
Appendix E - Past, Present and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Activities   
 
The following is a summary of activities.  More specific information related to these activities is available in the project file.   
 
Table 1: Past Activities Which are Decade Specific 
 

Decade of 
Activity 

Type of Activity Acres or 
structures 

Associated Project  
Name (s) 

Comments 

1980-1989 Timber Harvest 5,043 Wabash, Bellestar, Ruby, Bull Springs, 
Sourdough, Minnie, Bear Mtn, timber 
sales 

Includes patch clearcutting, shelterwood 
prep cut, shelterwood seedcut, overstory 
removal and commercial thinning.  

 Aspen Release 151 Wabash, Sourdough, Release, Mountain, 
Bull springs timber sales 

 

 Meadow Restoration 3 Sourdough timber sale  
 Site Preparation 105 Bellestar, Wabash timber sales  
 Precommercial thin and 

release 
1,789 Sourdough, BullSprings, Bellestar, 

Wabash 
 

 Fuels-lop and scatter or 
pile 

961   

 Burn Piles 147   
 Range Seed and Plant 5   
 Range Dugouts 3   
 Pine encroachment 7   
 Weed spraying 97   
 Grass/Forb seeding 7  Seeding in disturbed areas 
 Willow Planting 3   
1990-1999 Timber Harvest 1,063 Limestone, Release, Firewood, 

Sourdough, Bear Mtn, timber sales 
Includes patch clearcutting, shelterwood 
prep cut, shelterwood seedcut, overstory 
removal and commercial thinning.  

 Aspen Release 398 Sourdough, Release, Bear Mtn, Bull 
springs, Firewood 

 

 Meadow Restoration 44 Bear Mtn  
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 Site Preparation 269 Sourdough  
 Precommercial thin and 

release 
176 Minnie, Ruby, Bear Mtn  

 Permanent Clearing 5 Bear Mountain Lookout  
 Aspen Regeneration 39 Firewood, Sourdough  
 Wabash Timber Sale 

Sold 
1,106  No harvesting, but road building is 

complete.   
 Fuels-lop and scatter or 

pile 
120   

 Burn Piles 339   
 Range structural 

improvements  
26  Includes springs, wells, fences, tanks, 

dugouts.  
 Weed Spraying 304   
 Saginaw Mine <1 acre  Plan of Operations approved-no mining 

since 1992.   
 Fencing 10 acre  French Creek riparian area and aspen 

protection. 
 Wildlife Guzzler 1 guzzler   
 Grass/Forb Seeding 142   
 Willow Planting 8   
 Road closure berms 4 each  Habitat access management 
 Channel Stabilization 

structures 
7 each  French Creek 

 Aspen Release 226 acres   
 Aspen Regeneration 39 acres   
 Patch Clearcut 2 acres   
    
    
2000-2004 Timber Harvest 2,849 Limestone, Limestone 2, Crawford Includes patch clearcutting, shelterwood 

prep cut, shelterwood seedcut, overstory 
removal and commercial thinning.  

 Aspen Release 87 Limestone  
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 Precommercial thin and 
release 

1818 Limestone  

 Aspen Regeneration 38 Limestone  
 Fuels-lop and scatter or 

pile 
1,775   

 Burn Piles 254   
 Weed Spraying 73   
 Grass/Forb Seeding 97   
 Willow Planting  4   
 Fencing 2  Willow protection fence 
 Aspen Regeneration 38   
 Patch Clearcutting 140   
 Wildfire  350 acres  Approx 350 acres of the 82,000+ acre 

Jasper fire of 2000 was within the project 
area.  This fire mainly burned to the west of 
the project area.  

 
 
 
Table 2: Past Activities Not Decade Specific 
 

Activity/Action 
 

Measure Comments 

System Road Construction and Maintenance 60 miles  
Non-System Road Construction and 
Maintenance 

26.8 miles  

Road Construction and Maintenance on Private 
land 

7 miles  

Wildfire < ¼ in size 24 fires  
Wildfire ¼ - 1 acres in size 10 fires  
Wildfire 5000+ acres 1 fire* *This refers to the 82,000+ ac Jasper fire which burned mainly to the west.  

Approximately 350 acres of this fire burned within the Bugtown Gulch 
project boundary.   
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Private land structures 49 structures Includes houses, barns, outbuildings 
Bear Mountain Lookout and Communication 
Site 

5 permit holders 
and Forest Service

Sites includes FS cabin and tower plus additional buildings, antennaes, 
towers for the permit holders.  

Subdivisions with year round residents and 
utilities 

5 within project 
area

Fork, Fork II, Danby Park, Big Medicine, Diamond E.  

Road easements 7  
Cave Exploration and identification 6 caves caves have been identified within the project area 
Bear Mountain Quarry  5.5 acres Is approx 500 feet west of the project boundary.  
Mineral exploration and Development Completed between 1800’s and 1930’s—there are approximately 10 known 

vertical shafts 
Classified as Open to Mineral Entry under the 
1872 mining law 

 

Firewood gathering throughout  
Livestock Grazing throughout French Creek, Junction, Limestone and Tenderfoot Allotments 
Dispersed recreation throughout Hunting, hiking, biking, camping, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, 

OHV use, driving for pleasure.  
Snowmobile trail ~3 miles Groomed trail within project area 
Bear Mountain Ski Trail ~ 1 mile Receives minimal use 
Other activities throughout Christmas tree cutting, bough collecting, etc occurs in low numbers 
Thinning and Timber harvest on Private lands Some private landowners have indicated in scoping that they have or plan to 

thin their property in the near future.   
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Table 3 Current Activities/Actions  
 

Activity/Action 
 

Measure Comments 

Bear Timber Sale <250 acres sanitation and thinning in areas hard hit by beetles in north end of project 
area 

Elliott Timber Sale <250 acres sanitation and thinning in areas hard hit by beetles in north end of project 
area 

Warren Gulch thinning 64 acres A small portion (64 acres) of this project is within the project area.   
Standing dead firewood cutting area ~75% of project 

area
Opened January 2005, north of FDR 284.  

