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Oh, most  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t s  t h e y  worked on, l i k e  I s a i d ,  was 
w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r .  Was now, q u i t e  a  few b e n e v o l a n t  t h i n g s  
b e i n g  done a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  because many f a m i l i e s  needed h e l p ,  
o r  d i d  need a i d ,  and ah,  t h e r e  was, I remember, l i k e  a f t e r  
my f a t h e r  d i e d  and we l i v e d  i n  t h e  s i d e  h i l l  where t h e  
b u l k h e a d  we had i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  house, t o  h o l d  t h e  d i r t  
back,  i t  f e l l  down. And t h e s e  men come up and t h e y  b u i l t  
t h e  b u l k h e a d  back  up f o r  us .  And ah, t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  
D i d  p e o p l e  e v e r  h e l p  each  o t h e r  t o  b u i l d  houses? 
Oh, yes .  Ve ry  much so.  I, m a t t e r  f a c t ,  I can remember 
when I was a  young man, I went o f f  t o  work i n  Page, I d a h o .  
Page had j u s t  become a  communi ty .  There  was no r o a d s  t h e r e  
y e t .  And no p o s t  o f f i c e ,  o r  a n y t h i n g ,  j u s t  a  m ine .  And, 
we were l i v i n g  i n  t e n t s ,  and a  f e l l o w  t h e r e ,  he was t r y i n g  
t o  b u i l d  a  l o g  house.  He worked i n  t h e  m i l l  t h e r e .  And he 
g o t  a  s k i n  i n f e c t i o n ,  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  m i l l .  And, he was 
b u i l d i n g  t h i s  l o g  house,  he had t o  go t o  Spokane t o  g e t  
m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t .  H i s  w i f e  and c h i l d r e n  were l i v i n g  i n  
t h i s  l i t t l e  t e n t .  So, f e l l o w s  f r om  bunkhouse,  we went o v e r  
t h e r e  and f i n i s h e d  t h e  l o g  house f o r  I i m .  And ah, b u i l t  
i t .  And ah, t h e n ,  l i k e  i n  Wardner,  when ah,  t h e y  had one 
f r a t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  up t h e r e ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  r e s t  
o f  them were gone, t h e  b u i l d i n g  burned ,  and t h e  who le  
community t u r n e d  o u t  and b u i l t  a  new b u i l d i n g .  And ah, 
v o l u n t e e r  l a b o r ,  t h e y  b u i l t  t h e  K e l l o g g  b a l l  p a r k  up 
t h e r e .  Had a  wood s t a d i u m  t h e r e .  Funds f o r  t h a t ,  i t  
b u r n e d  up,  a l l  t h e  f unds  f o r  t h a t  were c o n t r i b u t e d  by  l o c a l  
p e o p l e .  And a l l  t h e  work was done by  l o c a l  p e o p l e .  Peop le  
gave what t h e y  had. So, i n  s m a l l  commun i t i es  t h o s e  t h i n g s  
a r e  done. I n  m i n i n g  camps. B u t  each one o f  t h e s e  m i n i n g  
camps, towns o r  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e r e ' s  c e r t a i n  p r o v i n c i a l ,  
t hough .  They m a i n t a i n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p r o v i n c i a l i s m  i n  
amongst t hemse l ves .  - Each one o f  'em wants  a  s e p a r a t e  
autonomy. You can j u s t  t a k e  l i k e ,  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  Shoshone 
Coun ty .  We o n l y  have abou t  19,000 peop le .  We have t h r e e  
d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o l  sys tems i n  t h o s e  l i t t l e  commun i t i es ,  you 
know. M u l l a n ,  K e l l o g g ,  and Wa l l ace  and ... and same t h i n g  i n  
h o s p i t a l s .  
Back t h e n  what d i d  t h e y  do f o r  h o s p i t a l  c a r e ?  
Ah? 
When you were a  boy ,  what d i d  t h e y  do f o r  h o s p i t a l  c a r e ?  
W e l l ,  t h e  m i n e r s ,  t h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  h o s p i t a l  h e r e  v e r y  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Much t o  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  m i n i n g  
companies.  And ah,  t h e  Western  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  M i n e r s ,  t h e y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  v e r y  soon. 
How d i d  t h e  m i n e r s  pay f o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  
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I t  was drawn o u t  o f  p a y r o l l  d e d u c t i o n s .  
About how much would  t h a t  have been? 
T h a t l d  be,  abou t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t  would  be a b o u t  a  d o l l a r  a  
month.  
T h a t ' s  s i m i l a r  t o  what t h e  l o g g e r s  d i d  t o o .  
Yea. O f  cou rse ,  I d a h o ,  h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was u n t i l  
abou t  1918 o r  '16,  t h a t  t h e y  had I n d u s t r i a l  Compensat ion 
l a w s .  And ah, i t  w a s n ' t  v e r y  good c a r e .  The d o c t o r s  would  
a l l  be c o n t r a c t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I 
Were t h e r e  ... where was t h e  c l o s e s t  b l a c k s m i t h  t o  Wardner? 
Oh, b l a c k s m i t h s ,  t h e y  was t h i c k e r  t h a n  h a i r  on a  d o n k e y ' s  
back .  
Eve ry  mine had one. They had s t e e l  s h a r p e n i n g .  
D i d  each m i n i n g  company have t h e i r  own b l a c k s m i t h  shop? 
Yes. Oh, yes,  i t  was r i g h t  t h e r e  nea r  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  
D i d  each m i n i n g  company have t h e i r  own s a w m i l l  f o r  mak ing  
t h e  t i m b e r s  f o r  t h e  m ines  t o o ?  
