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B u t  i f  we 'd  t a k e n  them o u t  t o  g e t  them cus tom-sharpened  
t h a t  wou ld  c o s t  u s  a b o u t  $ . l o  each t o  g e t  new b i t  p u t  on, 
sharpened .  I f  we b r o k e  a  b i t  o f f  i t  wou ld  c o s t  u s  $.25 
c e n t s  t o  have new a  b i t  reshaped .  I f  we b r o k e  a  shank t h a t  
was p u t  i n t o  t h e  d r i l l ,  t h a t  wo ld  c o s t  a n o t h e r  q u a r t e r .  
So, you say you used 80  p i e c e s  o f  s t e e l  a  day, where wou ld  
t h o s e  p i e c e s  o f  s t e e l  go? 
We wore them o u t .  
Wore them o u t .  
We'd wear them o u t ,  we would .  You know, we c o u l d n ' t  use 
them a g a i n .  The gauge was gone o f t e n .  So, you c o u l d n ' t  
f o l l o w  one w i t h  a n o t h e r .  
Was t h a t  when you were h i t t i n g  w i t h  a  hammer? 
No. We had pneumat i c  t o o l s .  
OK. Pneumat i c  t o o l s .  
We used t h i s  I n g e r s o l l - R o a d .  
When d i d  t h e y  s t a r t  u s i n g  t h e  pneuma t i c  t o o l s  v e r s u s  t h e  
hand.. .? 
W e l l  t h a t ' s  ... I t o l d  you abou t  i t  b e f o r e ,  I t h i n k  i t  was 
abou t  1900.  When t h e y  f i r s t  b r o u g h t  i n  t h e . .  . 
OK. B u t  when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  m i n i n g  ... 
When I f i r s t  s t a r t e d  m i n i n g  t h e y  had a l l  pneumat i c  t o o l s .  
The hammer man was gone. E x c e p t  as a  boy I was, l i k e  I 
s a i d ,  I worked o u t  on  a  s m a l l  m i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  where t h e y  
d i d n ' t  have any a i r  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  A l l  t h e y  had was 
j u s t  p h y s i c a l .  You had t o  have, what m i n e r s  used t o  say ,  
''A 44 C o l t  and a  f o u r  h a t v .  I f  you had t h o s e ,  why you met 
a l l  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  o f  m i n i n g .  
I j u s t  showing  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h e r e ,  say when you f i r s t ,  when 
you were abou t  14 ,  and you used t h a t  hammer w i t h  t h e  t h o n g  
a round  t h e  w r i s t .  See, r i g h t  t h e r e .  .. 
Tha t  was . . . tha t  was how t h a t  was. And j u s t  l i k e  t h e y  used  
t o  say t h e y  g o t  t h e ,  i n  t h e  o l d  days,  t h e y  had t h e  s o f t  
h a t s  and hard-headed m i n e r s .  And now t h e y  have t h e  h a r d  
heads and t h e  s o f t  h a t s .  I mean, t h e  h a r d  h a t s  and t h e  
s o f t  heads.  And ha , .  . . 
When you mined,  how d i d  you g e t  t h e  t i m b e r  f o r  i t ?  
What? 
How d i d  you g e t  t h e  t i m b e r  t o  sho re  up t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  
m ine?  
W e l l ,  t i m b e r i n g  i s  q u i t e  an a r t ,  i n  m i n i n g .  Ah, you have 
t o ,  one t h i n g  abou t  i t  you have t o  be a  p r e t t y  good j udge  
o f  t h e  r o c k  and t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  s u r r o u n d  you.  Because 
you have t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r s e l f  f r o m  f a l l i n g  d e b r i s ,  o r  t h i n g s  
t h a t  come down. And ah, t h e  Comstock l o d e  i n  V i r g i n i a .  I 
mean, i n  Nevada, V i r g i n i a  C i t y  i n  Nevada. Where t h e y  
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i n v e n t e d  a  p a t t e r n  what t h e y  c a l l e d  ' 'Square Set1' m i n i n g .  
Where you c o u l d  t a k e  t h e  t i m b e r s  and f rame i t  o u t  s o l d  f i t  
a  p a t t e r n ,  so one l o c k e d  i n  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r .  And t h e n  t h e y  
f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  mine l a r g e  a reas  i f  t h e y  t i m b e r e d  
w i t h  t h i s  method. And, b e f o r e  t h a t  t i m e  t h e y  had g r e a t  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  m i n i n g  t h e s e  a reas ,  o r  m i n i n g  a  l a r g e  amount, 
o r  open ing  up a  l a r g e  body o f  ground.  
D i d  you use t h a t  method on t h e .  ..? 
Yes. T h i s  method was used  ... i t  was used by t h e  bunker  
H i l l .  And ah, used i n  many mines i n  t h e  West. Where you 
had a  l o t  o f  f a u l t i n g .  Ah, t h e s e  f a u l t s ,  ah, g e o l o g i c a l  
f o r m a t i o n s  t h a t  were r e l a t e d  t o  eve ry  m i n i n a  c a m  
p r a c t i c a l l y ,  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  The f a u l t s  a r e  mark bedd ings  o r  
  lanes between r o c k s .  And ah, as t h e  e a r t h  moves a l o n a  t h e  
f a u l t  l i n e s ,  why p a r t  o f  t h e  r o c k s ,  i t  b r e a k s .  And when 
t h e s e  r o c k s  b reak ,  i n  t h e r e ,  t h e y  p r o v i d e  ...j u s t  l i k e  a  
sys tem o f  p i p i n g  o r  t u n n e l s ,  o r  t u b i n g  . .. t h e s e  h o t  m i n e r a l s  
and s o l u t i o n s  a r e  f o r c e d  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  h e r e  open ings .  Tha t  
causes t h e  d e p o s i t s  o f  t h e  o r e  b o d i e s  h e r e ,  i n  t h i s  Coeur 
d l A l e n e  m i n i n g  d i s t r i c t .  O f  cou rse ,  t h a t ' s  been done o v e r  
t h e  many, many ages and p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e .  And ah, we have 
l i k e  say he re ,  some o f  t h e  o l d e s t  r o c k  f o r m a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
w o r l d .  Here.  We d o n ' t  have any form o f  l i f e  o f  any t y p e ,  
t h a t ' s  been f ound  i n  t h e s e  r o c k s .  These r o c k s  a r e  v e r y  
o l d .  And ah, when t h e y  a r e  v e r y  metamorphosed, v e r y  
changed. And we a l s o  have  some b a s a l t i c  r o c k ,  some o f  
t h e s e  l a t e r  t y p e s  o f  r o c k - - t e r t i a r y  r o c k s .  T e r t i a r y  
p e r i o d s .  And ah, b u t ,  n o t  v e r y  much. We have he re ,  c a l l e d  
gem s tones ,  a round  t h e  Burke  a rea .  The r e s u l t  i s  t h i s  
a r e a ,  we have a  l a r g e  f a u l t  t h a t  comes t h r o u g h  t h i s  a rea .  
Most o f  t h i s  a rea .  Osburne f a u l t ,  and we have m i n o r  f a u l t s  
o f f  o f  t h a t .  Some o f  t h e s e  a reas  he re  have moved ove r  16 
m i l e s ,  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  one a n o t h e r .  
So, d i d  you make t h e  t i m b e r s  t o  s t o c k  up t h e  w a l l s ?  
Yes. Sometimes you had t o  frame you r  own t i m b e r  and j u s t  
go o u t  on t h e  h i l l s i d e  and c u t  a  t r e e  and b r i n g  i t  i n .  
Where would you buy them if you ... ? 
O t h e r w i s e ,  you c o u l d  buy t i m b e r  wh i ch  was a l r e a d y  framed. 
L i k e  t h e  l a r g e r  m i n i n g  companies t h e y  m a i n t a i n e d ,  t h e i r  own 
s a w m i l l s ,  t h e i r  own f o r e s t s  went o u t  and l o g g e d  t h e i r  own 
t i m b e r  and b r o u g h t  i t  i n  and. .. 
Were t h e  m i l l s  n e a r  t h e . . . ?  
They had a  t i e  m i l l  where t hey  shaped t h e s e  t i m b e r s .  L i k e  
a  square  s e t  he re ,  t h e y  would  have a  round  p o s t ,  w i t h  a  
t e n o n  on t h e  end. And t h e y  would ,  i t  was u s u a l l y ,  a  t r e e  
a t  l e a s t  had t o  be abou t  1 2  i n c h e s  i n  d i a m e t e r .  And t h e n ,  
t h e y  would  c u t  some t i m b e r  o u t  l i k e  8 by 10.  And t h e y  
would  square  t h o s e  t i m b e r s .  They would  have,  what t h e y  
wou ld  c a l l  a  p e r k  o r  a  t i e  t i m b e r ,  t h a t  wou ld  r u n  p a r a l l e l  
w i t h  t h e  o r e  body.  And ah, t h e n  t h e y  would  have a n o t h e r  
t i m b e r ,  c a l l e d  t h e  cap.  I t  r a n  f r o m  t h e  w a l l ,  i t  was 



