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Management Area 4.2B
Peter Norbeck Scenic Byway

(Section Within the Norbeck Wildlife Preserve)

Theme:  This area is managed to emphasize visually appealing 
landscapes in roaded settings, while meeting overall wildlife objec-
tives for the Norbeck Wildlife Preserve.
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Management Area 4.2B
1,694 Acres
Less than 1 percent of Forest
6.5 Percent of Norbeck Wildlife Preserve
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Setting: The Peter Norbeck Scenic Byway is a 70-mile drive, through the 
heart of the Black Hills granitic core. The Byway includes parts of U.S. Highway 
16A (the Iron Mountain Road), S.D. Highway 87 (the Needles Highway), 
S.D. Highway 89 (the Sylvan Lake Road) and S.D. Highway 244 (the Mount 
Rushmore Highway). The Byway introduces travelers to magnificent scenery, 
including vistas of Harney Peak, and to rock tunnels and pigtail bridges. The 
Scenic Byway lies adjacent, or provides access to, Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial and Custer State Park. More than 3 million visitors a year travel the 
Scenic Byway.

Much of the Peter Norbeck Scenic Byway winds through the Norbeck Wildlife 
Preserve, which was established by Congress in 1920 for the “protection of game 
animals and birds and to be recognized as a breeding place therefor.” It is this 
portion of the Byway to which Management Area 4.2B applies. The remainder 
of the Byway is managed in accordance with Forest-wide direction for travel 
corridors.

Activities and Opportunities:
Non-motorized Dispersed Recreation Yes
On-Road Motorized Vehicles Yes
Off-Road Motorized Vehicles No, except administrative
Timber Harvesting Limited
Livestock Grazing Yes
Mineral Development Restricted

Desired Future Condition: Ponderosa pine is the most 
conspicuous tree species, but travelers also see stands of white spruce, aspen, 
birch, bur oak and other hardwoods. Natural openings, meadows of various sizes 
and shapes, and rock outcrops often interrupt the forested areas, adding visual 
diversity. While a variety of tree sizes and ages occurs, “yellow-bark” pine in 
park-like stands are striking.

Landscapes adjacent to the road corridors appear natural. Management activities 
are likely to be less visible and be of shorter duration than in other areas of the 
forest. Openings are cut in tree stands to open up vistas and panoramic settings. 
In the middle and background of the area, seen from the road corridor and from 
recreation sites along it, evidence of management activities (such as tree cutting 
and prescribed burning for wildlife habitat) may be more obvious.
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Interpretive signing describes historical and natural conditions of the area. 
Recreational facilities, including pull-overs, are provided for safety reasons, and 
so that travelers can get out of their cars, take photographs and enjoy the sights 
and sounds of the forest. There are a limited number of trailheads, consistent 
with wildlife protection in the interior of the Norbeck Wildlife Preserve. Signs 
of people using the area are quite obvious along paved highways and within 
developed recreation sites. The highways and recreation sites may be busy, 
especially during the summer months. Motorized travel is limited to highways 
and developed recreation sites. Roads leading to the interior of Norbeck Wildlife 
Preserve may be closed and gated.

The traveler sees tracts of private land with varying degrees of development. In 
the vicinity of Keystone, some evidence of mining can be seen from the corridor. 
Livestock grazing is rarely seen. Logging traffic may be encountered between 
Labor Day and Memorial Day.

Management Area Goals and Objectives  

Biological Elements -- Flora

Forest Communities
4.2B-201. Manage tree stands to enhance visual quality. Manage for large, 
yellow-bark ponderosa pine in open, park-like conditions, consistent with wildlife 
needs for cover and for a mix of species and structural stages. Emphasize vista 
openings, rock outcroppings and hardwood stands. GOAL

4.2B-202. Reduce pine density to a 30-basal area or less in front of massive rock 
outcroppings. OBJECTIVE

4.2B-203. Create one- to five-acre openings to provide wildlife food sources, to 
increase scenic panoramas, and to improve the opportunities to view wildlife, 
unless wildlife cover needs dictate otherwise. OBJECTIVE

Administrative Elements

Real Estate
4.2B-501. If buyer and seller are willing, use any available legal authority to 
acquire isolated tracts of private land which contain perennial streams, contribute 
to wildlife protection, or contribute to protection of scenery. (See Appendix E.) 
OBJECTIVE

4.2B-502. Consolidate ownership of lands generally east of the Iron Mountain 
Highway under any available legal authority. (See Appendix E.) OBJECTIVE
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Management Area Standards and Guidelines 
If there is conflict between management of the Peter Norbeck Scenic Byway 
and the direction for Norbeck Wildlife Preserve (Management Area 5.4A and 
Appendix E), the latter will take precedence, based on the Congressional mandate 
for Norbeck.