T h a t  I d o n ' t  know. He may know. 
(BREAK I N  TAPE) 
B l a c k s m i t h ,  s h a r p e n i n g  s t e e l ,  m i n i n g  equ ipment .  
Were t h e y  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  m ine  s h a f t s ?  
They were l o c a t e d  r i g h t  on t h e  mine dumps u s u a l l y .  Then 
t h e r e  were t h e s e  h e r e  o r e  teams, t h a t  were h a u l i n g  o r e .  
And ah, w i t h  many o f  t hose . .  . 
Where were t h e  l i v e r y  s t a b l e s ,  f o r  t h e  teams? 
W e l l ,  t h e  l i v e r y  s t a b l e s  were l o c a t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  
a round  town. Wardner had abou t  f o u r  l i v e r y  s t a b l e s .  And 
ah, t h e r e ' s  v e r y  heavy d r a f t  ho rses  t h a t  we used on t h e  
h i l l s .  Heavy d u t y  wagons, s l e i g h s .  And, i n  t h e  
W i n t e r t i m e s  t h e y  would  r o u g h - l o c k  t hese  h e r e  s l e i g h s ,  t h e y  
would  a l s o  rough  l o c k  some o f  t h e  wagons coming down t h e s e  
s t e e p  m o u n t a i n  s i d e s  ... 
What does t h a t  mean, r o u g h  l o c k i n g ?  
They would  t a k e  and p u t  a  shoe unde rnea th  t h e  r e a r  wheels .  
Added l i k e  a  b i g  shoe, and f a s t e n  i t  up w i t h  a  c h a i n ,  and 
t h e  wheels c o u l d n ' t  t u r n .  I t  was t h e  same as a  s k i d  
u n d e r n e a t h  t h a t .  I t  was made o u t  o f  heavy i r o n .  and ah, . . .  
To s l ow  'em down? 
Oh, you b e t ,  i t  wou ld .  The wheels c o u l d n ' t  t u r n .  You had 
you r  r e a r  wheels  l o c k e d ;  t h e y  j u s t  w o u l d n ' t  t u r n .  And i t  
was d r a g g i n g ,  t h e  back  end. And ah, you had a  f o u r  horse  
team, o r  someth ing  l i k e  i t ,  t o  g e t  you down t h e  s t e e p  
m o u n t a i n  s i d e ,  come down a  v e r y  s t e e p  g rade .  Why, p r o b a b l y  
k i l l e d  a  l o t  o f  ho rses  on t h e  h i l l s ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  L o t  
o f  d r i v e r s  be i n j u r e d ,  runaway teams. And, W i n t e r t i m e s ,  
why, t a k e  heavy c h a i n s  a round  s l e d  r u n n e r s ,  i n  back .  So, 
t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  p i c k  up  speed, t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  And t h e y ' d  
d i g  deep r u t s .  Sometimes, t h e y ' d  have t o . . . t h e  r u t s l d  g e t  
so deep t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  h a u l  t h e  bed o f  t h e  s l e d .  
Where d i d  p e o p l e  go t o  c h u r c h  i n  Wardner? 
W e l l ,  Wardner had q ~ ~ i t e  a  few churches .  
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Do you  remember t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  t h a t  were  ... ? 
Yes, t h e r e  were  v a r i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s .  We had a  M e t h o d i s t  
c h u r c h ,  a  Nazarene c h u r c h ,  a  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h ,  E p i s c o p a l  
c h u r c h ,  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n c e  c h u r c h ,  i n  Wardner .  We d i d n ' t  
have  a h . . . t h o s e  were  c h u r c h e s  t h a t  were  b u i l t .  And ah ,  
C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h ,  M e t h o d i s h  c h u r c h ,  Nazarene c h u r c h  had  
b e l l s .  And ah, o n  Sunday m o r n i n g  y o u  c o u l d  h e a r  t h e  b e l l s  
r i n g i n g .  And ah, . .. 
D i d  y o u r  f a m i l y  go t o  c h u r c h ?  
Oh, my p a r e n t s  were  v e r y  r e l i g i o u s .  And ah, l i k e  I s a i d ,  
my m o t h e r  and f a t h e r  b o t h  been i n  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  Army. They 
had ,  t h a t ' s  where t h e y  g o t  a c q u a i n t e d .  And ah, we u s e d  t o  
go t o  c h u r c h  e v e r y  Sunday. 
Which  one was t h a t ?  
T h a t  was t h e  M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h ,  i n  Wardner .  And ah, i t  
w a s . . . I  was b a p t i z e d  i n  a  L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h ,  Norway.  And ah, 
we wen t  t o ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r  was k e p t  r e a l  busy ,  g o i n g  c a l l i n g  
u p o n  t h e  f l o c k s ,  o f  t h e s e  h e r e  p e o p l e .  You c o u l d  see h i m  
o u t  e v e r y  day,  he  was g o i n g  u p  on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  h i l l  
t h e r e  i n  Wardner,  d o o r  t o  d o o r ,  you  know, p r a c t i c a l l y .  
The, ah, t h e y  had v e r y  good t u r n o u t s .  As a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  
t h e  c h u r c h  p l a y e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  
commun i t y .  And ah, t h e y  w o u l d  have  p rog rams ,  and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h a t  a t  t h e  c h u r c h .  A l s o ,  c h o i r s ,  and q u a r t e t s .  