h a n g i n g .  T h i s  w a l l  w h i c h  was above you.  T h a t ' s  t h e  
h a n g i n g  w a l l .  And t h i s  w a l l  w h i c h  was u s e d  f o r  s t a n d i n g  
on,  t h e  l o w e r  p a r t ,  t h a t  was t h e  f o o t  w a l l .  W e l l ,  when 
t h e y  s t a r t  p l a c i n g  t h e s e  s q u a r e  s e t s  i n  t h e r e  l i k e  t h a t ,  
see .  F i v e  b y  f i v e ,  seven  f e e t  h i g h .  And as you  b r o k e  o u t  
a  s e c t i o n  y o u ' d  b r e a k  o u t  j u s t  t o  f i t  one o f  t h e s e  s e t s .  
And you  p u t  i t  i n  and b r e a k  a n o t h e r  one.  L i k e  t h a t .  

DB: You mean b r e a k  i t  w i t h  d y n a m i t e ?  
MC: Yes. B l a s t  i t ,  d r i l l  t h i s  r o c k .  And you had a  c e r t a i n  

p a t t e r n  t o  f o l l o w ,  i n  t h e  sequence o f  m i n i n g ,  so as  t o  
n e v e r  g e t  t o o  much p r e s s u r e  f r o m  t h e  h a n g i n g  w a l l  on  you.  
You, had t o  s t u d y  t h a t .  Have some r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  
know ledge  o f  what  you had t o  s u p p o r t .  

DB: When you b l a s t e d  o u t ,  d i d  t h e  b l a s t  e v e r  t a k e  t i m b e r  w i t h  
i t ?  

