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Goal 11*:
EnhancE or maintain thE natural ratE of rEcovEry 
aftEr siGnificant firE and othEr natural EvEnts 
whilE maintaininG a mosaic of fuEl-loadinG 
conditions to facilitatE futurE firE supprEssion 
activitiEs.



I - 38  Black Hills National Forest 

Goals and Objectives

Goal 11:
Enhance or maintain the natural 
rate of recovery after significant 
fire and other natural events 
while maintaining a mosaic 
of fuel-loading conditions to 
facilitate future fire suppression 
activities.

Discussion: 
After a disturbance event an ecosystem 
is capable of restoring itself over time. 
Management actions can be used to speed this 
process and reduce the intensity and extent of 
subsequent events such as a reburn of fallen 
dead trees over a large landscape. While some 
fire or insect-killed areas are an essential 
habitat component for several emphasis 

species and will be conserved, treatments can 
be used to break up the continuity of dead 
trees to provide defensible space so fire crews 
can slow or stop wildfires. As with Goal 10, 
management is used to provide a more even 
flow of goods and services from the forest. The 
cost of treatment can be high and the economic 
value of insect or fire-killed trees is short, often 
less than a year. Treatment must occur shortly 
after the disturbance event to recover value.

Objectives:
11-01. *NEW. Achieve a non-emergency watershed condition as soon as possible after an 
event but generally no later than 3 to 5 years.

11-02. *NEW. Achieve a fuel-loading mosaic within 3 to 5 years and reassess as 
conditions change over time.

11-03. *NEW. Following a wildfire, dead trees will be available for value recovery. Retain 
50 percent of the recent (0 to 5 years) stand-replacing fire acreage up to 10,000 acres 
Forest-wide. Generally the highest priority areas to retain are those with greater than 
70-percent pre-fire canopy closure. The following will be included in determining if the 
10,000-acre figure has been met: stand-replacing fire and associated out-year fire/insect 
mortality, and relatively large blocks of stand-replacing insect outbreaks that can be 
combined into 1,000-acre areas. Standard 2301a does not apply to the salvaged area.

11-04. *NEW. Encourage and conserve the establishment of shrubs in moderate-to-high 
intensity burn areas the first 5 years following a wildfire.
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