M u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  and t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  t y p e  w o u l d  be  found 
i n  t h e  c h u r c h  w h i c h  y o u  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  i n  some o t h e r  p a r t s .  
D i d  a  man named F a r r e l l  e v e r  come and p r e a c h  h e r e ?  A man 
named F a r r e l l .  
I ' v e  h e a r d  o f  t h a t  name, he  was a  l o g g e r  p r e a c h e r .  Yes. 
He n e v e r  came t o  m i n i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  he was up t h e  r i v e r  
h e r e ,  yea.  He was a  p r e a c h e r ,  t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t .  T h a t  
i s  n o t  a l l  o f  h i s  l i f e .  D i c k  F a r r e l l  was a l s o  an employee 
o f  l u m b e r  companies .  He was, more o r  l e s s ,  amongst  t h e  
I n d u s t r i a l  Worke rs  o f  t h e  W o r l d ,  t h a t  he was more o f  an  
i n f o r m e r .  T h a t  was one o f  h i s  ways o f  g e t t i n g  i n ,  i s  
t h r o u g h  r e l i g i o n .  B u t  ah ,  t o  g e t  b a c k  t o  t h i s  h e r e ,  
ah..  . c h u r c h  p rog rams  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  why I remember 
l i k e  d u r i n g  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  a c t s .  The c h u r c h ,  a  s m a l l  
c h u r c h ,  t h e y  had a  g r e a t  b i g  map o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  As t h e  1 8 t h  Amendment was 
r a t i f i e d ,  t h e y  c o l o r e d  t h e  s t a t e  i n ,  you know. And ah,  o f t  
t i m e s  commented, I t h i n k  I l e a r n e d  more geography  b y  
w a t c h i n g  t h a t  map, i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  t h e n  I d i d  i n  
s c h o o l .  B u t  ah ,  ... 
Were t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  h e r e  as P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  a s . . . ?  
Oh, yes .  Ve ry  much so.  And ah,  w e l l ,  I t h i n k ,  
t h e  . . .p  r o b a b l y ,  a l l  o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u r c h e s  were.  I 
t h i n k ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e y  more o r  l e s s ,  came f rom 
t h e  p a r t  o f  Eu rope  where  t h e y  had more w i n e s  and t h i n g s ,  i n  
t h e i r  homes. S o u t h e r n  Europe and F r a n c e  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t .  
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Where d i d  k i d s  go t o  s c h o o l ,  i n  Wardner? 
They had a  Wardner s c h o o l .  I t  was a  n i c e  b u i l d i n g .  A 
f r a m e  b u i l d i n g .  And ah  ... 
How many rooms were i n  i t ?  
Oh, i t s  c a p a c i t y  as  i t  was a t  f i r s t .  I have  a  p i c t u r e  o f  
i t  i n  t h e r e .  
B u t ,  anyway t h e y  had a  c a p a c i t y ,  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  a t  one t i m e .  
How many k i d s  went t o  s c h o o l  t h e r e ?  
W e l l ,  I w o u l d  say  t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s e s  a r o u n d  t h a t  t i m e  
a b o u t ,  a b o u t  1 0  o r  1 2 ,  maybe up t o  a b o u t  40.  And ah ,  I 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  t h e r e  was 4 1  i n  t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  
c l a s s .  
When you were g r o w i n g  up  d i d  p e o p l e  buy many t h i n g  a t  t h e  
s t o r e ?  
Oh, yes .  G e n e r a l  s t o r e s ,  l i k e  you c o u l d  say ,  t h e y  was v e r y  
g e n e r a l .  And ah, t h e  b u t c h e r  shops,  we had  b u t c h e r  shops 
i n  Wardner. Sawdust  on t h e  f l o o r ,  and t h e  b u t c h e r ,  he  wore 
g a u n t l e t  l i k e  on  h i s  arm h e r e ,  and  a  s t r a w  h a t ,  as  p a r t  o f  
h i s  t r a d e .  And ah, h a n g i n g  up  w o u l d  be s i d e s  o f  meat ,  
v a r i o u s  c u t s  and  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  f o w l s .  
D i d  p e o p l e  buy v e g e t a b l e s ,  i n  t h e  s t o r e s  t o o ?  
Oh, yes.  We had i n  t h e  s t o r e  ... why t h e r e  was b i n s  w i t h  
f r e s h  r o o t  v e g e t a b l e s  i n  'em. And p o t a t o e s  and c a r r o t s  and 
r u t e b a g a s ,  and p a r s n i p s ,  and cabbages.  And ah,  t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t ,  you c o u l d  p i c k  o u t  what  you wanted.  And ah, t h e r e  
was a l s o  t h e  b i g  k e r o s e n e  b a r r e l ,  empty k e r o s e n e  cans.  
They, t h e s e  k e r o s e n e ,  some f o r  lamp ... l i g h t i n g ,  and o t h e r s  
f o r  p o l i s h i n g  t h e  f l o o r s .  And ah,  I worked  i n  a  s t o r e  when 
I was a  boy.  P a r t  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  I remember on  S a t u r d a y s ,  I 
w o u l d  have t o  fill t h e  g a l l o n  cans w i t h  k e r o s e n e .  P u t  a  
p o t a t o  o v e r  t h e  s p o u t .  And I ' d  r u n  e r r a n d s .  I remember, 
one t i m e ,  a  woman, she ld . . .had  a  phone i n  t h e  s t o r e ,  woman 
c a l l e d  up, she was a  E n g l i s h  woman. She s a i d  she wanted a  
b r u s h  t o  broom t h e  f l o o r .  W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  know what  k i n d  o f  
a  broom she wanted and I asked  my e m p l o y e r .  H i s  name was 
P a u l  P r i c e .  A n 1 ,  "Why d o n ' t  you t a k e  t h i s  broom up t o  
h e r . "  And t h i s  broom w i t h  a  h a i r  b r u s h ,  w i t h  a  h a n d l e  on  
i t ,  you know. I t o o k  i t  up t o  h e r  home. "Why," she  s a i d ,  
" t h a t  i s  n o t  what  I wanted. "  And I s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  Mrs .  
