
I d a h o  Panhand le  O r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t  
I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  A l i c e  C a r n i e  
O c t o b e r  25, 1979 
M i c a ,  I d a h o  

' I n t e r v i e w e d  b y  D a v i d  B a r t o n  
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  

AC = A l i c e  C a r n i e  
DB = D a v i d  B a r t o n  

AC:  

DB: 
AC: 
DB : 
AC : 
DB: 

AC: 

DB: 
AC : 

DB: 
AC: 

DB: 
AC: 

DB: 
AC:  

DB: 

AC: 

DB: 
AC.: 
DB: 
AC:  
DB: 
AC: 

Tape 1 8 ;  S i d e  1 

1 8 9 0  my f a t h e r  and t h e n  my m o t h e r  came. Her s i s t e r  l i v e d  
on  t h i s  f a r m  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  r o a d .  She n e v e r  met h i m  b u t  
she met h i m  a f t e r  she came h e r e .  They were m a r r i e d  i n  1892 .  
Where d i d  y o u r  m o t h e r  come f rom? 
She came f r o m  P e n n s y l v a n i a .  My f a t h e r ,  f r o m  O h i o .  
What p a r t  o f  O h i o ?  
N o r t h  F a i r f i e l d .  
What had y o u r  m o t h e r  and f a t h e r  done when t h e y  were l i v i n g  
i n  O h i o  and P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ?  
W e l l ,  t h e y  were o n l y  t w e n t y .  And t h e y  had,  t h e y  had worked 
f o r  my g r a n d f a t h e r ,  I t h i n k .  He r a n  a  newspaper o f f i c e  
t h e r e  i n  N o r t h  F a i r f i e l d .  
D i d  y o u r  g r a n d p a r e n t s  come, a t  a l l  t o  N o r t h  I d a h o ?  
Yea. My g r a n d f a t h e r  and my s t e p - g r a n d m o t h e r .  They came 
a f t e r  my p a r e n t s  d i d ,  t h o u g h .  
When d i d  t h e y  move h e r e ?  
T h a t  was t h e  l i t t l e  house I showed you,  t h a t  was on  a  
h i l l .  I t  was a  house t h a t  t h e y  b u i l t  f o r  them. 
I s  any o f  t h a t  l e f t  now? 
He, he.  W e l l ,  i t ' s  k i n d  o f  d i v i d e d  up.  I t ' s  p a r t  o f  a  
g r a n e r y  and p a r t  o f  a  b a r n .  The t o p  t h e y  p u t  on i t  a s  a  
t o p  f o r  t h e  b a r n .  B u t  i t  i s n ' t  as i t  was, a t  a l l .  
I s  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e r e ?  
No. No t  t h e  . . .  no,  you c a n ' t  see i t .  No, i t ' s  t h e  wood 
b a r n .  The b a r n  t h a t  we had, my son b u i l t .  T h i s  y e l l o w  
b a r n .  
And, have  you l i v e d  h e r e  e v e r  s i n c e ,  s i n c e  you were b o r n  
h e r e ?  
I l i v e d  h e r e  u n t i l  ... w e l l ,  I went  away t o  c o l l e g e  i n  1922.  
Then i n  1925,  my husband and I g o t  m a r r i e d .  And we worked 
h e r e  t h e n .  N o t  v e r y  much t i1 1943 when we b o u g h t  t h e  f a r m  
f r o m  my f a t h e r ,  when t h e y  were r e a d y  t o  r e t i r e ,  and g o t  a  
house i n  Coeur  d l A l e n e .  
How b i g  was t h e  f a r m  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  
I t  was 1 8 1  a c r e s .  
1 8 1  a c r e s .  What d i d  y o u r  f a t h e r  do f o r  a  l i v i n g ?  
S o l d  l o g s ,  a p p l e s  and . . .  
Where wou ld  t h e  a p p l e s  b e  s o l d  t o ?  
To Spokane F r u i t  Growers  A s s o c i a t i o n .  And t h e n  t h e y  w o u l d  
b e  s h i p p e d  E a s t .  
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How were t h e y  s h i p p e d ?  
By t r a i n .  
By t r a i n .  Where was t h e  t e r m i n a l  f o r  t h a t ?  
I n  Spokane.  
So, he w o u l d  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  a p p l e s  t o  Spokane? 
Hm- hm. 
Was t h a t  by wagon? 
I suppose.  T h e r e  were a  l o t  o f  them t h a t  wen t  t o g e t h e r  
t h o u g h .  They may gone t o g e t h e r  h a u l i n g  them o v e r  t h e r e  
t o o .  They may have gone b y  t r a i n .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  a b o u t  
t h a t .  T h e r e  was a  t r a i n  t h a t  came i n  h e r e  t h e n .  O f  
c o u r s e ,  my f a t h e r  came on t h e  t r a i n .  He d i d n ' t  come o n  a  
p r a i r i e  s c h o o n e r  l i k e  some o f  them d i d .  He came on a  t r a i n .  
And where  was t h e . . . d o  you  remember where  he  g o t  o f f  t h e  
t r a i n ,  d i d  i t  s t o p  a t  Coeur d l A l e n e ?  
Yes. 
Where was t h e  r a i l r o a d  l i n e  u p  h e r e ,  you  s a i d  i t  was a t  one 
o f  t h e  c r e e k  b o t t o m s ?  
You have  t o  go down t h e  ... on down t h e  r o a d  a  ways. I t ' s  
a b o u t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m i l e s  down t h a t .  None o f  i t  marked any 
more,  t h a t  you  can  see.  And, my b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  worked o n  
t h a t  r a i l r o a d  l i n e .  He was a n  e n g i n e e r  o n  i t .  
What was h i s  name? 
I k e  W h i t e n e t .  
I k e  wha t?  OK. What d i d  y o u r  m o t h e r  do? 
She was a  homemaker, I guess y o u ' d  c a l l  h e r .  She d i d  have  
many . . .p  e o p l e ,  women i n  t h o s e  days  w e r e n ' t  employed d o i n g  
much e l s e  o u t s i d e  t h e  home. 
And, you  say  she was a  p o s t  m i s t r e s s  t o o ?  
Yes. 
What was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t ?  
W e l l ,  t h e y  made ... t h e y  s o l d  s tamps ,  money o r d e r s ,  and  
s o r t e d  m a i l .  I s t i l l  have  t h e  o l d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  box ,  down 
i n  my c e l l a r .  I ' v e  been t h i n k i n g  o f  g i v i n g  i t  t o  t h e  
museum, b u t  I d o n ' t  have  any way t o  h a u l  i t  i n .  
How b i g  i s  i t ?  
Oh, i t ' s  ... w e l l ,  I can show i t  t o  you  i f  you  want .  I 
suppose i t  w o u l d  j u s t  a b o u t  f i t  a l o n g  t h e r e ,  I t h i n k .  
Yea, why d o n ' t  we t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  i t  l a t e r .  What y e a r s  was 
she p o s t m i s t r e s s  h e r e ?  
1899 t o  1936.  And t h e n  d i s c o n t i n u e d  and t h e  m a i l  was 
b r o u g h t  b y ,  b y  c a r .  I t  was h o r s e s  t h o s e  d a y s ,  t h e r e  
w e r e n ' t  any c a r .  
How d i d  she go a b o u t  g e t t i n g  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  s e t  u p  h e r e ?  
I d o n ' t  remember. 
Was i t  h e r e  i n  t h e  house? 
1'11 show you.  I t  i s  where my l a u n d r y  room i s  now. 
Was t h e r e  a  s p e c i a l  o u t s i d e  e n t r a n c e  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  come i n  
i n t o  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e ?  
I n  t h e  b a c k .  Way we came i n .  And t h e n  c u s t o m e r s  d i d  go 
i n t o  t h e  house .  
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A b o u t  how many p e o p l e  w o u l d  t h a t  have s e r v i c e d  h e r e ,  i n  
t h o s e  y e a r s ?  
I suppose  450. 
I s e e .  And t h e y  were  s p r e a d  o u t  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  I t a k e  
: L C )  
I L :  

