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Mineral And 
Energy Resources

General Requirements - Reclamation
1501. A Plan of Operations shall contain proposed reclamation objectives 
and practices to maintain water quality and soil stability during mining and 
exploration activities, including post mining and exploration, and any temporary 
shutdowns. Reclamation objectives should include the planned uses of the 
management area or reasons why these uses can no longer be achieved. STANDARD

1502. Reclamation will be considered satisfactory when the disturbed area has 
been reclaimed in accordance with the operating plan. STANDARD

General Requirements - Cave Protection
1503. For all operating plans or leasing activities proposed within 2 miles of 
Jewel Cave National Monument, or any known passageway that extends outside 
the Monument boundary, coordinate environmental assessment and operating 
plan approval with Monument personnel to assure protection of the cave complex. 
STANDARD

1504. In karst areas (Minnelusa and Paha Sapa or Madison Limestone), consider 
special precautions in operating plans to avoid damage to significant cave 
resources. STANDARD

General Requirements - Riparian Protection
1505. Utilize existing regulations and policies to minimize effects of mineral 
extractions in riparian areas. If reclamation is not done concurrently, reclamation 
of mined areas will begin immediately following mining activity. Reclamation 
will follow existing landform and vegetative characteristics as much as feasible, 
unless management objectives require otherwise. STANDARD
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1506. Minimize disturbance to the riparian area by mineral activities. Initiate 
timely and effective rehabilitation of disturbed areas and restore riparian areas to a 
state of productivity comparable to that before disturbance.

a. Prohibit the depositing of material from drilling, processing or site preparation in 
natural drainages.

b. Locate the lower edge of disturbed or deposited soil banks outside of natural 
drainages and riparian areas.

c. Prohibit stockpiling of topsoil or any other disturbed soil in natural drainages or 
riparian areas.

d. Prohibit mineral processing (milling) activities within natural drainages or riparian 
areas.

GUIDELINE

1507. Confine heavy equipment use in riparian areas to areas necessary for 
mineral extraction. GUIDELINE

1508. Require monitoring of mining mitigative measures in riparian areas to 
insure that the measures are effective and in compliance with applicable water-
quality standards. GUIDELINE

Locatable Minerals
1509. *For classified lands not withdrawn from operations under the general 
mining laws (research natural areas, national recreational areas, special interest 
areas such as “scenic”, “botanical”, and “geologic”, national historical sites, and 
“scenic” and “recreation” segments of wild and scenic rivers): 

a. The status of classified lands with respect to withdrawal must be checked before an 
operating plan can be approved. 

b. Provide for reasonable protection of the purposes for which the lands were 
classified. 

c. Reclaim disturbed lands to a condition suitable for the purposes for which the lands 
were classified. 

d. Pursue withdrawals where appropriate.
STANDARD

1510. Developed recreation areas should be withdrawn from locatable mineral 
entry. Maintain existing withdrawals. GUIDELINE

1511. *DELETED
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Leasable Minerals
1512. See the accompanying Oil and Gas Leasing Map for areas available for 
leasing and stipulations to be included in leases. GUIDELINE

1513. Include stipulations for floodplains and wetlands in all leases that contain 
floodplains or wetlands that exceed 200 meters in width. STANDARD

1514. The following stipulations are available for use when appropriate (See 
Appendix N):

Lands of the National Forest System under jurisdiction of the Department of 
Agriculture
No surface occupancy;
Timing limitations;
Controlled surface use; and
Floodplain and wetland lease notice.

STANDARD 

1515. Recommend against, or deny consent to the Bureau of Land Management, 
for issuance of leases or permits where operational damages to surface resources 
would not be reclaimed to acceptable conditions (per Forest Plan direction). 
Operational damages to surface resources include impacts from surface-based 
access, product transportation, and ancillary facilities necessary to production and 
related operations. STANDARD

1516. Negative recommendations or consent denials will be based on 
consideration of the following criteria for areas with:

a. Slopes steeper than 60 percent, or 40 percent in designated Wilderness and 
Classified Lands, high erosion hazard rating, and high geologic hazard rating.

b. Low visual absorption capability that prevents reclamation to established Scenery 
Integrity Objectives.

c. Habitat of individual plant or animal species identified as needing special 
management to prevent a need for listing as a threatened or endangered species, 
where the intrusion cannot be satisfactorily mitigated.

GUIDELINE

1517. Forest Service authorization of geophysical prospecting will include terms 
and conditions controlling operating methods and times to prevent or control 
adverse impacts on surface resources and uses. STANDARD 

1518. In designated Wilderness, geophysical prospecting, when authorized, 
will be subject to terms and conditions insuring that operations will be done 
by methods and at such times that there will be no adverse impacts on surface 
resources. 

•

•
•
•
•
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a. Geophysical prospecting will be authorized on leased lands and on lands for which 
the Forest Service will recommend or consent to the issuance of leases and permits 
(leasable lands).

b. Geophysical prospecting may be authorized:

1. For no-lease lands adjacent to leased or leasable lands when the operator 
can show that geophysical information is necessary for exploratory drilling, or 
for field development on the leased/leasable lands in the event of a discovery 
of producible oil, gas, or geothermal resources on leased lands.

2. For no-lease lands when the prospecting proponent can show that the 
geophysical information is necessary for extending subsurface interpretation 
from leased/leasable lands across no lease lands to other leased/leasable lands. 
The proponent must also demonstrate that the information can be gained in no 
other way without significant adverse impacts on surface resources.

GUIDELINE

1519. Developed recreation areas are unavailable for mineral leasing. STANDARD

1520. Surface management for private oil and gas minerals will be negotiated 
with the owner and operator to be as close as possible to the standards used for 
Federal minerals; prohibiting such development is not an alternative. STANDARD

Mineral Materials
1521. Withdrawals of lands from operations of the mineral leasing acts will be 
requested only in exceptional situations. Normally, withdrawals from disposal of 
common variety mineral materials are unnecessary. The Forest Service has total 
discretionary authority for such disposal. STANDARD