B a r t o n , "  I s a y s  " T h i s  i s  a  v e r y  good broom, you c o u l d  b r u s h  
r i g h t  u n d e r  y o u r  t a b l e  w i t h  t h i s . "  W e l l ,  she s a y s  "Young 
man, 1'11 have you u n d e r s t a n d  I do b r u s h  u n d e r  my t a b l e . "  
W e l l ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was r a t h e r  d i s l i k e d .  A l s o ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s t o r e s  up t h e r e  l i k e  Wardner ,  t h e r e  was s e v e r a l  o f  them. 
T h e r e  was T o n e r ' s  g r o c e r y  s t o r e ,  and S e l i g l s ,  and A.P. 
H u t t o n ,  c o u p l e  o t h e r s .  They w o u l d  send o u t  s o l i c i t o r s .  
And t h i s  guy w o u l d  have t o  be a  l i n g u i s t .  And he wou ld  go 
f r o m  d o o r  t o  d o o r ,  t a k i n g  g r o c e r y  o r d e r s .  And ah,  t h e  
f e l l o w  who worked f o r  S e l i g l s  s t o r e ,  h i s  name was 
V o i g t l a n d e r .  He was a  German. My m o t h e r  c o u l d  t a l k  
German, and she  o f t  t i m e s  gave h i m  t h e  g r o c e r y  o r d e r .  And 
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I remember, l a t e r  on,  when I worked p e d d l i n g  m i l k ,  and t h i s  
same V o i g t l a n d e r ,  he  was C r e d i t  A s s o c i a t i o n - - c o l l e c t e d  t h e  
money f o r  t h i s  m i l k  company. He s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  German t o  
me. W e l l ,  I c o u l d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  a  work  he  was s a y i n g .  
Now, he  s a y s ,  " D o n ' t  k i d  me, I know t h a t  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  
wha t  I am t a l k i n g  a b o u t . "  Because my m o t h e r  c o u l d  t a l k  t h e  
l a n g u a g e ,  w e l l ,  he t h o u g h t  t h a t  I c o u l d  t o o .  B u t  I d i d n ' t .  
Would p e o p l e  send away m a i l  o r d e r ,  f o r  t h i n g s  v e r y  much? 
What i s  t h a t ?  
D i d  p e o p l e  use  m a i l  o r d e r  v e r y  o f t e n ?  
Oh, t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  was a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g .  As a  
m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  when t h e  m a i l  wou ld  come t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  
w o u l d  j u s t  f i l l  up w i t h  p e o p l e .  And ah,  t h e y  know wha t  
t i m e  t h e  t r a i n  w o u l d  come up i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  f r o m  Spokane.  
And t h e n  be met  b y  t h e  s t a g e  w h i c h l d  come f r o m  Wardner .  
And ah,  t h e  room i n  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  was a b o u t  t h e  same s i z e  
a s  t h i s  one.  I t  w o u l d  j u s t  g e t  so  f u l l  o f  p e o p l e ,  y o u  
c o u l d  h a r d l y  t u r n  a r o u n d .  And t h e y  had t h e i r  m a i l  b o x e s  
and g e n e r a l  d e l i v e r y .  And ah,  t h e y  g e t  t h e r e  and t a l k .  
G a t h e r ,  some o f  'em w o u l d  g e t  t h e r e  e a r l y  and v i s i t .  I t  
was q u i t e  a  s o c i a l  p o i n t ,  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  Wardner P o s t  
O f f i c e ,  you know i n  t h e  communi ty .  Much more so than1 i t  i s  
t o d a y .  Because,  l i k e  l i v i n g  i n  a  s m a l l  t o w n  y o u  knew 
e v e r y b o d y  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  t o w n  and ah, t h e y  knew who y o u  
were.  And ah ,  you  b o t h  had  t h e  same f o c a l  p o i n t s  t o  g e t  
t o g e t h e r .  You meet  i n  c h u r c h ,  y o u ' d  b e  i n  f r a t e r n a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  t y p e .  So, t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  
was r e a l l y  one o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  commun i t y .  
They t e l l  a  s t o r y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days ,  i n  M u r r a y .  O f  c o u r s e  
I t h i n k  t h e  s t o r y  was t o l d  many t i m e s  and p r o b a b l y  o v e r  
t o l d .  Abou t  t h e  s t o r e k e e p e r ,  he had  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e .  He 
had  one c a n  f o r  i n - g o i n g  m a i l  and one c a n  f o r  o u t - g o i n g  
m a i l .  And i f  you  t h o u g h t  you  had some m a i l ,  y o u  j u s t  
l o o k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a n  t o  see i f  you  d i d .  And, t h e  p o s t a l  
i n s p e c t o r  come i n  t h e r e  and saw t h e  p e o p l e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  m a i l  l i k e  t h a t ,  why h e  d i d n ' t  a p p r o v e  o f  t h a t  v e r y  
much. He s t a r t e d  t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r e k e e p e r  a b o u t  i t  was no 
way t o  r u n  a  p o s t  o f f i c e .  And, t h e  s t o r e k e e p e r  d i d n ' t  s a y  
n o t h i n g .  He j u s t  p i c k e d  u p  b o t h  cans ,  and s e t  'em o n  t h e  
p o r c h  and g i v e  'em a  b i g  k i c k  o u t  i n  t h e  s t r e e t .  " T h e r e , "  
h e  s a y s ,  " i s  y o u r  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  t a k e  c a r e  o f  i t . "  And ah ,  
w e l l ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  O f  c o u r s e ,  p o s t a l  emp loyees ,  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days ,  were u n d e r  c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  I 
t h i n k  t h e  p o s t  m a s t e r  m u s t  have s e l e c t e d  h i s  employees.  