Yea. 
A r e  t h e r e  any l a n d m a r k s  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  I n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a r e  
t h e r e  any h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g ,  t h a t  you  c a n  
remember? 
P e r s o n a l l y ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  any .  On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  
Coeur  d l A l e n e  I t h i n k  you  know a b o u t  t h e  
o l d . . . t h e . . . C a t a l d o  M i s s i o n .  
Hm-hm. Yea. We've been down t h e r e .  W e l l ,  when you  were 
g r o w i n g  u p  as  a  y o u n g s t e r  how c l o s e  was y o u r  c l o s e s t  
n e i g h b o r ?  
Abou t  a  m i l e  and . . .abou t  a  m i l e  o v e r  t h a t  way, p r o b a b l y .  
Maybe h a l f  a  m i l e ,  t h e  c l o s e s t  n e i g h b o r .  
And, do you remember what  y o u r  n e i g h b o r s '  names were? 
Yea. F i t s i m m o n s ,  George F i t s i m m o n s ,  was a  p i o n e e r  h e r e .  
And how a b o u t  t h e  p e r s o n  who was a  m i l e  away? 
W e l l ,  t h e r e  was t h e  Reeds, J u d  Reed. 
And, were  t h e y  b o t h  homes teaders?  
Yes. F i t s i m m o n s  came a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  my p e o p l e  d i d .  They 
came by  p r a i r i e  s c h o o n e r ,  t h o u g h ,  f rom I o w a .  
What was t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  t h e y  t o o k ,  do you  remember? 
Can '  t remember. 
Yea. O t h e r  t h a n  y o u r  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  were t h e r e  any 
r e l a t i v e s  t h a t  l i v e d  n e a r  b y ?  
No. W e l l ,  I s h o u l d n ' t  say  t h a t  e i t h e r ,  t h e r e ' s  my a u n t  
t h a t  l i v e d  o v e r  a c r o s s  t h e  r o a d ,  my m o t h e r ' s  s i s t e r .  
When d i d  she move o u t ?  
She d i e d  t h e r e  i n  1914,  I t h i n k  i t  was. And, h e r  husband 
s o l d  t h e  farm, a f t e r w a r d .  
How was t h i s  communi ty  named M i c a  F l a t ?  Oh was i t  c a l l e d  
M i c a ?  
I t  was c a l l e d  M i c a ,  t o  b e g i n  w i t h .  On a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s h i n y  
m e t a l ,  m i n e r a l .  
I s  t h a t  q u i t e  p r e d o m i n a n t  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  Where do y o u  f i n d  
i t ?  
W e l l ,  t h e r e  was what  t h e y  c a l l e d  an o l d  m i n e  a r o u n d  h e r e .  
They were m i n i n g  f o r  s i l v e r .  They d i d n ' t  g e t  enough t o  
make i t  p a y .  B u t  t h e y  found  a  l o t  o f  t h i s  m i c a .  
Where was t h a t  l o c a t e d  a t ,  t h e  m i n e ?  
I t ' s  j u s t  b e h i n d  ...j u s t  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e . . . a b o u t  a  q u a r t e r  
m i l e  u p  t h a t  a  way. More Eas t .  t h a n  N o r t h .  
Do you remember, i s  i t  on a  c r e e k  b o t t o m ?  
No i t ' s  up  o n  a  h i l l .  
OK. I s  t h e r e  a  name f o r  i t ?  
No, b u t  t h e r e  i s  w a t e r .  T h e r e  was w a t e r  r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  
m ine .  So, I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a  n a t u r a l  s p r i n g  i n  t h e  m i n e .  
I s  t h e r e  a  name f o r  t h a t  h i l l ,  t h a t  you  know o f f ?  
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Yes.  They had a  l i t t l e  c a r  t h a t  l e d  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  m i n e .  
How much t i m e  d i d  t h e y  spend  on t h e  m i n e ?  
Oh, I t h i n k  t h e y  worked t h e r e  s e v e r a l . . . I  suppose t h e y  
worked  t h e r e  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  W i n t e r t i m e  when t h e y  w e r e n ' t  

