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Management Area Standards and Guidelines
Following is further information for some of the Standards and Guidelines in the 
Norbeck Wildlife Preserve (Management Areas 4.2B and 5.4A).
1. (4.2B-1502; 5.4A-1203) Prohibit mining activities in portions of the Norbeck 
Wildlife Preserve as specified by the Regional Forester’s July 1989 prohibition 
and in accordance with PL-747.

a. Within habitat identified as critical in the July 1989 Norbeck EIS, mining 
operations requiring more than 2 weeks’ continual work and/or involving 
more than 300 acres are prohibited from December 1 through July 31 
annually.
b. Within critical wildlife habitat (as defined above), blasting may occur only 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
c. Hiding cover for wildlife will be maintained along access roads.
d. Topsoil must be stockpiled and/or hauled in for reclamation.
e. Reclamation seed mixtures will be those specified in Best Minerals 
Management Practices.
f. Apply other special requirements to protect the environment, such as 
riparian areas.

STANDARD

2. (5.4A-2503) Prevent habitat degradation adjacent to  water sources.
a. Do not permit livestock access to created water sources except 
impoundments of less than three acres.
b. Unregulated livestock access to water impoundments behind dams must be 
less than 50 percent of the impoundment perimeter.
c. Maintain late seral stage vegetation on at  least 20 to 50 percent of the area 
within a 100 to 400 foot radius around all created water resources, except 
impoundments behind dams.

GUIDELINE
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3. (5.4A-3205).  In habitat critical to wildlife, as defined in the Norbeck EIS 
(7/89), the season of operations is limited to August through November for 
mining, vegetation treatment, road work and other activities requiring more than 
two weeks’ continual work and/or involving more than 300 acres.  GUIDELINE

4. (5.4A-5102, 9107) The predominant Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) 
class is semi-primitive non-motorized. Specific areas and travel routes are open 
year-round or seasonally for motorized recreation. Otherwise, the area is closed to 
motorized recreation, including snowmobiling.

a. Off-road motorized recreation is permitted in the detached Stockade Lake 
tract, in portions of Norbeck north of Highway 244, and in the vicinity of 
Keystone.
b. Motorized recreation is permitted year-round on federal and state highways, 
county roads, access to private land, and FDR 345 from Highway 87 through 
the Iron Creek summer home group. Motorized recreation is permitted 
seasonally on access roads to developed recreation sites.

GUIDELINE

5. (4.2B-5102; 5.4A-5104) New recreation facilities and improvements are 
prohibited, except for interpretive or directional signing (including trail closure 
signs), and measures to protect public health/safety or wildlife, soil or water 
resources.

a. At Willow and Iron Creek horse camps, maintain existing facilities and 
make improvements necessary to protect resources.
b. Provide facilities at existing trailheads consistent with resource protection.

GUIDELINE

6. (4.2B-501; 5.4A-501)  If buyer and seller are willing, use any available legal 
authority to acquire isolated tracts of private land which contain perennial streams 
and/or contribute to wildlife protection. Tracts in Sections 7, 8, 17, and 18, T2S, 
R5E are desirable for acquisition. 
GUIDELINE

7. (4.2B-8101; 5.4A-8101) National Forest System lands may be conveyed out 
of Federal ownership under any legal authority, only if such conveyance meets 
specific criteria.

a. Resolves encroachment of permanent high value improvements, such as 
houses or other structures with permanent foundations; 
b. Constitutes an administrative transfer to Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial of isolated tracts adjacent to the Memorial’s boundary; or
c. Resolves a Forest Service administrative problem, in that it reduces the 
number of small, isolated tracts of National Forest System land; creates no net 
loss of wildlife habitat Forestwide; and maintains the integrity of the forested 
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setting, as viewed from the visitor center at Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial.

GUIDELINE

8. (4.2B-502; 5.4A-502)  Consolidate ownership of lands generally east of the 
Iron Mountain Highway, specifically in Sections 8, 9, 16, 17, 20, 21, T2S, R6E 
under any available legal authority. GUIDELINE

9. (4.2B-8502; 5.4A-8502) Issue term special-use permits for Lafferty, Iron Creek, 
Camp Remington, Grizzly Creek and Sunday Gulch recreational residences. 
No new recreational residences or additions to existing structures are permitted. 
STANDARD

a. If a permit is relinquished without transfer, the structure will be removed 
and no new permit issued. GUIDELINE

b. If an individual recreation residence burns or is otherwise severely 
damaged, it may be rebuilt, but not expanded in size. GUIDELINE

c. In the event of catastrophic loss or damage to all or most summer homes in 
a group, do not permit rebuilding; offer in-lieu sites elsewhere if consistent 
with current policy.  GUIDELINE

d. A recreation residence permit may be terminated for cause, such as non-
payment of fees, in which case the structure will be removed and no new 
permit issued. GUIDELINE.

10. (4.2B-8503; 5.4A-8503) The three outfitter-guide permits for horseback riding 
existing in July 1989 (Lantis -- Centennial Trail, Palmer Gulch KOA, Rushmore 
Resort and Campground) may continue as long as terms of the permits are met 
and resources can be protected. Do not expand existing permits or allow new 
outfitter-guide permits for any activities. GUIDELINE

11. (5.4A-8504) Special events may be permitted if they create no adverse effect 
on wildlife during critical seasons and do not conflict with direction for Black Elk 
Wilderness.

a.  Yearlong, maximum party size is 25 people and/or recreation stock. Party 
size limits of fewer than 25 people and/or recreation stock may be established, 
if resource conditions warrant. Parties larger than established limits may be 
allowed on a case-by-case basis under special use permit when compatible 
with wildlife needs. 

GUIDELINE
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12. (5.4A-9101)  Manage road use to provide for habitat needs of wildlife and to 
maintain habitat effectiveness. Construct new local roads or reconstruct existing 
local roads needed for management activities. Physically block and revegetate 
local roads between periods of use.

a. Minimize local road construction and reconstruction standards, i.e., 12-
foot driving surface, 50-foot curve radius, with spot graveling only in deep, 
unstable soils.

GUIDELINE

13. (5.4A-9105)  Prevent conflicts between log hauling and recreational traffic. 
Prohibit log hauling from Memorial Day to Labor Day on Highways 16A, 244, 
89 and the Palmer Gulch Road (FDR 350). Allow hauling on FDR 345 during the 
summer season, except on weekends and holidays from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day. Speed limit on FDR 345 is 15 mph; dust palliatives are required prior to and 
during cutting/hauling to maintain visibility. GUIDELINE

14. (4.2B-9106; 5.4A-9108) Limit motorized travel for administrative purposes to 
the following:

(1) Highways, roads, and areas open to all traffic;

(2) Emergencies threatening human life or property;
(3) Work which will benefit wildlife and cannot be achieved without vehicles;
(4) Correction of conditions which are adversely affecting soil or water 
resources; and
(5) Access to mining claims.

GUIDELINE