MC: No, no ,  no.  U n l e s s  you were a  f o o l i s h  p e r s o n ,  d i d n ' t  know 
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  m i n i n g .  I f  you knew a b o u t  m i n i n g ,  you  knew 
j u s t  a b o u t  what  t o  s u s t a i n  and how you c o u l d  b r e a k  i t .  
M i n e r s  become v e r y  s k i l l f u l l  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  e x p l o s i v e s .  As 
a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  I can t e l l  you,  one o c c a s s i o n  I worked  
f o r  Page m i n e .  P u t  i n  a  c o m p r e s s o r  t h e r e .  They come t o  
f i n d  o u t  t h e y  o r d e r e d  two  compressors ,  one f o r  t h e  m i n i n g  
p r o p e r t y  i n  Page, one f o r  t h e  M o r n i n g  M ine ,  and t h e y  g o t  
t h e  b l u e p r i n t s  m i x e d  up.  They s e n t  t h e  b l u e p r i n t s ,  d i d n ' t  
f i t  t h e  compressor  t h a t  were g o i n '  t o  s i t  o n  ... t h e y  had t o  
t e a r  o u t  t h i s  c o n c r e t e .  And s t e e l .  And t h e y  was s e t  up  
r i g h t  i n  t h e  d r y  house above t h i s  h e r e  c o m p r e s s o r ,  where 
men wou ld  change t h e i r  c l o t h e s .  And i t  was p l a s t e r e d  up 
t h e r e .  And windows i n  i t .  And t h i s  e x p l o s i v e s  e x p e r t ,  he  
came i n  t h e r e  and he d r i l l e d  some h o l e s  i n  t h i s  h e r e  
c o n c r e t e .  He b l a s t e d  t h i s  h e r e  f o u n d a t i o n .  T h i s  c o n c r e t e  
f o u n d a t i o n  t o  s e t  t h i s  compressor  on. I was t h e r e ,  n e v e r  
e v e n  c r a c k e d  t h e  p l a s t e r  o r  even b r o k e  a  window. So, some 
o f  t h e s e  h e r e  m i n e r s ,  when i t  come t o  d r i l l i n g  a  h o l e  t h e y  
c a n  j u d g e  i t  v e r y ,  v e r y  c l o s e .  J u s t  e x a c t l y  how much t o  
p u t  i n  t h e r e .  You c a n  see t h e  same t h i n g  o u t  h e r e  i n  t h e s e  
r o a d  c u t s ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  They go o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  
t h e s e  e x p l o s i v e s ,  and c a n  a l m o s t  make them do t h e  work ,  you 
c o u l d n ' t  do w i t h  y o u r  hands.  You c o u l d n ' t  p i l e  i t  up so  
good y o u r s e l f .  They w o u l d  t a k e  a  m o u n t a i n  and l a y  i t  o v e r  
so easy ,  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  you c o u l d  a l m o s t  s t a n d  b e s i d e  i t  
when i t  e x p l o d e s .  

DB: Where d i d  you t a k e  y o u r  o r e  when you g o t  i t  o u t  o f  y o u r  
m i n e ?  

MC: W e l l ,  t h e  o r e  was b r o k e n ,  i t  was b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  
Then t h e y  had what  t h e y  c a l l e d  a  c o n c e n t r a t o r .  Now most  
m e t a l l i c  o r e s  w e i g h  more t h a n  t h e  was te  r o c k s  t h a t  a r e  w i t h  
'em. So, t h e  f i r s t  t y p e s  o f  m i l l s  t h a t  t h e y  had i n  h e r e ,  
l i k e  m i n i n g  l e a d  o r e s ,  as you m i g h t  know t h e s e  l e a d  o r e s  
s i t t i n g  r i g h t  u p  t h e r e ,  you can  p i c k  i t  u p ,  you can see i t  
has  v e r y  d i f f e r e n c e .  Now h e r e  i s  a  p i e c e  o f  g a l e n a  r o c k .  



See, i t  has a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  w e i g h t  t o  i t .  And ah,  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e ,  t h e y  found o u t  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  t a k e  
t h i s  r o c k  and c r u s h  a l l  t h e  r o c k .  They had t o  have wha t  
t h e y  c a l l e d  a  c r u s h e r .  F i r s t  c r u s h e r s  t h e y  had t h e y  were  
j a w  c r u s h e r s .  J u s t  l i k e  h i t t i n g  t h i s  hand a g a i n s t  t h a t  
hand.  

DB: I s  t h a t  l i k e  what  t h e y  had i n  t h e  s tamp m i l l s ?  
MC: W e l l ,  no t h e s e  w e r e n ' t  s tamp m i l l s .  T h i s  was a  j a w  

c r u s h e r .  T h i s  one went  l i k e  t h a t .  No, t h e  stamp m i l l  was 
j u s t  h i t t i n t  up and down. And ah,  i t  was one o f  t h e  e a r l y  
t y p e s  o f  m i l l s  t o o .  So, t h e n  t h e y  w o u l d  t a k e  and t h e y  
w o u l d  r u n  t h i s  h e r e ,  a n '  s e t  t h i s  j aw  a t  a  c e r t a i n  
o p e n i n g .  T h e y ' d  have  t h e i r  b i n s  where t h e  muck o r e  was 
coming  i n t o .  Feed t o  t h i s  h e r e .  They c o u l d  s e t  t h a t  
t h e r e .  So a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  f e e d  w o u l d  come t h r o u g h  i t .  
W e l l ,  t h e n  t h i s  h e r e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  have t h e  s e c o n d a r y  
c r u s h i n g  e l e m e n t  i n  t h i s  c r u s h e r ,  was two  s e t s  o f  r o l l e r s .  
S t e e l  r o l l e r s .  They wou ld  s i t  p a r a l l e l  t o  each  o t h e r .  And 
t h e  r o c k  w o u l d  r u n  be tween  t h e s e  r o l l e r s  and t h a t  w o u l d  
c r u s h  some. W e l l ,  t h e n ,  t h e y  w o u l d  have  what  t h e y  c a l l e d  
j i g s .  And t h e s e  h e r e  j i g s  w o u l d  go up  and down a c t i o n .  
L i k e  t h i s  see.  

DB: I s  a l l  on  t h e  c o n v e y e r  b e l t  w h i l e  i t  was h a p p e n i n g ?  
MC: Yea. And you  c a n  see  t h a t  t h e  heavy r o c k  l i k e  t h a t .  T h i s  