, because t h e y  were  b u s y  w i t h  t h e i r  l o g g i n g  and arminyarming 
t h e l r  , and a l l  t h a t .  
So, do you  remember a p p r o x i m a t e l y  what  y e a r s  t h e y  worked  a t  
t h a t ?  Was i t  when you  were  g r o w i n g  up?  
I n  e a r l y  1900s I w o u l d  s a y .  
I n  e a r l y  1900s.  Where was t h e  c l o s e s t  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  M i c a ?  
Meadowbrook, I t h i n k .  
How f a r  n o r t h  i s  t h a t ?  
Oh, t h a t l s . . . t h a t l s  . . .  where  you came o u t  j u s t  b e f o r e  y o u  
s t a r t e d  u p  t h e  h i l l .  And i t  goes on i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  Up 
t h r o u g h  t h e  g u l c h ,  down t h a t  way. And t h e n  down t h i s  way 
i t  wou ld  be, a h  ... Wor ley  i s  a b o u t  t h e  c l o s e s t .  W o r l e y  i s  
t h a t  way. I c a n ' t  remember what  t h e y  d i d  c a l l  t h a t ,  i n  
t h o s e  days .  
How d i d  M i c a  g e t  i t s  name, I mean, was i t  because o f  t h e  
p o s t  o f f i c e ?  I d o n ' t  mean because  o f  t h e  r o c k s ,  b u t  d i d  
t h e y  make a  communi ty  h e r e  because o f  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e ?  
Yes. The p o s t  o f f i c e .  
And t h a t  was t h e  c l o s e s t  p o s t  o f f i c e  t o  Coeur d l A l e n e ?  
Yes.  
T h a t  was t h e  n e x t  one. 
And R o c k f o r d  Bay, I suppose R o c k f o r d  Bay and B e l g r o v e ,  were  
t h e  n e x t  c o m m u n i t i e s  I t h i n k .  
When M i c a  was f l o u r i s h i n g  as  a  communi ty ,  how many p e o p l e  
w o u l d  have l i v e d  h e r e ?  
I w o u l d n ' t  know. 
Were t h e r e  more houses a r o u n d  t h e n  t h e r e  a r e  now? 
No, t h e r e  a r e  more now t h e n  t h e r e  were  t h e n .  
So, i t  was v e r y  s p r e a d  o u t ?  
I t  was. Then i t  went  on down, what  t h e y  c a l l  K i d  I s l a n d  
t o o .  Down t h a t  way t o  t h e  l a k e .  I t  was s p r e a d  t h o u g h .  
T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  p i o n e e r ,  t h a t  l i v e s  down t h e  l a k e ,  L o u i e  
Anderson .  H i s  p a r e n t s  homesteaded o n  t h e  l a k e .  
Does he s t i l l  l i v e  t h e r e  now? 
Yes. H e ' s  n e v e r  m a r r i e d ;  he  l i v e s  t h e r e  a l l  a l o n e  now. 
B u t  he does have  r e l a t i v e s  l i v i n g  n e a r  ' i m .  
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And, he l i v e s  i n  K i d  I s l a n d .  
K i d  I s l a n d .  
Near K i d  I s l a n d .  
V a l h a l l a l s  t h e  name o f .  . . t h e r e 1 s  K i d  I s l a n d  and t h e r e  i s  
V a l h a l l a  t h a t  way. And t h e y  c a l l . . . H i s  f a t h e r  was A l b i n  
Anderson,  he  homesteaded t h e r e .  And t h e y  c a l l e d  i t  
V a l h a l l a ,  w h i c h  i s  Swedish f o r  home o f  t h e  gods.  A 
b e a u t i f u l  p l a c e .  
Have you e v e r  heard ,  were t h e r e  e v e r  any I n d i a n  s i t e s  
a round  h e r e ,  where t h e  I n d i a n s  used  t o  l i v e ?  
We know t h e  I n d i a n s  d i d  used t o  l i v e  h e r e ,  because when 
t h e y  dug a  pond down h e r e ,  t h e y  found some I n d i a n  
a r t i f a c t s ,  down he re ,  as t h e y  were d i g g i n g .  B u t  n e v e r  d i d  
any I n d i a n s  l i v e  h e r e  s i n c e  my f a t h e r  came. 
When was t h e  pond dug, do you remember? 
I t  wou ld  be i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900s t o o .  
I s  t h a t  on y o u r  p r o p e r t y  he re?  
I t ' s  on my sons now. I t ' s  r i g h t  down t h a t  way, j u s t  a  
l i t t l e  ways. 
So i t  wou ld  be n o r t h . . . o r  sou th . . .  
Sou th -wes t .  
... west  o f  t h e  house.  W e l l ,  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  was homesteaded 
i n  t h e  1890s,  r i g h t ?  
R i g h t .  
D i d  y o u r  f a t h e r ,  o r  mo the r  e v e r  t a l k  abou t  what was 
i n v o l v e d  i n  homestead ing,  what t h e y  d i d  t o  s e t  up a  
homestead? 
They had t o  pay a  $10 f e e  f o r  f i l i n g .  T h a t  i s  what t h e  1 8 1  
a c r e s  c o s t  them. O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  had t o  l i v e  on i t  f o r  
a.. .I f o r g e t  t h e  number o f  y e a r s ,  I am n o t  su re .  I t h i n k  
i t  was a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  though .  To p r o v e  up on i t .  
Where wou ld  t h e y  f i l e  f o r  t h e  f e e ?  
I suppose a t  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  i n  Coeur d t A l e n e .  
