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Management Area 3.2A
Inyan Kara Mountain

Theme:  This area is managed for protection of unusual scenic, 
heritage, historical, cultural, geological, botanical, zoological, 
paleontological, spiritual and other special characteristics.
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Management Area 3.2A
1,304 Acres

Less than 1 percent of Forest
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Setting: Inyan Kara is a tree-covered, dome-like upheaval entirely 
surrounded by a grass-covered prairie. Because it is an isolated mountain, there 
is no evidence of recent timber harvest or development. The 1,397-acre site is 
completely surrounded by private land, and the Forest Service has no permanent 
right-of-way access. Because of its unique characteristics, Inyan Kara is 
considered a Special Interest Area.

Activities and Opportunities:
Non-motorized	Dispersed	Recreation Yes
On-Road	Motorized	Vehicles No	Roads
Off-Road	Motorized	Vehicles No,	except	administrative
Timber	Harvesting No
Livestock	Grazing Yes
Mineral	Development Valid	and	Existing	Rights	Only

Desired Future Condition: Inyan Kara Mountain offers a 
primitive setting where natural processes are evident. There may be many dead 
trees apparent due to fire, insect and disease infestations. There also may be older 
trees and pockets where the trees are thick. Dog-hair stands occur sporadically. A 
considerable amount of down, dead woody material occurs throughout the area.

Visitors seldom hear or see any motorized vehicles in this management area. 
Under the most typical circumstances, users find a sense of solitude. Hiking 
and wildlife viewing is available. From the top of the mountain, the visitor can 
see many miles, overlooking prairies mainly to the west and north. Volcanic 
rock formations are prominently visible, including columns of laccoliths. It is 
necessary to acquire right-of-way access to these National Forest Lands.
Ponderosa pine is the most conspicuous tree species, although Rocky Mountain 
juniper, aspen and other hardwoods also occur. 
Heritage resources are not restored or enhanced for visitor interpretation, but are 
protected in accordance with laws and regulations. Wildlife representative of a 
prairie/forest ecosystem are present on this isolated mountain.
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Management Area Goals and Objectives  
Social Elements

Heritage Resources
3.2A-401. Emphasize opportunities for heritage resource research. GOAL

Administrative Elements

Lands
3.2A-501. Acquire permanent access across private lands. OBJECTIVE

Management Area Standards and Guidelines 
Physical Elements

Minerals
3.2A-1501. Withdraw from mineral entry in conformance with Section 204 
of Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (PL 94-579). All lease 
applications will have “no surface occupancy” stipulation. No mineral material 
permits will be issued. STANDARD

Biological Elements -- Flora

Forest Communities
3.2A-2101. Accept natural succession. STANDARD

3.2A-2102. Tentatively suitable lands within these areas do not contribute to the 
allowable sale quantity and are not part of the suitable timber land base. STANDARD

Rangeland
3.2A-2501. Livestock grazing is permitted at current levels. STANDARD

3.2A-2502. Allow new improvements only when they are necessary to maintain, 
restore or enhance the values inherent in a primitive setting where natural 
processes are evident. GUIDELINE

Disturbance Processes

Fire and Fuels
3.2A-4101. Protect heritage resources from fire-suppression activities. STANDARD 
3.2A-4102. Allow natural fuel build up and deterioration through natural 
processes including prescribed natural fire (PNF) when covered with an approved 
PNF strategy. GUIDELINE
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Insect and Diseases
3.2A-4201. Allow insect and disease infestations to run their course. STANDARD

Social Elements

Recreation
3.2A-5101. The recreation opportunity spectrum (ROS) class is primitive. 
GUIDELINE

Scenery Management
3.2A-5601. The adopted scenic integrity objective (SIO) is Very High. GUIDELINE

Heritage Resources
3.2A-6101. Protect significant heritage sites. STANDARD

3.2A-6102. Do not provide interpretive facilities at heritage resources sites; do not 
restore or enhance heritage resources for recreational purposes. STANDARD

Administrative Elements

Special Uses
3.2A-8501. Manage surface occupancy to reduce impact on historic values. 
STANDARD

3.2A-8502. Appropriate authorizations are required for collection of rocks, 
minerals or paleontological materials. STANDARD

Transportation and Travel
(Exceptions to travel restrictions/prohibitions may be allowed for administrative 
uses.)
3.2A-9101. Mitigate resource damage from existing roads. STANDARD

3.2A-9102. Prohibit new road construction or reconstruction of existing roads. 
STANDARD

3.2A-9103. Motorized and mechanized road and off-road travel is prohibited. 
STANDARD

3.2A-9104. Over-the-snow motorized travel is prohibited. STANDARD