heavy r o c k  w o u l d  go t o  t h e  b o t t o m .  The l i g h t e r  r o c k  w o u l d  
come up .  I f  t h e  a c t i o n  was v i o l e n t  enough.  T h a t ' s  what  i t  
was. Then t h e y  had  an i n t e r m e d i a t e  p o i n t  were  i t  w o u l d  
c o n t a i n  some o r e  a n d  some w a s t e  r o c k ,  see .  T h a t  w o u l d  come 
o u t  o f  a n o t h e r  p o i n t .  And t h e n  t h e y  a l s o  had t a b l e s .  And 
o n  t h e s e  h e r e  t a b l e s  t h e y  was s o r t  o f  o n  a  s l a n t .  They h a d  
c l e a t  marks  upon  them. Which were made o u t  o f  wood 
c l e a t s .  S t a y e d  s o  f a r  a p a r t .  The t a b l e  w o u l d  have  a  
m o t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  c o n s t a n t l y .  W e l l ,  t h e  o r e  b e i n g  h e a v i e r ,  
w o u l d  go t o  t h e  l o w e r  s i d e  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  see .  And i t  w o u l d  
b e  d i s c h a r g e d  a t  one p o i n t .  O t h e r  r o c k  b e i n g  l i g h t e r  i t ' d  
b e  u p  h i g h e r  o n  t h e  t a b l e  and i t  w o u l d  go t o  a n o t h e r  p o i n t  
and  t h e s e  w o u l d  be d i s c h a r g e d  and go down t o  t h e  c r e e k .  
W e l l ,  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  m i l l s  was 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y ,  I ' d  say  a b o u t  80  t o  85 p e r c e n t .  T h a t  w o u l d  
mean r e c o v e r y .  And a l s o  t h e y  u s e d  hand s o r t i n g  methods.  
Where t h e y  w o u l d  p i c k  t h e  b e s t  p i e c e s  o f  o r e .  T h e y ' d  s h i p  
i t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  s m e l t e r .  W i t h o u t  s e n d i n g  i t  t o  t h e  
m i l l .  T h e y ' d  do hand s o r t i n g .  Why t h e n  t h e y  had  what  t h e y  
c a l l e d ,  two  t y p e s  o r  o r e .  The f i r s t  c l a s s  and t h e  second 
c l a s s .  And, t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  t y p e  o f  o r e  was t h i s  h i g h  
g r a d e  o r e ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  And t h e  second  c l a s s  o f  o r e  was 
t h e  t y p e  o f  o r e  t h a t  t h e  s m e l t e r  wou ld  a c c e p t  w i t h o u t  
m i l l i n g .  I t  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  have t o  have a  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  
o f  p u r i t y .  L e t ' s  say  i t  c o u l n ' t  be u n d e r n e a t h  20% o f  
m e t a l l i c  c o n t e n t .  Then t h e y ' d  have m i l l  f e e d  t h e n ,  w h i c h  
you  r a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i l l .  Which  had t h e s e  g r a v i t a t i o n a l  



f o r c e s .  And t hese  m i l l s  were c a l l e d  g r a v i t y  m i l l s ,  because 
o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  r o c k s ,  you  see.  
And by t h e i r  own w e i g h t  t h e y  would  s e p a r a t e  t hemse l ves .  
Now i f  you was t o  go o u t  h e r e  and, and t a k e  a  h e a v i e r  r o c k  
and a  l i g h t e r  r o c k ,  l i k e  t h a t .  Oh c o u p l e  o f  r o c k s ,  j u s t  
say,  r o l l  i t  down t h e  t r e n c h  o r  c h u t e  t h e  heavy r o c k - w o u l d  
r u n  o f f  and l e a v e  t h e  l i g h t e r  r o c k .  Then t h e y  had some 
s o r t i n g  machines b u i l t  t h e r e .  The same way. The 
t r a j e c t o r y  would  s o r t  i t s e l f .  And ah, o f  cou rse ,  s i n c e  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t i m e  man knew t h e s e  h e r e  t h i n g s .  And t h e y  
even, t h e y  even employed t h e  g r a v i t y ,  t h e  f o r c e  o f  g r a v i t y  
i n  h a r v e s t i n g  y o u r  g r a i n .  L i k e  you have a round  Pu l lman  
t h e r e ,  t h e y  t h r e w  t h e  wheat up i n  t h e  a i r  and t h e  w ind  b l ew  
t h e  l i g h t  c h a f f  away. 

DB: When you s t a r t e d ,  was t h e r e  much hand s o r t i n g ?  
MC: I n e v e r  d i d  much hand s o r t i n g .  I hand s o r t e d  i n  t h e  m ines ,  

you had t o  have t h i s  was te  r o c k ,  you see. To f i l l  back on 
t h e s e  square  s e t s .  Where t h e r e  was much j u s t  t h e r e ,  o r e  
and t h e s e  square  s e t s  would  be j u s t  on t h e  f l o o r .  The 
p l a n k i n g  would  l a y  o v e r  t h e s e  h e r e  squa re  s e t s .  You 'd  have 
t h e s e  s e r i e s  o f  rooms, o r  c e l l s ,  one o v e r  t h e  o t h e r .  And 
you s o r t  t h i s  waste  r o c k  and p u t  i t  back i n  t h e s e  h e r e  
squa re  s e t s .  

DB: T h a t ' s  so you c o u l d  mine g o i n g  up? 
MC:.Yea. T h a t ' s  r i g h t  and t h i s  way by f i l l i n g  i t  back.  Why, 

and t h e  compress ion  o f  t h e  e a r t h . . . t h i s  waste  r o c k  t h a t  you 
p u t  back would  s u p p o r t  a l s o .  Now, t h e y  had i n  t h e  e a r l y  
days,  good . . . g  ood many p e o p l e  v e r y  s k i l l f u l 1  i n  b u i l d i n g  
r o c k  w a l l s ,  a l o n g  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e s e  h e r e  square  s e t s .  They 
b u i l d  them o u t  o f  r o c k .  P l a c e  one r o c k  on t o p  o f  t h e  
o t h e r ,  you know. And ah, t h e . . . t h e  m i n e r s  who came h e r e  
f r o m  Europe, most o f  them came v e r y  s k i l l f u l l  i n  b u i l d i n g  
t h e s e  r o c k  w a l l s .  And ah,  I ' v e  seen t remendous p r e s s u r e s  
p u t  on t h e s e  r o c k  w a l l s .  They would  h o l d  t h e  w e i g h t  b e t t e r  
t h a n  t i m b e r s .  