A t  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e .  
I have t h e  o l d  homestead f i l i n g .  Would you l i k e  t o  see i t ?  
Yea, a  l i t t l e  l a t e r .  T h a t l d  be n i c e .  And, was t h a t  a  
common s i z e  farm, 1 8 1  a c r e s ?  
160 m o s t l y ,  b u t  somehow i t  d i d  n o t  come o u t  even. U s u a l l y  
i t  was 160  a c r e s  f o r  a  homestead. 
And, how many o f  t hose  a c r e s  were p l a n t e d ,  o v e r  t h e  f i r s t  
few yea rs ,  i n  c r o p s ?  
I t  w o u l d n ' t  be v e r y  many because i t  t o o k  a  l o t  ... e v e r y t h i n g  
was c o v e r e d  w i t h  t i m b e r .  
What k i n d  o f  improvements  d i d  a  homesteader have t o  make on 
h i s  p r o p e r t y ?  
W e l l ,  I su pose he had t o  b u i l d  a  house ... and t h e n  be 
c l e a r i n g  t E e  l a n d .  
Was t h e r e  a  t i m e  l i m i t  t h a t  t h e y  had t o  b u i l d  t h e  house? 
D u r i n g  a  c e r t a i n  p e r i o d .  
I t h i n k  t h e y  had t o  have ... w e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e  you had t o  have 
a  house t o  have a  p l a c e  t o  l i v e .  I know my u n c l e  was 
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p l a n n i n g  t o  homestead a n o t h e r  p i e c e  o f  g round ,  n o r t h  o f  
h e r e .  B u t  t h e n  he d e c i d e d  n o t  t o ,  because he s a i d  he 
w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  l i v e  o v e r  t h e r e  by h i m s e l f  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  
t o  p r o v e  up on i t .  You had t o  l i v e  on i t  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  
He j u s t  j o i n e d  i n  w i t h  my f a t h e r  on t h i s  one. 
How many men d i d  i t  t a k e  t o  r u n  a  f a r m  o f  160 a c r e s ?  
W e l l ,  two o f  them d i d  i t .  
Two o f  them d i d  i t .  
I d o n ' t  know how t h e y  d i d  i t .  They worked l o n g  hou rs .  
And, t h e y  d i d n ' t  have c h a i n  saws and a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o  
c u t  t h e  l umbe r  ... t h e y  a l l  d i d  i t  w i t h  a  c r o s s  c u t  saw. I 
d o n ' t  know where t h e r e  i s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  them saw ing  t h e  
t r e e s ,  b u t  I know t h e y  had t o  use t h e i r  o l d  c r o s s  c u t  saw. 
Back t h e n ,  what was t h e  f i r s t  house l i k e - - d i d  you see i t ?  
I n e v e r  saw i t  because i t  was bu rned  down abou t  n i n e  y e a r s  
b e f o r e  I was b o r n .  
D i d  t h e y  e v e r  d e s c r i b e  what i t  l o o k e d  l i k e ?  
I t  was j u s t  a  l i t t l e  l o g  c a b i n ,  I t h i n k .  I t  was a  one o r  
two room l o g  c a b i n .  
And where was i s  i t  l o c a t e d  a t ?  
I t  was ... oh, i t  was down t h i s  way. I t  was r i g h t  h e r e  where 
t h a t  shed i s ,  hay shed. 
So, i t  i s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  s o u t h - e a s t  o f  t h e  house now. 
Yes. 
And, when was t h i s  house b u i l t ?  
1896 .  
1896? And t h e  y e a r s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  you went t o  
c o l l e g e ,  you l i v e d  i n  t h i s  house? 
No. A f t e r  a  w h i l e  ... I t o l d  you a f t e r  I g o t  m a r r i e d  I 
d i d n ' t  l i v e  h e r e .  
Aha. 
T h a t ' d  be u n t i l  ' 4 3 .  
Where d i d  you l i v e  i n  ' 43?  
We r e n t e d  a  f a r m  down a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  s o u t h  M i c a  h i l l .  
Ren ted  f r o m  t h e  MacCrays. We l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  
y e a r s ,  b e f o r e  we bough t  t h i s  one. Then my f a t h e r ,  I know 
he p a i d  $10 f o r  i t .  When he s o l d  t h e  who le  f a r m  t o  u s ,  he 
s a i d  he wanted u s  t o  have i t .  He was o f f e r e d  10,000,  a t  
t h e  t i m e  f o r  i t .  And he s a i d ,  h e ' d  s e l l  i t  t o  u s  f o r  
6 ,000,  because he wanted u s  t o  have i t .  So, we p a i d  o n l y  
6,000,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  f o r  1 8 1  a c r e s .  Tha t  was i n  1943.  And 
now t h e y  a r e  s e l l i n g  i t ,  oh, $1,000 an a c r e .  O r  more. A 
t housand  d o l l a r s  an a c r e  w i t h  no improvements  on i t ,  no 
house,  no n o t h i n g .  No w a t e r .  
How b i g  was t h e  o r i g i n a l  house, was i t  t h i s  m a i n  p o r t i o n  
h e r e ?  
I t  went as f a r  as t h e  doo r  t h a t  goes i n  t h e  back  t h e r e .  I t  
was t h e  ma in  p o r t i o n  h e r e .  
How many rooms a r e  d o w n s t a i r s  t h e n ?  
Now o r  t h e n ?  
Then. 



