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Best Management Practices
A best management practice (BMP) is “a practice or combination of practices that 
are determined by a State after problem assessment, examination of alternative 
practices, and appropriate public participation to be practicable and most effective 
in preventing or reducing the amount of pollution generated by diffuse sources 
to a level compatible with water quality goals” (40 CFR 130). The emphasis of 
BMPs is on non-structural controls, such as vegetative buffer strips, that lead 
to good land stewardship and the prevention of nonpoint pollution. Structural 
controls, such as check dams, will be implemented when necessary. 
Silvicultural BMPs address timber harvest and road building in order to control 
nonpoint pollution of water. BMPs govern tree felling, skidding, log landing, the 
construction of temporary roads, the construction and maintenance of permanent 
(system) roads, slash disposal and timber-stand improvements. 
BMPs are:

(1) developed by the States of South Dakota and Wyoming to ensure 
compliance with federal and state water-quality standards.

(2) the minimum requirements.

(3) incorporated by reference as guidelines into the Forest Plan. Therefore, 
even if either the State of South Dakota or Wyoming were to decide the use of 
BMPs were voluntary, the use of BMPs or similar water and soil conservation 
practices on Forest System lands in the Black Hills would not be voluntary.

(4) not mitigations. BMPs are the practices Forest Service managers follow so 
that mitigations are not necessary.
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Wyoming BMPs:
(1) cover those concerns that need monitoring, including sediment and 
dissolved oxygen.

(2) establish procedures for determining the width of riparian buffers based 
on slope, stream classification, channel stability, condition of fisheries habitat, 
and other dependent resources; they also establish those activities allowed 
within the buffer.

(3) provide guidelines on the design of timber units to ensure no decrease 
of water quality or soil productivity, and no increase of soil erosion or 
sedimentation.

(4) provide direction, such as designating skid trails, to carefully control 
skidding patterns; they also suggest end-lining and felling to the lead.

(5) suggest the types of harvest methods to use in high-risk areas.

(6) provide guidelines on the design and location of landings.

(7) provide guidelines on erosion control along skid trails.

(8) suggest practices to protect stream channels from management activities.

(9) give consideration to planning road locations, including road drainage, 
stream protection, safety, traffic and erosion concerns. 

(10) suggest practices to prevent soil erosion and consequent water-quality 
degradation (such as the construction of water-bars on fire lines) descriptions 
of the types of burns, and emergency rehabilitation measures like seeding, 
fencing, and channel structures. 

The USDA-Forest Service Rocky Mountain and Intermountain regions recently 
entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (FS Agreement #05-MU-
11020000-021) with the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). 
The purpose of the Agreement is to promote effective cooperation between the 
two parties to protect water quality and designated uses. In the Agreement, the 
Wyoming DEQ approved the use of the Forest Service-Rocky Mountain Region 
Watershed Conservation Practices Handbook (FSH 2509.25 R2 Amendment) as 
meeting the requirements of Best Management Practices in complying with the 
Wyoming Nonpoint Source Management Plan.
South Dakota BMPs, like Wyoming BMPs, cover road planning and location, 
road drainage, stream-crossing design, slope stabilization, design of logging 
systems, and consideration of skid-trail systems when harvesting takes place 
within riparian buffer zones. 
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The State of South Dakota has finalized and released its BMP’s for silvicultural 
and road building practices. Both states have also prepared, or have in draft form, 
BMP’s for grazing practices.

Best Mineral Management Practices
In addition to BMPs, Best Minerals Management Practices (BMMPs) are 
used on the Black Hills National Forest. The Best Minerals Management 
Practices document provides Forest managers, government agencies and the 
mining industry with a uniform set of basic practices and procedures for use in 
maintaining environmental quality during and following mining exploration and 
development. 
BMMPs have been developed primarily by the States of South Dakota and 
Wyoming, the Forest Service and the mining industry.
BMMP procedures are guidelines. When properly used, these guidelines allow 
mining to be accomplished while minimizing long-term adverse environmental 
impacts. The intent of BMMPs is to provide equivalent habitat upon completion 
of exploration or mining operations. BMMPs will periodically be reviewed and 
updated, and new management techniques will be added and described to the 
BMMP document as they prove successful.
BMMPs address such concerns associated with mining as stream rehabilitation, 
road construction and maintenance, water quality, soil management, seeding of 
disturbed sites, revegetation protection, small animal habitat, bird habitat, pre-
mining vegetation inventories, storage of petroleum products, test drill holes and 
test drill hole sites.
NOTE: BMPs and BMMPs standards and guidelines are incorporated in the 
Forest Plan by reference. 