DB: Would t h e y  have any m o r t a r  i n  between t h e  w a l l s ?  
MC: No, no. J u s t  by  p l a c i n g  t h e  r o c k  t h e r e .  And ah, I ' v e  seen 

s t o p e s .  Stopes what t h e y  c a l l e d ,  t h e  square  s e t s  i n  
m i n i n g .  Sometimes t h e y  would ,  g e t  t o  be as h i g h  as 12  
f l o o r s  h i g h .  Maybe 500 f e e t  l o n g .  Now, 12 f l o o r s  h i g h  i t  
would  t a k e  you up a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 f e e t ,  be abou t  9 6  f e e t  
h i g h .  500 f e e t  l o n g .  They a r e  m i n i n g  t h e s e  a r e a s  he re .  
You have a  t remendous l o a d ,  you see,  t h a t  you had t o  
s u p p o r t .  They had a  f a u l t  a l o n g  w i t h  i t  t o o ,  u s u a l l y .  
Tha t  e x e r t s  more p r e s s u r e s .  And ah, i t  was c o n s t a n t l y ,  
mov ing,  e v e r y t h i n g  was. Bu t  ah, t h e s e  r o c k  w a l l s  c o u l d  
s u s t a i n  i t .  They c o u l d  b l a s t  a g a i n s t  them t o o .  They were 
w e l l - b u i l t .  And ah, I t h i n k ,  o f t  t i m e s ,  I t h i n k  abou t  what 
e v e r  happened t oday  t o  a l l  t h e  o l d  p e o p l e  f r o m  Europe who 
were so s k i l l f u l l  i n  b u i l d i n g  t hese  r o c k  w a l l s .  I t e l l  
you, you c o u l d  go t o  some p l a c e s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  
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U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  And go back  t h e r e  t o  V i r g i n i a ,  and New 
Eng land  s t a t e s  and you can see some o f  t h e s e  r o c k  w a l l s ,  
t h e s e  p e o p l e  b u i l t  y e a r s  ago. 
T h e y ' r e  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g .  
T h e y ' r e  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g .  Some o f  'em even sunk down i n  t h e  
g round  so f a r  t h e y ' r e  a lmos t  b u r i e d .  I n  f a c t ,  some o f  
t h e s e  p l a c e r  m ines ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days,  b u i l t  t h e s e  r o c k  
w a l l s  f o r  p l a c e r  m ines .  Creeks ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  t h r o w n  
a l l  t h e  power,  f o r c e  o f  t h e i r  wa te r  a g a i n s t  'em, t h e y  c a n ' t  
move 'em: S t a n d i n g  t h e r e  j u s t  l i k e . . r o f  c o u r s e ;  a g a i n ,  we 
go back  t o  t h e  I n c a  c u l t u r e ,  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  I n  Sou th  
Amer ica,  see some o f  t h o s e  w a l l s ,  t h e  r o c k  b u i l d e r s ,  
t h e y  ' r e  w o n d e r f u l .  
When you s t a r t e d  y o u r  own mine d i d  you s e l l  t h e  o r e  t o  t h e  
s m e l t e r  companies,  o r  how d i d  you work t h a t ?  
W e l l ,  I worked f o r  a  d a y ' s  pay.  
W e l l ,  you s a i d  t h a t  you g o t  t o g e t h e r  a  c o u p l e  t housand  
d o l l a r s  t o  s t a r t  y o u r  own.. .? 
W e l l ,  t h a t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  i s  what we c a l l  l e a s i n g .  
L e a s i n g  
We went t o  t h e  Bunker  H i l l  S i l v e r  and M i n i n g  Company; we 
a r r a n g e d  t o  g e t  a  b l o c k  o f  ground.  Which we would  pay t h e  
15% r o y a l t y  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  wh i ch  we e x t r a c t e d .  We would  
meet a l l  t h e  expenses o u r s e l v e s .  
So, would  you s e l l  t h e  o r e  t o  them t o  s m e l t  i t ?  
Yes, yes.  They had t h e i r  s m e l t e r s  here .  We would  t a k e  i t  
t o  a  custom s m e l t e r  ... I mean m i l l i n g .  We had a  m i l l  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  c l o s e  v i c i n i t y  where we were m i n i n g .  And i t  was 
c a l l e d  a  c o - o p e r a t i v e  m i l l .  I t  was a  g r a v i t y  m i l l .  They 
m i l l e d  o u r  o r e ,  t h e y  d i d .  F o r  $1.25 a  t o n .  
How many t o n s  c o u l d  you do i n  a  day? 
They c o u l d  do r i g h t  a round  120  t o n s  a  day.  We had a  120 
t o n  m i l l .  
How much c o u l d  you p roduce  i n  a  day? 
W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y ,  a  m i n e r  a t  t h a t  t h e r e  t i m e  . . .  ... t h e  ah, i t  would  depend on t h e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s i z e  o f  t h e  
o r e  body,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  B u t ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  
m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y  abou t  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  was p r o d u c i n g  
abou t  t h r e e  t o n s  p e r  man, a  day.  
So, you c o u l d ,  i n  a  p r i v a t e  mine,  you c o u l d  p roduce  t h r e e  
t o n s  a  man p e r  day? 
P e r  pe rson .  And ah, ... 
So you made you r  money by  s e l l i n g  i t  t o  t h e  s m e l t e r ,  t h e  
c o - o p e r a t i v e ,  o r  m i l l e r ?  
Yea, yea. Yea. The t h i n g  o f  i t  was you had t o  f i n d  an o r e  
body.  And t h a t  was expens i ve .  And ah, you had t o  meet 
t h a t  deb t  y o u r s e l f .  And ah, each day, you c o u l d  f i g u r e  
j u s t  l i k e  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  t h a t  you had  y o u r  expenses.  
You had you r ,  k e e p i n g  you r  equ ipment  i n  C o n d i t i o n  t o  work 
w i t h  i t .  And ah, a l s o  you had t o  buy y o u r  own dynami te ,  
buy you r  own s t e e l .  
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So, many men f e l t  t h a t  i t  was more p r o f i t a b l e  t o  work  f o r  
t h e  compan ies?  
W e l l ,  if you were  f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  h i t  a n  o r e  body  y o u  
c o u l d  make some money r e a l  q u i c k .  And ah,  you  c o u l d  work  
somet imes  o n  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  and you  l i v e  and 
hope and you c o u l d  d i e  i n  d e s p a i r .  As each  day y o u  t h i n k ,  
w e l l  i t ' s  gonna g e t  b e t t e r ,  you know, and i t  w o u l d n ' t  g e t  
b e t t e r .  You c o u l d  do t h a t  t i l l  y o u  went  b r o k e .  
How many t i m e s  a  mon th  w o u l d  y o u  t a k e  o r e  t o  t h e  m i l l ?  
T h a t  w o u l d  depend o n  t h e  o r e  body.  What y o u r  c o n d i t i o n s  
were .  Now i f  you had good c o n s i s t e n t  o r e  body,  you  c o u l d  
p r o b a b l y  ... number o f  men you  had w o r k i n g  f o r  you ,  t h a t  
w o u l d  depend t o o .  What a c t u a l l y  you  were  m i n i n g ,  y o u  
know. J u s t  .like a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  y o u r  p r o d u c t i o n  w o u l d  be  
s e t  u p  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  you  were  w o r k i n g  u n d e r .  J u s t  
l i k e  if y o u  had  a  s m a l l  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  o r  a  l a r g e  g r o c e r y  
s t o r e .  I t  depended on y o u r  o r e ,  t h e  s i z e  o f  y o u r  o r e  body.  
D i d  you  g e t  i t  b y  h o r s e  and wagon t o  t h e  m i l l ?  
Yes. I t  was...we b r o u g h t  o u t ,  w o r k i n g  i n  Wardner on t h e  
Reed l e v e l .  We had wha t  t h e y  c a l l e d  Reed l e v e l  t o  wha t  was 
