voice) 
(530) 226-2490 (TDD) 

Big Bar Ranger Station 
Star Route 1, Box 10 
Big Bar, CA 96010 
(530) 623-6106 (voice) 
(530) 623-6129 (TDD) 
 

Hayfork Ranger Station 
P.O. Box 159 
Hayfork, CA 96041 
(530) 628-5227 (voice) 
(530) 628-5222 (TDD) 

McCloud Ranger Station 
P.O. Box 1620 
McCloud, CA 96057 
(530) 964-2184 (voice) 
(530) 964-2692 (TDD) 

Mt. Shasta Ranger Station 
204 West Alma 
Mt. Shasta, CA 96067 
(530) 926-4511 (voice) 
(530) 926-4512 (TDD) 

Shasta Lake Ranger Station 
14225 Holiday Road 
Redding, CA 96003 
(530) 275-1587 (voice) 
(530) 242-5526 (TDD) 

Weaverville Ranger Station 
P.O. Box 1190 
Weaverville, CA 96093 
(530) 623-2121 (voice) 
(530) 623-6010 (TDD) 

Yolla Bolla Ranger Station 
2555 State Highway 36 
Platina, CA 96076 
(530) 352-4211 (voice) 
(530) 352-4212 (TDD) 

 

Trail Condition Report 
 

Trail Name _______________________________________     Reported by _____________________________________ 
 

Forest or Area _____________________________________     Date ___________________________________________ 

Approximate location Description of the trail condition 
 
Example: 1/4 mile up trail from Boulder Creek Two 24” diameter trees down across the trail on a steep slope. 