A C :  Oh, t h e y ' d  be j u s t  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  t h e  h u t c h ,  now t h e  d i n i n g  
room. Two rooms u p s t a i r s .  

DB: What were t h e  use o f  t h e  two rooms u p s t a i r s ?  
AC:  Bedrooms. 

'DB :  B o t h  bedrooms? 
AC: Hm-hm. 
DB: How abou t  d o w n s t a i r s  what was t he . . . ?  
AC: K i t c h e n ,  combined d i n i n g  room, l i v i n g  room. 
DB: Has t h e  house a lways  f a c e d  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  has i t  e v e r  

been moved? 
AC:  Yes. I t ' s  neve r  been moved. 
DB: From t h e  pho tog raph  you have on t h e  w a l l ,  d a t e d  1909, i t  

appears  t h e  a d d i t i o n  was t h e r e  i n  1909, so t h a t . . .  
AC: Yes i t  must have been e a r l y  1909. 
DB: Must have been b u i l t  i n  1909. 
AC: Yes. As I say ,  I c a n ' t  remember when i t  w a s n ' t  b u i l t .  I 

t h i n k  around,  p r o b a b l y  by t h e  t i m e  I was b o r n  i n  1905, 
some th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

DB: Why d i d  t h e y  p u t  t h e  new a d d i t i o n  on? 
AC: Oh, t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y  needed more room, t h e  f a m i l y  was 

g row ing .  There  was f o u r  o f  us  c h i l d r e n .  
DB: Has t h e  house a lways  been s i d e d ,  s i n c e  you can  remember? 
AC:  Yes i t ' s  s i d e d .  I t  was s i d e d .  I t  shows i t  as b e i n g  s i d e d  

up t h e r e .  One t h i n g  abou t  t h a t  maple t r e e  o u t  t h e r e ,  i t  
was one my f a t h e r  b r o u g h t  i n ,  a  s a p l i n g  when he came from 
Oh io .  He b r o u g h t  two  o f  them. I t  shows them h e r e .  See, 
i t  shows t h i s  one. Over he re  i t  shows two o f  'em. B u t  t h e  
one on t h i s  s i d e  d i e d .  Tha t  one had l i v e d .  Tha t  was p a r t  
o f  t h e i r  1890. 

DB: What k i n d  o f  l o g s  were used f o r  t h e  l o g  p a r t  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g ,  do you remember? 

AC: W e l l ,  t h e y  hewed t h e  l o g s  b u t  I d o n ' t  know what k i n d  o f  
t i m b e r  t h e y  were. 