c a l l e d  t h e  f i v e  l e v e l  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  We had a b o u t  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 ,000  f e e t  on  t o p  o f  us .  We had  a  b l o c k  o f  
g r o u n d  w h i c h  was d e f i n e d .  And ah,  so  we was w o r k i n g  o n  
t h i s ,  one,  t w o ,  t h r e e ,  f o u r  a t t i c s  above u s .  L e v e l s  above  
u s .  We d r o p p e d  t h i s  o r e  i n  c h u t e s  f rom one l e v e l  t o  t h e  
o t h e r .  And ah,  if we was i n  a  f a i r l y  good o r e  b o d y ,  why 
y o u  c o u l d  k n o c k  o u t  a  f a i r  t o n n a g e  each  day .  I t  a l l  
depended on t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  were  t h e r e .  I f  t h e  r o c k  
was h a r d ,  why, you  w o u l d n ' t  have t o  t i m b e r  i t .  You w o u l d  
come r i g h t  b a c k  i n  s t a r t  m i n i n g  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  I f  i t  was 
s o f t  you had t o  t i m b e r  i t  b e f o r e  you  c o u l d  make a n o t h e r  
c y c l e .  And ah,  i t  moved l i k e  t h a t .  
I n  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  d i d  you  f i n d  t h a t  i t  was more p r o f i t a b l e  
t o  work  f o r  t h e  company o r  t o  work  f o r  y o u r s e l f ?  
W e l l .  Yea. T h a t  a g a i n ,  say  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  o r e  b o d y .  
I f  you  g o t  o r e ,  why, y o u  make money, i f  y o u  h a v e n ' t  g o t  o r e  
y o u  w o n ' t  make money. I f  you want  t o  go o u t  h e r e  and 
p r o s p e c t  and pay f o r  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  i t ,  y o u  
gonna go i n t o  d e b t .  D o n ' t  e v e r  t h i n k  t h a t  you  gonna go i n  
d e b t  f a s t .  And ah,  i t  i s  j u s t  l i k e  a  gamble .  L i k e  s i t t i n g  
i n  a  c a r d  game. I f  you gonna h i t  a  p o t ,  why, you  gonna '  
make i t .  And, when y o u ' r e  h o t ,  y o u ' r e  h o t  and when y o u ' r e  
n o t ,  y o u ' r e  n o t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  same t h i n g  i n  m i n i n g  i n  t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  an o r e  body .  
(BREAK I N  TAPE) 
Ah, t o d a y  we have . . .Las t  y e a r  i n  t h i s  m i n i n g  d i s t r i c t  n o t  
v e r y  many o p e r a t o r s .  Ah, see t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
h e r e  m i n i n g  companies .  T h e r e  a r e n ' t  v e r y  many m i n i n g  
companies  i n  t h i s  h e r e  Coeur  d l A l e n e  d i s t r i c t .  See l i k e  
t h e  S u n s h i n e  M i n e .  V e r y  s m a l l  p r o p e r t i e s  s i t u a t e d  a r o u n d  
i t .  Each one o f  t h o s e  p r o p e r t i e s  have  a  v e r y  good 
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p o t e n t i a l .  T h e y ' d  l a c k  c a p i t a l .  They made a  p r o g r a m  where  
t h e y  w o u l d  a s s i g n  t h e i r  m i n i n g  r i g h t s  t o ,  l i k e  t h e  S u n s h i n e  
M i n e ,  l i k e  on a  60 /40  b a s i s .  T h a t  S u n s h i n e  w o u l d  do t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  work .  Take 60% o f  t h e  o r e  body when t h e y  were 
m i n i n g  i t .  And t h e n  a f t e r  a l l  expenses were p a i d ,  and  
e v e r y t h i n g .  A f t e r w a r d s  t h e y ' d  r e c e i v e  40%. W e l l ,  t h o s e  
a r e  s m a l l e r  m i n i n g  companies ,  l i k e  t h e r e  i s ,  1 0 0 ' s  o f  'em 
h e r e ,  t h e y  became c a p t i v e s  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  m i n i n g  companies .  
They s i g n  t h e s e  ag reements .  Because t h e r e  was a  t i m e  
e l e m e n t  t h e r e ,  see .  And ah, r e s u l t  o f  i t  i s  some o f  t h o s e  
m i n i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  s i t  t h e r e  f o r  y e a r s  and y e a r s ,  w i t h o u t  
any  work b e i n g  done t o  'em. O r  v e r y  l i t t l e  work  b e i n g  done 
t o  'em. 
Which o f  t h e  companies  d i d  you work  f o r ?  
W e l l ,  I worked  f o r  q u i t e  a  few m i n i n g  companies .  I m i n e d  
f rom h e r e  t o  A l a s k a  and back  a g a i n .  And, ah, I ' v e  d r i l l e d  
enough h o l e s  o n  t h i s  e a r t h  t h a t  if y o u  s t a r t  f a l l i n g  r i g h t  
now, you c o u l d n ' t  f a l l  t h r o u g h  a l l  o f  i t  t i l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  
y o u r  l i f e .  So, t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I ' v e  worked i n  c o a l  
camps, c o p p e r ,  l e a d ,  and s i l v e r .  
M o s t  a r o u n d  h e r e  i s  l e a d  and s i l v e r  and a n t i m o n y ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  
What? 
A round  h e r e  t h e  m e t a l s  a r e  l e a d ,  and s i l v e r  and a n t i m o n y ,  
a r e n ' t  t h e y ?  
W e l l ,  mos t  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  we have h e r e  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  
p r i m a r i l y ,  l e a d  and s i l v e r  d i s t r i c t  i t  was. Now's s i l v e r  
i s  g e t t i n g  a  b i g  boom, why, most  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  i n  s i l v e r  
t o d a y .  S i l v e r  and c o p p e r ,  l e a d .  
Were t h e r e  many s t o r i e s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  a b o u t ,  oh,  b u r i e d  
l o d e s ,  l i k e  s p e c i a l  l o d e s  t h a t  you  c o u l d  f i n d ?  
Oh, yes .  T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  l i k e  m i n i n g  f o r  t e l l i n g  s t o r i e s  
a b o u t  t h e  l o s t  o r e  b o d i e s ,  t h e  h i d d e n  t r e a s u r e s  and ... 
Which ... do you remember any o f  them? 
What? 
Can you remember some o f  'em? 
Oh, yes  i n d e e d .  I went  o n  some o f  t h o s e  w i l d  goose chases  
m y s e l f .  I ' v e  s p e n t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  t r y i n g  t o  p i c k  up 
an o r e  v e i n  o r  an o r e  body t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  f i n d .  And ah,  
t h a t  t i m e  I was l e a s i n g .  And ah, f e l l o w  t h a t  had been 
b e f o r e  l e a s i n g  a t  i t ,  t h e y ' v e  t a k e n  o u t  a  n i c e  o r e  body .  
Made some money. Looked  p r e t t y  good t o  u s .  When t h e y  
q u i t ,  t h e y  had  e x t r a c t e d  a p p a r e n t l y  a l l  o f  i t .  T h e r e  was a  
f a u l t  t h a t  r a n  t h e r e  b e s i d e  i t .  And, ah, we d e c i d e d  t h a t  
p r o b a b l y  t h i s  h e r e  f a u l t  c u t  o f f  t h e  o r e  body ,  and if we 
g e t  t o  go t h r o u g h  t h i s  h e r e  f a u l t ,  and g e t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e ,  and by  s t u d y i n g  t h e  g e o l o g y  o f  t h e  r o c k .  If i t  had  
moved i n  a  c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i o n ,  we c o u l d  h i t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Where we t h o u g h t  i t  was. W e l l ,  we s t a r t e d  
f o r  o u r  o b j e c t i v e  and,  b y  George,  t h e r e  was a  s m a l l  seam o f  
o r e  t h e r e  where  t h e y  q u i t .  W a s n ' t  p a y a b l e  y o u  know. 
W a s n ' t  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  m ine  i t .  B u t  p o p p i n g  t h a t  f i r s t  seam 



