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WELCOME TO MALLARD PEAK! This lookout is currently under consideration

to be placed on the National Register of Historic Sites. It is part of the

‘American Heritage and as such is now being worked on by*a*histoficalfteam.

The cabin was built by the old Pole Mountain Ranger District of the St. Joe

Forest in 1929"
earshin

from  dnegmes Tdaho.

laterials were brought to the site by pack anlmals

was hand hewn on the site and other milled material was salvage from other

uses such as packing

emalnlng, all of the

£ this birtlding are: The ha‘rf Hewn
QSuor .
;.type flre flnder, gabled roof and

.ﬁ_ole of protectlng

S now emobdled in the




hunting season finds numerous nimrod camps throughout the area--elk, moose,
deer, bear, and goat are all available. Miles of fine trails beckon the
. camper and backpacker. What you enjoy today, is enjoyed in part because of

the effective protaction provided in the past by the Mallard Peak Lookout!

As you look about the building today, imagine what it was like in its prime:
Solid wood throughout protected by regular quality paiding; polished hardwood
" “floors;beds neatly folded against the walls; sparkling clean two tiered ‘
iWIDdOWS completely surroundlng the map board and fire finder in the center of
‘he room; brass pa%ts of the fire finder polished; the two burner wood

ove w1th_oven in the ‘corner has been freshly darkened with lamp black; kit-
@ utensils stored neatly along the wall below the windows; foodstuffs

nged on shelves under or near the table (which, by the way, was covered

a clean piece of oil cloth); personal gear of the lookout appropriately
ized so as to not obstruct the view; and bread, cookies, or huckleberry

esh from the oven cooling on the table!

it today, .remember the heritage of Mallard Peak Lookout. Please
é,pgrsonal property and supplies of the historical team living

n :the lookout.

INFORMATION REJATED TO THE MALLARD PEAK LOOKOUT CONSTRUCTION AND
'ARE INVITED 48 conracT:

"

Don R. Mathls, Historical Consultant

3114 Birch Street . (916) 481-5213 (Telephone)
Carmichael,California 95608 _ o
pleése sigﬁ’ﬁhe,registef:and secure the door, window, and

“ers as they were when you arrived.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

”'.Mr. Don R. Mathis has a ten"year aséooiation with the
'-Utst Forest Service;'ﬁHe workediih'the Red Ives Ranger -
- ﬁistrict'as a smokechaser and lookout in 1948 and 1949.

He was the Mallard Peak lookout durlng the summer. of 1949.
‘”He returned to Forest Service work in 1955 after belng
,.released from active ‘service w1th_the U.S. Army.-.From

1955 to 1962'he worked as a-smokejﬁmper based at Missoula,
'Montana. Durlng these eight years, when not involved

with fire supre331on, he engaged in forest work of various
: .klnds.atrlocatlons in Montana, Iggho, and Alaska.

Mr. Mathis has been aWarded Bachelor of Science and Master
of Scienoe degrees in history from the UniverSity of Utah.
'He has continued advance studies leading toward the Ph. D.
~degree. ‘He was part of a University of Utah field research
team which 1nvest1gated the .Glen Canyon area .of the
Colorado River prior to its inundation by Lake Powell as

. .a result of the building of Glen Canyon Dam. His research
has been embodied in publlcatlons of the Utah Historical
~Society, Utah State Parks and Recreatlon Department, and
publications from the Unlver51ty of Texas Press.

Mr. Mathis has taught at the University of Utah, Salt Lake 
"City, Utahj; at”AmeBighn.River College, Sacramento, California;
‘and inlthe-public high schools of Utah and California.



A PROPOSAL

Duringﬁthe period of time from the 1920s though the mid
_lQSOs thogFofest]Service's first line of fire detection
in the West was found in numerous isolated lookouts
- occupying high'ground with good visibility covering
foreot lands. With the 1ncreased use of aircraft, many
iof these lookout cabins were abandoned ‘and burned or
' dismantled. Few of the original lookout cabins remain
”as remlnders of this necessary and dramatic phase of.
forest protectlon. Many lookout buildings from this
_ »period,which are extant have been ravaged by weather and
vandals. It is apparent that in the very near future,
‘the buildings crowning lonely'mountain peaks of the West
| which'were-part of the pioneer effort of fire-detection
will vanish from the American scene unless concerted actlona
‘at preservatlon and restoration take place immediately.