When, you  s a y  t h a t  l a n d  p r i c e s  were e x p e n s i v e  i n  Wardner . . .?  
W h a t ' s  t h a t ?  
Land  p r i c e s  were  e x p e n s i v e  i n  Wardner.  Were f o o d  p r i c e s  
e x p e n s i v e  t o o ?  
Yes, t h e y  were .  Yes, t h e y  were,  They had a  l o t  o f  
c r e d i t .  And ah,  p e o p l e  who were p a y i n g  f o r  t h i s  c r e d i t ,  
t h e y  had ... t h e y  p a i d  a  good d e a l  sum o f  money, t h e y  d i d ,  
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r e g a r d s  t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  c r e d i t .  I t  i s  j u s t  l i k e  i t  i s  
t o d a y ,  c r e d i t  i s  e x p e n s i v e .  And ah,  t h e  . . .  t h e y  had a  l o w  
c a s h  f l o w ,  t h e  v e l o c i t y  o f  t h e  money was v e r y  s l o w .  P a y i n g  
e v e r y  30 days .  L i k e  t o d a y ,  mos t  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  c a s h  t r a d e ,  
money t u r n s  v e r y  much f a s t e r .  
So, d i d  p e o p l e  pay w i t h  coupons a t  t h e  s t o r e s ?  
No. No, t h e y  n e v e r  had  a  company s t o r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  They 
p a i d  w i t h  cash ,  a t  t h e  s t o r e s  h e r e .  Ah, l i k e  I s a y ,  some 
o f  t h e  b o a r d i n g  houses ,  were  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  m i n e s .  They 
h a d  t h e . .  . o f  c o u r s e  t h e  s a l o o n s  and t h e  g a m b l i n g  p l a c e s ,  
t h e y  gave away t h e i r  h i c k e y s  o r  t r a d e s .  Good f o r  t r a d e s .  
O f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  was t o  b r i n g  t h e  p a t r o n s  back .  He had  t o  
spend  h i s  money. So, t h a t  i s  a b o u t  t h e  way i t  was. 
What i s  a  h i c k e y ?  
W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  what  you w o u l d  c a l l  now. L i k e  y o u  was p l a y i n g  
c a r d s ,  and i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  p a i d  o f f  i n  c a s h .  Your  c h i p s ,  
y o u ' d  c a s h  y o u r  c h i p s  i n  t h e y  w o u l d  g i v e  you. . .see ah . . .a  
b r a s s ,  m e t a l .  . . on  i t  i t ' d  say  maybe ' 'May's S a l o o n n  see.  
"Good f o r  one d o l l a r  i n  t r a d e " .  "May 's  S a l o o n u .  And, l i k e  
t h a t .  And ah,  same way j u s t  as w e l l  l i k e  i n  Reno t h e y  have  
t h e i r  g a m b l i n g  p i e c e s  t h e r e .  You g e t  a  h i c k e y ,  you  d o n ' t  
g e t  c o i n .  
What k i n d  o f . . . l i k e  what  k i n d  o f  f o o d  d i d  p e o p l e ,  t h e  
m i n e r s  e a t ?  L i k e  what  was t h e i r  t y p i c a l  b r e a k f a s t ,  

. a f t e r n o o n  mea l ,  and d i n n e r ?  
W e l l ,  a  t y p i c a l  b r e a k f a s t  was v e r y ,  v e r y  good. They had,  a  
l o t  o f  'em w o u l d  e a t  m o s t l y  h o t  c e r e a l ,  o f  o a t m e a l  
o r .  . . l i k e  t h a t .  And ah,  t h e y  a t e  meat and p o t a t o e s ,  and 
g r a v e y .  They s a i d ,  i n  t h e s e  b o a r d i n g  houses  t h e  m i n e r s  
w o u l d  e a t  a n y t h i n g  you  p u t  g r a v y  on i t .  And ah,  t h e  same 
way t h e y  used  t o  say  o f  t h e  l o g g e r s ,  t h e y  w o u l d  e a t  
a n y t h i n g  you c o u l d  p o u r  w h i s k e y  on i t - - a  b a l e  o f  hay .  They 
a t e  a  l o t  o f  b r e a d s .  They had b a k e r i e s  i n  town ,  and 
p a s t r i e s .  And ah,  most  o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e y  d i d  t h e i r  own 
b a k i n g .  
D i d  y o u r  m o t h e r  make any N o r w e g i a n  d i s h e s ?  
Oh, y e s .  T h a t  was one t h i n g  a b o u t  h e r ,  she  d i d  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  home c o o k i n g ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  My m o t h e r  baked  a l l  
t h e  b r e a d s  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y .  She made t h e  d o u g h n u t s ,  and 
c innamon r o l l s ,  and c a k e s .  And my s i s t e r s  w o u l d  h e l p  t o o .  
