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 Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines - Water

Water

Some standards as indicated also appear in the Rocky Mountain Region Watershed Conservation 
Practices (WCP) Handbook, FSH 2509.22. This handbook contains design criteria associated with 
each standard, which provides additional guidance and clarification.

Stream Channels
1201. Conduct actions so that stream pattern, geometry, and habitats are 
maintained or improved toward robust stream health. STANDARD (Regional WCP 

Handbook Standard 5)

1202. Move stream channels only if all other practical alternatives to protect 
critical resources or capital investments have been exhausted and other legal 
requirements have been met. If streams are put in channels: 

a. Use methods that create stable beds and banks and beneficial aquatic habitat 
features; and

b. Use stream geometry relationships to reestablish meanders, width/depth ratios, etc. 
consistent with each major stream type. 

GUIDELINE

1203. Design and construct all stream crossings and other instream structures to 
provide for passage of flow and sediment, withstand expected flood flows, and 
allow free movement of resident aquatic life. STANDARD (Regional WCP Handbook Standard 

4)

1204. Naturally occurring debris shall not be removed from stream channels 
unless it is a threat to life, property, important resource values, or otherwise 
covered by legal agreement. GUIDELINE
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1205. When projects are implemented which can affect large, woody debris, retain 
natural and beneficial volumes of large, woody debris for fish habitat, stream 
energy dissipation, and as sources of organic matter for the stream ecosystem. 
GUIDELINE

1206. When stabilizing damaged stream banks, preferentially use methods 
that emphasize vegetative stabilization. Use native vegetation for streambank 
stabilization whenever possible. GUIDELINE

1207. Manage water-use facilities to prevent gully erosion of slopes and to 
prevent sediment and bank damage to streams. STANDARD (Regional WCP Handbook 

Standard 8)

1208. Design water developments to minimize damage to channel capacity, 
aquatic habitat and riparian vegetation. GUIDELINE

Instream Flows
1209. Manage vegetation treatments so that stream flows are not changed to the 
extent that long-term stream health is degraded. STANDARD

1210. Maintain enough water in perennial streams to sustain existing stream 
health. Return some water to dewatered perennial streams when needed. Comply 
with Section 505 of the FLPMA and 36 CFR 251.56 when issuing and re-issuing 
authorizations for water storage and diversion facilities. STANDARD (Regional WCP 

Handbook Standard 7)

Water Quality
1211. Place new sources of chemical and pathogenic pollutants where such 
pollutants will not reach surface or ground water. STANDARD (Regional WCP Handbook 
Standard 15)

1212. Apply runoff controls to disconnect new pollutant sources from surface and 
ground water. STANDARD (Regional WCP Handbook Standard 16)

1213. Apply chemicals using methods which minimize risk of entry to surface and 
ground water. STANDARD (Regional WCP Handbook Standard 17)

1214. Where natural background water pollutants cause degradation, it is 
not necessary to implement improvement actions. Short-term or temporary 
failure to meet some parameters of the applicable federal or state standard, 
such as increased sediment from road crossing construction or water resource 
development, may be permitted in special cases. GUIDELINE 