Physical Elements

Water
4.2B-1201. At a minimum, the following will be identified as protected stream 
courses:

 Pine Creek   Grizzly Bear Creek
 Iron Creek   Spokane Creek
 Sunday Gulch   Toll Gate Creek
 Battle Creek   Lost Cabin Creek
 Palmer Creek   Lower portion of Willow Creek
STANDARD

Minerals
4.2B-1501. Issue no mineral material permits for commercial development of 
common variety minerals. STANDARD

4.2B-1502. Prohibit mining activities as specified by the Regional Forester’s July 
28, 1989, prohibition found in the Record of Decision for the Norbeck Wildlife 
Preserve EIS, and in accordance with PL-747. (See Appendix E.) STANDARD

4.2B-1503. All applications for lease will have the “no surface occupancy” 
stipulation for this management area. STANDARD

Biological Elements -- Flora

Forest Communities
4.2B-2101. Suitable lands are available for timber production and contribute to 
the allowable sale quantity. STANDARD

Rangeland
4.2B-2501. Livestock management strategies in allotment management plans 
should meet the recreational objectives for the management area. GUIDELINE
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Disturbance Processes

Fire and Fuels
4.2B-4101. *Manage fire and fuels through various methods to improve wildlife 
habitat and to protect the biological and scenic values of the area, but in the 
wildland-urban interface the priority will be fuel reduction. STANDARD

Social Elements

Recreation
4.2B-5101. The recreation opportunity spectrum (ROS) class is roaded natural. 
GUIDELINE

4.2B-5102. New recreation facilities or improvements should provide for public 
health and safety, resource protection, and/or interpretation. Discourage facilities 
which would create or encourage additional recreation use of the interior of 
Norbeck Wildlife Preserve. (See Appendix E.) GUIDELINE

4.2B-5103. Prohibit camping within 300 feet of highways and forest development 
roads, except in developed campgrounds. STANDARD

Scenery Management
4.2B-5601. The adopted scenic integrity objectives (SIO) is high. GUIDELINE

Administrative Elements

Real Estate
4.2B-8101. National Forest System lands may be conveyed out of federal 
ownership under any legal authority, only if such conveyance meets specific 
criteria. (See Appendix E.) GUIDELINE

Facilities
4.2B-8401. Efforts to reduce or eliminate the impacts to scenic quality should be 
scheduled. Facilities should be designed, located and managed in compliance with 
the SIO of the area and should enhance the experience and enjoyment of the users. 
GUIDELINE

Special Uses
4.2B-8501. Authorize land occupancies only if they are compatible with scenic 
byway management and wildlife needs. STANDARD
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4.2B-8502. Issue term special-use permits for existing recreational residences. No 
new recreational residences or additions to existing structures are permitted. (See 
Appendix E.) STANDARD

4.2B-8503. Existing outfitter-guide permits for horseback riding may continue 
as long as terms of the permits are met and resources can be protected. Do not 
expand existing permits or allow new outfitter-guide permits for any activities 
(See Appendix E.) STANDARD

Transportation and Travel
4.2B-9101. Retain existing highways. GUIDELINE

4.2B-9102. Prohibit log hauling from National Forest System lands between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day. GUIDELINE

4.2B-9103. Permit only road signs necessary to provide safety, traffic 
management, and interpretation. GUIDELINE

4.2B-9104. Restrict motorized recreational travel to designated routes and areas. 
STANDARD

4.2B-9105. Over-the-snow motorized travel is restricted to designated routes or 
areas. GUIDELINE

4.2B-9106. Limit motorized administrative travel to emergencies and work which 
cannot be accomplished by other means. (See Appendix E.) GUIDELINE