T h a t  was one t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  And o f  c o u r s e ,  we u s e d  t o  
h a v e ,  I remember, my m o t h e r  w o u l d  make f o r  Sunday. She 
w o u l d  a l w a y s  make a  c h o c o l a t e  cake ,  and a  w h i t e  c a k e .  And 
ah,  t h a t ' s  f o r  c e r t a i n  f o r  Sunday, y o u ' d  have  y o u r  c h o i c e  
o f  t w o  k i n d s  o f  c a k e .  And ah,  t h e y  w o u l d  make v a r i o u s  
t y p e s ,  o f  what  t h e y  c a l l  c o f f e e  b r e a d s ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t .  And ah,  s t o r e s  d i d n ' t  s e l l  much b r e a d ,  t h e y  w o u l d  
h a v e  a  few l o a v e s  o f  b r e a d  t h e r e .  The m o s t ,  t h e  b a k e r i e s ,  
m o s t l y  s o l d  t o  b o a r d i n g  houses.  And ... b u t ,  somet imes,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  b o u g h t  i t .  B u t  ah,  mos t  e v e r y  one o f  t h e s e  
f a m i l i e s ,  t h e y  b o u g h t  t h e  f l o u r ,  and t h e y  b o u g h t  f o r  t h e i r  
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p a n t r i e s .  And ah ,  I c a n  remember, j u s t  even ,  t h a t  I and  
Jane h e r e ,  was m a r r i e d .  We been m a r r i e d  n e a r l y  50  y e a r s  
now. And ah, we had  a  good p a n t r y .  We w o u l d  buy s u g a r  i n  
1 0 0  pound bags,  and f l o u r  i n  b i g  s a c k s ,  and we 'd  buy m i l k  
b y  t h e  case .  Buy t h i n g s  i n  p r e t t y  good s i z e d  vo lume.  As a  
m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h i n k  w e ' d  p r o b a b l y  have k e p t  on  e a t i n g  f o r  
a  y e a r  i f  e v e r y t h i n g l d  s h u t  down. And ah, w e ' d  a l w a y s  had  
a  l o t  o f  f o o d  i n  t h e  house.  
What k i n d  o f  c l o t h e s  d i d  m i n e r s  wear? 
W e l l ,  m i n e r s  were ,  and a h  . . .  were v e r y  f a s t i d i o u s  g r o u p  o f  
p e o p l e .  S t r a n g e  as i t  may seem. B u t  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  p o o r  
d r e s s e d ,  as  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  w o u l d  s a y .  I c o u l d  show you  
o l d  p i c t u r e s  o f  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  m i n i n g  camps. You can  see 
t h a t  some o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e  were  v e r y  w e l l  d r e s s e d .  And ah, 
a s  a  boy 'I was t a u g h t  one t h i n g  a b o u t ,  t h a t  I keep m y s e l f  
w e l l  d r e s s e d .  I was, t h e  f a c t  o f  i t  was, t h e  o n l y  boy ,  you  
c a n  see p i c t u r e s  o f  me g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l - - c l a s s r o o m  
p i c t u r e s .  I was t h e  o n l y  boy i n  s c h o o l  w i t h  a  n e c k t i e .  
And a  w h i t e  s h i r t .  
Yea. And ah,  I c o u l d n ' t  go t o  bed  a t  n i g h t  u n l e s s  I s h i n e d  
b y  shoes.  My shoes were s h i n e d .  W e r e n ' t  s h i n e d  b e f o r e  I 
went  t o  bed,  I had t o  g e t  o u t  o f  bed  and s h i n e  them. And 
a h ,  I c a n  remember, we a l l  had  a  good s u i t  o f  c l o t h e s .  We 
had  a . . . c l o t h e s  t h a t  we wore  t o  c h u r c h ,  f o r  Sunday. T h a t  
was Sunday c l o t h e s .  
How a b o u t  work  c l o t h e s ,  what  d i d  t h e y  wear . . .?  
And work  c l o t h e s .  W e l l ,  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  a s  good ... 
Were t h e y  o v e r a l l s ,  o r . . . ?  
Oh, yes .  They were  m o s t l y  j u s t  o v e r a l l s .  B u t  w o r k i n g  i n  
t h e  m ines  was s o r t  o f  l i k e  a  s p e c i f i c  t r a d e .  You had  t o  
have  f a i r l y  good c l o t h e s  t o  work  i n  v a r i o u s  t y p e  p l a c e s .  
Were t h e r e  s p e c i a l  names f o r  t h e  c l o t h e s ?  
What? 
Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  names f o r  t h e  m i n i n g  work c l o t h e s ?  
Oh yes ,  t h e y  c a l l e d  them t h e  d i g g e r s .  
D i g g e r s ?  
Yea. And ah,  you  used  t o  have  t h e s e  t r a n s i e n t  m i n e r s .  
L i k e  I s a y ,  h e ' d  k e p t  a  s e t  o f  d i g g e r s ,  i n  B u t t e ,  and a  s e t  
o f  d i g g e r s  o v e r  h e r e  i n  t h e  Coeur  d l A l e n e s .  H e ' d  come and 
work h e r e  f o r  1 0  days ,  and t h a t  wou ld  be c a p i t a l  a g a i n s t  a  
s m a l l  m i n i n g  company. And h e ' d  move on t o  someplace e l s e .  
See. 
What d i d  t h e y  l o o k  l i k e ,  t h e  d i g g e r s ?  