DB: M i  h t  have been some k i n d  o f  p i n e .  And, i t  was b u i l t  i n  
1886, Y O U  say? 

AC: Yes. 
DB: And, d i d  y o u r  f a t h e r  b u i l d  i t ?  
AC:  Yes. And my u n c l e ,  t h e  two o f  them b u i l t  i t  t o g e t h e r .  
DB: D i d  he e v e r  say t h a t  i t  was s i m i l a r  t o  any houses t h a t  he 

had b u i l t  i n  Ohio? 
AC: Oh, I t h i n k  i t  was, because I was back  t h e r e  once. . .went  t o  

N o r t h f i e l d .  There houses t h e r e  l o o k e d  someth ing  l i k e  t h i s .  
DB: I t  l o o k e d  p r e t t y  s i m i l a r ?  
A C :  O f  cou rse ,  t h e  n e i g h b o r s  a l l  h e l p e d  each o t h e r  t hen ,  i n  

b u i l d i n g .  I w o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  t h e y  d i d  i t  themse lves ,  
because I know when t hese  F i t s immons  came i n ,  t h e y  came i n  
abou t  1900 and, t h e y  used t o  have, what t h e y  c a l l e d ,  a  
house r a i s i n g .  And, a l l  t h e  n e i g h b o r s  wou ld  go i n  and h e l p  
them p u t  up a  house. So, I i m a g i n e  some o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r s  
h e l p e d  w i t h  i t  t o o .  B u t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  h i r e  any h e l p ,  I am 
s u r e .  
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And, when you were b o r n ,  how many p e o p l e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  
house, a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  
Tha t  wou ld  be seven o f  us.  My mo the r ,  f a t h e r  and u n c l e ,  
and we f o u r  k i d s .  
D i d  you have a  name f o r  t h i s  s t y l e  o f  house, t h i s  t y p e  o f  
house? 
C o u l d  been, b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 
Was t h i s  a  l a r g e  house compared t o  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  houses 
t h a t  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  a rea?  O r  was i t  t y p i c a l ?  
W e l l ,  some o f  'em. . . the e a r l y  c a b i n s  were s m a l l e r  o f  
cou rse ,  b u t  when t h e y  g o t  a round  t o  b u i l d  a  house i t  was 
b i g g e r .  I know t h a t  t h e  F i t s immons  had a  l i t t l e  l o g  c a b i n  
a t  f i r s t ,  t o o ,  and t h e n  t h e y  had a  n i c e  b i g  house.  Which 
you c a n ' t  see t oday ,  b u t  i t  i s  r i g h t  o v e r  t h e r e .  
Was y o u r  y a r d  abou t  t h e  same s i z e  i t  was t h e n  when you were 
a  c h i l d ?  
W e l l ,  t h e r e  was no f ence  around,  back t h e n  i t  was j u s t  open. 
D i d  you have any o t h e r  k i n d  o f  t r e e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  two  
maple  t r e e s ?  I mean i n  t h e  ya rd .  
No. 
D i d  you grow f l o w e r s  back  t hen?  
Yes. My mother  a lways  wanted f l o w e r s ,  and t h e n  t o  g e t  
w a t e r  f o r  'em s h e . . . i f  you washed y o u r  hands you went and 
p u t  t h e  wash w a t e r  on t h e  f l o w e r s .  You see, you had f l o w e r  
boxes  t hen ,  she d i d n ' t  p l a n t  them o u t s i d e ,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
f l o w e r  boxes a round  t h e  windows. And, yes,  she a lways  had 
f l o w e r s .  
When was t h i s  s c r e e n e d - i n  p o r c h  b u i l t ?  
1973.  
1973. Back when you were a  y o u n g s t e r ,  how was t h e  house 
hea ted?  
Wood. 
Wood. Was t h e r e  a  s t o v e ?  
There  was wood s t o v e s .  
You say s t o v e s ,  where were t h e y  l o c a t e d  a t ,  b o t h  o f  them? 
L i v i n g  room, k i t c h e n ,  I guess.  
Were t h e r e  e v e r  any o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  l i v e d  h e r e ,  o t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  C a r n i e  f a m i l y ?  
No, my p a r e n t s  were Barnums. 
Ba rnums. 
Hm-hm. L i k e  t h e  c i r c u s  men Barnum. 
Barnum? OK. And, i f  you were t o  say,  back when you were 
g r o w i n g  up,  was t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  room i n  t h e  house, would  
you t h i n k ?  I know i t  i s  a  g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n .  
P r o b a b l y  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  p r o b a b l y .  Because we a t e  i n  t h e  
k i t c h e n ,  s p e n t  a  l o t  o f  t i m e  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .  There was a  
b i g  p a n t r y  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  i t  came o u t  t h i s  way f r o m . . . t h i s  