i t  j u s t  opened up  l i k e  t h i s .  We seemed i n c r e d i b l y  t o  be 
r i g h t  i n  t h e  c h i p s .  And ah, I t h i n k  abou t  e v e r y  day t h a t  I 
b l a s t e d  t h e r e ,  why I ' d  make abou t  $400-$500, I would.  And 
ah, abou t  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  weeks, why, t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  
we were p r e t t y  w e l l  ahead o f  t h e  game. B u t ,  we was s t i l l  
g o i n g  f o r  o u r  o b j e c t i v e  p o i n t .  And, we s t a y e d  w i t h  i t  a l l  
r i g h t .  About a  y e a r ' s  t i m e  I was v e r y  d e e p l y  i n  deb t .  We 
h a d n ' t  f ound  i t ,  i t  d i d n ' t  m a t e r i a l i z e  where we f i g u r e d  i t  
wou ld  be. So, t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  I c o u l d  do, go down and 
t e l l  my d e b t o r s  t h a t  I was b r o k e .  1'11 n e v e r  f o r g e t  one 
o l d  f e l l o w ,  I t o l d  him. Ah, we been b u y i n g  powder f r om 
h im,  I t o l d  h im,  "Dave," I s a i d ,  "We h a v e n ' t  g o t  any money, 
w e ' r e  b r o k e . "  He s a i d ,  "1 know t h a t . "  And ( I  s a i d  t h a t )  
" I ' m  gonna pay you though . "  " O f  cou rse ,  I know t h a t  t o o .  I 
w o u l d n ' t  have g i v e n  you t h a t  c r e d i t  i f  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  
you was gonnal pay me." And ah, so,  I worked abou t ,  a l m o s t  
two y e a r s  f o r  n o t h i n g ,  p a y i n g  h im  back.  And ah, so, t h a t ' s  
t h e  way some o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  wou ld  go.  