W e l l ,  t h e  d i g g e r s ,  you  had t o  have a  p a i r  o f  h o b n a i l  
b o o t s .  A u s t r i a n  h o b n a i l s  i n  'em. And ah,  t h e y  were  made 
a l l  o u t  o f  l e a t h e r .  We had  some r u b b e r  shoes .  B u t  t h e  
r u b b e r  shoes d i d  n o t  come i n  t i l l  a b o u t  t h e  l a t e  ' 2 0 s .  And 
ah,  t h e y  were v e r y  e x p e n s i v e .  They were . . .see t h e s e  m i n e s  
and d r i f t s  had w a t e r  i n  'em i n  p l a c e s .  You had t o  w a l k  
t h r o u g h ,  you  o u g h t  t o  g e t  a  p a i r  o f  good w a t e r p r o o f  shoes .  
Near  as  you c o u l d ,  you t o o k  v e r y  good c a r e  o f  y o u r  shoes,  



because  t h e y  were v e r y  e x p e n s i v e .  I remember, I worked  
somet imes  f o r  a  who le  week, t o  pay f o r  a  p a i r  o f  
s h o e s - - b o o t s .  And ah,  we had  Buckhex ,  C o p e l a n d  R i d e r s ,  a n d  
D r y  Bone shoes and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  And ah,  t h e s e  shoes  
were  b u i l t  on  a  c e r t a i n  l a s t  f o r  t h e  m i n e r s .  Heavy 
c o u n t e r s  on t h e  o u t s i d e ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  And ah,  
many o f  t h e  m i n e r s  i n  t h e i r  homes, t h e y  had  t h e i r  own shoe  
l a s t s .  T h e i r  own n a i l s .  T h e i r  own l e a t h e r .  They d i d  
t h e i r  own h a l f - s o l e i n g ,  and  ... and t o o k  c a r e  o f  h i s  s h o e s .  
Even  some had t h e i r  own a w l s .  D i d  t h e i r  own s e w i n g .  O f  
c o u r s e ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  was many p e o p l e  who were  more 
s k i l l e d  i n  t h e i r  use  o f  l e a t h e r .  O f  c o u r s e ,  l e a t h e r  was i n  
u s e .  I n  h a r n e s s  w o r k ,  i n  t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  t y p e .  

DB: How a b o u t  p a n t s  and s h i r t ?  
MC: What? 
DB: How a b o u t  p a n t s  and s h i r t s ?  
MC: W e l l ,  ah, ah,  l i k e  you  t a k e  t h e  o v e r a l l s ,  i n  u s e  mos t  o f  

t h e  t i m e .  And o f  c o u r s e ,  m i n e r s ,  t h e y ,  wore  w o o l  c l o t h e s .  
Wool u n d e r w e a r ,  w o o l ,  w o o l  was q u i t e  an e x t e n s i v e  t h i n g .  
Ah, I remember, q u i t e  a  few p e o p l e  e v e r y t h i n g  p r a c t i c a l l y  
y o u  b o u g h t  was woo l .  See, now, l i k e  i n  d r e s s  c l o t h e s .  
P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o u r  d r e s s  c l o t h e s  were n a t u r a l  f i b e r s .  
They were  m o s t l y  o u t  o f  w o o l ,  s i l k ,  and c o t t o n .  You d i d n ' t  
have  any o f  t h e s e  h e r e  p o l y e s t e r s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e ,  t h a t  
d a y s .  And a  l i t t l e  town  l i k e  Wardner ,  and l i k e  even  u p  
h e r e  l i k e  K e l l o g g - - i n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  t a i l o r s .  I n  t h e  communi ty .  And t h e  p e o p l e  u s e d  t o  go 
o u t  on  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t ,  on  t h e  town .  And Sundays was a  b i g  
o c c a s i o n ,  i n  town .  E v e r y b o d y  w o u l d  t a k e  a  b a t h .  And a  
h a i r c u t .  And go t o  t h e  dances .  A l o t  o f  dances .  They 
d r e s s e d  v e r y  w e l l .  And ah,  I t e l l  you,  I b o u g h t  some 
c l o t h e s  t h a t  w o u l d  t a k e  my w h o l e  m o n t h ' s  wages, t o  pay  f o r  
'em. And ah,  you were  j u s t  t o  s t o p  t o  t h i n k  t o d a y  i f  you  
h a d  t o  go o u t  and  g e t ,  buy  a  s u i t  o f  c l o t h e s ,  and  you  had  
t o  pay  y o u r  who le  m o n t h l y  income.  One 1 2 t h  o f  y o u r  y e a r l y  
i n c o m e  f o r  one s u i t  o f  c l o t h e s .  And i t  w o u l d  be  v e r y  
e x p e n s i v e .  And ah,  we had t h e  f i n e s t  o f  m a t e r i a l .  And, 
y o u ' d  go,  maybe f o u r  o r  f i v e  t i m e s  f o r  y o u r  f i t t i n g  f o r  
y o u r  c l o t h e s .  To t h e  t a i l o r .  And ah, c l o t h e s  were  v e r y  
e x p e n s i v e .  B u t  p e o p l e  t o o k  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  appearance .  