The Mallard Péak lookout, located in the St. Joe National

. Forest, Red Ives Ranger District, Avery, Idaho,is one of
-thesé'pionéer.lookouts; It is situated near the center

of the bnesent,Mallard-Larkin Pioneer Area and as such is
one of the most appropriate lookouts to consider as subject
for préservation and restoration as a living history-
monument of noble efforts made in early forest fire
detection. ' ' '

The object-of this feport is to propose a three phase
projéct of preservation and restoration for thé-Mallard
. Peak lookout cabin. This proposal is preliminary and
seeks'authorization and sponsorship from the U.3. Forest
Service to launch the work necessary to retain the
:Mallard-Peak lookout in good repair,
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7h,In'keeping with the pioneer nature of the Mallard-Larkin
ZAreé, it is beliévéd‘the work on the Mallard lookout
;-_ cbuldrbe'accomplished with a‘mihimum.expenditure of re-
'sources through utilizing a small preservation and restora=-
‘tion team which would 1i#e and work in the cabin during
'-thé'summer season. Transportatlon of hand tools, materlals,

o and equlpment to the site could possibly be accompllshed

as part_of the normal transit flights of Forest Service

 contract aircraft (both fixed and rotor winged) across the

area. An alternate meais of transportICOuld be the util-

_1zatlon of pack animals as used durlng the time when the
. lookout was 1n active service.

The first-phase of this project'would involve securingithe
. lookout cabin against weather and vandals. The second
>phaSe would entail reSéarch and restorétion of the cabin
as it was at a mid point of its active service. The
third phase of the’ prOJect would be a continuing phase of

operating the lookout in active service as a living history
example of early lookout duty. Besides the obvious preser-
vation of American herltage, thls third phase would serve

. _the practical roles of having a base of operations for -

pétrolling the Mallard-Larkin Pioneer Area, serving as
quarters'for trail crews, and in case of neeqd fire detection
and supresSion. In short, the lookout function of the 19205
through the 1950s has practlcal application today in an

area already de31gnated as a Pioneer Area.

'Some'of the detailed tasks to be accomplished during each
‘phase of the restoration and preservation project are
~outlined- on the following pages.



MALLARD PEAK LOOKOUT
as it appeared in 1949.
Note details of construc-
tion for shutters and

) . windows.,




_PHASE'I |
SECURE THE LQOKOUT CABIN
AGAINST WEATHER AND VANDALS

DURATION:  Six to eight weeks

'SPECIFIC TASKS:
K ~ Reshingle the roof . .

‘Rebuild-the subfloor with 3/4 inch
plywood placed over existing floor

Rebuild shutters

Rebuild door and frame

Replace windows on east side using
original style window frames

Réstbre'all_hinges, hasps, catches, locks,

hardware, lightning arresting equipment,
guy wires '
Replace oﬁtside wood as required
_Pfepare and paint exterior surfaces
‘Rebuild outhouse ' '



MALLARD PEAK GOATS
- July 1980 - -

s
.\,



'PHASE IT
~ RESTORE LOOKOUT CABIN TO
1949 CONDITION AND EQUIPMENT

- DURATION: Eight to twelve weeks

'SPECIFIC TASKS: .
| Repléce'stove with originai style wood
firebox, oven, stovepipe, spark arrestor
Remount bed springs on walls
‘Restore interior'lightning arresting equipment
Replace windows using original étyle windéw
frames _
e Replace and refinish interior hardwood
%Z_ a e floor
' .Rebuiid alidade and map board
Prepare and paint interior surfaces
Equip lookout cabin with fire and other tools,
living equipment, materials as previouély
provided _
Research archive materials, engineering, planning;
. photographs; interview former lookouts, rangefs,
district employees to determine 1949 specifica-

tions and equipment
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PHASE III"
OPERATE THE LOOKOUT ON A SEASONAL
BASIS FOR PURPOSES AS ORIGINALLY USED

'_DURATION: Continhing:on a seasonal basis

SPECIFIC TASKS:
o Maintain the lookout cabin in good repair’

Operate the lookout as a living history

- example of a fire lookout

'Staff the lookout with smokechaser or

fire supression crew o
Use the lookout for shelter for trail crews
Use the lookout as headqurters for patrolling

the Mallard-Larkin Pioneer Area

Have the lookout serve as a fire weather station

Utilize the lookout for communications relay
purposes _ ' _

Use the lookout as shelter for naturalists
studying primative area wildlife, timber and
other vegetation, air.quality, snow courée, ete.

Other tasks as required
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