i s  a  c l o s e d - i n  p o r c h  now, b u t  a l l  o f  t h i s . . . a b o u t  t h i s  f a r  
was t h e  a n t r y  t hen .  
What wou ! d  you s t o r e  i n  t h e  p a n t r y ?  
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Oh t h e r e  was a  work  k e e p e r  i n  t h e r e  w i t h  ... t h e y  had  a l l  t h e  
f l o u r  and s u g a r  and t h o s e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g s ,  y o u  know. So, i t  
l e f t  more  room i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  f o r ,  u s i n g  a s  a  d i n i n g  a r e a .  
Was t h e r e  a  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h i s  house? 
No, t h e y  n e v e r  had a  f i r e p l a c e .  
So you used  t h e  s t o v e .  Was...where was t h e  s t o v e  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  k i t c h e n ?  
W e l l ,  i f  you want  t o  come i n . . . a n d  1'11 show you  wha t  t h e . . .  
OK. I t ' s  i n  t h e  same p l a c e .  
I t ' s  t h e  same l a c e  where I h a v e  a  s t o v e .  
( B r e a k  i n  t a p e  P 
Was t h e r e  e v e r  an  i c e  box h e r e ,  when you  were a  y o u n g s t e r ?  
Yes. Yes t h e r e  was an i c e  b o x .  
Where was t h a t  l o c a t e d  a t ?  
We had an i c e  house t o o .  The, t h e . . . I 1 m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
where  t h e y  i c e  box  was, I t h i n k  i t  was i n  t h e  ... o n  t h e  
p o r c h ,  p r o b a b l y .  B u t ,  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  t h e y  w o u l d  c u t  i c e  o f f  
t h e  pond  down h e r e .  And, t h e y  h a d  t h i s  i c e  house t h a t  
h a d  ... t h e y ' d  g e t  saw d u s t  and p u t ,  i n  t h e  b o t t o m  and a l l  
a r o u n d  t h e  i c e  t o  p r e s e r v e  i t .  I t ,  i t  w o u l d  l a s t  u n t i l ,  
oh ,  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  summer. The i c e  w o u l d  l a s t .  
What k i n d  o f  f u r n i t u r e  d i d  y o u  have i n  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  when 
you  were  g r o w i n g  up? 
Oh, t h e r e  was an o l d  ... what  do you  c a l l  i t . . . i t  was ... i t  
had  d r a w e r s  i n  i t .  No, t h a t  w o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  p a n t r y .  T h e r e  
w o u l d n ' t  be  much i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  e x c e p t  t a b l e s  and c h a i r s .  
M o s t  o f  t h e .  . . c a b i n e t  I guess t h e y  c a l l e d  i t .  K i t c h e n  
c a b i n e t .  
D i d  you buy y o u r  f u r n i t u r e  f r o m  c r a f t s m e n ,  b a c k  i n  t h o s e  
days ,  o r  d i d  y o u  g e t  'em f r o m  s t o r e s  i n  Coeur d l A l e n e ,  o r  
s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  
I wou ldn l  t know. 
Was a n y t h i n g  e v e r  m a i l - o r d e r e d ,  do you remember? 
I d o n ' t  remember. 
What was t h e  p a r l o r  l i k e ,  o r  l i v i n g  room? 
Had an o l d  pump o r g a n  i n  one p a r t  o f  i t ,  and a  c e n t e r  t a b l e  
i n  t h e  m i d d l e ,  and an A l l a d i n  lamp.  I n  t h e  e a r l y  days  
t h e r e  was j u s t  t h e ,  common k e r o s e n e  lamp,  b u t  t h i s  A l l a d i n  
l amp w i t h  a  m a n t l e  l i g h t ' d  g i v e  a  b e t t e r  l i g h t .  And, we 
t h o u g h t  i t  was s o m e t h i n g  when we c o u l d  have  a n  A l l a d i n  
l amp.  O f  c o u r s e ,  no r a d i o  o r  t e l e v i s i o n .  F o r  e v e n i n g s ,  
w e ' d  a l l  l i e  a r o u n d  t h e  t a b l e  o n  t h e  f l o o r  and my m o t h e r  
w o u l d  r e a d  t o  us .  
What k i n d  o f  t h i n g s  w o u l d  she  r e a d ?  
Oh, d i f f e r e n t .  D i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  s t o r i e s .  And, my dad 
w o u l d  r e a d  somet imes.  They t o o k  t u r n s  r e a d i n g .  
What k i n d  o f  d e c o r a t i o n s  d i d  y o u  have on t h e  w a l l ?  
P i c t u r e s .  We a l w a y s  h a d  p i c t u r e s .  
Was anyone i n  t h e  f a m i l  a  p h o t o g r a p h e r ?  F: My g r a n d f a t h e r .  H e ' s  t e  one who t o o k  a l l  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  
h e r e  i n  b l a c k  and w h i t e .  He t o o k  a l l  o f  them. 
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Hm-hm. H i s  b r o t h e r  Georqe Barnum was a  ~ r o f e s s i o n a l  
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p h o t o g r a p h e r  i n  C h i c a g o .  My g r a n d f a t h e r  d i d n ' t  do i t  