DB: Was t h a t  i n  t h e  ' 4 0 s  o r  t h e  ' 30s?  
MC: Tha t  was i n  t h e  ' 20s .  1928. Hm. 
DB: Back i n  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  t i m e s ,  were t h e r e  many p r o s p e c t o r s  

h e r e ?  
MC: No. No. T h i s  here ,  d u r i n g  t h e  Dep ress ion  p e r i o d  i t  was 

v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  Very ,  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  You m i g h t  have r e a d  
l i k e  t h i s  here ,  one o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  book s e l l e r s  t oday ,  The 
Day t h e  Bubb le  B u r s t .  You know, 1929. And ah, i t ' s  one o f  
t h e  b i g  s e l l e r s  r i g h t  now. A l o t  o f  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  p u s h i n g  
t h e  book.  They t o l d  t h e  t r o u b l e s  and m i s f o r t u n e s  o f  W a l l  
S t r e e t ,  you know. Amongst t h e  peop le  who had money. B u t  
t h e y  neve r  t o l d  o f  t h e  t r o b l e s  and m i s f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  
m i n i n g  camps, and t h e  common o r d i n a r y  s m a l l  commun i t ies .  
W e l l ,  l i k e ,  r i g h t  h e r e ,  I was w o r k i n g  h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  
Dep ress ion .  I was w o r k i n g  i n  Page ' s  mine.  The b u b b l e  
b r o k e  a l l  r i g h t .  I t  was abou t  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  
Oc tobe r ,  a round  2 9 t h .  F i r s t  o f  November, why t h e y  were 
emp loy ing  abou t  250 men. They came down and l a i d  o f f  a l l  
t h e  s i n g l e  men. Those w i t h  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e y  k e p t .  I was 
s i n g l e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  i t  d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  t o  me. 
I ' d  neve r  known what a  Dep ress ion  was. And ah, I ' d  l i v e d  
t h r o u g h  a  boom p e r i o d ,  I had, you know. Money was easy t o  
g e t ,  j o b s  were easy t o  g e t .  By George, i t  w a s n ' t  l o n g  you 
f ound  o u t  ... I went t o  s c h o o l .  I went.  . . I ' d  been o u t  o f  
h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  a  w h i l e .  I s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  1'11 go g e t  some 
e d u c a t i o n .  Went t o  t h i s  E a s t e r n  Washington U n i v e r s i t y ,  a t  
t h e  t i m e .  The p l a c e  was c a l l e d  C i t y  Normal ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
D i d n ' t  t a k e  l o n g  t o  spend y o u r  money a g a i n .  

DB: What k i n d  o f  j o b s  d i d  peop le  have d u r i n g  t h e  Depress ion?  
MC: W e l l ,  you had now, l i k e  he re .  Tha t  m i n i n g  company, I 

worked f o r ,  f o r  a  w h i l e .  Ah, t h e y  t r i e d  t o  keep, t h e y  
t r i e d  t o  s u s t a i n  i t ,  you know. Bu t  t h e  m e t a l  p r i c e s  k e p t  
d r o p p i n g .  And demand f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t s  k e p t  d r o p p i n g .  So, 
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t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i t  was, f i r s t  t h i n g  y o u  know, t h e i r  
o p e r a t i o n s  were  c u r t a i l e d ,  you  know. Now l i k e  h e r e ,  a t  t h e  
Page M i n e ,  t h e y  worked  1 2  d a y s  a mon th ,  t h e y  d i d .  And a t  
t h e  B u n k e r  H i l l  t h e y  were  w o r k i n g  1 6  days ,  a month .  They 
were  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h i s  commun i t y ,  b u t  t h e s e  m i n i n g  
companies  had a f a i r  o r e  body,  you  know. They c o u l d  h o l d  
t h o s e  p r i c e s .  The p r i c e  o f  s i l v e r  went  down t o  28 and 7 / 8  
c e n t s  an ounce.  And you  see what  t h e  p r i c e  o f  i t  i s  
t o d a y .  P r o b a b l y  $17.00 an ounce.  And y o u  c r a n k  a m i n e ,  a n  
o r e  body a t  t h a t  f i g u r e .  The p r i c e  o f  l e a d  w h i c h  n o r m a l l y  
was a b o u t  $6-$7,  i t  was down t o  $3.75-$3.25.  
P e r  how much? 
A 100  pounds.  And ah, so ,  t h a t  was a n  a w f u l  d r a s t i c  
r e d u c t i o n  i n  p r i c e s .  And ah,  o f  c o u r s e ,  you  c o u l d  g e t  
some. And t h e n  a g a i n  t h e  wage p r i c e ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  d r o p p i n g  
w i t h  i t ,  you know. And ah ,  t h e y  had  m i n e r s  w o r k i n g  f o r ,  
some o f  them f o r  a r o u n d  $4.00, some o f  t hem $3.75 a day .  
You worked  1 2  days  a mon th .  You get's p a y c h e c k  f o r  a r o u n d  
$56 a month .  Now t h a t  $56 u s e d  t o  mean a l l  y o u r  expenses .  
W e l l ,  I know, l i k e  I and Jean,  t h e r e ,  why ... we h a d n ' t  been  
m a r r i e d  v e r y  l o n g .  We had t o  have  some f u r n i t u r e .  We 
b o u g h t  a bed,  a bedroom s e t ,  we...and a s t o v e .  And ah, we 
were  l i v i n g  i n  a two  room house.  And we made o u r  own t a b l e  
and benches .  C u t  o u r  own f i r e w o o d  and f u e l .  T h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t ,  you know. And ah..  . 
We even  went  p l a c e r  m i n i n g  on h i s  d a y ' s  o f f .  
D i d  t h a t .  By George.  
D i d  y o u  e v e r  f i n d  a n y t h i n g  p l a c e r  m i n i n g ?  
What? 
D i d  you e v e r  f i n d  a n y t h i n g  p l a c e r  m i n i n g ?  
No. 

(END OF TAPE 21;  S i d e  2)  


