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Change to Standard VE33 for Broadcast Spraying of Pesticides 
 
Administrative corrections are defined at 36 CFR 219.7(b) and may be made at any time and are 
not plan amendments or revisions.  Administrative corrections include the following: 

1) Corrections and updates of data and maps; 
2) Corrections of typographical errors or other non-substantive changes; 
3) Changes in the monitoring program and monitoring information; 
4) Changes in timber management projections or other projections of uses and activities; 
5) Other changes in the plan document or set of documents that are not substantive changes 

in the plan components. 
 
Forest Plan Chapter II, page II-20 
 
Forest Plan Standard VE33 for Pesticide Management states: 
“Where broadcast sprays are used on federal projects, an untreated zone of at least 100 feet must 
be left adjacent to private property, unless the private property owners waive this restriction in 
writing.” 
   
Standard VE33 is corrected to: 
Where broadcast sprays are used on federal projects, an untreated zone of at least 100 feet must 
be left adjacent to private property when landowners object to the spray treatments in writing. 
 
This correction is a change in the plan document that is not a substantive change in the plan 
components [36 CFR 219.7(b)(5)].  The change is not substantive because the same general 
protection is provided by this change as by the original standard.  The original standard was 
created to address private landowner concerns about the potential impacts of chemical 
pesticides—such as contamination of water sources, or damage to non-target species such as 
ornamentals, vegetables, or fruit trees—should they drift onto their property from where they are 
being applied on federal lands.  The corrected standard would continue to ensure that the Forest 
Service applies a 100-foot buffer zone along private property when a landowner has concerns 
about potential impacts and submits those concerns to the Forest in writing.  Objections are 
needed “in writing” so that the Forest Service has documentation that the concerns are from the 
actual landowner and not a third party that objects to pesticide spraying in general.  This change 
does not absolve the Forest Service from making all reasonable efforts to contact landowners 
within the treatment area about proposed pesticide application, as described in Standard VE35.  
 
This correction is being made for the reasons described below: 
 
• The corrected standard would be more consistent with similar procedures currently required 

by the State of West Virginia.  This consistency will be important when large-scale pesticide 
spraying projects are coordinated between the Forest Service and State. 

 



  

• Past project history has shown that landowner objections to adjacent federal pesticide 
treatments are typically exceptions to the rule.  Most landowners not only support federal 
treatment of noxious weeds or pests adjacent to their property, some request that treatments 
be extended onto their property to reduce impacts on their land as well. 

 
• The original standard wording may complicate or even compromise the large-scale spray 

application of organic pesticides, such as those used to suppress gypsy moth activity.  Even 
for pesticides that are known to be relatively benign to human health, water quality, and non-
target animal and plant species, the original standard would still require a buffer to be applied 
along private property, or a written waiver from the landowner to allow spraying within 100 
feet of their property.  Gypsy moth spraying can occur over many thousands of acres at a 
time, potentially involving dozens or hundreds of adjacent landowners.  Leaving untreated 
strips between federal and private lands could compromise the effectiveness of treatments 
and increase the risk of future tree defoliation on federal and private lands.  Obtaining 
waivers for treatment from large numbers of landowners, some of whom may be absentee or 
may share land ownership with others, can be very difficult and time-consuming, which 
could be a potential hindrance to successfully completing projects that have a very narrow 
window for implementation. 

 
• As noted above, the Forest would still use all reasonable efforts to notify adjacent 

landowners or persons within the treatment area prior to pesticide application, as required by 
Standard VE35 (Forest Plan, p. II-20).  These efforts include various news media releases, 
scoping letters, local postings, website alerts, and phone contacts where applicable.  Thus, the 
Forest’s obligation to inform the public about proposed pesticide spraying, and the 
opportunity for the public to alert the Forest of their objections to that spraying, would not be 
changed with this correction to Forest Plan Standard VE33.              

 
 
Corrected page II-20 is attached. 
 



Chapter II  Forest-wide Management Direction 

 II - 20 

Management Direction for Vegetation 
Type Number Direction Description 

Standard VE21 

On-Forest source sites for gravel and borrow materials shall be inspected for NNIS before 
materials are processed, used, or transported from the source site to the project area. Gravel 
or borrow material source sites with NNIS present shall not be used, unless effective 
treatment or other mitigation measures are implemented to prevent the spread of NNIS.  

Standard VE22 
Projects that may contribute to the spread or establishment of noxious weeds shall be 
designed to include measures to reduce the potential for spread and establishment of noxious 
weed infestations. 

Guideline VE23 All seed used on National Forest System lands should be certified to be free of seeds from 
noxious weeds listed on the current All States Noxious Weeds List.  

Guideline VE24 

NNIS management should determine the presence, location, and amount of infestations.  
Management strategies should also identify:  
a) Methods and frequency for treating infestations,  
b) Treatment procedures and restrictions,  
c) Reporting requirements, and  
d) Follow-up or monitoring requirements. 

Guideline VE25 Special use permits should include language where appropriate to reduce the risk of NNIS 
invasion and spread.  

Integrated Pest Management 

Goal VE26 
Use Integrated Pest Management methods to minimize or prevent the development of pest 
problems (includes all pests, e.g., insects, disease, vegetative, or animal).  Provide training to 
field-going personnel for detecting evidence of insect or disease activity. 

Guideline VE27 Where pest problems occur, the selection of corrective measures should take into account 
management objectives, effectiveness, safety, environmental protection, and cost. 

Pesticide Management 

Goal VE28 Provide for safe and effective pesticide use on the Forest when needed as part of an 
Integrated Pest Management strategy. 

Standard VE29 
All permittee, licensee, and grantee pesticide-use proposals and plans shall be reviewed to 
ensure that pesticide use on NFS lands complies with FS requirements.  Proposals and plans 
shall be approved by the appropriate line officer. 

Standard VE30 
Allow utility companies to maintain their rights-of-way through NFS lands using pesticides 
and other integrated vegetation management treatments, based on an appropriate 
environmental analysis.  

Standard VE31 

Aerial application of pesticides is prohibited when rain or foggy weather is present or 
predicted within 4 hours of application.  Avoid aerial application when wind velocities would 
cause excessive drift, or high temperature or low relative humidity would prevent adequate 
coverage.  Adjust droplet size to attain adequate coverage and reduce the risk of drift. 

Standard VE32 Unless specifically registered for aquatic use, ground application of pesticides shall be 
conducted such that they do not enter surface waters, wetlands, or sink holes.  

Standard VE33 
Where broadcast sprays are used on federal projects, an untreated zone of at least 100 feet 
must be left adjacent to private property when landowners object to the spray treatments in 
writing. 

Standard VE34 When a water carrier is used on pesticide projects and water is drawn from natural sources, 
the natural source must be protected from back siphoning.  

Standard VE35 All reasonable efforts shall be made to notify adjacent landowners and persons within the 
treatment area prior to application of restricted use pesticides.  

Guideline  VE36 During environmental analysis for pesticide use, other reasonable alternatives should be 
evaluated to achieve the purpose and need of the project.  

Guideline VE37 Pesticide application within or adjacent to developed recreation areas should be limited to 
periods when the potential of pesticide exposure to Forest users is minimal.  
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