Road Maintenance variable Dependent on needs 
Firewood gathering throughout  
Livestock Grazing throughout French Creek, Junction, Limestone and Tenderfoot Allotments 
Dispersed recreation throughout Hunting, hiking, biking, camping, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, 

OHV use, driving for pleasure.  
Snowmobile trail ~3 miles Groomed trail within project area 
Bear Mountain Ski Trail ~ 1 mile Receives minimal use 
Other activities throughout Christmas tree cutting, bough collecting, etc occurs in low numbers 
Thinning and Timber harvest on Private lands Some private landowners have indicated in scoping that they have or plan to 

thin their property in the near future.   
 

Mountain Pine Beetle Epidemic throughout  
Bear Timber Sale <250 acres sanitation and thinning in areas hard hit by beetles in north end of project 

area 
Goldrun and Sawmill Timber sale <250 acres each To the North on Mystic District. Sanitation and thinning in an area impacted 

by mountain pine beetle.  
Active Timber Sales on Mystic Includes Slice, Odakota, Annabelle, Dutch, and Hat sales on Mystic 

District.  All are to the North of the Bugt9own Project Area.   
Wabash Timber Sale ~1,500 acres The Wabash sale includes units within and to the south of Bugtown project 

area.  The sale is sold, no harvesting has occurred. 
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Table 4 Reasonably Foreseeable Future Activities  

Activity/Action 
 

Measure Comments 

Wabash Timber Sale 1,106 acres These units are expected to be harvested.  Sale closes in 2008. 
Range developments 8 each Includes fencing, dugouts, wells and spring development in the Tenderfoot, Junction and 

Limestone allotments.  
Weed spraying ~300 acres Limestone, Limestone II and Crawford areas  
Weed Biocontrol 20 acres Limestone II 
Road Maintenance variable Dependent on needs 
Firewood gathering throughout  
Livestock Grazing throughout French Creek, Junction, Limestone and Tenderfoot Allotments 
Dispersed recreation throughout Hunting, hiking, biking, camping, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, OHV use, 

driving for pleasure. Some use may increase, particularly OHV use.  
Snowmobile trail Use ~3 miles Groomed trail within project area 
Bear Mountain Ski Trail Use ~ 1 mile Receives minimal use 
Other activities throughout Christmas tree cutting, bough collecting, etc occurs in low numbers 
Thinning and Timber harvest on 
Private lands 

Some private landowners have indicated in scoping that they have or plan to thin their 
property in the near future.   

Cave Evaluations Known caves will be evaluated for significance 
New subdivisions Given current trends, it is likely that additional private lands may be subdivided and that 

new residences may be constructed.  
Wildfires The frequency, size and intensity of possible wildfires will depend upon various factors, 

including weather (drought), ignition means, and fuels loadings which will be vary by 
what alternative is selected.   

Mountain Pine beetle Pine beetle activity is expected to continue in the project area. The degree of activity 
will be dependent upon several factors including which alternative is implemented for 
this project.     

Mining Applications for quartz Possible, but no applications have been received at this time.  
Timber sales It is likely that some timber harvest will be proposed in the project area if a no action 

alternative is selected.  Less likely if an action alternative is selected. 
 Maintenance of Fences Willow, aspen and riparian protection fences which currently exist.  
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Maintenance of Wildlife Guzzler 1 guzzler  
Placer Mining for Gold 2 Two small scale placer gold mining claims are approved on French Creek.  Each are 

very small scale operations.  
Goat timber sale  ~5,000 This sale is to the east of the project area and is expected to be sold within the next few 

years.  This sale is on hold until completion on the Phase Ii Forest Plan Amendment. 
Approx half of this acreage is commercial treatment and half is non-commercial 
treatments.  

Vestal Project Area 1,000-3,000 
acres

Planning in this project area will begin within the next few years. Possible timber 
harvest, fuels reduction, wildlife projects, road construction and/ or closure and 
associated mitigation.  Implementation may begin in 2008. 

Annabelle, Dutchman, Bobcat, 
Longdraw Timber Sales 

<250 acres each Areas planned for suppression and prevention of mountain pine beetle infestation on the 
Mystic District to the north of the Bugtown gulch project area.   

Elmo Project Planning 20,000-40,000 
ac

Project area is north of Bugtown gulch on te Mystic District.  Planning in this project 
area will begin within the next few years. Possible timber harvest, fuels reduction, 
wildlife projects, road construction and/ or closure and associated mitigation.  
Implementation may begin in 2009. 

Deerfield Project ~40,000  acres Approximately 5 miles north of Mystic Ranger District.  Purpose of project is to reduce 
potential for large scale Mountain Pine beetle infestation, reduce potential for large scale 
wildfire and restore hardwoods and meadows.  The ROD was signed in October 2005. 
The Deerfield decision amendment would allow for reduced winter habitat effectiveness 
for deer and elk in management area 8.2.  In addition, the Deerfield project will allow 
for removal of MPB infested trees in management area 8.2.   
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