Yes. I can  remember, we been  t a l k i n g  when I was a  b o y .  We 
u s e d  t o  w o r k  f o r  a  f e l l o w ,  he was f rom. . .he  was 
Y u g o s l a v i a n .  H i s  name was L a s l o  T u r i k o .  And ah,  we u s e d  
t o  l i k e  t o  h e a r  h i m  t a l k .  We t a l k e d  o f t e n .  I s a y ,  I twhat  
a r e  you g o i n g  t o  do t o n i g h t ,  L a s l o ? I 1  ' ' W e l l ,  gonna g e t  a  
b a t h ,  and a  h a i r c u t ,  gonna l i s t e n  t o  t h e  band p l a y ,  and  
t h e n  I ' m  gonna go down..11 T h e r e  was a  woman t h a t  u s e d  t o  
be  on t h e  s t r e e t s .  She c a r r i e d  e v a n g e l i s t i c  work  w i t h  a  
drum and a  f l a g ,  and a  few m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s .  And t h e y ' d  
p r a y  and t h e y  s i n g ,  and t h e n  go down t h e  s t r e e t  t o  a n o t h e r  
p l a c e .  They come down t o  one o f  t h e  g a m b l i n g  



e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  t h e r e ,  and b o o t l e g  p l a c e s .  There was a  
f e l l o w  t h e r e ,  t h a t  d e a l t  c a r d s .  H i s  name was Rudd. And he 
had a  b e a u t i f u l  v o i c e .  G i f t e d  s i n g e r .  And he would  c l o s e  
up  h i s  c a r d s .  And he wou ld  come o u t  and he would  s t a n d  
w i t h  t h i s  h e r e  woman. Her name was Mrs.  H i n c k l e y .  He 
wou ld  s i n g  w i t h  h e r .  An1 when h e ' d  g e t  t h r o u g h ,  h e ' d  r e a c h  
i n  h i s  p o c k e t .  He had a  w a l l e t  t h a t  was abou t ,  oh, abou t  
t h a t  s i z e .  And wrapped w i t h  a  p i e c e  o f  b u c k s k i n  wrap. 
H e ' d  a lways  l a y  abou t  a  $10 b i l l  on h e r  drum. And, guys 
wou ld  j u s t  h u r r y  back i n  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  game where he was 
d e a l i n g .  See? Q u i t e  a  showman. B u t  h i s  v o i c e  was 
w o n d e r f u l .  And, h e l d  say,  "gonna see Rudd s i n g " .  And ah, 
t h e r e l d  be q u i t e  a  crowd g a t h e r e d  t o  hea r  Rudd s i n g .  And 
t h e r e  was a  v e r y  deep sense o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  I t h i n k ,  f o r  
mus ic .  Ah, I t e l l  you,  t h e  l i k e s  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  f o r  t h i s  
g roup  o f  young p e o p l e .  We was a l l  v e r y  p o o r ,  we d i d n ' t  
have t o o  much money. We would  g a t h e r  a t  one house, 
p r o b a b l y .  And t h e n  we 'd  have a  f e l l o w  i n  town who t a u g h t  
mus i c .  He was c a l l e d  P r o f e s s o r  Oldham. He was a  o l d  
g r a y - h a i r e d  man. And he t a u g h t  t h e  v i o l i n  and s t r i n g e d  
i n s t r u m e n t s .  And h e ' d  come ove r  and he would  t e a c h  us 
a l l .  Have a  g roup  l e s s o n  on t h e  mando l i n .  I t  c o s t  us  9.25 
each t h e n .  And t h e n  a f t e r w a r d s  y o u ' d  have t h e  s o c i a l  
o c c a s i o n .  And t h e  young p e o p l e  wou ld  be t o g e t h e r .  And ah, 
t h a t  was one o f  t h e  ways t h e y  had o f  e n t e r t a i n i n g  young 
peop le .  Tha t  t i m e .  A l s o ,  i t  was r a t h e r  c o n s t r u c t i v e .  And 
ah, so t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i t  was t h o s e  t y p e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  you 
d o n ' t  see them anymore. O f  cou rse  you wou ld  o n l y  f i n d  them 
i n  a  s m a l l  community,  anyway. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  you would  
f i n d  them i n  a  l a r g e r  community.  And ah, t h e r e  was one 
t h i n g  t h a t  seems t o  me, l i k e  when I was a  boy g o i n g  t o  
s c h o o l .  Tha t  ah, t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n .  We had t h e  
b i n o m i a l  theorem o f  numbers s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  t h i r d  g rade .  
And ah, most o f  t h e  peop le ,  seems t o  me, l i k e  who came f r om 
N o r t h e r n  Europe, and even some f r o m  S o u t h e r n  Europe.  They 
u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  b i n o m i a l  theorem o f  numbers. I c o u l d  come 
home f r o m  s c h o o l ,  my p a r e n t s  knew what I was t a l k i n g  
abou t .  And ah, we had v a l u e s  l i k e  i n  mathemat ics  t h a t  were 
r e l a t i v e  t o  what we were d o i n g ,  l i k e  i n  everyday  l i f e .  And 
ah, I d o n ' t  f i n d  t h a t  so much t o d a y .  Tha t  many o f  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  we were t a u g h t ,  i n  t e rms  o f  t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l s  were f a r  b e h i n d  t o  what we were t a u g h t ,  l i k e  when I 
was a  boy.  When I was i n  t h e  f o u r t h  g rade  i n  s c h o o l ,  I was 
t a u g h t  t h e  t i m e s  t a b l e  t o  t w e n t y - f i v e .  Then I was t a u g h t  
l i k e ,  how t o  m u l t i p l y  by numbers e n d i n g  i n  f i v e .  I neve r  
f o r g e t  i t .  

(END OF TAPE 20; S i d e  2)  