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  b u t  he had h i s  camera and h i s  t r i p o d ,  and 
e v e r y t h i n g .  Took a l l  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  u p  t h e r e .  
What k i n d  o f  f l o o r  c o v e r i n g s  d i d  you have? 
Rag r u g s ,  m o s t l y .  We s a v e d  t h e  o l d  c l o t h e s ;  we c u t  them u p  
i n  s t r i p s  and ... 
D i d  y o u r  m o t h e r  make t h o s e ?  
Hm- hm. 
A b o u t  when d i d  t h o s e  s t o p  b e i n g  used ,  o r  when d i d  p e o p l e  
s t o p  m a k i n g  them? O r  do t h e y  s t i l l  make them? 
I suppose t h e y  s t i l l  make them, b u t  I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  any i n  
use f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  
What were  t h e  bedrooms l i k e ?  
He-he. I remember t h e  one above t h e  k i t c h e n  was p a p e r e d  
w i t h  newspapers .  He-he-he. L a t e r  i t  was c o v e r e d  w i t h  
p a p e r  b u t  t h e y  b o u g h t  a  p a p e r  t h a t . . . i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g ,  I 
u s e d  t o  keep  t h e  newspapers  because  I w o u l d  l o v e  t o  r e a d  
t h o s e  o l d  newspapers .  B u t  t h e y  g o t  a w f u l  y e l l o w ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  t h e y  ... 
What were  t h e  beds l i k e ?  
W e l l ,  s p r i n g s  and  m a t t r e s s e s ,  n o t h i n g  e x p e n s i v e .  I do have 
an  o l d  bed  o u t  i n  t h i s  u p s t a i r s  bedroom. Top a n d  b o t t o m  
w e r e  j u s t ,  r o d s  you  know. I t  was j u s t  v e r y  p l a i n .  
Were t h e r e  c l o s e t s  i n  t h i s  house,  when y o u  ... ? 
Yes. Yes, t h e r e  were  c l o s e t s .  
Where were t h e y  l o c a t e d ?  
Each  bedroom had a  c l o s e t .  
Were t h e r e  rooms t h a t  were  used  more i n  t h e  W i n t e r  t h a n  i n  
t h e  Summer? 
No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  P r o b a b l y  t h e  l i v i n g  room was u s e d  
more i n  t h e  W i n t e r  because  i t  w o u l d  b e  d a r k e r  i n  t h e  W i n t e r .  
How d i d  ou  keep  t h e  l i v i n g  room warm? 
Wood h e a  i . 
Wood h e a t i n g ?  
S t i l l  have t h a t  wood h e a t e r  down i n  t h e  u t i l i t y  room, I 
d i d n ' t  b u t  I u s e  i t  i n  t h e r e . . . I  d o n ' t  h a v e . . . t h e  o n l y  
h o u s e . . . I  d o n ' t  have  e l e c t r i c  h e a t  i n  so I p u t  a  f i r e  i n  
t h e r e .  
When you were  a  young g i r l ,  what  k i n d  o f  o u t b u i l d i n g s  d i d  
y o u  have? 
T h a t  one r i g h t  u p  t h e r e .  You can  see t h a t  r e d  o u t h o u s e ,  
i t ' s  s t i l l  t h e r e .  
And, was t h e r e  e v e r  a  smokehouse? 
Yes. 
Where was t h a t  l o c a t e d  a t ?  
W e l l ,  t h a t  was j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  w a l k ,  u p  a c r o s s  t h i s  way 
f r o m  t h e r e .  Where t h e  g a r a g e  i s .  
Was i t  f rame o r  l o g ?  
I t  was f rame.  
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And what  k i n d  o f  mea ts  d i d  y o u  smoke i n  t h e r e ?  
Oh, hams, m o s t l y .  And p o r k .  F i s h  some. 
What was t h e  b a r n  used  f o r ?  
They had c a t t l e  and h o r s e s .  
Do y o u  remember how many head  o f  each?  
I t h i n k ,  t h e r e  were  a b o u t  f o u r  h o r s e s .  
Were t h e y  work  h o r s e s ?  
Yes. Work h o r s e s .  They n e v e r  h a d  any r i d i n g  h o r s e s ,  t h e y  
were  a l l  work  h o r s e s .  Y o u ' d  see them w o r k i n g  up t h e r e ;  
y o u ' d  see them h a u l i n g  t h a t  b a r r e l  o f  w a t e r .  They h a u l e d  
t h e  l o g s ,  o f  c o u r s e .  The h o r s e s  h a u l e d  t h e  l o g s .  H o r s e s  
d i d  t h e .  . . i t ' s  amaz ing  how t h e y  c o u l d  have a l l  o f  t h i s  
done.  T h e i r  o r c h a r d ,  n e v e r  had  a  weed i n  i t  and t h e y  had  
t o  a l l  work  t h e r e .  The h o r s e s .  
How a b o u t  cows, how many cows d i d  t h e y  have? 
M u s t  have  been a b o u t  a  dozen cows. 
How many d a i r y  cows, how many b e e f ?  
They were  a l l  d a i r y ,  I t h i n k .  They had a  c ream s e p a r a t e r .  
T h e r e  was a  b o w l  f o r  t h e  c ream s e p a r a t e r  o v e r  t h e r e .  I t ' s  
one my d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  p a i n t e d  u p  f o r  me. 

(END OF TAPE 18; S i d e  1) 


