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APPENDIX C – PAST, PRESENT, and FORESEEABLE ACTIVITIES in the SLATE  
CASTLE PROJECT AREA 

 
Much of the activity that has occurred within the project area has been timber sales and related 
activities, which include: 
 
Table 2.  Past Timber Sales 
 

Sale Award Date Closed Acres ** Silviculture System 
Bittersweet 12/1981 12/1988 2228 Shelterwood 
South Slate 10/1984 06/1988 1744 Shelterwood 
Myersville 12/1986 06/1991 719** Shelterwood 

Slate 04/1987 06/1991 2478 Shelterwood 
Mystic 09/1988 09/1995 2108 Shelterwood 

Accidental 03/1989 03/1993 1005 Shelterwood 
Newton 09/1992 12/2003 668** Shelterwood 

Flannagan 07/1994 06/2003 911 Shelterwood 
Crooked 11/1998 12/2005 803 Shelterwood 
Angle 07/2001 07/2004 699 Shelterwood 

Reddog/Slice* 04/2002 OPEN 803** Shelterwood 
Mercedes 11/2003 04/2008 613** Shelterwood 
Lost Park* 04/2004 OPEN 709** Shelterwood 
Dutchman 03/2005 03/2006 102** Shelterwood 

East Slate Bug 08/2006 12/2007 591 Shelterwood 
Red Tiger* 07/2008 OPEN 249 Shelterwood 

*     Active Sales 
** Approximate treated acres within SC project area 
 
Table 3.  Approximate Acres for Past Activities: (Activities recorded since 1982)  
 

Activity Description Units 
Activity Fuels Prescribed Broadcast Burn 25 Ac. 
Burning of Activity Fuels Piles 699 Ac. 
Burning of Natural Fuels Piles 80 Ac. 
Certification of Natural Regeneration without Site Prep 7016 Ac. 
Commercial Thinning 7345 Ac 
Hardwood Restoration 269 Ac 
Individual Tree Selection 98 Ac. 
Inland Fish Habitat Inventory 126 Ac. 
Invasive Species Treatment 2626 Ac. 
Leave Trees – Wildlife 783 Ac. 
Meadow Restoration 161 Ac 
Natural Fuels Prescribed Broadcast Burn 1267 Ac. 
Non-commercial Thinning need eliminated without 
treatment 

307 Ac. 
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Activity Description Units 
Non-commercial Thinning – Individual or Selected 
Trees 

12677 Ac 

Non-commercial Thinning – Cleaning needs Addition 7847 Ac. 
Overstory Removal 4,543 Ac 
Overstory Removal – Cable Yarding 802 Ac 
Patch Clearcut 44 Ac 
Piling of Activity Fuels 28 Ac. 
Piling of Natural Fuels 6 Ac. 
Post Treatment Timber Stand Improvement Evaluation 4192 Ac. 
Pruning 23 Ac. 
Range Control Vegetation 2 Ac. 
Range Cover Type Conversion 29 Ac 
Range Piling Slash 108 Ac. 
Range Seeding and Planting 194 Ac. 
Rearrangement of Natural Fuels 7 Ac. 
Rehabilitation of Burn Piles – Natural Fuels 61 Ac. 
Removal Cut 42 Ac. 
Removal of Activity Fuels 865 Ac. 
Removal of Natural Fuels 850 Ac. 
Salvage Cut (Intermediate Treatment, not Regeneration) 29 Ac. 
Seed Tree Cut 738 Ac 
Seeding/Reseeding without Site Prep  180 Ac. 
Botany Survey 24,150 Ac. 
Shelterwood Establishment Cut (Seed Cut) 1,714 Ac. 
Shelterwood Establishment Cut – Cable Yarding 424 Ac. 
Site Preparation for Natural Regeneration 846 Ac. 
Special Harvest (Diameter Limit) 44 Ac 
Stand Diagnosis Prepared 1724 Ac. 
Stand Examination Data Collection 38,271 Ac. 
Stand Silviculture Prescription 1111 Ac. 
Stocking Surveys 12278 Ac. 
T&E Species Survey 2501 Ac. 
Timber Harvest Evaluation 3313 Ac. 
Timber Stand Improvement – Thinning 7029 Ac. 
Watershed Resource Non-Structural Improvements 
Erosion Control 

10 Ac. 

Wildlife Habitat Edge Treatment 103 Ac. 
Wildlife Habitat Inventory 7776 Ac. 
Wildlife Habitat Mechanical Treatment 495 Ac. 
Wildlife Habitat Prescribed Fire 3358 Ac. 
Wildlife Habitat Regeneration Cut 289 Ac. 
Wildlife Habitat Rehabilitate Openings 82 Ac. 
Wildlife Habitat Seeding and Planting 64 Ac. 
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Activity Description Units 
Natural fuels prescribed broadcast burning since 1982 3171 Ac. 
Castle Cut and Cow Castle Mine Closures 
(Gate Installation) 

1280 Ac. 

 
Present / Foreseeable Actions 
 
The project area contains overhead and underground distribution and transmission power utility 
lines under special use permits to Black Hills Electric Cooperative, Quest, and Golden West 
Telephone.  Maintenance is ongoing for these facilities. 
 
Firewood gathering and Christmas tree cutting by permit will continue to occur within the area. 
 
Road / Utility right-of-way clearing – Road construction and maintenance and right-of-way 
brushing can be expected to continue on non-National Forest System lands.  Road construction, 
reconstruction, and decommissioning are expected to continue to move towards Forest Plan 
Objective 309 based on past project decisions. 
 
Subdivision development - Given current trends, it is likely that additional private lands may be 
subdivided and that new residences may be constructed.  With subdivisions and private land 
ownership within the project area, special use permits such as utility and water line right-of-way 
and electronic tower installation may be addressed.  Also, right-of-way and land easement 
projects will foresee ably be assessed for private land owners to access their property across NFS 
lands. 
 
Private landowners may harvest timber on their own lands for lumber or to reduce fire hazard. 
 
Range developments and livestock grazing - Includes fencing, dugouts, wells, and spring 
developments.  Cattle grazing will continue throughout 10 of the 12 allotments within the project 
area.  Two of the twelve allotments are being analyzed in a separate process (Mystic Range 
Project) to comply with the 1995 Range Rescission Act.  The Mystic Range Project includes the 
Slate Prairie and Redfern Allotments, and that analysis will determine whether or not to continue 
grazing, and if so, under what standards and guidelines to meet desired conditions. 
 
Wildfires - The frequency, size and intensity of possible wildfires will depend upon various 
factors, including weather (drought), ignition means, and fuels loadings which will be vary by 
what alternative is selected.  
 
Mining activity – It is likely that there will be some mining claims reviewed within the project 
area, as well as mine shaft closures due to safety and/or bat/wildlife concerns. 
 
Recreation – Recreation activities will continue to increase on the Forest.  Trail and Bridge work, 
as well as, additional maintenance efforts will continue on the Deerfield Trial, Castle Creek 
Campground, Rochford Road, and other developed recreation sites within the project area.   
 
Treatments to reduce or eliminate noxious weeds and invasive species would continue. 
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In 2005, the Forest Service published a new rule for providing OHV access to national forests 
and grasslands.  The rule itself does not designate roads or areas for OHV’s, but provides a 
framework for making those decisions at the local level.  The Black Hills National Forest has 
issued a Draft EIS to designate specific routes for motorized use forest-wide.  Five alternatives 
are presented in that DEIS.  It is reasonably foreseeable that changes will be made to the 
motorized travel system across the Forest, including within the Slate Castle Project Area. 
 


